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guest Speaker,
so come on
out and learn
from his
experiences in
the hobby.

Betta Origins
http://www.bettafishcenter.com/Betta-Origins.shtml

Accessorizing with fish was not what the people of
Siam originally had in mind when they started collecting
Bettas prior to the 1800s. Known as Siamese Fighting Fish,
the Bettas of that time were not the same elegant, little
fish we see today. With much smaller fins and a dirty
greenish-brown hue, they were bred for competitive
fighting and not for the fame of their magnificent finnage
and colors. Native to Siam, (now Thailand), Indonesia,
Malaysia, Vietnam and parts of China, these fish became
accustomed to water temperatures that were often at or
above 80 degrees.
C o l l e c t i n g B e t t a s: For the children of Malaysia, in southern China, collecting these Siamese fighting fish was
a favorite pastime. The children would catch as many as 50 Bettas an hour from the rice paddies, and then conduct fish fights to determine the village champion. Usually, the winner was the biggest fish they caught. Once the
wounds healed on the prize-winning fish, he would go into competition again against a new opponent. This pastime diminished significantly when agricultural chemicals and mechanized plowing were introduced for the harvesting of the rice paddies. However, the fields were not the only place where one could find Bettas. They were
also living in watery ditches, stagnant ponds and gentle flowing streams.
Betta Fighting Matches:
Known as plakat, which means tearing or biting fish, the wild Bettas generally
would have short-lived fights of only a few minutes. Nevertheless, once the Siamese started to breed them specifically for fighting, these matches could go on for hours. The winner was determined, not by the wounds he inflicted, but instead by his willingness to continue fighting. The losing fish retreated and the match was over. Destruction to the families of the men betting on the fish was also substantial, with potential losses as great as his
money, his house, and on occasion, his wife or other family members!
Observing the obvious popularity of these fights, the King of Siam started licensing and collecting these
fighting fish. In 1840, he gave some of his prized fish to a man who, in turn, gave them to Dr. Theodor Cantor, a
medical scientist from Bangor. Describing these fish in an article nine years later, Dr. Cantor gave them the name
Macropodus Pugnax. In 1909, Mr. Tate Regan renamed them Betta Splendens, noting that there already was a
betta species with the name Dr. Cantor used. It is believed that Mr. Regan got the name from a warrior-like tribe
of people named "Bettah".
cont’d on page 3
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Bob Wright will be doing a presentation for us at the November
meeting.
Last month, we talked about everything the Executive and the
Committees do to run this wonderful club and it was very interesting
and informative. If there is a position you are interested in trying,
come on out to the executive meetings and learn more about that position to determine whether this would be a
good fit for you. If you do come out to one of our Executive Meetings, talk to some of the Members about what
the job entails. If you have a question or concern, don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. If there is something
you would like to see or brought up at the meeting just ask, all this would be interesting for yourself and the
other members as well.
The Jar Show this month will be on Cichlids (substrate spawners like angels, Kribensis and mouth brooding
cichlids) as well as our open and plant class. In November, we will have the Cares Fish Class.
As always, we will have the auction so please bring out your extra fish and plants. Who knows, you may
pick up a bargain or two.
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Betta Origins
cont’d from front page

By the last quarter of the 1800's, the Betta Splendens were introduced into
France and Germany and in 1910 they were first seen in the United States. With the variety of colors and fin combinations introduced, these fish were considered to be a different species, thus a long list of alternate names was created.
The Modern-Day Betta: Today, Betta Splendens are the most popular fish with breeders in the United States
and Japan. Commercial Betta farms in Malaysia and Singapore breed both display Splendens and fighting Splendens, with the breeding of the fighters producing the most revenue. Fighters are often discarded following their
matches and new ones are bought, whereas, display Splendens live up to four years.
The Colorful Betta
Although Betta fish were originally bred for their fighting tendencies – and still are today – they have become
more widely sought after for their vibrant colors and “showy” fins, both of which have earned the Betta the nickname “The Jewel of the Orient.”
In the wild, bettas only display vibrant colors when they are agitated, but breeders have been able to make the
trait permanent and have developed a wide array of vivid hues that are specific to the breed. Bettas are usually
available in red, pink, orange, green, blue, black, cream and even an opaque white. The blues ranges from very
dark to very bright as well as light blue and turquoise. These blues – along with greens – are typically somewhat
iridescent, unlike black or reds.
London Aquaria Society
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Betta Origins
cont’d from page 3

