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Ron will do a talk on our trip
to Ripley's Aquarium.

Fisheries Exploration & Conservation (Fishexcos)
http://fisheriesexploration.blogspot.com/2013/11/length-weight-relationship-and.html
Friday, 1 November 2013

Length-Weight Relationship and Condition Factor of Dawkinsia exclamatio
(Pethiyagoda & Kottelat, 2005) from K allada River of Kerala, India
Dawkinsia exclamatio (Pethiyagoda & Kottelat, 2005), is one of the endemic cyprinid of the southern
region of Kerala.

D. exclamatio was formerly included in the genus Puntius and ‘Puntius filamentosus group’ of related
species which also contained P. arulius, P. assimilis, P. filamentosus, P. rohani, P. rubrotinctus, P. singhala, P.
srilankensis and P. tambraparniei, but all of these species were moved to the new genus Dawkinsia by Pethihttp://epubs.icar.org.in/ejournal/index.php/FT/article/view/34189/15157

Check out the newsletter on the website so that you can
see the beautiful colours on this fish.

yagoda et al. (2012).
D. exclamatio refers
to inhabit in both slowflowing pools and relatively
fast-flowing areas and also
occurs in clear-water, rock
and pebble substrate areas.
The specific name of the
species is derived from the
Latin word ‘exclamatio’ because of its colour pattern
resembling an exclamation
mark at snout - down position.
This cyprinid locally
known as Ascharya Paral, is
listed as an endangered species (Abraham, 2011) and
has great economic value as
an ornamental fish.
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I hope you all had a great holiday season. There were lots of great
deals at the local fish stores and I know I spent some of my Christmas
money there. Our meeting on January 8th will feature a talk from Annette
and Ron Bishop about Ripley's Aquarium. We are looking at taking a trip
there as a club and some options for doing so will be presented. I have never been there, so I'm looking forward
to this talk.
The jar show this month will feature Guppies and non-fish animals such as Axolotls or Mud Skippers. As
always, there are the open categories for fish and plants, so bring whatever you wish to show off.
We will have our mini auction at the end of the meeting, so bring in any extra fish, plants or aquaria related things you wish to sell.
Anyone wanting to find out what we're all about is welcome to attend.
Eric Geissinger
President
London Aquaria Society

Paracyprichromis nigripinnis (Boulenger, 1901)
By: Frode Numan, 2002.

Published 29-Dec-2001

https://www.cichlidae.com/article.php?id=248

An adult Paracyprichromis nigripinnis female in the
aquarium. Fish and Photo by Frode Numan

Citation:
Numan, Frode. (December 29, 2001).
"Paracyprichromis nigripinnis (Boulenger, 1901)". Cichlid
Room Companion. Retrieved on December 02, 2018.
Classification:
ika.

Captive maintenance, Lake Tangany-

A friend of mine gave me one specimen of this
beautiful species, Paracyprichromis nigripinnis, also
known as the blue neon. It was a female. This species
should be kept in groups of at least 8 individuals. But
within 100 kilometers of my home town I never before
saw a pet shop selling this species, I was lucky though. In
a small town with a big specialized pet shop, I found
one male in a tank with the sign "several cichlid species".
The shop owner sold me the one fish for a friendly price (who else should want one such a dull brown fish?
Wait till you see him in a tank with big holes and hardly any light! Then a blue neon he becomes).
At home I brought the two fish together in my Tanganyika tank. The tank is 120x60x60 cm (400 liters).
The tank setup is composed with large and small hand made hollow rocks. The backside and left side of the
tank are covered at the inside with black formica. No plants but plenty algae.
London Aquaria Society
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An adult Paracyprichromis nigripinnis female
carrying fry in the aquarium, the fry can be seen in

Paracyprichromis nigripinnis
(Boulenger, 1901)
cont’d from page 3

translucent mouth. Fish and

The water comes straight from the tap and has a
pH of 8 and a total hardness of 7 dH. The temperature is
kept at 26 degrees Celsius with a 300 watt heater. I use an
Eheim professional filter and weekly I change about 50%
of the water volume. For lighting, I use 4 TLD 30 watt
colors 92, 93, 95 and aquarelle of Phillips, 2 in the morning and evening and 4 during 6 hours at midday. This
much lightning is of no use for the blue neons. One TLD is
sufficient and brings out the best colors in them but I need

to grow algae for the other inhabitants of the tank..
The other inhabitants are 12 Tropheus moorii moliro (breeding), a pair of Julidochromis dickfeldi (also
breeding), a pair of Neolamprologus leleupi (spawning but no young seen) and a pair (?) of Altolamprologus
compressiceps. I feed mainly OSI spirulina flake food. This is not optimal for some of the inhabitants but I am
very fond of my T. moorii's! For those who do not know, feeding T. moorii something like brine shrimps or
bloodworms can kill them. To feed the blue neons something non vegetarian I offered them a little 'dust
food' (literally translated from Dutch) like MicroMin. Blue neons can feed on very small particles that the T.
moorii wont bother looking at.
After almost three months in the tank the first spawn of the blue neons took place. They spawn in open
water near a vertical surface. It starts with the male bending his belly trembling towards the female which then
takes a head down position. This is what I saw happening in the evening. The following morning the female had
a mouth full of big yellow eggs (happy me). After two weeks the eggs were gone. I knew this period was to
short (sad me). But exactly one month and one week later came another beautiful morning with a mouth full of
eggs. This time everything went well. After one week I could see at least 6 little young fish in mothers mouth. I
estimated the total at 9 young. Six weeks after spawning I saw there were less young in her mouth. I took the
female out of the tank with all the hunters (N. leleupi & A. compressiceps) and put her in a small tank
(60x30x30) with 9 cardinals (Cheirodon axelrodi). I know, a strange combination. But the water was of the
same quality and that is what matters to me in this situation. The setup of this small tank was a piece of wood,
some plants: Echinodorus tenellus on the bottom and Microsorium pteropus on the backside. Between this
plants two young blue neons found a good hiding place. At "birth" they are almost 2 cm long. They eat small
waterflee's (Daphnia) and crushed flake food. Feeding them is really not the problem.
After one week of good feeding I placed the mother neon back in the main tank. Within one month she
had again a mouth full of eggs. I noticed see was able to feed on small particles even with her mouth full. Again
I managed to raise two young with the same procedure. The young where let free by their mother after 37 days.
After 4 months I decided to make a big happy family. Now I had a group of 6 blue neons. I decided to make a
trip to an importer of Tanganyika cichlids and bought 4 others. The group contains three beautiful males and
three females with a mouth full of eggs. I do not separate the females anymore, so I think that the small young
will have a hard time surviving. But maybe I soon will have more success with my pair (?) of A. compressiceps.
London Aquaria Society
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DWARF CRAYFISH
https://dennerle.com/en/guides/nano -aquaristic/which -creatures/dwarf -crayfish

