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Electric Blue Balloon Ram
(Microgeophagus ramirezi)
https://www.aquariumdomain.com/adSocial/index.php/electric-blue-balloon-ram/

Quick Care Facts:

Care Level: Intermediate to Expert

Temperament: Peaceful

Maximum Size: 3"

Minimum Tank Size: 20 gallons

Diet: Omnivore

Water Conditions: 76-82° F, KH 1-8, pH 5.0-6.8

Origin: Farm raised, selective breeding

Family: Cichlidae

Aquarium Type: Cichlid-New-World

Species: Rams

Species Information: The Electric Blue Balloon Ram or as it is also called the Electric Blue Angel Ram, is a selective bred variant of the Electric Blue Ram. Which is a color variant that has become very popular within the
hobby, even though it is slightly more difficult to keep than its wild-type cousin. The Electric Blue Balloon Ram is
a selectively bred variant which focuses on altering the body of the Ram to be taller, shorter and more stout the
otherwise more stream lined standard Ram body. Since Rams have a relatively short natural life span of a little
over 2 years, they mature from juveniles to adults rather quickly. The short lifespan of this species is also a factor
when selecting individuals for purchase as the larger more colorful specimens tend to be older individuals. Older
specimens also go through a form of menopause where they no will no longer spawn, thus hobbyists looking to
breed need to select young specimens.
Aquarium Care: Electric Blue Balloon Rams are generally considered to be an expert level only fish species
due to their rather specific water parameter requirements. Rams require soft acidic water with very stable pH
and water temperatures. However, with more and more Rams being farm raised and selectively bred in aquarium conditions, they are slowly becoming more tolerant of a wider range of water parameters. While their small
size makes them suitable for smaller aquariums (20 gallons), it is generally easier to maintain more consistent water parameters in larger aquariums. Electric Blue Balloon Rams also do better in groups of 5 to 10 individual
Rams than as a single specimen or a pair, thus they will need a reasonably sized aquarium (30 gallon plus) to
properly support the group.
Rams require excellent water quality with a low TDS (total dissolved solids), along with solid biological, mechanical and chemical
filtration. This is usually achieved by using a canister filter that is sized
for the next larger aquarium than the one being used to house the
Rams. Weekly partial water changes are also good at keeping TDS low
and overall water quality high.
cont’d on page 3
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Welcome to the June 2018 meeting of the London Aquaria Society.
We will have our usual auction but there will be no jar show.
There will be no speaker, due to us holding our potluck. The club
is providing pop, water and pizza. Please bring something you enjoy eating to share with everyone. If there is something that may be an allergy
for some people, please make a note of it on the item.
Year end awards will be handed out.
Elections will also be held. Please nominate anyone that you think will do well in any position on the Executive, according to the by-laws. There are some qualifications that must be met for certain positions and I look
forward to seeing some new faces on the Executive. If there is someone out there who would like to take a position on the executive, but is nervous about it, don't be, everyone on the Executive helps each other out.
Due to stress issues, I will be stepping down as President. I have enjoyed my years as President, working
with a terrific Executive over the years. I am sure that they will assist the new President as much as they helped
me. I will still be at the meetings and available to help as much as my health will
Ron Bishop
allow.
President
London Aquaria Society
I wish the new Executive much success. Have a great summer everyone.

Electric Blue Balloon Ram
cont’d from front page

Keeping them in heavily planted aquariums is also an effective, as plants
readily remove ammonia and nitrate from the aquarium as they use it as
a food source. Rams are best housed in groups of 5 or more individuals,
as they would live in social groups in the wild. While they are peaceful
towards other tank mates, they fight amongst themselves to establish a
group hierarchy. Larger groups of fish help to spread out their in-fighting,
which makes it easier on the group as a whole. They prefer aquariums
with a sand, gravel or mixed substrate, plenty of plants and driftwood.
Rocks, live plants and driftwood also work to create territory within the aquarium so that individuals can establish their own space within the tank.
Feeding & Nutrition: As the Electric Blue Balloon Ram is a selectively bred farm raised species, thus they are
very used to consuming commercially processed flake and pellet foods. They are generally considered aggressive
feeders, who will eagerly swim to the aquarium glass as the hobbyist approaches in anticipation of being fed. As
with most fish species, it is best to feed them a variety of food items in order to provide the necessary vitamins
and minerals to support a healthy immune system. Meaty flakes, mini-pellets, freeze-dried worms and frozen
brine and mysis shrimp are ideal. They should be fed a couple times per day and amount that they will consume
within five minutes.
London Aquaria Society
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Queen Arabesques Plecos L260
https://aquaticarts.com/products/l260-queen-arabesque-pleco-hypancistrus-sp-tank-raised

