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Raising Killifish
May 17th, 2010 |
Author: killifishman
www.killiefish.com/killifish-knowledge/how-to-raise-killifish/raising-killifish/

There is no need to provide aeration or filtration in the “raising trays.” I never change the water in the
trays. I only top them up with aged water as the fry grow. Remember to use only aged water. If you add water
straight from the taps, all the killfish fry will be dead so You should age water by letting it stand in a bucket for at
least 2 days.Notho killfish fry do not take well to water changes. I find that a certain amount of neglect works
best when raising Notho killifish fry. Changing water, checking on the trays several times a day, overfeeding or
moving the trays about unnecessarily can result in massive dieoffs. Raise the water level as the killifish fry grow.
Always keep an eye out for dead fish and remove them from the tray as soon as you spot them. Killifish are good
jumpers but Notho killifish fry won’t jump so there is no need to put any cover on the tray. One of the best food
for Nothobranchius killifish fry is baby brine shrimp. I feed only once a day during the first week. Do not overfeed as too much uneaten brine shrimp can contaminate the water and kill the killifish fry. Microworms and vinegar eels are suitable killifish fry food too but it can be a hassle harvesting them. Swollen bellies are a sure sign that
the killifish fry are eating well. Fish rarely starve to death. More often than not, it is overfeeding that kills them.
Do not be over-zealous when feeding the fry. A few drops of baby brine shrimp from a turkey baster is sufficient
food for 20 killifish fry in a 20 cm X 20 cm tray. Do not leave your “raising tray” directly under the sun. It can
get too hot for the fry as still water heats up in a very short time. Usually, a layer of scum/oil will form on the surface of the water. It won’t do any harm to the fish but if it bothers you, remove it by sliding a sheet of newspaper
over the surface. When the killifish fry are 2 weeks old, I supplement their diet of baby brine shrimps with
chopped tubifex worms. That’s when their growth rate starts to accelerate. At 3 weeks of age, the killifish fry are
ready to be transferred into a proper tank.I use
small tanks to raise the 3 week old fry to adult
stage. My tanks are about 20 litres in volume. I usually try to grow some plants inside the tanks. Micranthemum micranthemoides or Hygrophila difformis are plants that can be grown quite easily
without having to provide CO2 injection or artificial lighting. Floating plants like Duckweed, Slavinia
natans and Ceratophyllum demersum (Hornwort)
are good for killie tanks too as they help prevent
the killifish from jumping.
cont’d on page 3
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Happy New Year to one and all. I trust we all had a great Christmas Season and did not eat too much turkey. Hopefully the weather will be great for New Years, in time to celebrate the arrival of 2018
This month’s guess speaker will be Nancy Egelton, doing a talk about her visit to Kettering. Nancy has been
all over the world with her guppy knowledge so I am very happy she is sharing her experiences. I trust this will be
very interesting for all.
Last month we had our Christmas Pot Luck Supper. There was lots of variety for all to have and enjoy.
There were also a lot of draws. Glen brought a lot of plants for the auction and he also joined the London club.
Welcome aboard.
The jar show for this month will be
Guppies and Non Fish. With the open and
plant class as usual.
As always, we will have the auction.
Last month we had about fifty items up for
auction and a lot of people got some good
deals. Please bring out your extra fish and
plants for this auction, who knows, you may
pick up a bargain or two.
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Raising Killifish
cont’d from front page

Notho fry won’t jump but adults will and they will jump through the narrowest of gaps. So, if you don’t want to find your fish all dried out on the
floor, cover the tank with a plastic mesh or something. You will never
hatch every killifish eggs you get nor raise every fry you hatch. It’s very
much a numbers game. In nature, for every fry that reaches adult stage,
hundreds perish. So be happy if you can raise 75% of your fry to the
adult stage.

Trivia - Fishy Facts
Q) What do you call the whiskers on catfish and other bottom dwellers?
A) Barbels.
Q) What do you call a scientist who studies fish?
A) An ichthyologist.
Q) What Hollywood blockbuster sold the most DVDs and videos in one day?
A) Finding Nemo, sales of 8 million DVDs and videos.
Q) Freshwater tropical fish are most active and most healthy at what water temperature ? A) 76-80
degrees Fahrenheit.
London Aquaria Society
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Fossils suggest an aquatic plant that bloomed underwater
was among first flowering plants
August 17, 2015 3.52pm EDT
http://theconversation.com/fossils-suggest-an-aquatic-plant-that-bloomed-underwater-was-among-first-flowering-plants46188