Betta Color Patterns: Breeders have also developed color patterns in betta fish, including marbling, which is usually blue and red with a pale base color, and “butterfly” coloring, which means the betta’s body is a solid color,
but its fins are divided into two distinct colors. bettas are also now bred in metallic colors such as copper, gold,
rust and platinum.
Betta Fish Tails: Betta fish are also bred to have a wide variety of tail fins. These can include the Veil Tail, which
is the most common type, where the tail appears to arch up before draping down like a veil. Crown Tail Bettas
have spiky, separated tips on their fins, while Half-Moon Tails have straight edges and, just like a half-moon
shape, spread open in a 180-degree angle. Rose Tail Bettas have so much going on in the fin department, their
tails drape and overlap, giving them the appearance of overlapping rose petals. Although similar to Rose Tails,
the fins on Feather Tail Bettas have a more ruffled, feathered appearance. Other tail types include the Delta, Super Delta, Double Tail, Spade Tail and many more.
New Betta Varieties: Breeders around the globe are continuously developing new varieties of Betta fish – including working to introduce the same range of colors in female bettas that had previously only been available in
male bettas. Another a recent addition to the betta family is the Giant betta, which was developed in 1999. Two
very large betta fish were located and bred, and their offspring was bred again and again to establish a line of Giant Bettas, which are significantly larger than standard betta fish.
Betta Fun Facts!: The fish have become so popular, they’ve even
earned their place in pop culture. Here are some fun facts: Betta fish
fighting techniques are referenced as a strategy in the 1963 James
Bond movie, From Russia With Love. The criminal organization SPECTRE plans to let the U.S. and Soviet Russia “fight to the death” until
one loses, then take on the exhausted winner – just like Siamese Fighting Fish. Meanwhile, the popular Disney Channel series Fish Hooks
features Milo, a Siamese Fighting Fish, while betta fish have been used
as backgrounds and screensavers for both Windows 7 and Windows 8
operating systems.
Not too shabby for a little fish from the rice paddy, huh?
Boxer/Coral Banded Shrimp
Stenopus hispidus
www.alltropicalfish.com/marine-invertebrates/73-shrimps/161-boxer-coral-banded-shrimp-stenopus-hispidus

The Boxer Shrimp, also known as the Coral Banded Shrimp, is very popular amongst marine aquarists. The
contrast of the red and white bands is beautiful, making this one of the most striking of shrimps. It has large pincers compared to some other shrimps of its size. It is quite aggressive in terms of not allowing other fishes or invertebrates (of the crawly variety), into striking distance. It wards off intruders by stretching out its pincers, ready
to attack. This in most cases deters any further advancement by the invader - under aquarium conditions - unless
the Boxer is about to become dinner.

London Aquaria Society
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Boxer/Coral Banded Shrimp
Stenopus hispidus
cont’d from page 4

Boxer Shrimps are good additions to community
aquariums. However, be aware that they are capable of capturing and destroying very small fishes if you have a fully grown or
almost fully grown specimen. This is rare, but it does occur occasionally. They tend to be aggressive towards other shrimp
species - so if you have more than one variety of shrimp - ensure their quarters are large enough to keep a safe distance. You
will find that the larger the Boxer is, the more likely it is to be
aggressive towards other species.
Stenopus hispidus can only be kept singularly and will fight to the death if housed with a rival i.e. two
males or two females. The exception to this is if you have a pair, then they will live quite harmoniously together.
I may have painted a bit of a dark picture about this shrimp, when actually it is a great addition to many community aquariums. The key to success is to house it with the right inhabitants - that means doing a little research before purchasing this shrimp or before making an addition to your system.
They enjoy plenty of rock work on which to climb, hang on and retreat into when feeling threatened. Extremely long tentacles can often be seen hanging out of a cave without actually being able to see their owner. It is
better to house them away from stinging invertebrates, such as anemones, as their tentacles tend to drift into an
anemone and get caught. It doesn't seem to do them any harm, but they really have to tug to break free.
Now that you know the do's and don'ts, it is quite an easy shrimp to look after. They are fairly hardy and
easy to feed. Water quality as with most invertebrates needs to be of good quality. Regular water changes and
low stocking levels of fishes will ensure good water conditions. As the exoskeleton largely depends on high calcium levels for its strength - you may have to add supplemental calcium - available at all good pet stores. Calcium
concentrations for reef tanks should be between 400 to
420ppm. This will ensure that when the shrimp moults,
which it will quite often, that the new exoskeleton
hardens effectively, preventing any deformities.
Feeding is simple. A wide variety of foods are
accepted, such as: brine, mysis and gamma shrimp,
chopped cockle and chopped muscle. They will even
eat flake food! If the fishes present clear the food away
too quickly they can be fed using a pair of tongs. Having olfactory sensors in their tentacles and pincers they
are adept at finding any morsels on the tank floor or in
rock crevices.
In captivity they can be expected to live for approximately 2 to 2½ years. A shrimp that's easy to
keep with beautiful markings, makes this a great addition to a community tank.
London Aquaria Society
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Here's What Happens When Fish Get Drunk
http://mentalfloss.com/article/57027/heres-what-happens-when-fish-get-drunk
By: Jessica Hullinger, May 30, 2014