The L260 Queen Arabesque Pleco is truly royalty among the Hypancistrus family due to
its exceptional beauty, peaceful demeanor, and small, manageable size.
The L260 Queen Arabesque Pleco (Hypancistrus sp.) is an exquisitely beautiful member of the Loricariidae
family of South American suckermouth catfishes. Its entire body is covered in black and white “maze-like” stripes
(which are no more intricate than in this species), making it a very striking fish for the planted or nano aquarium.
Like many plecos, the Queen Arabesque Pleco has generally been a wild-caught species, but we are proud to be
among the first stores to offer superior tank-raised juveniles at a MUCH lower cost than wild-caught specimens!
A generally peaceful and hardy species, the Queen Arabesque Pleco is an excellent, undemanding candidate for most aquariums. Unlike the widely-seen Common Pleco (Hypostomus plecostomus) and Trinidad Pleco
(Hypostomus punctatus), which easily reach a monstrous size of 18 to 20+ inches (45 to 51+ cm), the Queen
Arabesque Pleco grows to a size of only 3.1 to 3.5 inches (8 - 9 cm). This smaller size makes for a much more
manageable (and less messy) pleco that can thrive permanently in a well-maintained aquarium as small as 25-30
gallons. Male plecos may be somewhat territorial with other males of their species, but disputes can usually be
diffused by providing ample territory and hiding places for each fish. All other fish tankmates will be generally
ignored, although it is likely that juvenile and subadult dwarf shrimp will fall prey to the Queen Arabesque
Pleco. However, ornamental snails will not be bothered and large Amano, Green Lace, Flower, and Vampire
Shrimp are generally unthreatened by the Queen Arabesque Pleco. Please note that this fish requires a significantly warmer temperature than some other fish and invertebrates, especially subtropical species. Some shrimp
will not thrive in these high temperatures.
The Queen Arabesque Pleco is primarily nocturnal, but will often become active during daytime hours
once established in an aquarium with plenty of driftwood, rockwork, and other hiding places. It is not known
to eat wood heavily like some plecos (Panaque sp., etc.), but it may benefit from some supplementary wood (or
bio-film on driftwood). The Queen Arabesque Pleco will not bother most plants and it is not an effective algae
eater. Feed the Queen Arabesque Pleco a diet heavy in both meaty and vegetable matter, including high-quality
vegetable flakes, sinking algae wafers and pellets. Like most Hypancistrus species, the Queen Arabesque Pleco is
omnivorous, but but it leans heavily on the carnivorous side. It will also appreciate being fed some fresh vegetables such as shelled peas, spinach, zucchini and cucumber. Meaty foods such as bloodworms are definitely necessary for this species, especially in comparison to some other “pleco” species. This
species also requires a very clean, wellmaintained aquarium with moderate to
high water flow in order to thrive.
The L260 Queen Arabesque Pleco
is a reclusive species, but it will typically
be increasingly outgoing in a heavily
planted and decorated aquarium with
peaceful tankmates.

London Aquaria Society
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Queen Arabesques Plecos L260
cont’d from page 4

What We Like About This Fish:


The Queen Arabesque Pleco is an extremely beautiful and very peaceful, hardy addition to almost any aquarium.



At a maximum size of 3.1 to 3.5 inches, this is a very practical and manageable fish.



This fish will not bother most plants. It will also scavenge and consume a great deal of uneaten fish food.



The Queen Arabesque Pleco is an aquarium fish with a striking appearance as well as plenty of personality.

CARE GUIDELINES:


Diet: Omnivorous, so a varied diet is necessary. This species is more carnivorous than many other “pleco”
species.



Social behavior: Generally solitary, but will socialize somewhat, especially during breeding.



Origin: Tank-raised, but indigenous to Rio Tapajos, Brazil, South America.



Average adult size: 3.1 – 3.5 inches (8 – 9 cm)



Average purchase size: 1+ inches (2.5+ cm)

RECOMMENDED TANK PARAMETERS:


pH level range: 5.5 - 7.5 (flexible as long as sudden changes
are avoided.)



Temperature range: 75.2 - 86° F (24 - 30° C)



KH: 6 - 10 dKH

MINIMUM TANK SIZE: 25 - 30 gallons.