Compression of the long-leaf form of Montsechia .
David Dilcher, Author provided

Photosynthesis: – the ability to convert energy
from the sun into fuel – first appeared on Earth
in single-celled organisms, which eventually
evolved into algae, then mosses, then ferns.
Flowering plants, now such a familiar part of our
landscape, didn’t evolve until the Jurassic period, after dinosaurs and mammals had already
hit the scene. At this time, insects were diversifying, and the evolving plants used the emerging
bugs to carry their own genetic material from
plant to plant. Flowering plants, also known as
angiosperms, are a product of this early version
of sex and its exchange of genetic material – so

important in evolution.
A recent discovery and analysis of
fossilized plants has opened up the discussion of the nature and relationships of these
early plants. First found in the lithographic
limestone being mined in the Pyrenees
Mountains over 100 years ago, these fossils,
with their strange sprawling stems, were little understood. Some thought they were
mosses, some considered them to be conifers, but few recognized the fossils as flowering plants.
Now my colleagues and I, on
a team of paleobotantists led by Bernard
Gomez of Lyon, France, have presented evidence that this fossil, Montsechia, which
Evolution of plant diversity. Laurenprue216, CC BY-SA
lived as long ago as 130 million years, is the
earliest known example of a fully submerged aquatic flowering plant. After careful analysis of hundreds of well-preserved newly collected fossils from northeastern Spain, we believe Montsechia flowered underwater and was pollinated underwater, living in a similar fashion to the plant Ceratophyllum that’s found around the world today.
London Aquaria Society
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Fossils suggest an aquatic plant that bloomed underwater
was among first flowering plants
cont’d from page 4

Flowers are all about sex and getting new
genetic material into the breeding line. Montsechia is an example of a very early line of evolution that solved this challenge in a new and novel
way – relying on water to disperse its pollen, not
the wind or animal pollinators.
The plant we see in these new old fossils:
Based on the many fossil examples we examined, Montsechia floated in freshwater lakes
and was submerged in the water. It had a spreading growth, branching freely. This flowering plant
didn’t display any of the showy blossoms we tend
to associate with flowers. But because it contains seeds enclosed in a fruit, the basic characteristic of angiosperms, it is
classified as a flowering plant.
We’ve found two forms of this fossil : One form
has leaves that are small and closely pressed to the stem. On
this form, we frequently saw mature fruits.

Typical fragment of the short -leaf form of
Montsechia. David Dilcher, Author provided

The other form has leaves that extend out from the
stems and only rarely are mature seeds found attached. We
saw the two leaf types associated together at the same fossil localities.
Today, many flowers are made up of petals and
then male stamens (with filaments and anthers that produce pollen) and female carpels (which mature into fruits
The tips of the short -leaved stems

and contain the seeds, like peas in a pod). We didn’t
identify any male flowers or remains of where they were

borne on the stems in Montsechia . It appears they had
separate flowers to contain pollen organs and carpels.
Fishing around for the first flowe r : When asking the
question of what the first flower in the world was like, 30 years ago some botanists said that magnolias
were the typical form. Later, others suggested that perhaps water lily flowers may be a better choic e.
Then the tools of molecular systematics allowed botanists to use DNA and RNA from the nuclei and
chloroplasts of plant cells to puzzle out relationships based on molecular characteristics. That’s when a genus called Amborella, found living today only in New Caledonia, gained favor as a possible first flowering
plant.
bear pairs of fruits. PNAS

London Aquaria Society
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Fossils suggest an aquatic plant that bloomed underwater
was among first flowering plants
cont’d from page 5

Magnolia flower. Kevin Eddy, CC

Amborella trichopoda , pre-

vious contender for earliest
angiosperm. Penn State, CC
BY-NC

L if e c y cl e o f a f l ow e ri n g
p l a n t. L a d y of Ha t s
M a r ia na R u i z
London Aquaria Society

Another contender, Ceratophyllum , was also once thought
to be basal to all flowering plants before being displaced by Amborella, and its position in the angiosperms has been uncertain
since. Montsechia , at 130 million years old – among the oldest
megafossil remains known of any flowering plant – is in the lineage of Ceratophyllum . This makes this lineage of flowering plants
one of the oldest known and suggests that underwater Ceratophyllum is back in the running to be the original flowering plant.
Ceratophyllum, modern descendent of first flower :
Ceratophyllum consists of six species found around the world today in the
single genus in its own order, Ceratophyllales. These plants, known
as foxtails, live in freshwater lakes on all continents of the world today, save Antarctica.
These modern-day descendents
of Montsechia have separate male and
female flowers with no sepals or petals, just simple reproductive organs,
like stamens and carpels. When they

reproduce, the stamens release the anthers that contain the pollen to float
up to the water’s surface. Then the
Ceratophyllum submersum
pollen is released and begins to slowly
are the modern version of
the fossilized plant.
sink through the water column. As it
descends, being moved by water currents, a branched pollen tube grows out. When the pollen tube makes it into the
vicinity of a female, a branch will find a small hole enter and pollinate. This is
how the plant fertilizes and creates a seed. Because of the water dispersal of the
pollen, there is genetic mixing or outcrossing, just as if an insect had carried the
pollen.
The fossil fruits of Montsechia also have a similar small pore in the fruit
wall, and the seed is positioned similarly as those of Ceratophyllum today. This
suggests that these very ancient flowers flowered underwater, were very simple
in nature (no beautiful petals yet) and were pollinated underwater. This very
early and inventive way for flowering plants to manage their reproduction so
early in their evolution is impressive. Montsechia places the Ceratophyllum lineage as one of the oldest of all the flowering plants and suggests that we need to
reevaluate the nature of the evolution of the original angiosperm again.
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Oreochromis mossambicus
Mozambique Mouthbrooder
www.seriouslyfish.com/species/oreochromis -mossambicus/