Let it be known: Humans are not the only ones who’s egos
are bolstered by booze. A recent study suggests the humble zebrafish
becomes a more confident leader when intoxicated.
How does one get a zebrafish drunk you ask? A team of researchers led by Maurizio Porfiri, associate professor of mechanical
and aerospace engineering and director of the NYU Polytechnic
School of engineering’s Dynamical Systems Laboratory, did so by letting them swim in a solution of ethanol. The solution ranged in alcohol concentration (0.00,0.25, 0.50 and 1.00 percent ethanol) and
some fish got stronger solutions than others. After a fish marinated in
the sauce for five minutes, researchers dropped it into fresh water
with a school of sober fish and monitored their response to their boozed up buddy.
The results showed that, much like humans, when zebrafish have a slight buzz (those exposed to the .25
percent ethanol concentration), they grow their inhibitions out the window. They swim faster and show little
fear or hesitation and when they’re around their peers, they go even faster - and surprisingly, the sober fish increase their speed to keep up.
The tipsy fish also showed signs of leadership; it’s assertive movements steered the direction of the entire
group. When the intoxicated fish turned, so did the others. Researchers think this may be because they weer influenced by the fish’s alcohol-induced boldness, which they might have interpreted as a sign of leadership.
But, as with humans, it pays to know your limits. Fish exposed to the 1.00 percent ethanol solution lost
their leadership skills and lagged behind the other fish, seemingly a bit stumbly and slow. Researchers hope that
the study can lead to future revelations about how the behaviours of one drunken individual influence an entire
group. Why are scientists getting fish wasted in the first place? It turns out, we’ve been doing it for a while.
Zebrafish, specifically, have a lot of similarities to humans when it comes to development, behaviour and
genetics, says Sachit Butail, co-author of the new paper and of course, alcoholism and the impacts of drinking on
humans are incredibly relevant to modern society. We’ve been studying how alcohols affects zebrafish embryos
for years. In 2011, researchers exposed embryos to
small amounts of alcohol and found it cause them to
be more anti-social as adults. This cold lead to new
insights into how a pregnant woman’s alcohol consumption impacts unborn babies.
Just last year, researchers - including some also
behind the new study - got zebrafish drunk before
dropping a robotic decoy fish, designed to look like
and act like a fertile female , into their tank. Sober fish
eagerly welcomed the new robotic companion but
when under the influence, they avoided it.
London Aquaria Society
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School fish breeding program helps keep clownfish on the reef
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-28/student-nemo-breeding-program-finds-national-market/7547838
ABC North Qld by: Nathalie Fernbach Updated 22 May 2017, 1:28amMon 22 May 2017, 1:28am

They are yet to graduate from primary
school but the grade five and six students at
Belgian Gardens State School know a lot
about commerce and conservation.
"Every fourth clownfish we sell we will
get enough money to feed all the fish in Reef
BG (Belgian Gardens) for a month," grade six
student Amalia Clarke said. "Every one that
we sell means one less clownfish is taken from
the reef," fellow grade sixer Tanika Grevelle
said.
The Townsville school started unintentionally breeding clownfish 10 years ago and now has 20 tanks, which are maintained by a team of 103 student
volunteers. Science teacher Brett Murphy said the Reef BG room teaches maths, science and conservation in a
practical way.
"Because we live at the catchment of the Great Barrier Reef we can give hands -on real life
learning for students," he said.
"Instead of looking at a book or watching a video we can give them the real thing," he said.
The school has been supplying local pet stores with clownfish hatchlings in exchange for fish food and
aquarium supplies. This month the program's reach extends nationwide, with the students' fish headed for a
wholesale aquarium in Cairns, which supplies shops around Australia.
"That's a good learning experience for our students, as well to show that what we can do even in our little
school, can have a greater impact on the rest of our society," Mr Murphy said.
Breeding 'Dory' a way off ye t: Since the release of the movie Finding Nemo, clownfish have gained popularity as an aquarium pet, Mr Murphy said many were still taken from the wild. "It is reported that about one
million clownfish are taken from the reef each year," he said.
Mr Murphy suspected that the release of the Finding Dory film would generate interest in the Paracanthurus (blue tang), but said the school would not change their breeding program from clownfish any time soon. "I
don't think there is anyone in the world that has actually [captive] bred the blue tang, just because of the way
they lay their eggs," Mr Murphy said.
"In the future if they were to crack that it would be a fantastic process us
for us to be involved in," he said.
Video: Students' captive-bred clownfish to find homes around Australia
(ABC News)
Photo: Marine Green on the menu? It must be Wednesday. More than 100
student volunteers keep the 20 tanks clean and the fish fed. (ABC North
Queensland: Nathalie Fernbach)
London Aquaria Society
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Schooling Fish
Why Fish School Together
https://www.thespruce.com/schooling -fish-137834

By: Shirlie Sharpe

Updated 11/08/16

Few aquarium scenes are more enjoyable than a group of
fish swimming in unison, changing directions in an instant, yet
never colliding with each other. How are fish able to swim in
such perfect unison? Why do some fish swim alone while others
prefer living in schools? Is it necessary to keep aquarium fish in
schools?
Not everything is known about schooling behavior but
here is what experts know about how and why fish swim in
schools.
Why do fish swim in schools?:

First and foremost, schools

protect fish from their enemies. It's the same rule our mothers taught us as youngsters, always stay in a group because there is safety in numbers. Predators find it far easier to chase down and gobble up a fish swimming all
alone, than trying to cut out a single fish from a huge group. The same holds true in reverse. Fish can better defend their territory in a group. Bullies will think twice about facing an angry school of dozens or hundreds of fish.
It is also believed that swimming close together reduces friction and allows fish to conserve energy while
swimming. When dinner time comes along, food is easier to find as a group. Having fifty sets of eyes and noses
gives the school a better chance of locating food. Last but not least, when fish spawn a school ensures that at least
some of their eggs will elude predators due to the sheer numbers produced by a large group of fish.
How do they swim so close without colliding? : A complex combination of senses allows fish to achieve
those smooth schooling movements we marvel at. At one time it was believed a leader in the school directed the
movements of the entire school. However, it is now known that each fish responds to the movements of the
other fish, as well as stimuli such as pheromones.
If one fish moves in a different direction, all the others sense it and move accordingly.
The anatomy of fish also factors into the
schooling equation. Eye placement on the sides of
the head allows the fish to readily see what is next
to them and move accordingly. However, sight is
not the only factor used in schooling. Fish are able
to establish their placement and direction in a
school by using hearing, lateral line, sight, and
even the sense of smell.
Do all fish school? : Even though eighty percent of all fish live in school at some point in their
lives, some fish live solitary lives. As a rule smaller
fish are more likely to live out their lives in
schools, although some large fish will school together.
London Aquaria Society
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Schooling Fish
Why Fish School Together
cont’d from page 8

Furthermore, not all fish that school do so for protection in numbers. In fact some of the fiercest fish in the
world live in schools. Piranha fish live in large schools that they are born into. Although they tolerate their brothers and sisters, a new piranha attempting to join the school later is usually attacked and killed.
How many fish make a school? : There isn’t a magic number that defines a school. However, in the wild
schools of fish are generally quite large, often numbering in the hundreds or even thousands.
In captivity, schooling fish need to have at least four to six to create a comfortable school. The old adage, the
more the merrier, definitely applies to schools of fish. In other words, you can’t have too many fish in a school.
Which fish prefer schools? : Quite a few popular freshwater fish prefer to live in schools. Barbs, Danios, and
most Tetras should always be kept in schools. Loaches such as the Clown and Kuhli loach often will pine away if
they are not kept in a school of their own kind. Even larger fish such as the Silver Dollar prefer to live in a school.
It's a good idea to do your homework before choosing and purchasing a new fish, so know you up front if they
are best kept in a school. If the fish you are considering prefers to live in a school you should plan on purchasing
at least four of the same species.
Generally it’s best if you can purchase them all at the same time. If not, purchase groups of 3 or more at a
time, rather than adding one fish to the school at a time. Also consider the size of the tank required to keep a
school, as schools require more space. A good LFS (local fish shop) will advise you on what is needed.

Mudskippers As Pets
http://mudskippers.org/pets.htm

Mudskippers spend over 90% of their time out of the water, so you must make sure the set up is sufficiently spacious . The best setup for mudskippers is a terrarium, or a vivarium, since there will be living animals in
it. If a mudskippers is forced to remain in an all water tank it will probably die . If it is too cold, you will need a
water heater as mudskippers become inactive in temperature under 50° F .water temp around 79°F to 90°F is
ideal . A lid is required as mudskippers will hop out . Make sure there is enough room for the mudskippers as they
are quite territorial, 10 5 gram mudskippers in a 15 ga tank. The dominant fish may need to be seperated. Mudskippers need an area where they can be elevated out of the water, a gradual slope is best. Mudskippers forced to
live in a water only enviroment will drown.
Tidal Mudflat Aquarium - Mudskippers
This is a tidal mudflat aquarium that I have designed to try and
get my mudskipper pair to reproduce. As this species inhabits
mudflats that are innundated 2 times a day, I have had to recreate this environment. The substrate is fine silty mud that has
formed annoxic layers. The mudskippers (male) digs a "j" shaped
burrow into the mud, carries air into the terminal end and then
the pair lay their eggs within the air bubble. This video shows the
tank going from "low tide" to "high tide
London Aquaria Society
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Mudskippers As Pets
cont’d from page 9

Mudskippers are brackish water fish and do well in water that
have a gravity of 1.005 to 1.015. The water should not be hard and
have not have less than 120 parts per million calcium carbonate . To
make your mudskippers really feel at home consider planting mangrove
seedlings . They should be grown in a small pot before being put in an
aquarium. Mangroves grow slowly, don't plan on replanting it in your
terrarium for at least 3 months . When the plant has grown a few
leaves and has established roots it is ready to move. Make sun it gets plenty of sunlight .Use aquarium safe fertilizer for your mangroves .