Chapalichthys encaustus
www.goodeidworkinggroup.com/chapalichthys-encaustus

Excerpts from Website

Great Picture showing the umColouration: Jordan & Snyder wrote about the colouration bilical cord Ron.
in their description: "Color in alcohol light yellowish-olive; 9
short and narrow dark vertical bands on median part of body;
the first above base of pectoral; the ninth at base of caudal;
scales on dorsal region of body edged with black dots; upper
part of head dark; upper half of orbit black; opercles silvery;
dorsal fin with a little dusky; other fins without dark color.”
In life, the ground colour is somehow silvery shining.
Adults get yellow fin margins, sometimes totally yellowish. Especially the pectoral fins which often appear yellow to orange.
Adult fish (females?) present a yellow to orange coloured
venter.
London Aquaria Society
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Chapalichthys encaustus
cont’d from page 5

Biology: Young fish with 9.0mm SL taken from Lago de Chapala on 26
March and a 16mm fish taken on 23 May suggest that the reproduction occurs during spring. Meek (1904) stated that young were born in the latter
part of May. He found 21 near-term embryos each 10mm long in a female
68mm long.
Diet: The bifid teeth, the long convoluted gut and 20-28 slender gill rakers suggest it is herbivorous. Nevertheless, some observers documented this species jumping out of the water and catching flying insects in the Lago de
Chapala.
Remarks: The whole fish are dried in the sun for food around Lago de Chapala, where this abundant species is
taken by commercial fishermen. Hieronimus (1995: pl.4, opposite p.90) recorded the species from the Atlantic
Slope in the Río San Juan del Río in Queretaro. I judge this to be another interbasin transfer by human action.
Earlier collections at this locality revealed two cyprinids and Goodea atripinnis (as Goodea gracilis Hubbs and
Turner).
In France have been selected some albinotic specimens and distributed in the Hobby. As far as we know,
these are the only documented albinotic Goodeids.

The Stargazer Fish:
“Meanest Fish In Creation That Electrocutes It’s Prey”
By: Joseph Simonds on July 18, 2016
Found In: Best Fishing Stories • Fishing Fun

“The meanest fish in creation…” That is what many have called the Stargazer fish. This odd-looking fish
with the ability to electrocute other fish and eat them alive likes to bury itself and camouflage itself before going
in for the attack.
Quite honestly, I had never heard of the stargazer fish until someone posted a “Fish ID” question in our
private Salt Strong Facebook grou p (that ended up being a stargazer), and after doing some research, I
knew this fish was too cool not to share with everyone and yes, someone in our Facebook group actually caught
one of these fish!

6 Interesting Things About The Stargazer Fish
1. Distinct Eyes and Mout h: The Stargazer fish has eyes that are situated on top of its head and the mouth is
bigger than normal, facing upwards. Hence, the name stargazer that means gazing or “aiming at the stars. ”
The scientific name, Astroscopus, means the same thing (aiming at the stars). The northern stargazer or
Astroscopus guttatus is found between the waters of the East Coast of America from New York all the way
down to Florida (although usually found in North Carolina on up).
They can be found in the sea depths of 37 meters and its length can be up to 24-inches.

London Aquaria Society
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The Stargazer Fish:
“Meanest Fish In Creation That Electrocutes It’s Prey”
cont’d from page 6
With this set of eyes and mouth, the stargazer fish is one of the only fish in the entire sea
that is always looking up to catch its prey.

2. Venomous Spines: Stargazers have two venomous
spines that may cause electric shocks to their prey (and also
to human divers in the deep).
Note: The terms poisonous and venomous are mistakenly
used interchangeably when it comes to wildlife and marine life. Poisonous means that you need to touch or eat
the animal for you to be poisoned as in a frog.
On the other hand, the term venomous is being used when an animal like a snake has to inject its venom
to a human being to be attacked or affected.
So, stargazer fish is venomous, as it has a different approach to finding and killing its prey. The two venomous spines are its line of defense and offense, as it skillfully and successfully find and feed on its target. The
venomous spines are located at the back of the opercles and at the top of their pectoral fins.
3. Scary Electric Shocks Behind the Eye s: Stargazers have another very unique characteristic which
are the electric shocks behind their eyes.
The Stargazer fish is one of the marine bony fishes
that are called bioelectrogenic. Another example is the
striped catfish. These two out of the eight fishes
evolved through electrobiogenesis.
Both of these species use these powerful electric
shocks to ward off attackers or predators and at the
same time attack their prey.
Want to learn how stargazer fish initiate and
commence their attack and eat strategy? Keep reading…
London Aquaria Society