Classification : Cichlidae
Distribution: Native to the East African coast,
specifically Mozambique, Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland, Zimbabwe and Malawi. However, escaped
populations now exist in over 90 countries with
the fish initially having been imported for aquaculture.
Habitat: An incredibly adaptable species that is
found in rivers, streams, ponds, lakes and coastal
plains in it’s native range. It occurs in both fresh
and brackish waters and usually inhabits shallow
areas.
Maximum Standard Length: 15.6″ (39cm).
Aquarium Size : Top ↑ 80″ x 24″ x 24″ (210cm x 60cm x 60cm) – 760 litres for adult fish. Juveniles can be grown on in smaller aquaria .
Maintenance : Not critical. A sandy substrate is best. Plants should not be used, as they will be eaten. A
large, efficient filtration system is essential as this species is very messy. Otherwise, decor is down to personal preference.
W a t e r C o n d i t i o n s : Temperature : 70-81°F (21-27°C) pH: 6.2-8.5
Hardness : 10-30°H
Diet: Very unfussy and will eat most foods offered. Some vegetable matter should be included in the diet.
Behaviour and Compatibility : Top ↑ A very robust species that is territorial when spawning but is
otherwise quite peaceful. Obviously, an enormous tank is needed to keep it in a community situation. It
can be combined successfully with large African and Central American cichlids, Loricariids , Synodontis sp.
etc. Small fish will be eaten. If kept with others of it’s own species, they will squabble amongst themselves but rarely is any real damage done unless breeding occurs .
Sexual Dimorphism: In the natural form, males take on heightened colours during spawning and mature males often have a thicker upper lip and dorsal fin. Males also tend to be slightly larger than females.
Reproduction : Easy. Maternal mouthbrooder. We recommend the purchase of 5 or 6 youngsters and
allowing them to pair up naturally. Obviously, a massive tank is required but water parameters are less
important. Aim for a temperature of 75°F and a pH of around 7.0 and you will be fine. Sand is the preferred substrate.
Spawning is initiated by the male, who excavates a pit in the substrate to act as the spawning site. He will
then guard this area fiercely and attempt to entice females to mate with him. A willing female lays her eggs directly onto the substrate of the spawning pit and allows the male to fertilise them before taking them into her
mouth. The male now plays no further part in broodcare and the female does not remain in his territory.

London Aquaria Society
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Oreochromis mossambicus

Mozambique Mouthbrooder
cont’d from page 7

The female will carry the brood for around 14
days before releasing the free swimming fry. Generally, she will not eat during this period and can easily
be spotted by her distended buccal cavity. Following
release of the fry, broodcare by the female lasts for
another week or so, with the fry seeking refuge in her
mouth if threatened or distressed. She will actually signal to the fry to enter her mouth if she senses danger
by quickly darkening parts of her face.
The fry grow very quickly indeed and are sexually mature at only 8 or 9 months of age. They can be fed
on brine shrimp nauplii or powdered flake food from the day they become free swimming.
NotesTop ↑
One of the most invasive fish species in the world, O. mossambicus is one of the species farmed for supermarkets and restaurants across the globe. Several colour varieties have been selectively bred from the natural
green fish to make the fish more appealing to consumers and unsurprisingly, it is these more brightly coloured
forms which are usually seen in aquaria. Some of these variants are cross breeds with other species of Oreochromis.
The destructive effect of O. mossambicus on non-native ecosystems into which it escapes or is released is
mainly due to it’s adaptibility. It has been recorded over a temperature range of 60-110°F and in water varying
from pure freshwater to full marine conditions. It is often described as an “aquatic dustbin” as it eats virtually anything and it breeds under almost any conditions, even when food is scarce. The broods themselves number several hundred and a single female can produce 3 or 4 a year.
Known commonly in the aquarium trade as the “Mossie”, O. mossambicus does not make a particularly
good aquarium fish either. It has a large adult size,
a messy nature and is not especially attractive, nor
does it exhibit any particularly interesting behaviour. The ease with which the fish breeds, and resultant large broods of swiftly growing fry can also
spell trouble as the young are not at all popular
with dealers and other hobbyists. However, it is
still regularly seen for sale (though thankfully not
as often as it once was), and it is many an unsuspecting fishkeeper who has purchased a cheap,
cute 1″ pink cichlid only to find he or she has a
monster on their hands only a few months later.
Although it is very easy to keep and breed, it is not
recommended to the vast majority of hobbyists.
London Aquaria Society
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Meet the South American Leaf Fish
https://futurism.com/meet-the-south-american-leaf-fish/
Written by: Jolene Creighton April 4, 2014