Crayfish are also fascinating creatures in an aquarium. Most varieties grow to
a considerable size, however, and require an appropriately large habitat. Dwarf
crayfish of the Cambarellus genus are ideal for nano aquaria.
Measuring 3-5 cm, they are also suitable for keeping in mini aquaria of 25 l or larger.
Important: Crayfish are great “escape artists”. They are able to survive in air for
some time and are excellent climbers. An aquarium containing crabs or crayfish thus
needs to be “escape-proof”.In order to establish a habitat tailored to the needs of
these crayfish, the aquarium needs to be well structured with roots, stones, a couple
of Nano Catappa Leaves and plenty of hideaways.
As dwarf crayfish are not interested in destroying plants, any aquarium
greenery of your choice is appropriate.
Similarly to dwarf shrimps, dwarf crayfish are quite tolerant with regard to water values. Severe and sudden fluctuations should be avoided, however.
In contrast to most varieties belonging to this group of animals, dwarf
crayfish are active during the daytime. This provides plenty of opportunity to
observe their interesting behaviour.
A varied, high-quality diet and regular feedig with Crusta-Fit will provide for healthy crayfish full of vitality whose active behaviour brings plenty of life to the nano waterworld.
Orange dwarf crayfish (CPO) C a m b a r e l l u s p a t z c u a r e n s i s
„orange“: The brown-coloured original of this colourful breed originates
from the highlands of Mexico. Legend has it that the orange variety was first
bred by a Dutchman to immortalise his country’s national colour.
Required habitat conditions :
KH: 6 - 12 °d
Cajun dwarf crayfish

pH: 7 - 8.5

Cambarellus shufeldtii :

Te m p e r a t u r e:

18 - 24 *C

A q u a r i u m S i z e:

At least 25 l

Cambarellus shufeldtii is a small, reddish-

brown to grey crayfish with dark stripes running along its body or an irregular pattern of spots.
While it may be less striking than its colourful relative, it is certainly no less interesting.
Required habitat conditions :
A q u a r i u m S i z e: At least 25 l
Te m p e r a t u r e:

18 - 24 *C

pH: 7 - 8.5
KH: 6 - 12 °d

London Aquaria Society
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The parasite that can turn shrimp into
zombie CANNIBALS which eat their own babies
www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3001543/The-zombie-parasite-turn-shrimp-frenzied-CANNIBALS.html
By: Mark Prigg For Dailymail.com

Published: 18:41 EST, 18 March 2015 | Updated: 19:48 EST, 18 March 2015

 Tiny parasite, Pleistophora mulleri, significantly
increased cannibalism


made infected shrimp more voracious, taking

much less time to consume their victims
A 'zombie' parasite can turn animals to cannibalism, researchers have found. Researchers looked
at cannibalism among freshwater shrimp in Northern
Ireland.
They found a tiny parasite, Pleistophora mulA tiny parasite, Pleistophora
leri, not only significantly increased cannibalism
mulleri, significantly increased canamong shrimp, but made infected shrimp more voranibalism among shrimp - and
cious, taking much less time to consume their victims.
caused them to eat in a frenzy.
Researchers from the University of Leeds, Queen's
University Belfast and Stellenbosch University in South Africa published their study in in Royal Society Open Science today.
They found a tiny parasite, Pleistophora mulleri, not only significantly increased cannibalism among the
indigenous shrimp Gammarus duebeni celticus but made infected shrimp more voracious, taking much less time
to consume their victims.
Dr Alison Dunn, Reader in Evolutionary Biology in the University of Leeds' Faculty of Biological Sciences,
who led the study, said: 'Cannibalism is actually fairly common in nature. Our work is the first study to ask if
cannibalism is affected by being parasitised.'
The research, published in Royal Society Open Science today, reports that although consumption of juveniles by adults is a normal feature of the shrimp's feeding patterns, shrimp infected with the parasite ate twice as
much of their own kind as uninfected animals. They attacked juvenile shrimp more often and consumed them
more quickly than did uninfected shrimp.
Mandy Bunke, a PhD student at the University of Leeds who was the key researcher on the study, said:
'Although the parasite is tiny—similar in size to a human red blood cell—there are millions of them in the host
muscle and they all rely on the host for food.
'This increased demand for food by the parasites may drive the host to be more cannibalistic. 'Dr Dunn
added: 'The parasite is quite debilitating. It takes over huge areas of the muscle, so instead of a nice transparent
shrimp you get quite a chalky appearance because of muscles packed with the parasite.
'Interestingly, our group has also found previously that infected shrimp may be able to catch and eat less
prey of other animal species. 'Perhaps cannibalism of smaller shrimp is the only way these sick animals can survive.'
London Aquaria Society
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The parasite that can turn shrimp into
zombie CANNIBALS which eat their own babies
cont’d from page 6