7

The Stargazer Fish:
“Meanest Fish In Creation That Electrocutes It’s Prey”
cont’d from page 7
4. Unpredictable Attacks While Buried & Camouflaged In The
Sand: If you Google stargazer fish and search for images online, you will
see how it buries itself in the sands in the depths of the waters and camouflages. In most of its pictures, you will only notice its eyes and mouths appearing in the sands (like the picture above).
This is how it captures its prey: Stargazers have a highly programmed
technique in discovering and digesting their meal. They mostly eat crabs,
other fish, and other invertebrates (even those that are longer than they are).
They will bury themselves in the sand with only their eyes and mouths
showing. They will camouflage or blend themselves in to their environment. As they do that, they will create
chaos as they flap their gills giving the effect that a fish is being trapped underway.
As they are buried in the sands, they will intentionally rotate their big eyes attracting the attention of the
prey that there is really a smaller creature trapped under the sand.
Of course, their target will be curious and interested in the commotion below. As it approaches the stargazer, the stargazer attacks, bites, and eats the prey quickly.
5. Exotic Delicacy: Would you eat this thing? There are some places and
cultures that consider and treat stargazer fish as a delicacy. Fish markets from
all over the world are selling this particular fish to tourists and other people
who are not afraid to taste this exotic fish.
Fish markets sell stargazer fish with the electric organ already removed. However, the venom once eaten is not poisonous anymore.
There is information on the internet that discourages eating stargazer
fish. Precautionary measures should be taken should you decide to buy and eat
stargazer fish.
6. “The Meanest Fish In creatio n”: Stargazer fish normally will
not attack if undisturbed or unprovoked. Stargazer fishes are very
dangerous and powerful as they can send electric shocks to their
prey if they are in the offensive. To defend themselves, they use
these electric jolts behind their eyes to scare away predators.
Their method of finding, killing, and eating their prey earned
them the title, “the meanest things in creation” because of the torture that their prey experience when they inflict their special powers
heartlessly.
It is no joke to catch and play with stargazers. Even night divers and professional fishermen can be attacked from down under.
However, if you are adventurous and brave enough to catch stargazers, you just need to practice extra
caution as they are venomous and ultra-dangerous.
London Aquaria Society
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New arrivals for fish at

Pet Paradise in London!
German Blue Rams
Electric Blue Rams
Dark Knight Rams
Gold Rams
Koi Angels SM
Blue Angels SM
Harlequin Rasbora
More Assorted Discus
Gold Barbs

Upcoming Events:

Queen Arabesques Plecos L260
Sunshine Plecos (Goldie Pleco) L014
Red Tail Chalceus

May 16, 2018
Club Meeting 8:00 p.m.

Chili Rasboras

- MattenFilter

Gouramis (Golds & Lavenders)

June 9, 2018 R achel O'Leary

Early Next week, will be Brazil.



L401 Plecos



L183 Starlight Bristlenose
(I have lots coming but they will go fast.)
Kelberi Peacock Bass
Azul Peacock Bass
Geophagus Altifrons
Eel-Tailed Banjo Catfish
True Jaguar Catfish (R are & only a couple coming )

Special Dinner/Talk



June 20, 2018

Club Meeting 8:00 p.m.
- Elections
Sept 19, 2018
Club Meeting 7:00 p.m.
- TBA

Did You Know...
Pink Beaches: The seven main islands
of Bermuda are located in the Atlantic Ocean,
1,050 km (652 miles) off the coast of the state of
North Carolina. A British territory, Bermuda
is surrounded by coral reefs and the sand on the
beaches is known for it’s pink tinge.

Thanks Annette
London Aquaria Society
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First-Ever Video of Baby 'Dumbo' Octopus Is So Adorable We Can't Deal
www.sciencealert.com/baby-hatchling-dumbo-octopus-first-video-grimpoteuthis
MICHELLE STARR, FEBRUARY 20, 2018