Clearly, these little guys just want you to leaf
them alone, which is precisely why they have developed such a unique camouflage.
At first glance, they may look like leaves;
however, if you look closely, you will see that these
objects are actually much more than dried-out,
dead, old vegetation. In fact, these tiny blobs are
quite alive. Looking at the central figure that is of a
reddish hue, you can clearly see a tiny, black eye towards the bottom of the image. Moreover, if you
look at the upper portion of this object, you will see
Leaf fish (via Council of Agriculture )
a back that is covered in sharp spines. Ultimately,
these objects are fish and their coloring and shape is
structured this way because they are meant to resemble leaves that are molting but they don’t just look like
leaves; they even act like them. The fish often angle themselves facing downwards, so that they look like a dead
leaf that is floating in the water. The protrusion on the end of their face (their elongated
nose) adds to this illusion. It rather resembles
the stem of a leaf, which completes the disguise when the fish is angled in the aforementioned downward fashion. See:
It is really a rather clever kind of camouflage, as there are very few creatures that
sustain themselves on dead leaves. These
clever creatures are actually called Monocirrhus
polyacanthus, or South American Leaf Fish.
The south american leaf fish
The fish are generally found in (you guessed it)
(via Featured Creature)
South America. Specifically, they make their
homes in the Amazon River basin in Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Columbia, and Venezuela. And although they may look rather small and unassuming, they can really be rather frightening.
You see, the camouflage doesn’t just protect the leaf fish from its predators, it also allows the fish to hide
so that it can sneak up on its prey unawares. In fact, the fish doesn’t really have to do any sneaking at all (that’s
why they are camouflaged); rather, the fish simply floats in the water waiting for its prey to swim by. Once the
prey gets close enough, the leaf fish turns its mouth into a virtual vacuum. In so doing, it sucks up its prey and
swallows it whole. The fish is able to do this with such fineness because they have protractile mouths. This means
that the fish is able to extend its mouth.
London Aquaria Society
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Month

Fish

Categories

Class

September

open

open fish

Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

My Favourite Fish

October

open

open fish

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

Family

November

open

open fish

Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

none

None - Due to Christmas Party

January

open

open fish

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

February

open

open fish

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

March

open

open fish

Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

Killifish

April

open

open fish

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars)

Family

May

open

open fish

My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

Pairs

June

none

none

C.A.R.E.S. Fish
Non Fish

None due to Awards Night

Bowl Beautiful

-

Trivia - Fishy Facts

Name

Q) How many species of fish exist on Earth?
Characoids
(Tetras,
Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars)
A) More
than 24,000.
Q) When and where were Goldfish first bred?
Best In Show
A) In China during the 11th century, from the occasional colorful specimen
Month
Gift Certificate
foundAdult
amongFish
carpCompetition
bred for food.

Q) Kristoferson
Fish live in September
water, ofOne
course
how
much ofnotata)
a fish IS water ?
Adam
spot …but
squeaker
(Synodontis
Angel Fins
A) 70%.
Name
Month
Adult Fish Competitio n
Ribbons
Q) There are how many different types of catfish ?
Adam Kristoferson September Catfish, loaches and suckers
One spot squeaker (Synodontis notata)
Red
A) More than 2,000.
Q)
When and where
did the first public
aquarium
open ?
Name
Month
Adult
Plant Competition
Ribbons
A) 1853, in Regents Park in London, England.
Adam Kristoferson September Open Water lettuce (Pistia sp.)
Red

Special thanks to all those who bring fish & plants to our
monthly Show & auction.
Fish Etiquette

F. & L. Cromb
Name
A. L.red
Warden

London Aquaria

The pufferfish
uses a unique method
April
open Water Milfoil (Myriophyllum sp.)
to attract a mate.
These ocean dwellers
Month
Junior Fish Competition
create six-foot-wide deApril
Family
Snails
signs in the ocean sand
Congratulations Amber, we’re
all sooffvery
to show
andProud
will of you.
work for many days on
T hanks A nnette
a single design.

Look what I did.

Blue
Ribbon
Red
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Meet the South American Leaf Fish
cont’d from page 9

As a final point, don’t fret too much about these
little guys in the first image. This photograph came from
China, the Council of Agriculture, an organization that is
dedicated to environmental education and working towards sustainability.
So the fish were likely safely returned to the water
shortly after this picture was taken.

Horrifying, isn’t it?