The latest study also found that uninfected adult shrimp were less likely to
cannibalize infected juvenile shrimp than uninfected juveniles.
Dr Dunn said: 'The parasite is passed to its new host either when it dies and is
eaten by another shrimp, or when one shrimp cannibalises another.
'But we observed that uninfected shrimp avoid parasitised food and that is good for the shrimp as it
means that they can obtain food through cannibalism but still avoid parasitic infection.
'Infected shrimp don't avoid infected juveniles. 'They consume infected and uninfected juveniles.
'This may be is because they are more hungry or because they are already infected so there is no incentive
to avoid eating infected juveniles.'
Dr Dunn said: 'Our research does not suggest any link between parasites and human cannibalism. 'There
is evidence that parasites can affect human behaviour.
'A study led by Dr Glenn McConkey, also of the University of Leeds Faculty of Biological Sciences, has
shown that the parasite Toxoplasma gondii directly affects the chemistry of the human brain. 'However, cannibalism for the shrimp, unlike in humans, is a significant source of food even in uninfected animals.
'It seems unlikely that a parasite would be under evolutionary pressure to influence cannibalism in humans.'

Freshwater Lionfish
https://www.azgardens.com/product/butterfly-goby-wasp-fish/

Description: Freshwater Lionfish, Indian Butterfly Goby,
Neovespicula depressifrons
Native to: Indonesia, New Guinea, Philippines, India
Temp: 72 – 82

Max Size: 4″ but 2.5 likely

Parameter: Slightly brackish to Fresh
Here’s something you dont see everyday! A Wasp Fish! Do
not touch these because they may sting (but, who’s really
handling their fish?) Just be careful while netting your fish and moving to aquarium. This is a fairly small fish with
beautiful fins and one that should be kept with others as they are happier in larger groups or colonies. Butterfly
Gobies or Wasp Fish fall into the same category as the freshwater lionfish since they are obviously not flying butterflies and they’re not gobies either actually. They are a wasp fish. They are popular for the big paddle-type
fins. These Butterfly goby/wasp fish will prefer live, frozen, or freeze dried foods. They have a decent sized
mouth even for a inch long fish, it will surprise you to see what they can swallow whole. So, not the best fish if
you added it to a tank of Neon tetrtas or other small fish. These fish like to sit the bottom of your tank or on
top of rocks or wood and seem to ponder time. Some people say theirs are nocturnal but actually this is a very
active fish and may not even prefer to hide at all. They will blend into natural substrates, but will show up
quickly in white or light substrates. Enjoy!
London Aquaria Society
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Victorian Cichlids
Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon”
www.gcca.net/art-pics/cichlid-profiles-list/victorian-cichlids/154ptyochromis-hippo-point-salmon#.xargMcAWYuK
Report: October 2001 by Rick Borstein

Category: Victorian

Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon” This males is about ten months old. Photo by Rick Borstein.
General: Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon” is a rather new cichlid native to Lake Victoria in Africa. Males
have a lovely red blush but will also exhibit some blue and shades of green. Females are a light olive green with
some dark markings on the side. Males get up to about 3.5 to 4 inches while females stay smaller at around 2 to
2.5". Like all Haplochromines, this fish is a maternal mouthbrooder.
I have seen sources which note that Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon” is a threatened species. To be
honest, you could easily say this about most Haplochromines in Lake Victoria. Because of the introduction of the
Nile Perch, over 400 species are threatened. It's a sad fact for a cichlid hobbyist.
Like other Lake Victoria haps, they grow very quickly and will breed while quite young. I have had females spawn at only 6 months of age, but spawns are larger and more successful when females are nine months
old or more.
Habitat: I haven't found much locale information for this fish on the internet. Many Victoria haps are found
over the muddy and sandy areas of the lakes and I would guess that this would be similar.
Supposedly, this fish is found near Hippo Pointe, an area where a bunch of hippos are found. Hippos (the large
mammal) are extremely aggressive and territorial and kill more people in African than crocodiles. You'd have to
be one very brave collector to swim around with these 2 ton killers.
Care: Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon” is easy to keep, but this species is pretty aggressive. It will often
dominate Malawian haps. I kept eight Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon” with a breeding colony of six Aulonocara marleri. Although I didn't see any fighting, the Hippo pointe male quickly took charge of the the tank
even though he was quite a bit smaller
than the marleri male. It's a good idea to
provide caves and hiding places so that
females and subdominant males have a
place to retreat.
I kept mine in neutral water of medium hardness. I'm told that water conditions in Lake Victoria are highly variable,
so this fish should be quite adaptable.
Feeding Ptyochromis sp.
“hippo point salmon” is not problem.
They readily accept flakes, pellets, and
frozen food. I fed Doromin, sprirulina
flakes and Agaudine dura-flakes.
Feeding:

London Aquaria Society
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Victorian Cichlids
Ptyochromis sp. “hippo point salmon”
cont’d from page 8