Do Fish See in Color
https://www.bigyflyco.com/DoFishSeeinColor.asp

Fish do indeed perceive color. Every fly fisher knows that or ought to know that. Like humans, the retina
of a fish have rods and cones. Cones are used in the day and rods at night. Color vision evolved to help fish identify potential food. In the environment of the fish, the background will either be the bottom, the water itself, or if
looking up for food it could be the sky. The bottom is normally tannish olive to green. When looking across the
water, the background appears pale silver blue. But if the water is off color due to algae or high water one must
take that into consideration as well. Skylight becomes more important at dusk and dawn when it contains more
reds.
Thus for opportunistically feeding game fish, flies with bright or contrasting colors and/or a lot of flash will
make them stand out against the above mentioned backgrounds. The Mickey Finn, tied with yellow and red, and
a silver body is one of the most effective attractor patterns. As for dry fly attractors, the Royal Wulff is still hard
to beat, with its red and peacock body and white wings. Black flies, because of their strong silhouette also are
easy for fish to spot. Let’s not forget patterns that contain strands of flashabou or other tinsel that reflect light
when stripped or while drifting through the current are easy for fish to spot.
The fly fisherman also must remember that color behaves differently in water that it does when seen in the
air. Water is denser, and the colors are diffused quicker. Cloudy days where there is less overall light will offer less
visibility, and colors will disappear quicker in the depths of the water. And the clarity of water obviously greatly
effects this as well. This is important in fly selection because certain colors travel farther in low light than others.
Red is the first color to disappear, usually at about 15 feet
in clear water, followed by orange and then yellow. Blues
and greens are visible to the fish as long as there is light.
Yet silver and white will be brighter.
So, while the Mickey Finn is obviously a great choice as an
attractor fly, it would not be as good a choice in murky
water or if fished deep. A better attractor might be a white
Woolly Bugger or White Marabou Muddler.
London Aquaria Society
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Do Fish See in Color
cont’d from page 11

Color is also important to remember when matching the hatch.
Since fish use vision as the deciding factor to strike, one’s offering
must be the correct color. However, very small differences in hue
seem to not be much of a factor as most insects will vary slightly in
color as well. But if the intensity of color the artificial fly has can be a
factor. If the artificial is more intense than the natural it is more likely
to catch fish. Why this seems to work is somewhat a mystery. It is understood that fish see deeper into the ultraviolet range than humans, so perhaps they are just seeing something we don’t. It could also be due to the effect
water has on colors. Perhaps we’ll never know, but like many things in fishing, why something works is not as important as just knowing that it does work.
While color is probably not the most important factor in a fish striking a fly. The above considerations are
nevertheless a good thing to have in the back of your fly fishing mind.

Five Bar Cichlid

Neolamprologus tretocephalus Photo © AnimalWorld: Courtesy Frank Schneidewind

http://animal-world.com/encyclo/fresh/cichlid/FiveBarCichlid.php
Family: Cichlidae

T he F iv e - B a r C i ch lid i s a ca p t iva ti n g b ea u ty th a t
w i l l m a k e you r a q u a r iu m a n e y e
c a t ch in g sh ow c a s e!
The Five-Bar Cichlid Neolamprologus tretocephalus is
very handsome beauty. It has a dramatic color pattern with
bold black bars contrasted against a light silvery blue background. The fins are highlighted with a gorgeous blue
tinge along the edges, and adult males will sometimes have a purple tinge on the edge. It is known by a number
of common names, with several that depict its bold appearance including Tret Cichlid, Tretocephalus Cichlid,
Five Barred Lamprologus, Poor Mans Frontosa, Dwarf Frontosa, Five-Bar Lamprologus, and African Five Barred
Cichlid.
This species has all the great colors of a Frontosa Cichlid Cyphotilapia frontosa, but is just a fraction of
the size. In the wild it can grow up to almost 6 inches (15 cm) in length, but in the aquarium it more commonly
reaches only about 4 inches (10 cm). Along with the Frontosa, another cichlid it is very similar to in appearance
is its close relative the Sexfasciatus or Six-Bar Lamprologus Neolamprologus sexfasciatus.
Both of these other two cichlids have the strong barring and varying amounts of blue highlights, and as a
juvenile the Five-Bar Cichlid looks almost like the same fish as the Frontosa. However there is a very simple difference that distinguishes this cichlid from the others. The Five-Bar Cichlid has just that, five bold dark bars on its
body. The other two species will have six (or in some varieties seven) bold dark bars.
This fish is a great choice for both the intermediate and advanced cichlid keeper. It is moderately easy to
care for as long as mandatory water changes are done (and difficult if they are neglected). Watching the antics
of this bold little fish is a reward in itself.
London Aquaria Society
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Five Bar Cichlid
cont’d from page 11

When a pair breeds they will take on the same protection duties
of their fry as some of the American Cichlids, and viciously guard
them. This is one of those cichlids with a tendency to leap our of
the water, so be sure to have a tight fitting lid.
They can be kept alone or in pairs, but are intolerant of
any other Five-Bar Cichlid in the tank. As they will become extremely aggressive and will occupy a large territory when spawning and brooding, pairs are best kept in a species tank or with
fish that can take the abuse they will dish out. They are not as
aggressive when not spawning, so juveniles or as a single specimen may not cause a ruckus. In this situation they may be successfully kept with other smart and fast moving fish
of similar size. Just make sure the tank is very large.
They like a sandy to very small sized substrate along with caves made from rocks and ceramic decor. It's
best to put the decor towards that back and sides of the tank and leave open space in the middle for them to
swim. They also enjoy plants in the background or middle ground. Highly porous rock works well for growing
several fern species.