(Image By Archer Fish)

Snakes Eat Fish
Tuesday, September 30, 2014

Thanks Alan

www.livingalongsidewildlife.com/2014/09/snakes-eat-fish.html

Last week I highlighted a picture of a Northern Watersnake (Nerodia sipedon) eating a catfish
(on left) that went viral and freaked a lot of people out. Many refused to ever enter the water
again. I mentioned on that post that watersnakes
eating things that live in the water, like fish, really isn't that big of a deal. Animals need to eat to live, you know? Fish are even the primary prey for several species of snakes. But you don't have to just take my word for it, I put
out a call for more photographic proof and a few folks came through:
Here's a picture of another Northern Watersnake eating a catfish in
Georgia (photograph by Will
Bass).
Here is a Diamond-backed
Watersnake (Nerodia rhombifer)
eating a catfish from the Tensaw
River in southern Alabama
(photograph by Jim Godwin).

Here is a Northern Watersnake from Cleveland Ohio,
eating what appears to be a
darter of some sort (photograph
by Marty Hout).
Finally, here is another Northern Watersnake eating a catfish
in Bankhead National Forest, Alabama (photograph by Joe Jenkins).
London Aquaria Society
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Heiko Bleher discovers: Fish of the Malay Peninsula
June 13, 2016
www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/features/articles/heiko-bleher-discovers-fish-of-the-malay-peninsula

Trichopsis vittata

Heiko Bleher reveals four species living sympatric
in a flooded habitat on the Malay Peninsula.
Origin: Small flooded area from a tributary of the Sungai
Pahang in the Pahang region of Malaysia.
Water: pH 6.2, conductivity 25 μS/cm, temperature 28.5°
C/83.3°F (15:00 hours).
Habitat: This area was full of aquatic vegetation: Hydrocotyle, Lagarosiphon, Najas, Nitella, Myriophyllum,
Nymphoides, Azolla, Lemana and other species. It was a

paradise for fishes and protected from a surrounding cattlefield by high trees. Trichopsis appeared in groups of
three and five among floating plants and in dense submerse vegetation.
Notes: The genus Trichopsis, family Belontiidae, is restricted to Indo-China and the Sunadain. There are possibly
more than the three described species and particularly in Laos I’ve found very different ones. This one had very
intensive colours.
Aquarium: The Trichopsis species are peaceful fishes, mostly swimming in the upper regions of the aquarium, and
must have floating plants in which to hide and to build nests. They also like lots of submersed vegetation.
As for water parameters, pH should be below 7 (6.5), conductivity of 50 to 200 μS/cm, and temperatures
Notopterus cf. notopterus, juvenile

can run from 25-29°C/77-84°F.
Origin: As for Trichopsis vittata.
Water: pH 6.2, conductivity 25 μS/cm, temperature
28.5°C/83.3°F (at 14:30 hours).
Habitat: As for Trichopsis vittata.
Notes: The genus Notopterus, family Notopteridae
found from Africa to South-East Asia, consists of just a
single species said to be found from India to the
Sunadain. The juveniles should have dark bars, but I’ve
seen them differ from country to country. This one is

from the central part of the Malay Peninsula.
Aquarium: The notopterid is night active, but in the right condition will often be seen during daylight. It can
grow to 60cm/24” in total length, but normally doesn’t exceed 30-35cm/12-14” in aquaria. However, the tank
should be at least 120cm/4’ long.
Although it’s a kind of a predator I have not seen this attack other fishes and it can easily kept with the
other three fishes shown here — providing they have natural hiding places with several pieces of well watered
driftwood and plants, preferably of the species mentioned above for Trichopsis vittata. The pH should be below
7 (6.5 is better), conductivity of 50 to 200 μS/cm (normally lower is better), and temperatures 25-29°C/77-84°F.

London Aquaria Society
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Heiko Bleher discovers: Fish of the Malay Peninsula
cont’d from page 12

B et ta cf. fu sc a

Origin: As for Trichopsis vittata.