Breeding: As mentioned previously, this fish is a
precocious breeder and will start breeding at only
six months of age. For best results, keep one or
two males to 4-6 females. Provide a flat slate for
breeding. I have noticed that this fish will breed
after a water change, especially if followed by a
low pressure system building as part of a storm.
They breed in the standard Hap fashion using the T
-position.
Brood size is variable. Small females will
have 9-12 fry and larger ones will approach 24 and
up. Hippo Pointe females are tenacious holders. They will
hold onto fry until they are nearly starved to death. For this
reason, I strip the fish at 14-18 days at which point the fry will
be nearly fully formed and ready to eat Cylcops-eeze and
powered flake food.
The mouths on small females are easily damaged. Be
careful if you strip this fish.
I have found a tendency in this fish to have spinal defects. The defect usually occurs near the
tale and can affect both males and females. You should cull these fish, immediately, when found, but the defect often does not manifest until the fish is six
months old. See picture at right for an
extremely deformed eleven month old
male.
Retail Price: At retail, you can expect
to pay $12-15 for adults and $9-12 for
sub-adults. This fish is easily availble
from wholesalers, so ask your pet shop
to order some for you.
You rarely see Victoria Haps in
stores. It's too bad because these fish are some of the most attractive of cichlids. Hippo Points have had good
availability in the hobby historically.
London Aquaria Society
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Popondichthys furcatus Forktail rainbowfish
http://diszhal.info/english/rainbowfish/en_Pseudomugil_furcatus.php

·

Scientific name: Popondichthys furcatus (Nichols; 1955)

·

Synonyms: Popondetta furcata, Pseudomugil furcatus

·

Common name: Forktail rainbowfish, Forktail Blue-eye

Group: Rainbowfish
·

Habitat: Asia; Papua New Guinea

·

Size: 5-6 cm

·

Biotope: Inhabits in relatively swift-flowing, clear rainforest streams, with dense aquatic vegetation.

·

Social behavior: Peaceful, active schooling fish. Can be kept with other small, peaceful species such as
danios, small tetras and rasboras.

·

Diet: Omnivorous; predominantly small live and frozen foods, also eats flake foods.

·

Breeding: Quite easy

·

Tank: Minimum 60 litres

·

Population: 6-8 fish for 70 litres

·

Decoration: Densely planted aquarium, with some floating plants.

·

Temperature: 24-28°C

·

Lifespan: 3-6 years

pH: 7-8

Hardness: 5-12 NK°

Description: Males can be sometimes agressive towards females, so
keep them in groups with more females. They have two dorsal fins, separated by a small gap, the first much smaller than the second. The body colour is yellow-green, and the dorsal
and anal fins of the males are transparent with narrow yellow margins, while the females have transparent pectoral and pelvic fins. The caudal fin is yellowish, and deeply forked. They have beautiful blue eyes.
The males have a longer first dorsal fin, and they are larger and more intense colored, and they have a
bright orange colored chest. They are egg scatterers. Spawn them in groups, with a ratio of 2-3 males to 8-10 females. Clumps of fine leaved plants can be used as a spawning medium, such as Java moss. The females will lay
only a few, about 5 to 10 eggs a day. The eggs are adhesive and
will stick to the plants. Remove eggs and put them into a small
container. The eggs will hatch in 10-15 days. At this point the tiny
fry can be moved to a larger tank with shallow water. The fry
should be fed infusoria or liquid fry food for the first week, because they are small. After the first week they can be fed with artemia nauplii. Regular small water changes are essential. The fry
grow very rapidly.
London Aquaria Society
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Female fish like males who sing
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/10/171004120507.htm

Date: October 4, 2017

Source:

University of Gothenburg

Summary: Noisier seas seem to hamper fish reproduction. New research shows that noise pollution impedes
reproduction in sand and common gobies, both of which are important food sources for juvenile cod.
Excerpts from on line article.
Males Attract Females by Singin g: Sand and common gobies live in shallow waters along the entire Swedish coastline. Both species are fairly small (4-9 cm) and constitute an important food source for cod.
During its slightly more than 1-year long lifespan, the male will nest in an empty clamshell or in a hole he has
dug. Then he will try to attract females to join him by showing off what he has to offer.
'If a female comes over to inspect his nest, the male is able to produce a sound that is critical to the female's decision of whether or not to mate with him. The sand goby sounds like a purring cat while the smaller common
goby sounds more like an intense woodpecker.'
Females Choose Good Singer s: If the female decides that the male is a suitable candidate for mating after
listening to his singing, she will spawn in his nest. Then she will leave the male to take care of the eggs by himself
until they hatch. This means that females will only select males who sing. Something in the male's singing seems
to determine whether or not she will select him as a partner.
'The sound may contain some type of information, but if this is the case, we have no idea what the information might mean. What we do know, however, is that the singing is critical to the male's reproductive success.'
But what happens if the female cannot hear the male's singing because of too much noise in the water? To
examine the possible negative effect of underwater noise, the fish were exposed to a sound source in their aquarium. T h e
transmitted
sound was in the same frequency range as the sound of
a leisure boat.
'So we created a realistic scenario for the fish.
Then we let two females and
one male interact freely for
12 hours and looked at what
happened. What we found
was remarkable.'