Chinese High Fin Banded Sharks: Treasure Of The Yangtze River
www.myaquariumclub.com/chinese-high-fin-banded-sharks-treasure-of-the-yangtze-river-9537.html
by Aquanick 2 years ago

There are many exotic fish being sold in the aquarium industry today, and unfortunately, some of these
exotic species are rapidly being depleted in the wild.
One example, and is one of my favourite monster fish is the Chinese High Fin Banded Sharks, one of the
true algae eaters. This fish can grow up the humongous sizes, up to 100cm in length! So these fish are best kept
in cold water ponds or mega-tanks.
Physiology: When these fish are young, they have an extremely huge dorsal fin and a brownish-black and silvery patterning. Their mouths are similar to those of Loracariidae Catfish, useful in scraping off algae but as these
A juvenile High Fin that you see being fish get older, their juvenile patterning changes to a brick red colour
commonly sold in the aquarium industry. scheme. Their “High fins” seem to have degenerated, but actually, it
It’s adorable characteristics is what
drives budding aquarists to keep them.

seems that only the body grows, the dorsal fins remain the same size.
These fish aren’t the fastest of fish, and are rather sluggish at times.
If you’re really adamant about keeping these fish, you need to have an
extremely large tank or a pond as these fish are schooling fish. We’re
looking at a tank/pond around the size of half a basketball court or
larger. These fish originate from the cold waters of the Yangtze River
in China, and prefer a pH of 6-7. The water must be pristine. A slow
water movement is appreciated.
cont’d on page 14
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Monthly Jar Show
Month

Fish

Categories

September

open

October

open open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

November open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)
none

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

Class
My Favourite Fish
Family
C.A.R.E.S. Fish

December

none

January

open open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise)

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

Killifish

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

Family

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

None due to Awards Night

Non-Fish
Bowl Beautiful

Pairs
-

BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Jack Parkinson

October

Name

Fish Name
Family Emperor Tetra (Nematobrycon palmeri)

Month

Jack Parkinson

October

J. McNaughton
J. McNaughton

May
May

Adult Fish Competition
Family Emperor Tetra (Nematobrycon palmeri)
Pairs Silver Mollys (Poecilia latipinna or P. sphenops)
Pairs Ameca splendens (Butterfly splitfin/Goodeid)

Gift Certificate
Pets 'n Ponds
Ribbon
Red
Blue
White

Special thanks to all those who bring fish &
plants to our monthly Show & auction.

Name

F. & L. Cromb
Leanne Shore
Leanne Shore

Month

Adult Plant Competition

February
February
February

Name
Colin Vanden Hoven

Open African Onion (Crinum calamistratum)
Open Cryptocoryne beckettii
Open Cryptocoryne wendtii

Month
February

Junior Fish Competition
Anabantids

Plakat Betta splendens (Blue)

Ribbon

Red
Blue
White
Ribbon
Red

Congratulations Colin, we’re all so very Proud of you.

“Very Funny, you can spit the water back out now!”
Author Unknown.

London Aquaria Society
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Chinese High Fin Banded Sharks: Treasure Of The Yangtze River
cont’d from page 12
Diet: These fish are vegans, but will accept the occasional bloodworm. Primarily feed them fresh veggies such as
cucumber or zucchini to algae wafers. These fish may occasionally scrape off bio-film and algae growing in the
pond or tank.
Social Behaviour: These are schooling fish, keep them in schools of 3-4 at least. Other tank mates may include
weather loaches or streamlined goldfish such as Shubunkin to comets.
Environmental Implications: Unfortunately, these fish are not captive bred, but rather taken from the wild as
juveniles. (These fish are listed on the IUCN Red list as endangered to critically endangered. The Chinese seem to
have a taste for them as well. (Although I would never want to eat one.)
Conclusion: Personally, I really hope NO ONE keeps these
fish at all, but I’m not stopping you if you do. It’s up to you if
you want a challenge in keeping a demanding fish. These fish are
best kept by public aquariums, zoos or the advanced aquarist
who happens to have a boat-load of money. I’m definitely not
recommending this fish for budding newbies.
The fact that these gentle giants are endangered makes me
think why we continue to exploit the species down to dwindling
numbers.
Do your research before buying your fish. This is extremely important for newbies of the aquarium hobby to know.
Above: Are you reconsidering buying this fish now? This is an adult specimen. Doesn’t look pretty does it, compared to its juvenile counterpart.

Thanks Jack

London Aquaria Society
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THE EXTREME AQUARIUM
SARNIA’S NEWEST AQUARIUM STORE
WE SPECIALIZE IN FRESH AND SALTWATER FISH
782 ROSEDALE AVE

SARNIA, ONTARIO

519 -328-7226

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, 6:00 P.M. -9:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
IF IT’S NOT IN STOCK, WE WILL GO TO
EXREME MEASURES TO FIND IT FOR YOU.
Why did the plaice go to the doctor? - Because he was feeling a bit flat!
What is yellow and dangerous? - Shark infested custard!
What do you call a man with a large flat fish on his head? - Ray!
What do you call a man with a seagull on his head? - Cliff!
What do you call someone who is good at catching fish? - Annette!
What do you call a fish that floats on the surface? - Bob!