Water: pH 6.2, conductivity 25 μS/cm, temperature
27.5°C/81.5°F (14:40 hours).
Habitat: As for Trichopsis vittata. This Betta was
found along the edges in very low water among
overhanging plants and in submersed vegetation.
Notes: The genus Betta (family Belontiidae) and its
species, the so-called fighting fishes, have a large
tropical distribution, particularly in Indo-China
Sunadaln and perhaps most of the species can be
found on Borneo.
However, this genus and its species need revision to
clarify the position of the named species and many un-described ones. I returned from another part of Borneo
and found at least three new ones. This one is close to B. fusca but had extreme red colours in its pectoral, anal
and tail fins.
Aquarium: The natural wild Betta species are peaceful unless trained to fight. In an aquarium they should have
floating plants in which to hide and build nests, and are best in shallower waters so ideal for nano aquaria. Water
parameters for this species can be as for Notopterus cf. notopterus, but normally they like a lower pH value.
Origin: As for Trichopsis vittata.
Water: pH 6.2, conductivity 25 μS/cm, temperature 29°
C/84.2°F (15:00 hours).
Habitat: As for Trichopsis vittata, but more in open water
next to large pieces of driftwood and below Nymphoides
aquatica.
Notes: The genus Ompok of the family Siluridae, as found in
Africa and most parts of Asia, and its species are normally larger predatory catfishes, although O. bimaculatus is possibly
the smallest at 45cm/18” in total length. However, it’s normally much smaller and the size pictured is one I frequently
encounter in nature.
Ompok bimaculatus
Aquarium: The Ompok is also partly night active, but again
with the right setting will be about during daylight. The aquarium should be at least 100cm/40” long with the
best décor for the others. Include fine sand on the bottom. Water parameters should also be as for Ompok bimaculatus.
Why not check out:
Heiko Bleher discovers: Corydoras
Heiko Bleher discovers: South American surprises
Heiko Bleher discovers: Miniature fishes from South America
Heiko Bleher discovers: Crenicichla
Heiko Bleher discovers: Apistogramma
Heiko Bleher discovers: Loricariids
Heiko Bleher discovers: New community tetras
London Aquaria Society
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The Real Story Of Rudolph The Red -Nosed Reindeer
Did you know he was Canadian?
This question will likely come up at your Christmas party......now you know the answer!!
A man named Robert L. May, depressed and broken hearted, stared out his drafty apartment window
into the chilling December night. His 4-year-old daughter Barbara sat on his lap quietly sobbing. Bobs wife,
Evelyn, was dying of cancer. Little Barbara couldn't understand why her mommy could never come home.
Barbara looked up into her dad's eyes and asked, "Why isn't Mommy just like everybody else's Mommy?"
Bob's jaw tightened and his eyes welled with tears. Her question brought waves of grief but also of anger. It
had been the story of Bob's life.
Life always had to be different for Bob. When he was a kid, Bob was often bullied by other boys. He
was too little at the time to compete in sports. He was often called names he'd rather not remember. From
childhood, Bob was different and never seemed to fit in.
Bob, after completing college, married his loving wife Evelyn and was grateful to get a job as a copywriter at
the Timothy Eaton Department Store, in Toronto, during the Great Depression. Then he was blessed with his
little girl but it was all short-lived. Evelyn's bout with cancer stripped them of all their savings and now Bob
and his daughter were forced to live in a two-room apartment in the poorer area of Toronto. Evelyn died
just days before Christmas in 1938.
Bob struggled to give hope to his child, for whom he couldn't even afford to buy a Christmas gift but
if he couldn't buy a gift, he was determined a make one - a storybook! Bob had created an animal character
in his own mind and told the animal's story to little Barbara to give her comfort and hope. Again and again,
Bob told the story, embellishing it more with each telling.
Who was the character? What was the story all about?
The story Bob May created was his own autobiography in fable form. The character he created was a
misfit outcast like he was. The name of the character? A little reindeer named Rudolph, with a big shiny
nose. Bob finished the book just in time to give it to his little girl on Christmas Day but the story doesn't end
there.
The general manager of the T. Eaton Store caught wind of the little storybook and offered Bob May a
nominal fee to purchase the rights to print the book. They went on to print, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" and distributed it to children visiting Santa Claus in their stores. By 1946, Eaton's had printed and distributed more than six million copies of Rudolph. That same year, a major publisher wanted to purchase the
rights from Eaton's to print an updated version of the book.
In an unprecedented gesture of kindness, the CEO of Eaton's returned all rights back to Bob May. The
book became a best seller
The gift of love that Bob May created for his daughter so long ago kept on returning back to bless him
again and again. And Bob May learned the lesson, just like his dear friend Rudolph, that being different isn't
so bad. In fact, being different can be a blessing.
There were a number of people who sent this to me but I can’t remember all of them. So, thank you
to all those who did. It is so good to hear stories about Canadians who have added to our History.
London Aquaria Society
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Your Childs First Fish Tank
www.aquariumlife.net/articles/aquariums-for-kids/your-childs-first-fish-tank/173.asp