This is a male
and female (common
goby) in the nest.
Credit: The University

of Gothenburg
London Aquaria Society
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Water Sprite (Ceratopteris Thalictroides)
Submitted by : Glen Hawkins, Lon don Aquaria S ociety, December 201 8

Water Sprite is one of the easiest aquarium
plants to grow, once it becomes established. It
can grow as a floating plant or rooted in the substrate. It is very easy to spread as it grows tiny
plantlets on the existing leaves that can be separated to be placed else where. Also any large
leaves that break off will float to the surface and
spout roots growing into its own plant. This plant
is often used in its floating role as a nutrient
sponge for tanks that are newly set up or having
algae issues. Adding this to the tank will often quickly out compete most algae. When grown in the substrate,
water sprite will quickly grow to the surface. It grows like a fern as all the leaves emerge from the base of the
plants and unfurl upwards. For this reason, it can take up a lot of space in an aquarium. It can grow up to 30
inches tall, so it will quickly reach the surface of most tanks. Lighting is not a issue with this plant as it will grown
in low to high lighting.
Trimming water sprite and keeping it under control is probably the most difficult part of growing this
plant. It can be trimmed and if you cut a large leaf, another will grow back in its place. Instead, its better to remove the entire plant, cut off a few leaves and let them sprout roots. These new smaller plants can be plantedwhere the old plant used to be. CO2 and fertilizers are not needed for healthy growth but adding them will increase growth rates substantially. Unfortunately, certain species or snails and fish love to eat water sprite. However these species will often eat other plants species as well are best avoided all together in a planted tank.
Water sprites ease of care makes it an ideal plant for a beginner and advanced hobbyist alike with its multiple uses and beauty. If you have not tried this plant yet, give it a try, its well worth it.

T hanks G len
London Aquaria Society
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MONTHLY JAR SHOW
Month

Fi s h

C a t eg o r i es

September

open

fish

Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos)

October

open

fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks,
Rasboras, White Clouds….)

November

open

fish

C l as s
My Favourit e Fish
Family

Cichlids -substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

Due to Christmas Pot Luck

January

open

fish

February

open

fish

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise)

March

open

fish

Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

fish

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

fish

My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

Due to Awards Night

C.A.R.E.S. F i s h

-

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

Non-Fish
Bowl Beautiful
Novelty Tank
Family
Pairs
-

Executive Meeting
November 4, 2018

L o a c h eMinutes:
s , S u c k eDue
r s to
& not
C a having
t f i s h a (quorum
e . g . Cato the
r y dlast
o r meeting,
a s , B r othere
c h i sare
, Pnol eminutes
c o s ) to approve. There were no reported errors or omissions from the notes taken at the last meetBEST IN SHOW
ing.
Name
Month
Fish Name
Gift Certificate Sponsor
Called to order at 10:07 by Nancy Egelton at the St. Catharines auction.
J. McNaughton

March Mollies, Platties, Swordtails Lyretail Gold Dust Molly,
Executive
Attendance
female (Poecilia sphenops)

Position
J. McNaughton

Name
March Mollies,
Platties, Swordtails LyretailAbsent/Presen
Gold Dust Molly, t
(Poecilia sphenops)
Nancy Egelton (TCGG) female Present

President

J. McNaughton
March
1st.
VP

Pets 'n Ponds

Mollies,
Swordtails
Swordtail, female (Xiphophorus helleri)
Peter Platties,
DeSouza
(HDAS) LyretailAbsent

Red
Blue

2nd.Name
VP
Ann-Marie Towell (TCGG)
(Skype)
Month
Adult FishPresent
Competition
Corresponding
Murray
Brown
(TCGG)LyretailPresent
J. McNaughton Secretary
March Mollies,
Platties,
Swordtails
Gold Dust Molly, female (Poecilia sphenops)

Ribbon
Red

Recording
Secretary
J. McNaughton
March

Ann Stevens
(HDAS) LyretailPresent
Mollies,
Platties, Swordtails
Swordtail, female (Xiphophorus helleri)

Blue

Treasurer
Glen Hawkins

Ed Bosker
(HDAS)
Present
open
Leopard
Endler (Poecilia wingei)

Red

March

Past President

Ron Bishop (LAS)

Absent

Also In Attendance:

Phil Barrett & Cindy Golden
SPECIAL THANKS
TO ALL MEMBERS WHO BRING
Ernest Bikcimirov
Lisa Boorman (Skype)
FISH & PLANTS TO OUR
MONTHLY SHOW & AUCTION
Old Business

Minutes: Due to not having a quorum at the last meeting, there are no minutes to approve. There were no reported errors or omissions from the notes taken at the last meeting. Meetings will stay in Waterdown and Ann
to will check to reduced the rent, due to our budget restraints.
London Aquaria Society
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Executive Meeting
November 4, 2018
Old Business…. cont’d
Meeting dates for 2019 are : January 20th., February 10th., March 17th. and April
28th.
Pet Expo: We will be getting a special link to purchase tickets and we will get a click through. Fish will be for
sale only on Saturday.
They are supplying 20, 10 gallon tanks, which will be kept by Pet Expo and Jerry offered plain lids for them.
Volunteers are needed for 2 hour periods and will be given a free pass to the show. Proceeds for the sale of fish,
will go to CAOAC. Any fish not sold will go back to the club or Nancy will take them and find a home.
Club banners would be nice to have on display. Clubs are to bring flyers or business cards to the show to
promote their club. Nancy has some business cards made up for CAOAC with a blank backing for a place to
write any information shared. Ann will create a master list of all clubs to hand out, divided by regions. Murray
will take the square reader for any credit card transactions.
Grant has set up an agreement with the International Centre that if any clubs want to have a speaker,
something may be set up with them to host it there. More details to follow.
There is a presentation of the budget and a motion was made to accept the CAOAC budget by Nancy
and seconded by Ann Marie.
Nancy motioned to accept the convention budget, seconded by Murray.
Murray Brown will get a signing with Peter DeSouza and remove Ron Bishop. Ann is to set up an appointment at the bank.
2 items to be paid for are the Rocket Stick and computer maintenance and a cheque to Ed for postcards
for the convention. A motion to accept the report by Murray, seconded by Nancy. Carried
Nancy reported there were positive emails about roving meetings. Phil suggested to maybe having only one in
the spring and one in the fall for more consistency.
Motion to adjourn at 11:30 Called to order at 12:00 by President Nancy and welcomed everyone.
Nancy reported there were positive emails about roving meetings. Phil suggested to maybe having only
one in the spring and one in the fall for more consistency.
Motion to adjourn at 11:30
Treasurers report: See Executive report for details. Motion to accept Nancy, seconded Murray.
Business Arising from Executiv e: See Executive minutes.