C.A.O.A.C. REPORT
May 2017
C om mi t te e s

AHD: No report.
Archivist: Barry has picked up approximately 12 boxes of items from Paul. The
Executive will sort it out and hand it off to the correct people or dispose of it.
The Executive thanked Paul for caring for the archives.
Awards: Anyone who feels that they are eligible for an award should have their
club look at the website and read the awards portal. Author and advanced author award submissions are due at the December CAOAC meeting. Newsletter submissions must be sent to Ray
Lucas by the January CAOAC meeting. All other achievement and recognition award submissions must be received by the February CAOAC meeting.
Binder/Guidelines: No changes.
FAAS: Nothing to report. No meetings have been held for the last 2-3 years.
Fish Breeders Directory: One submission has been received from Winnipeg.
Fish Rescue: Nothing to report.
Futures: Jeff would like to try to have a meeting in November, possibly the 12th and possibly via skype.
Judges: Judges should receive a message shortly with Ken's proposal outline. Ken will be starting a FACEBOOK
group for Judges only.
Membership: Ann is waiting for quotes from two companies for insurance.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. REPORT
May 2017
C om mi t te e s

Newsletter: Nothing to report.
Open Show: Nothing to report.
Programs: Nothing to report.
Steering: Nothing to report.
Ways & Means: October started with $38.25, money spent (including a new
coffee maker) -$20.00. raffle +$25.00 50/50 +$10.00 won by Ken. Donations
+$ 8.45. We had a wonderful leek and potato soup made by Ed. Thanks Ed. Ending total $61.70
Webmaster: We now have an updated membership list with new pricing and contact information. Convention
information has been updated to include the additional speaker and PAYPAL.
Barrie: Udo did his talk on DIY tips along with a mini auction. Next month they will be doing a Bio-tope demo.

CLUB REPORTS
They are opening up their members only FACEBOOK page to be more inclusive and holding their annual
auction on Sunday, April 8, 2018.
Betta Breeders: Elections will be held in January and all positions are open. Final touches are being put in place
for the District show being held at the PRAC auction in November. Also, final touches are being put on the International show being held at the CAOAC convention in May, 2018.
Calgary: Membership is growing and sits around 90 at this time. November is elections. This months speaker was
on the importation of fish into Alberta. Next month the meeting will be off-site and held at a local fish store
where they will be discussing fish diseases and how to choose healthy fish.
Calgary: They have closed their public FACEBOOK page in favour of a private members only page due to some
disparaging comments being made which made it more time consuming to moderate.
Chatham-Kent: The last meeting was held at Ken and Lisa's home due to ongoing renovations at their regular
venue. The next meeting will be back at the normal meeting place.
Durham: Has 57 members. Aquariama is set for Sunday, April 15, 2018. Last months speaker would be on
musky breeding, which was a no-show, so there was lots of discussion and a Q&A session about what the members are doing. Their annual dinner and speaker day for their 50th Anniversary was held on Saturday, October 14.
Hamilton: Larry Johnson did a talk on cichlids. They have started doing a DIY session at the meetings. They are
holding a grow-out competition using Charlie Drew's koi swords which can be purchased for $5.00 for 5 fry. In
June there will be a jar show with these fish. If anyone involved brings back one grown fish to show, they get
their $5.00 back. The prizes for the competition will be $50.00 $25.00 and $10.00.
Kitchener: 40 people attended the last meeting which is now being held at the 404 Wing Recreation Centre
which is located at 510 Dutton Drive. At the last meeting, Frank Aguirre did his Bio-tope talk. They had a show,
raffle, name that fish and a DIY on how to modify a python.
London: We held our second meeting of the season on Tuesday, October 10th. The meeting was small, probably due to Thanksgiving exhaustion. We find that members are a little scared to join the Executive because they
don't know what is involved, so we tried something different this month.

London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. REPORT
May 2017
C L UB R EP O RT S

Instead of having a speaker come in to do a talk, we had the executive
explain what their jobs entail. Hopefully this encourages others to try a position
on the Executive at some point. We had a surprise guest come for a visit. Glen
Hawkins, a surprise guest, came from Windsor and put some of his great plants
into our monthly auction, since he couldn't make our fall auction. It was great to
see him and he said that he had learned a lot. Our fall auction and show went well despite the very hot weather.
Thanks to everyone who came out and/or helped us with this event. Our speaker for November will be Bob
Wright, the topic is to be announced. Our spring auction is Sunday May 6, 2018 and our fall show and auction is
Sunday, September 30, 2018.
Ottawa: No report.
Peel: no report
St Catherines: Frank Aguirre did his Bio-tope talk. On November 6th, Jessica Bullock will be presenting Made
in Hamilton which is a show about the Hamilton club Member's tanks. The annual auction will be held on Sunday, October 29th.
Saskatoon: The club held their own mini-convention and had Rachel O'Leary and Ted Judy do talks. The event
was free and they made their money by holding an auction. They also had a book by Oliver Knott and a sculpture by Chris O'Leary that both sold for $500.00 each.
Regina: No report.
Sarnia: In October, Zenin will be doing a talk on filtration. Elections will be held in November and December is
the awards.
TCGG: October has been a busy month with Nancy being in Kettering England at a show and while there, invited their members to come to the CAOAC Convention in May 2018. The next meeting will be held at Nancy's
home in Ilderton on Saturday, December 2nd. Everyone is welcome.
Windsor: No report.