If you are an aquarium enthusiast with children, at some point the love/obsession of the hobby will rub off
on them. When it does and they ask for their own aquarium, there are a few things to consider. Here's some of
the questions you may face and some suggestions about the best way to tackle them.
How old should my child be to have their own aquarium ? I say there is no age limit for children having
their own aquarium. Our second child had a 10 gallon tank in his room as an infant and the sound of the water
bubbling through the filter soothed him to sleep. If you keep an aquarium in their bedroom as they grow into
toddlers, make sure it is high enough and in a secure spot so they can't play in it or shake a stand over. Very
young children are often mesmorized with watching the fish go back and forth in the water. As kids get
older, they can become more involved with the care of the fish, plants, and water. If you teach them the names
of species and reasons for certain maintenance, they will take pride in the hobby and their tank and enjoy sharing
it with others any chance they get.
Should my child have a reef tank or freshwater aquarium ? If you are anything like our household, we
have a few of each type of tank. If your child has a preference, one choice doesn't have to be that much more
expensive than the other. Once you have decided reef or freshwater, buying a used tank can save money as well.
Nano tanks and stands are small and very self-maintaining for a reef tank, because the lid has the proper lighting
built in and a filtration system is all included in the back of the tank. You can gift fish, plants, decorations, live
rock, and some frags, depending on the type, to your child's tank. Once setup is complete, you can go to the fish
store and then have your child pick one or more new fish for the environment they helped design. Even if you
purchase everything new, involving your children in the decisions about their tank is what's important. I would
not recommend a reef tank to a younger child because many of the corals or fish can be toxic.
What size tank is best for my child? The best tank size for kids is usually a 10 or a 20 gallon tank. This seems
to be true because they don't take up a lot of space, they can have a filter, and kids can help feed the fish and
clean the water easier because they aren't massive in size. Tanks smaller than 10 gallons are delicate because there
is so little water. Any imbalance can be life-threatening for its inhabitants. Gold fish bowls may appear cute but
without a filter, are difficult to keep clean. Tanks larger than 20 gallons are
feasible options for children, but will take up much more space, especially if
you plan to put the tank in their bedroom.
Where should I put my child's fish tank? The most important thing
about placement of your child's tank is to make sure they will see it often. If
it is not in their bedroom, put it by the kitchen table, or in the living room
so they can enjoy it and help take care of it as well. Do not put it in a window where it will receive direct sunlight because this will cause rapid growth
of algae. The algae will grow as a green scum on the glass on the inside of
the tank and give you the daunting task of working to keep the tank clean.
Passing on your knowledge about aquariums to your children is a
great learning experience. Children grasp this hobby very easily and tend to
love it as much as us adults. So, have fun and enjoy the quality time with
your kids!
London Aquaria Society

15

THE EXTREME AQUARIUM
SARNIA’S NEWEST AQUARIUM STORE
WE SPECIALIZE IN FRESH AND SALTWATER FISH
782 ROSEDALE AVE

SARNIA, ONTARIO

519 -328-7226

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, 6:00 P.M. -9:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
IF IT’S NOT IN STOCK, WE WILL GO TO
EXREME MEASURES TO FIND IT FOR YOU.
Join us while we open oysters to reveal beautiful salt water pearls! Earlier this year, my daughter and I decided we wanted to do something special together and came across this jewel of an idea! We open oysters and
sell the pearls, as well as gorgeous caged pendants to display them! Check us out on Facebook @pepperspearls
A good friend of mine obtained her importing licence, allowing her to import oysters into Canada, so she
helps us order in beautiful pearls in many colours!
Most of our shows are live on Facebook, which enables us to reach customers far away, but we also enjoy
art & craft shows as well as house parties!

Pepper’s Pearls
Re v ea l in g p e a r ls t og et he r !
Pep p e r sPe a rl s@ o u t lo ok .c om
F B : @ Pe p p e rsPea r l s
519-281-8239
C.A.O.A.C. Report - December 10, 2017
Committee Reports
AHD: Nothing to report.
Archivist: Ann is still going through boxes of club information. She will bring any
old LAS new letters to the January meeting.
Awards: Newsletter entries are due at the January meeting (e-mail to Ray “Kingfish”
Lucas) with the subject line “Newsletter awards”. All other award submissions are due
by the February meeting.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Report - December 10, 2017
Committee Reports
Futures: There was some discussion about what exactly futures was. It was suggested
that the committee focus on one thing to improve on and work within their resources, ie people to assist.
Judges: There was much discussion on whether or not a CAOAC certified judge
needed to be present at a “specialty” show, even if it is sanctioned. Please refer to Open Show for more information.
Membership: Lots of membership renewals have come in, with lots more expected soon.
Sad news, the Forest City Pond Club, after 23 years, is closing it's doors due to a lack of volunteers to assist
in running the club.
Good news is that the Brant Aquarium Club is re-opening it's doors. They will be hosting a potluck on
Tuesday, December 19, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. The location will be Landsdowne Costain school which is on Dufferin
in Brantford, not far from the Tropical Fish Room. Everyone is welcome. Their meetings will be held the third
Tuesday of every month.