Committee Reports
Called to order at 12:00 by President Nancy and welcomed everyone.
If you would like to be a part of a committee, please contact either the chair or an Executive Member.
AHD: Nothing to report.
Archivist: Nancy asked if there were any archives and Ed reported that there were about 6 boxes in storage.

London Aquaria Society
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Executive Meeting
November 4, 2018

Committee Reports
Awards: The December meeting is the deadline for the Authors Award submissions. The
January 2019 CAOAC
meeting is the deadline for the Newsletter Award submissions. These submissions, judged by the Award Committee, are to be sent to the Awards Chair by this date.
All other submissions are due at the February 2019 CAOAC meeting. These submissions can be sent at any
time to the Awards Chair. You don’t have to wait until the deadline to apply.
Binder: No updates.
Fish Breeders Directory: I do have a report of breeding from Hamilton but I have not had a chance to get it
finished. Most likely will contain at least one first in award when it is done.
Fish Rescue: Nancy reported that all clubs should have their own fish rescue.
A contest will be held to name the fish rescue program for CAOAC. This name will be the national name
across Canada and the winner will be chosen by the Executive and will receive a free pizza party for their club.
This program will be available to get a donation from the (Don) Cherry Foundation. The club will then
choose what to do with the fish they rescue.
Futures: In the New Year, some conference calls will take place and we are still looking for volunteers.
Judges: Brian reported that they are looking at what criteria is needed to be a judge in stages. We are also creating a fish standards criteria. We are looking to meet in January where a standardized test will be created.
Memberships: Cheques have been received from the following clubs: Through PayPal:
• New club – Thunder Bay Aquarium Society $78.00
• Aquarium Society of Winnipeg $310.00

• Saskatoon Aquarium Society $330.00

• Trans Canada Guppy $90.00

• Hamilton & District $330.00

• Ottawa Valley Aquarium Society - $310.00 (less fees)
Newsletter : A news release was included with information on new Health regulations. Mike Majer advised
us that they are training current vets to be trained for aquarium fish.
Open Show: No Report Steering: No Report
Ways & Means: Fish food donated by Jeff – 50/50 - $10.00
Website: Site information has been shared with Scott Vanderfleet and calendar updates have been added as
received to remove club needs form as it’s out of date.

Club Reports
Barrie: - Our October meeting featured one of our own members, Ken Parkes who gave an excellent presentation on planted aquariums. His talk included how to set up a planted aquarium with particular substrates, fertilizer and lighting options and affordable practical methods to have success with plants.
Ken prepared a great slide presentation, showing many popular plants that can be considered for the
aquarium. The demonstration aquarium Ken used for his talk was kindly donated to the club to be auctioned off
later that evening. A variety of plants was auctioned off as well.
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Club Reports…. cont’d
On October 20th, some BRASS members got together for one of our popular fish
store tours, taking in visits to a variety of stores in Mississauga and Brampton. Our November meeting will feature a DIY tank re-sealing demonstration and our spring Auction
preparations have begun.
BRASS hopes to engage our local community more by looking into opportunities
to promote our club and hobby in local malls or at other complimentary community events. We look forward
to promoting our hobby with fellow CAOAC Clubs in the Aquarium Section at the Pet Expo in Toronto on November 24 and 25th.
Betta Breeders: No report
Calgary: We have 82 members and our last auction was on October 21st. Our last meeting had Vishaal Dalal
speaking on live cultures and we will have our elections this month and our Aquaticon is on March 2nd.
Chatham-Kent: We haven't had our meeting this month yet but it was really nice having new members join at
the last meeting. We are looking forward to our potluck Christmas meeting on December 8th. Other clubs are
welcome to join but they need to bring something to eat and a couple of small wrapped fish related presents.
Durham: Our November meeting will be our fall auction and the December meeting is our Holiday social.
Hamilton: – Our October speaker was Bob Wright with a fantastic program on his trip to the Atlanta Aquarium. At our November 8th. meeting, our guest speaker, Art Comisso, will be doing a live Aquascaping demonstration. The completed tank will be auctioned off with all proceeds going to “Neighbour to Neighbour”. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Kitchener-Waterloo: Our November meeting was attended by about 37 members and our guest presenter
was KWAS member Zenin Skomorowski, on the Keystone Clash Convention in Harrisburg Pennsylvania and why
you should attend Conventions. The Mini Show classes were Anabantids (Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish, etc),
Plants and AOV. There were 4 people showing 6 fish. There was a raffle and mini-auction.
We are looking forward to our Pot Luck and members raffle in December. Find Kitchener-Waterloo
Aquarium Society meeting and mini show photos on Facebook. Our website is www.kwas.ca
Société d’Aquariophilie de Montréal :

Nothing to report.

Trans Canada Guppy : The Trans Canada Guppy Group will be in attendance at the Pet Expo on November
24th. and we have purchased the remaining stock of Bryan Chin’s 2 books and they will be available for sale at
the November 10th., club meeting.
We are cutting ties with IFGA and are now official members of the IKGH and World Guppy Association.
Windsor: Thank you Peter, Jeff, Nancy, Carla, Ann Marie and Myron for sending their reports prior to the
meeting. Thank you to those who sent their reports afterwards. It is appreciated.