If there were a competition for the most adorable ocean creature, the dumbo octopus - named for the ear-like fins with which it
swims - would be right up there.
And now, for the first time, you can see an even-more-adorable newborn dumbo octopus thanks to researchers who have caught the little
cephalopod on camera.
It was back in 2005 when Tim Shank from Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution, aboard the Deep Atlantic Stepping Stones
expedition, first came across what looked like small tan golf balls attached to coral branches in the Northwest Atlantic, about 2,000 kilometres (1.2 miles) down. He collected several samples with the expedition's remotely operated vehicle to try to
figure out what they were.
"With each successive collection, it became apparent that this was some sort of an egg case," he said. "The
first few were open and empty, the next two contained a white gelatinous mass within, and the final collection
yielded the specimen described in the paper." He put it in a bucket of water in the ship's cold room, noting that
the egg, about 14 by 19 millimetres, was unbroken. However, by the time he went to remove the bucket from
the cold room to examine the egg more closely, it had started to hatch, the inhabitant wriggling its way out posterior-first, followed by its fins and its tentacles.
"Once the fins were observed while it was still in the bucket, it was clear that it was a 'dumbo' octopod,"
said curator Elizabeth Shea from the Delaware Museum of Natural History. Initially, the baby octopus didn't
move much after hatching, which probably happened prematurely due to the stress of being collected. But even
though it hatched too early, the octopus was fully formed, the researchers found.
After its initial torpor, it started moving about, during which time the researchers observed and filmed it. Although juvenile dumbo octopuses have been observed in the wild, this was the first time scientists had observed
a live hatching.
Dumbo octopuses (Grimpoteuthis) live in the deep ocean, at depths of 3,000 to 4,000 metres (9,800 to
13,100 feet), according to the Smithsonian, which means their natural habitat is difficult for humans to access.
This egg presented a rare opportunity.
After they had observed the cephalopod for two hours, the research team fixed the octopus egg case and
membrane for long-term storage and examined the octopus in closer detail, taking MRI scans to study the anatomy. This confirmed the octopus's genus as Grimpoteuthis, although the exact species is still unknown.
The researchers also found that the octopuses are fully formed from the very beginning, equipped with
everything they need to start independently living in their environment.
"The virtual exploration and 3D reconstruction of the internal anatomy of this deep-sea creature was particularly
revealing," said zoologist Alexander Ziegler from Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn in Germany.
London Aquaria Society
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First-Ever Video of Baby 'Dumbo' Octopus Is So
Adorable We Can't Deal
cont’d from page 10

"I was impressed by the complexity of the central nervous
system and the relative size of fins and the internal shell. However, for
me as a zoologist, the most interesting aspect of our discovery remains
the close interaction between the dumbo egg and the deep-sea coral
host."
The tiny octopus's fin cartilage, internal cartilage shell, and musculature was strong enough to start swimming, and its tentacles had a number of well developed suckers. It also had the ability to see its environment,
with fully developed eyes, and an internal yolk sac providing sustenance for a short time until the hatchling can
catch its first meal.
"We knew that adults are predominantly benthopelagic, that females lay eggs on the ocean bottom, and
that octopod eggs come in a variety of sizes, colors, and textures," Shea said.
"Our work connects the dots between a particular egg, a particular coral, and a particular octopod."

Danio rerio
Danio rerio Hamilton 1822
http://www.danios.info/fish/rerio.aspx

Common Name: Zebra Danio

Scientific Name: Danio rerio

Origin: Asia

Size: 45mm (3/4”) S.L.

Comments: This is probably the most common Danio available. Best kept in a shoal of at least six fish, they
are always swimming looking for food. Usually accepted as the easiest egg laying fish to spawn. There is also a
spotted variety available which is generally accepted to be a "man made" or alternatively a colour morph
(variation) fish known as Danio (Brachydanio) frankei or Leopard Danio. No evidence has been found that this
fish exists in the wild. Long finned varieties of both the Zebra and the Leopard Danios are also freely available,
with semi albino "gold" zebra Danios commonly bred.
In the last couple of years, the Zebra danio has been genetically modified to produce a so called 'Glo Fish'.
This fish is predominantly red in colour and under black light (UV), it glows. Yorktown Technologies in the USA
have patented the process whereby a gene from a coral is inserted into the genetic make up of the Danio. It
should be quite clearly understood that the sale of genetically modified fish is totally illegal throughout the
whole of the EU. Pictures of the fish are attached courtesy of Practical Fishkeeping Magazine.

London Aquaria Society
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Heterandria Formosa
Written by: Glen Hawkins, London Aquaria Society, May, 2018

This tiny little liverbearer goes by many
common names including, dwarf livebearer, dwarf
top minnow, least killifish, lesser killifish, mosquito
fish, and pygmy livebearer. There native habitat is
in South Carolina and all of Florida. Their maximum size is 3.6cm (1.4 inches) for females and 2
cm (0.8 inches) for males. They are a subtropical
species and live in a pH from 7 to 7.8 with temperatures from 20 to 26 degrees Celsius (68 to 79
degrees Fahrenheit). They are extremely hardy little fish and very adaptable. Planted tanks are perfect for these little fish which replicates their natural habitat. Because these fish are omnivores, they
will eat flakes, frozen, live foods and algae, which makes feeding easy. These last two foods are their favourites.
Breeding these fish is easy and they have a very unique way of reproduction. Rather than producing
monthly broods as most livebearers do, these fish use a method called superfetation. Superfetation is the growth
of the embryos of different stages growing insides the females at the time. The result is such that small fish can
produce larger fry of one or 2 on almost a daily basis. Thus the females are always gravid with young. Parents
rarely eat there fry and with a lush planted tank, fry with will be fine, survive and be content.
The males are slender and half the size of the size of the females with a very large gonopodium relative to
their size. The sexes are coloured alike with a silvery gold background with a dark spot at the base of the tail and
a thick horizontal bar running from the head to tail. This US native fish makes an excellent aquarium fish. Despite
often being called a killifish, it is actually the smallest livebearer and one of the world’s smallest vertebrates. A
well planted species tank with perhaps a shrimp or two would not require a heater and can be kept at normal
room temperatures. Even a sizable
colony can be housed comfortable in
a 15 gallon tank as these small fish
put little strain on a filtration system.
Not commonly found in
stores, these little fish can often be
obtained by US native fish or livebearer enthusiasts. With their small
size and hardy nature, they ship very
well. So, if you are looking for a tiny
terrific livebearer, give these beautiful
little fish a try.

