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Quick Stats

Care Level Easy Temperament Peaceful

Color Form: Black, Blue, Red, Yellow Diet: Carnivore

Water Conditions: 73-79° F, KH 5-8, pH 6.0 - Origin: Captive-Bred

Family: Aplocheilidae Minimum Tank Size: 20 gallons
Compatibility : View Chart

What do these Quick Stats mean? Click here for more

information

The Clown Killifish is captive-bred but is normally
found in water holes, streams, and marshes in Africa. Thg
term Killy is derived from the Dutch word meaning ditch or
channel, not because this fish is a killer in the aquariu
These fish are ideal fish for the community aquarium, and
will add some vibrant color and activity to these aquariums.
The males of this species are very brightly colored, with the
body having alternating black and yellow vertical stripes
resembling a bumblebee. The dorsal and anal fins are ver
dramatic with blue and red stripes. The female of this spe;
cies are more subdued in color and form.

This species of Killifish is not an annual species. The/

eggs do not need to be removed from the water after
spawning. They prefer to lay their eggs within a spawning mop or java moss. They are very easy to breed, and
the eggs will hatch within 12 to 14 days. Once hatched, place the fry in a small holding tank and feed the new-
born fish live baby brine shrimp. Be sure to cover the holding tank as the fish may jump.

Clown Killifish will accept most live foods such as brine shrimp, white worms, tubifex, and some dry flake
and frozen foods.

Approximate Purchase Sie: 1/2"to 3/4"
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**Upcoming Eyents

,chtober 9, 2018: Ken Boorman (Chatham) will speak

on invasive species.

eNovembe? 13, 218 Al Ridley (Kitchener) will speak
about Barbs.

Decembes 11, 20&8: Our Christmas Potluck Dinner.

January 8, 2019 Ron and Annette will do a talk on

their trip to Ripley's Aquarium.
é....eé..519
February 12, 208: Frank Aguirre- TBD

March 12, 2019: Rick Bornstein- Tips and Tricks
€afed preserfiation believe).

cApuld, 2019 darry Johnson- Africa Trip
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President's Message

The London Aquaria Society show and auction was a great suc
cess! Many thanks to all who supported us and all who helped make it
happen. ltdés a | ot of hard wor k,

October is here already! The meeting this month will fea-
ture Ken Boorman speaking about invasive species. The jar show
will be Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks,Ras-

boras, White Clouds etc.) as well as the usual open fish and plant categories. We will have our auction as
usual, so bring in any extra fish, plants or aquaria related things you wish to sell

Anyone wanting to find out what wedre al/l about
all there.

Happy Thanksgiving .......o=

London Aquaria Society

Great blue spotted mudskipper
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3TR342j69¢c9QBypF4s0xwdm/great -blue-spotted-mudskipper

Why do these fish dance on land?

1 Spending as much as 90% of their time on land, Mudskippers have adapted how they move, breathe and se¢
out of water.

w

T Their eyesight has adapted to see better in air
on land.

T The |l enses in mudskipperds
tened to see in air, meaning their underwater vision is poor. ve—

How else are Mudskippers adapted to living on land?

1 There are 24 species of mudskippers and they are a

. . ..
uniquely adapted to live out of water. Some can spend as

much as two and a half days out of water. -

1 As well as breathing through their gills while in water on
land, mudskippers can absorb oxygen directly from the air;
through their skin and through the lining of their mouth &
which is why they are often

1 To move on land, these fish have adapted 'shoulder' jointqt;'.-'f’
which, along with modified fins enable them to walk, ' =
climb, jump and swim in a skipping motion known as
6crutchingd. '
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Fish with human-like teeth known as the
'vegetarian piranha’ found in two Michigan lakes

www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article -3742492/Fish-human-like-teeth-known -vegetarian-piranha-two -Michigan-lakes.html
By Regina F. Graham For Dailymail.com
Published: 20:22 EDT, 15 August 2016 | Updated: 01:42 EDT, 16 August 2016

1 The red-bellied pacus has been caught by anglers at least three tim
in July in Lake St. Clair and Port Huron
1 The fish,which has mostly a vegetarian diet, is related to piranhas
1 Pacus are native to the Orinoco and Amazon river flood plains and
basin
1 It's suspected that they were introduced into the lakes by people who
owned them as pets but could no longer keep them ,
A fish with human-like teeth that's native to South America andBEzieEs i W e
related to piranhas has been surprisingly showing up in several southeastern lakes in Michigan.
The red-bellied pacus, which has mostly a vegetarian diet, has popped up on anglers' hooks in Lake S
Clair and Port Huron.
Also known by it's scientific name, the Piaractus brachypomus is rather popular among aquarium owner

due to its odd, unusual square teeth that shockingly look human. The piranha-like fish was caught at least three

times last month by fisherman in those southeastern lakes.

Scary? The reebellied pacus (above) with human-like teeth that's native to South America and related to
piranhas has been surprisingly showing up in several southeastern lakes in Michigan

According to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources(DNR), it's suspected that the pacus was in
troduced into the lakes by people who kept them as pets.