Old Business
Convention 2019: The Trans Canada Guppy Group has secured our speaker for the 2019 CAOAC Convention and the sponsor is Steven Elliott from England. He will be speaking and explaining Guppy Classification
classes.
Jody McManus has recommended Barbie Fiorentino, from the states, to become a corporate sponsor.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Meeting
June, 2018

Club Reports….cont’d
Dave Holland recommended Mike Marcotrigiano but we already have a guppy
person. Ann suggested Tim McAskie from Durham may be interested in doing a talk.
Also, possibly, someone from Ripley’s Aquarium. Brian suggested Dr. David
Slesher. It has been suggested that Ann & Nancy will to go to the Convention hotel for next years setup.
Meeting adjourned at 1:15 by Ed.

Upcoming Events
December 2018
9th.: The CAOAC Meeting will have a change of
venue. Our new venue will be at Weston Lions
Arena, Toronto.

January 2019

February 2019
10th.: The CAOAC Meeting will be held at the
Optimist Hall in Waterdown.

March 2019

20th.: The CAOAC Meeting will be held at the

2nd.: Calgary Aquarium Society at Aquaticon.
17th.: The CAOAC Meeting will be held at the
Optimist Hall in Waterdown
Optimist Hall in Waterdown.
Check the website calendar for links and for
31st.: Barrie Regional Aquarium Society of Simcoe
more details.
Auction
P LE AS E RE ME MBE R T O SE N D ME YO U R C L U B EV EN T S
T O BE I N C L UD E D O N T HE C ALE N D A R

PIJAC Releases Response to National Geographic Betta Article
PIJAC Members: PIJAC is gearing up to fight what has emerged as a multi-pronged attack on Betta fish sales
and ownership. We believe this is likely an organized test run, leading to a larger effort to limit or ban the sales
of many fish and possibly expand to other species as well. A potential threat to the entire pet care community.
The attacks so far have come through legal action, media and public protests :
• An October 30th, National Geographic website article, “Betta fish are often mistreated in the pet industry, evidence suggests,” included many misrepresentations and questionable conclusions. The PIJAC, in collaboration
with the Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association (OATA), the European Pet Association (EPA) and the Ornamental Fish International (OFI), contacted them seeking corrections, but the few edits they made did little to rectify
the situation. To alert the industry, we worked with Pet Age to publish our response addressing the article’s inaccuracies.
• A class action suit over selling small aquariums, which sought plaintiffs over the past few weeks, has now been
filed in Oregon.
• PETA is organizing public protests, demanding that retailers stop selling Bettas. PIJAC staff, leadership and
members of our Aquatic Committee are leading a collaborative industry response to this threat. We are asking
you to contact me ASAP at bob@pijac.org or 202-452-1525, x1070 if:
• If you are aware of other similar actions or threats to the fish care community, or you would like to learn
more about, or get involved in this effort, please contact, Bob Likins Vice President, Government Affairs Pet
Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC).
London Aquaria Society
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PIJAC Releases Response to National Geographic Betta Article
By: Pet Age Staff, November 28, 2018
Press release: Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council

By Bob Likins, VP of Government Affairs for PIJAC

On October 30th, National Geographic posted an article to their website with the title “Betta fish often
mistreated in pet industry, evidence suggests.” This piece included several misrepresentations of the hobby and
the trade, so the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) joined with the Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association (OATA), the European Pet Association (EPA), and Ornamental Fish International (OFI) to submit a reply
seeking clarifications and corrections. The edits they made following receipt of our expressed concerns do little
to rectify the situation, so we are reprinting it here for your consideration:
While we as leaders in the responsible pet trade, share the concern for animal welfare expressed in Kristin
Hugo’s recent piece on betta fish and encourage everyone who owns or cares for animals to consistently monitor their living conditions, we are concerned by the numerous misrepresentations in the piece which paint an inaccurate and misleading picture of the way the responsible pet trade treats bettas.
We, as organizations, do not typically respond to releases from the People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) because they are generally sensationalized and either staged or highly edited. However, the fact
that a respected publication such as National Geographic has chosen to use one of their claimed “exposes” as the
basis for an article compels us to do so in this case.
Let’s begin with the article’s title: “Betta fish often mistreated in pet industry, evidence suggests.” The article never validates this claim. When the author contacted Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) just prior
to publication, her concern was with the shipping conditions as described by PETA. Contrary to the article’s
statement that PIJAC did not provide comment, they pointed out that the people responding to PETA’s YouTube video had already refuted PETA’s assertions by describing the physiology of the betta fish and further informed her that they had circulated her questions to their aquatic experts. The focus then apparently changed
almost exclusively, to how people keep betta fish, not how the industry treats them, and the article was published a few hours later. What discussion there is about the pet industry actually undermines the headline, as it
points out that the stores cited stock fish in a way that minimizes their time in the store and that the corporate
HQ is responsive to concerns about animal welfare.
The Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association
(OATA) was contacted outside office hours and not
given time to respond, prior to the article’s publication.
The author also routinely misinterprets what
others have written throughout the article. She
states that “They do not naturally live in tiny puddles in the wild, despite rumors” and links to an article that actually says “Since they can live in virtual
puddles in their natural habitat, they can survive in
small, oxygen-deprived environments.”