Another great job Glen.
London Aquaria Society
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MONTHLY JAR SHOW
Month

Fish

Categories

September open

Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

open

November open

Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December none

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

January

Class
My Favourite Fish
F a m il y
C.A.R.E.S. Fish
-

open Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

Non -Fish

February open Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise)

Bowl Beautiful

March

open Mollies, Platies, Swordtails,

My Favourite Fish

April

open

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

Killifish

June

none

Due to Awards Night

Family
Pairs
-

Killifish
BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Glen Hawkins

May

Name
Glen Hawkins

Fish Name
Pairs Double Sword Black Bar Endlers Livebearer (Poecilia wingei)

Month
May

Adult Fish Competition
Pairs

Double Sword Black Bar Endlers Livebearer (Poecilia wingei)

Sponso r
Big Al's

Ribbon
Red

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL MEMBERS WHO BRING FISH &
PLANTS TO OUR MONTHLY SHOW & AUCTION.
Now That I’m Older
Here’s what I have discovered :
1. I started out with northing and I still have most of it.
2. My wild oats have turned into prunes and All Bran.
3. I finally got my head together; now my body is falling apart.
4. Funny, I don’t remember being absent-minded.
5. All reports are in: life is now officially unfair.
London Aquaria Society

cont’d on page 16
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar 2018
April:
8 - Barrie Region Aquarium Society Auction details to follow
15 - Durham Region Aquarium Society Aquariana, details to follow
21 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction, details to follow
22 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
22 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting Waterdown ON
29- Société d'Aquariophilie de Montréal - Super Auction , details here
May:
6 - London Aquaria Society Auction details to follow
18-20 - CAOAC Convention
June:
9 - Peel Region Aquarium Society Speaker Dinner with Rachel O'Leary, details to follow
24 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
24 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting and President's Lunch, Waterdown ON
September:
22 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction - details are to follow
30 - London Aquaria Society Show & Auction details to follow
October:
21 - Kitchener-Waterloo Aquarium Society Auction & Show - details are to follow

C.A.O.A.C. Calendar
Updated January 8, 2018
CAOAC typically holds its meetings on the dates shown below each year.
 Third Sunday in January - Newsletter award nominations are due and club
memberships accepted.


Second Sunday in February - Recognition awards nominations are due .



Third Sunday in March - Awards Committee meeting precedes the Executive Meeting .



Third Sunday in April - Annual Reports due.



Victoria Day Weekend in May - CAOAC Annual Convention and Annual General Meeting with Executive
elections. * See Calendar below for any changes to this date



Fourth Sunday in June (avoids Fathers Day on the third Sunday) - Committee heads chosen.



Third Sunday in September - Budget day.



Third Sunday in October.



Third Sunday in November.



Second Sunday in December - Authors and Advanced Authors Awards nominations due Membership applications due .
Occasionally dates may have to be moved. Please check this calendar often to be kept up-to-date. Dates
in GREEN are official CAOAC meeting dates. Clubs are respectfully asked NOT to hold events on these dates.

London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. CONVENTION REPORT
M a y 20 1 8
I attended the annual C.A.O.A.C. Convention on the May long weekend.
There were great speakers and I learned a lot.
All of the shows had lots of entries and the biotope contest was successful.
The Auction went smoothly, thanks to the Hamilton and District Aquarium Society,
who ran the Auction and donated their share of the proceeds to C.A.O.A.C.

The new C.A.O.A.C. Executive, became the Executive by acclamation.
The Elections were held at the AGM on Sunday.
Nancy Egelton is the new President.
Peter Desouza is the First Vice-President.
Ann-Marie Towel remains as the second Vice-President.
Ann Stevens remains as the Recording Secretary.
Ed Bosker remains as the Treasurer.
Murray Brown joins as the new Corresponding Secretary.
Next years Convention will be held at the same venue.