CONVENTION 2018
Thanks to everyone who have purchased raffle tickets to win a full convention ticket. We have had two
winners so far. Bruce Hart of Sarnia / Chatham-Kent and Joe Prince of Hamilton. Congratulations to both of you
and your tickets can be picked up at the registration table at the convention. Myself and others will continue to
sell raffle tickets at as many clubs and events as possible. Please support CAOAC and buy a chance to win.
We saw a preview of what the convention tickets will look like and these tickets will be available in
November. If you buy a ticket you can still try to win a free one! (if a convention ticket is purchased and then
one is won, money will be reimbursed.) Catherine will be having product donations sent to her home for the
convention. She is also the show chairman for the event. The Holiday Inn has set aside a block of rooms for
CAOAC. To get the group rate contact them and use the code CAC. The rate is $111.00 for one night for a standard queen room. You can use your Holiday Inn card for points.
Sarnia is sponsoring one speaker. The following information will be sent out by the convention chair. If
anyone, or any club is interested in assisting with sponsorships, this information is very important.
London Aquaria Society

17

C.A.O.A.C. REPORT
May 2017
C O NV E NT IO N

CONVENTION SPONSORSHIPS

Gold level: -- $1,000.00
$1,000.00 and above in cash or the equivalent - includes one full page of Advertising in
the official CAOAC 2018 Program, Website
banner and Banquet Announcement.
Silver level: -- $500.00
$500.00 and above in cash or equivalent - Includes one half page of Advertising in the official CAOAC 2018 Program, Website banner and Banquet Announcement.
Bronze level: - $250.00
$250.00 and above in cash or equivalent - Includes one quarter page of Advertising in the official CAOAC 2018
Program, Website banner and Banquet Announcement.
Speaker sponsorships:
Includes sponsorship mention on the speaker’s bio page of the official CAOAC 2018 Program, your banner
(which you provide) displayed at each of the speaker’s presentations and mention in the introduction of the
speaker each time they speak.
Mike Hellweg (2 presentations) -- $500.00
Greg Steeves (2 presentations) -- $500.00
Ret Talbot (2 presentations) -- $500.00
Rick Borstein (2 presentations) -- $500.00
Vendor Tables:
Includes one table and 2 chairs (Friday – Sunday). If electric connection is required, please
advise beforehand. $100.00 in cash or $150.00 retail value donation.
Donations are to be sent to Catherine Salmon at: address to follow.
If you require more tables, please contact Ken Boorman at lisas_lair_bookstore@kent.net.
Early Vendor setup hours: Friday 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Vendor hours (open to the attendees):
Friday 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and after the banquet is complete until midnight.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – end of auction, must be out by 5 p.m.!
Assumption of Responsibility & Liability Waiver:
We release and hold harmless the Burlington Holiday Inn and Conference Center, its officers, directors,
managers, members, partners, related entities, employees and agents (collectively known as the 'Hotel') from any
and all liability for any loss, theft, misplacement, mysterious disappearance or damage to any personal or business
property, equipment, articles, items, etc. that I, as a guest of the Hotel, own, control or are in my possession and
that is left unattended throughout said premises. This release shall also apply and extend to the property of my
guests, members, invitees, attendants, etc., and I shall assume and bear the responsibility of notifying these parties
that the Hotel is not responsible for any of their property that is left unattended anywhere and throughout the
Hotel premises.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. REPORT
March 2017
C lu b R ep or t s

Store Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Friday
11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
Quality Aquarium Supplies

http://angelfins.ca/

245 Southgate Dr. Unit #3 Guelph, Ontario
Phone: 519-546-6911
Email: info@angelfins.ca

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4

Phone: 519 -782-4052
Fax: 519 -782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
Over 80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.

Great Job Leanne
London Aquaria Society

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may
be reprinted provided full credit is given to the Author,
the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears,
is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE

Southwestern
Pe t C e n t r e
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas
& Saskatoon,
London, Ontario
Please Support Them,
They support us!!!
M o nd a y - W e d n e sda y : 9:30 a.m. -8:00 p.m.
Thursday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279
www.yelp.ca/biz/southwestern
-pet-centre-london-2

Locally O wned & Operated Since 1995
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

w w w. pe tp a ra di s elo n do n. co m

FISH & STICKS

TROPICAL FISH
Bonsai and Tropical Fish
385 Talbot Street
Saint Thomas, Ontario
Don Lucas
Owner/Operator
donlucas123@hotmail.com
(519)-637-6922
519-245-0721
11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
Join us on Facebook at:
Pets’n’ponds
Monday - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday - 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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www.bigalscanada.com/stores/locations/London/london.html
COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members

(except sale items)
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