OPEN SHOW
Barb has a proposal that she is putting out, regarding the fact that there are a lot of people who enter specialty classes and shows. Eg: bettas, guppies, killifish at Peel's specialty show. At this time, there is a special award
for bettas. There are many things being considered and there was a wonderful discussion about how to proceed
in the future. It was suggested that we not only have an independent betta award, but possibly one for guppies
and killifish and possibly more in the future. CAOAC wants to include these specialty groups. Barb is hoping to
get feedback on the proposal and it will be voted on in January at the CAOAC meeting. If you show fish at the
big shows, please weigh in on how you feel about the changes. Barb wants any input she can get. I will try to get
a copy of the proposal for anyone interested.
Programs: No report.
Steering: No report.
Ways and Means Started the month with $61.65. bought milk and egg nog for -$6.75.
Collected $70.00 for the raffle (there were about 12 items) ranging from fish, wall hangings, to live fish
from Jerry's store and hand beaded earrings from Catherine and more.
We had a 50/50 draw and Ed Bosker won $22.00. Since we were having a potluck, there were no monetary donations but we did have lots of wonderful food. We ended the meeting with
Binder/Guidelines: Nothing new to report.
FAAS: Ann Marie Towel is looking for articles for the ALA to send to FAAS. FAAS is still looking for a new president.
Fishbreeders Directory: No report.
Fish Rescue: Ann Marie forwarded an email that she received, from someone in Toronto, to Jerry. This person
has a ten gallon tank and is looking to assist in rescuing fish. Jerry will inform them if there are any fish that
would be suitable for their tank.

London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Report - December 10, 2017
Committee Reports
$146.90. We sold 8 tickets toward draw number 5, for a full CAOAC convention ticket. Thanks to everyone who brought food, or purchased tickets.
Webmaster Updates to upcoming events have been made as they come in. Links have
been updated as well as contacts list. The Paypal button has been fixed.

Club Reports
Barrie: No report.
Betta Breeders: Nothing to report. Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and successful fish breeding.
Calgary: No report.
Chatham-Kent: No report.
Durham: No report.
Hamilton: December meeting is Thursday, 14th for pizza/wings night. Everyone is
welcome. There will be a fish-themed game hosted by Noel. It is also Neighbour
to Neighbour food drive, so if you come out, please bring a donation.
Kitchener: The December meeting had 36 members and one guest in attendance.
It was a potluck with many prizes. Thanks to all of the sponsors who donated.
There was a discussion about the upcoming Kitchener-Waterloo pet expo. Annual awards were handed out.
London: The LAS is planning their Christmas potluck meeting for Tuesday, December 12th. The club will be supplying pizza and pop. There will be prizes for members only. There will not be a speaker or a jar show. (both will
return in January) We will have our usual mini auction and we’re looking forward to celebrating the season with
our friends.
MAST: No report.
Ottawa: No report.
Saskatoon: No report.
Sarnia: No report.
Peel: The 2018 show and auction date has been switched with St. Catherines due to having two valuable members unable to attend the usual date. The event will be held on Sunday, October 28, 2018. Rachel O'Leary will be
the speaker at the club's dinner event being held on June 9, 2018. Tickets go on sale in January.
St. Catherines: The December meeting was a potluck with lots of door prizes. The January meeting had a club
member discussing importing tropical fish. The fall auction date has been moved to help PRAC. The date for 2018
is Sunday, November 4.
TCGG: Nancy just returned from China where she judged a show with many different fish. The first prize for the
guppy show was approximately $1000.00. The first prize for the red arrowanna was a BMW. The last TCGG
meeting had 25 members in attendance. TCGHG will be buying show tanks for the guppies at the convention, so
that members who do not live nearby can show their fish, and so that all of the tanks will be the same. They will
be holding a mini guppy auction and show as well as hosting the Friday night speaker at the CAOAC convention.
There will also be a book signing by the speaker. Haydn and Nancy are both IKGH judges (Europe)
Windsor: no report
London Aquaria Society
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Convention 2018
No report at this time. The
rooms for the main event have been
moved across the hall from the usual
spot to help the hotel accommodate
another functions. Ann has received
the biography for Bryan Chin and once
she has received the biographies for
the other speakers from Ken ,will post
them to the CAOAC convention page
on the website. More to follow.

Store Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Friday
11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
245 Southgate Dr. Unit #3

Spoil your fish with quality fish food and

Guelph, Ontario

aquarium supplies from AngelFins.

Phone: 519-546-6911

See our website for store hours.
AngelFins

Email: info@angelfins.ca

http://angelfins.ca/

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4

Phone: 519-782-4052
Fax: 519-782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
Over 80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main objective is to
promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish
and to provide a means through which hobbyists may
exchange ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.

Flag Fish

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of
our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted
provided full credit is given to the Author, the London
Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE

Southwestern
Pe t C e n t r e
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location)
Dundas & Saskatoon,
London, Ontario
Please Support Them,
They support us!!!
M o nd a y - W e d n e sda y : 9:30 a.m. -8:00 p.m.
Thursday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279
www.yelp.ca/biz/southwestern
-pet-centre-london-2

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995






LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS
Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

w w w. p e tpa ra di s elo n do n. co m

FISH & STICKS
TROPICAL FISH
Bonsai and Tropical Fish
385 Talbot Street
Saint Thomas, Ontario
Don Lucas
Owner/Operator
donlucas123@hotmail.com
(519) 914-6653

OVER

519-245-0721
11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
Join us on Facebook at:
Pets’n’ponds
Monday - Tuesday
9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday -10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER
FOR THETROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST








519-668-2752




10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE
WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH
FOODS AND WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)
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