Golden Pheasant, Red Aphyosemion
Fundulopanchax sjostedti
http://diszhal.info/english/killifish/en_Aphyosemion_sjoestedti.php

·

Scientific name: Fundulopanchax sjostedti (Löhnnberg; 1895)

·

Synonyms: Aphyosemion caeruleum, Aphyosemion sjostedti, Aphyo

semion zimmeri, Fundulopanchax caeruleus, Fundulopanchax zimmeri, Fundulus caeruleus, Fun
dulus gularis caerulea, Fundulus sjostedti, Fundulus zimmeri, Blue gularis
·

Common name: Golden Pheasant, Red Aphyosemion

Group: Killifish
·

Habitat: Western Africa

Size: 14 cm

Breeding: Quite easy

Tank: Minimum 80 litres

·

Biotope: Found in water holes in west Africa from southern Nigeria and the western Cameroons as far as
Ghana.

·

Social behavior: A lively species that is predatory towards small fish.

·

Diet: Carnivorous, will eat only live food; recommended Tubifex, mosquito larvae, adult insects and small
fish.

London Aquaria Society
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Golden Pheasant, Red Aphyosemion
Fundulopanchax sjostedti
c ont’d from page 15
· Decoration: Needs a roomy tank with 8 to 12 inches of water (20-30 cm). Add a dark tank bottom and lots of vegetation
with plenty of hiding places such as roots and stones.
·

Temperature: 22-26 °C

pH: 6-7

·

Hardness: 2-12 NK°

Lifespan: 2 years

Description: An elongated species with a fan-shaped caudal fin. The color depends entirely on the population. Two variants are most often seen; a green and a golden type. The green variant has a base colour of green
with overlaying red spots and stripes. The lower parts are blue and the belly is white. The fins are green with
red markings and have a green edging. Females are reddish-brown. The golden race has an shiny olive-brown
back, and green-gold to blue-gold flanks. The front part of the body is marked with dark red spots, while the
rear part has several dark red, transverse stripes. The fins of this morph are green-gold in color and red splotches
mark them. Females are brown-gold.
The males are more brightly coloured than females, and males are also being larger. Breeding is possible
in a small tank: at least two gallons of water per pair. Add a tank bottom of thick peat since the fish bury their
eggs. After spawning press excess moisture from peat and keep it in plastic bags for 4 to 6 weeks at temperatures
between 18 and 20 °C. Do not let the peat dry. Be sure to air out the bag periodically. Add soft water to hatch
the fry. Feed them with small live food such as Artemia nauplii.
Read more: http://diszhal.info/english/killifish/en_Aphyosemion_sjoestedti.php#ixzz5H7028ngY

Now That I’m Older
cont’d from page 13

6. If all is not lost, where is it?
7. It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser.
8. Some days you’re the dog; some days you’re the hydrant.
9. I wish the buck stopped here; I sure could use a few.
10. Kids in the back seat cause accidents.
11. Can’t remember….read #4 again.
12. It’s hard to make a comeback when you haven’t been anywhere.
13. The only time the world beats a path to your door is when you’re in the
bathroom.
14. If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would have put them on my knees.

London Aquaria Society
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Are Live Plants for Your Aquarium?
www.liveaquaria.com/article/93/?aid=93

Featuring live plants in your aquarium not
only makes it more attractive, but is much healthier for your aquarium's inhabitants. Live plants
provide your fish a natural food source with the
ability to replenish.
By far the biggest benefit that live plants provide for
your aquarium is that they produce oxygen (O2) and absorb the carbon dioxide (CO2) and ammonia (NH3) that your fish generate. Adding live plants in your aquarium helps recreate a natural ecosystem in miniature, and may be one of the most beneficial ways to keep your
fish healthy.
Plants provide shelter and security for the fish. Because they compete with algae for nutrients, they can
help to reduce algae growth. Live plants enhance the appearance and provide a much more natural environment for the fish. By improving water quality and reducing stress, live plants are a great way to improve your
fishes' health. Adding live plants, however, does not reduce the need for water changes. When selecting live
plants, make sure that you select species that are true aquatic species and that are suitable for your specific water
type and fish species.
When first adding live plants to your aquarium, it is wise to choose a large amount of hardy plants such as Sagittaria, Sword Plants, or Moneywort. As you gain more confidence and experience, you can start including the
more sensitive plant species.
Plant Selection & Placement Tip s:

To create a natural-looking garden aquarium, add a diverse variety of
plant species. The visual effect is lush and beautiful.
While foreground and background plants help define
your composition, don't necessarily place only tall plants in
back and short in front. Placing some shorter plants in back
helps create the illusion of depth, like a tree viewed in the distance.
Don't forget the reds! A bold splash of red plants against
varied shades of green plants creates a dramatic visual focus.
Red varieties of Ludwigia and Rotala make great choices.
Aquascaping Tips: Caring for your maturing planted aquarium is both an art and a science. With the right technique and a
creative eye, you too can enjoy the rewards of a beautifully
sculpted garden. Here are some tips how:
 Tall stem plants like Rotala Indica will begin to bend over at
the surface if not pruned back. While this surface growth is ideal
for bubble-nesting gouramis, it also shades the plants below
from precious light.