London Aquaria Society

18

PIJAC Releases Response to National Geographic Betta Article
cont’d from page 18

Bettas often live in small streams that will dry up into a series of puddles during the dry season. This is
why they have adapted their unique method of breathing and highly developed ability to jump (to get from one
puddle to the next).
A bolder misinterpretation of existing research, begins a paragraph with “And, yes, fish are capable of being happy and unhappy.” Nothing in the paper that she cites, however, concludes that fish are capable of being
happy or unhappy; the subject of the paper is whether or not fish feel pain.
While this is an interesting subject, and one in which she would be better served by citing the work of
D.Phil. Victoria Braithwaite, it has nothing to do with keeping a betta (or any other) fish in an aquarium, and her
speculative conclusion is not supported by the documentation she provides.
Finally, the author’s conclusion, or “Sourcing” section, is almost completely irrelevant to this article. She
brings up cyanide use, damage to the coral reefs, breeding practices, traceability, animal handling, destructive
fishing methods, overexploitation and introducing non-native species to an area. While all of these may be
causes for concern, few of them apply to betta fish and none of them are discussed, or even explained, in the
article.
PIJAC finds both the misrepresentations in the article and National Geographic’s unwillingness to substantively correct them to be irresponsible. Thorough investigative reporting and sound science are essential to continuing to improve all aspects of animal welfare and we actively support both.
Disappointingly, this situation mirrors one two years ago, when National Geographic published an article
on the illegal use of cyanide by unscrupulous fishers, a practice decried by the responsible aquatics community.
PIJAC provided them with evidence from Dr. Andy Rhyne proving that supporting data in the piece was fraudulent. Not only did they take insufficient action to correct the article at the time, they continue to spread bad information to this day by referring back to that unrelated article in this betta piece.
National Geographic’s limited corrective action and its posture toward the marine ornamentals trade,
leave a lot to be desired. PIJAC will continue to work with OATA, EPA and OFI, and other organizations like
them, to advocate for an accurate portrayal of the international aquatics community. We encourage anyone interested in learning more about, or getting involved in, this issue to contact bob@pijac.org.
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CAOAC typically holds its meetings on the dates shown below each year.



Third Sunday in January - Newsletter award nominations are due and club

memberships accepted .



Second Sunday in February - R e c o g n i t i o n a w a r d s n o m i n a t i o n s a r e d u e .



Third Sunday in March - A w a r d s C o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g p r e c e d e s t h e E x e c u t i v e

Meeting.



Third Sunday in April - Annual Reports due .



Victoria Day Weekend in May - CAOAC Annual Convention and Annual General Meeting with Executive elections.
* See Calendar below for any changes to this dat e



Fourth Sunday in June (avoids Fathers Day on the third Sunday) - Committee heads chosen.



Third Sunday in September - Budget day.



Third Sunday in October.



Third Sunday in November.



Second Sunday in December - Authors and Advanced Authors Awards nominations due - Meership applications due.
Occasionally dates may have to be moved. Please check this calendar often to be kept up-to-date. Dates in
GREEN are official CAOAC meeting dates. Clubs are respectfully asked NOT to hold events on these dates.

THE EXTREME AQUARIUM
SARNIA’S NEWEST AQUARIUM STORE
WE SPECIALIZE IN FRESH AND SALTWATER FISH
782 ROSEDALE AVE

SARNIA, ONTARIO

519 -328-7226

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, 6:00 P.M. -9:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
IF IT’S NOT IN STOCK, WE WILL GO TO
EXREME MEASURES TO FIND IT FOR YOU.

Pepper’s Pearls
Revealing pearls t og et her!
Pe p p e r s Pe a r l s @ o u t l o o k . c o m
F B : @ Pe p p e r s Pe a r l s
519-281-8239
London Aquaria Society

20

Advice for life!
Thank you for welcoming us to the community and making our first year a success.
Pharmacists Ed Plesko and Dave Perlman, along
with Registered Pharmacy Technician Jennifer
Gerber Maclean make up one of London’s most
experience pharmacy teams. We provide you
with exceptional pharmacy service in a professional, efficient and courteous manner.
In a world where “Big Pharma” sometimes treats customers like a number, we strive to
make a personal connection with each and every
patient. We are independently owned. There
are no quotas here and your privacy is always
protected.
You and your health matter to us. Advice for Life is more than a slogan, it’s our philosophy. Come in and meet our team. You’ll

be glad you did.
Ed, Dave and Jen
Your London Center PharmaChoice Teams

Store Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Friday
11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and

107-230 HANLON CREEK BLVD

aquarium supplies from AngelFins.

Guelph, Ontario N1G 3M5

Canada

Phone: 519-546-6911

See our website for store hours.

E-mail: info@angelfins.ca

AngelFins http://angelfins.ca/

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4

Phone: 519 -782-4052
Fax: 519 -782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
Over 80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main objective is to
promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish
and to provide a means through which hobbyists may
exchange ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may
be reprinted provided full credit is given to the Author,
the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears,
is to be mailed to:

G reat J ob L eanne

London Aquaria Society
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S outh we ste rn
Pet Ce ntre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas
& Saskatoon,
London, Ontario
Please Support Them,
They support us!!!
M o nd a y - W e dn e sda y : 9:30 a.m. -8:00 p.m.
Thursday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279
www.yelp.ca/biz/southwestern
-pet-centre-london-2

P ET PAR A DIS E
S UP ERSTO RE

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS
 Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
 Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
 Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
 Pets Always Welcome!
RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES
WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP CARD.
Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

w w w. pe tp a ra di s elo n d o n. co m

FISH & STICKS

TROPICAL FISH

Bonsai and Tropical Fish
385 Talbot Street
St. Thomas, Ontario
Don Lucas
Owner/Operator
donlucas123@hotmail.com
(519) 914-6653

OVER

519-245-0721
11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
Join us on Facebook at:
Pets’n’ponds
Monday - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society

23

www.bigalscanada.com/stores/locations/London/london.html
COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER
FOR THETROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST










10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED
519-668-2752

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)
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