Pacus are native to the Orinoco and Amazon river flood plains and basin, the DNR says.Their unique
bodies are similarly shaped to their piranha cousins, but their pointed teeth are used to crush seeds and nuts.

The DNR said the pacus can grow to be about 35 inches in length, which in some cases shocks pet owne

who release them into the wild since they've outgrown their tanks.
Luckily, the pacus is not likely to become an invasive species in Michigan, since warm temperatures a

>t

vital to its survival. (7

However, the DNR said that releasing pets into thei
wild is likely to result in their death and is harmful to other
animals. ‘

It can also have detrimental implications for native eco-
systems and wildlife.

Outside of Michigan, at least 26 other states in the
country have reported pacus captures in the wild, the DNR
said.

America leads the world in importing ornamental fish,
which supports the worldwide aquarium industry that makes
over $1 billion annually.

5431356
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Siamese Algae Eater

https://www.theaquariumguide.com/articles/siamese-algae-eater

In many tanks, algae are the biggest problem. No matter how much you try to control the algae, they
keep appearing and bothering your tank. They appear on the substrate, on your new plants, on the decorations,
and even on the wall of your tank. Even more so, sometimes you cannot even maintain good lighting in your
tank because algae will fill it.

Get rid of Algae: To getrid of algae without all the chemicals and without cleaning your tank daily, you can
get an algae eaterlike the Siamese fish. This fish will feed from algae and keep your tank clean and clear.

The Siamese Algae eater is a freshwater fish found in every pet store. Although they have unique features
very often they are confused with other fish so pay great attention when buying one.

The Siamese fish is considered one of the best algae eaters, as it is extremely active and energetic. If y«
have more than one, you will be happy to see them swimming around in a group and feeding from the same
place until there is no algae left in your tank. Some Siamesemight be aggressive with other fish, thus observe
them for a few days to make sure they dondét hurt c
them away from small or very calm fish, as they can be disturbed by this active species.

Al t hough this fish wil!/ eat al gae, especially
other fish. The older they are, the more they will eat other kinds of food. This means feeding them less often,
otherwise they will not be interested to eat plants anymore. A good way would be to limit the amount of food
in a part of the tank where the Siamese does not frequent often.

Temperature: The recommended temperature for this fish is around 7275° Fahrenheit, but they will survive
if there are only a few degrees difference. On the other hand, some aquarists claim warmer water will cause it to
eat less and increase the algae, so it is better to keep them in tanks with cooler water.

As small and cute as this fish might seem, they will live longer than most of the fish; they have a
lifespan of almost ten years. Also, once a couple is created, they will establish their territory and react ag-
gressive towards anyone who
tries to come around them.

In general, most aquarists
| choose to keep this fish in heav-
ily planted tanks where they
will have plenty of places to
[’y hide, a large place to swim, and
a lot of algae to eat. A vital ele-
. ment is the fact that this fish will
S, ;/ | ¥ \ jump out of the tank with any

g fl s B opportunity. This means having
R RS At P permanent cover on your
X ' tank and make sure to have
lighting the fish cannot touch
and get burned.
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Siamese Algae Eater
contdéd from page 5

When you putt hem in the tank for the first time, you will be surprised to see they start eating algae
right away. They rarely need accommodations and can live in any tank, no matter the size. However,
consider putting them in a large tank after a few months, because they grow up to more than 5-7 inches.
The older they get, the more they refuse to eat algae, and so you will have to bring a few young ones in
to keep your tank clean.

Conclusion: Since you have the perfect cleaners in your tank, you can eliminate chemical substances and an
other tricks. Also you can increase your lighting without algae conquering the substrate. It is recommended to
keep the water parameters balanced all the time; although they are pretty resistant, they do not live well in hard
water and their lifespan will be reduced dramatically.

Make sure they have the minimum conditions and you will be able to enjoy a clean, beautiful tank that is algae-
free and populated with active fish.

Where did these hybrid fish come from?

By: Xochitl RojassRocha  July 25, 2014, 10:00 AM

In the Calnali River in Mexico, two pure species of swordtail fish live
side by side with a third population thatds a mixX
pure females would not mate with these hybrids, as the hybrids are considered less fit from an evolutionary per:
spective. But a new study shows thatds not t he clé
Xiphophorus birchmanni and Xiphophorus malinche, as well as the hybrids, tagging the animals and extracting
DNA to probe their mating patterns. They discovered that X. birchmanni and X. malinche did not mate with
each other, but that females of both species mated with the hybrids Hybrids can therefore act as a channel for

genes to flow between the pure
species populations, the team
will report next month in  7he
American Naturalist But if the
t wo pure speci
how did the hybrids form in
the first place? The researchers
suspect that contaminants in
runoff from rural villages con-
fused the fishie
which typically prevents them
from mating with other species.
Those contaminants may have
weakened over time, re-
erecting the olfactory barriers
to mating.

London Aquaria Society 6


https://www.theaquariumguide.com/articles/siamese-algae-eater
https://www.theaquariumguide.com/articles/the-aquarium-cleaning-guide
https://www.theaquariumguide.com/articles/how-to-avoid-algae-in-your-aquarium
http://www.sciencemag.org/author/xochitl-rojas-rocha
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/677033