London Aquaria Society
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Are Live Plants for Your Aquarium?
cont’d from page 17



Advantageous rooting plants can be pruned mid stem and replanted. Simply trim the bottom leaves of the
cutting and place back into the substrate, using bendable plant weights if necessary to anchor. Replant with
the same grouping for a fuller look, or experiment by interspersing these
single cuttings among other established groupings.
 Sometimes, a young plant that starts out looking fine in one location
soon outgrows its space. To thin out, either cut and toss individual leaves
or carefully pull out half the cluster by the roots and replant the extra in
another location.
Regular pruning of tall background plants and the thinning out of midand foreground plants will provide your aquarium with a defined and
clean composition. It's the hobbyist's pleasure to watch nature grow wild
in this small world we tend to, always pruning, shaping, clipping, and replanting for new roots to take hold.

THE EXTREME AQUARIUM
SARNIA’S NEWEST AQUARIUM STORE
WE SPECIALIZE IN FRESH AND SALTWATER FISH
782 ROSEDALE AVE

SARNIA, ONTARIO

519 -328-7226

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, 6:00 P.M. -9:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
IF IT’S NOT IN STOCK, WE WILL GO TO
EXREME MEASURES TO FIND IT FOR YOU.

Pepper’s Pearls
Revealing pearls t og et her!
Pe p p e r s Pe a r l s @ o u t l o o k . c o m
F B : @ Pe p p e r s Pe a r l s
519-281-8239
London Aquaria Society
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Advice for life!

Now That I’m Older
cont’d from page 16

15. When I’m finally holding all the cards, why does everyone
decide to play chess?
16. It’s not hard to meet expenses; they’re everywhere.
17. The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth.
18. These days I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter.
I go somewhere to get something and then wonder what I’m
here after.

I can certainly relate and
it’s not funny. ;0)

Thank you for welcoming us to the community and making our first year a success.
Pharmacists Ed Plesko and Dave Perlman, along
with Registered Pharmacy Technician Jennefer
Gerber Maclean make up one of London’s most
experience pharmacy teams. We provide you
with exceptional pharmacy service in a professional, efficient and courteous manner.
In a world where “Big Pharma” sometimes treats customers like a number, we strive to
make a personal connection with each and every
patient. We are independently owned. There
are no quotas here and your privacy is always
protected.
You and your health matter to us. Advice for Life is more than a slogan, it’s our philosophy. Come in and meet our team. You’ll

be glad you did.
Ed, Dave and Jen
Your London Center PharmaChoice Teams

Store Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Friday
11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE
245 Southgate Dr. Unit #3
Guelph, Ontario
Phone: 519-546-6911
Email: info@angelfins.ca

Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
See our website for store hours.
AngelFins

http://angelfins.ca/

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4

Phone: 519 -782-4052
Fax: 519 -782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
Over 80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main objective is to
promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish
and to provide a means through which hobbyists may
exchange ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.

G reat J ob L eanne

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may
be reprinted provided full credit is given to the Author,
the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears,
is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario

London Aquaria Society

N5W 1A3
20

S outh we ste rn
Pet Ce ntre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas
& Saskatoon,
London, Ontario
Please Support Them,
They support us!!!
M o nd a y - W e d n e sda y : 9:30 a.m. -8:00 p.m.
Thursday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279
www.yelp.ca/biz/southwestern
-pet-centre-london-2

P ET PAR A DIS E
S UP ERSTO RE

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS
 Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
 Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
 Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
 Pets Always Welcome!
RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU
PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
CARD.
Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

w w w. pe tp a ra di s elo n do n. co m

FISH & STICKS
TROPICAL FISH

Bonsai and Tropical Fish
385 Talbot Street
St. Thomas, Ontario
Don Lucas
Owner/Operator
donlucas123@hotmail.com
(519) 914-6653

OVER

519-245-0721
11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
Join us on Facebook at:
Pets’n’ponds
Monday - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday - 10:00 a.m. - 8:00
p.m.
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www.bigalscanada.com/stores/locations/London/london.html
COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER
FOR THETROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST










10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED
519-668-2752

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)
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