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Betta Origins 
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 Accessorizing with fish was not what the people of 

Siam originally had in mind when they started collecting 

Bettas prior to the 1800s. Known as Siamese Fighting Fish, 

the Bettas of that time were not the same elegant, little 

fish we see today. With much smaller fins and a dirty 

greenish-brown hue, they were bred for competitive 

fighting and not for the fame of their magnificent finnage 

and colors. Native to Siam, (now Thailand), Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Vietnam and parts of China, these fish became 

accustomed to water temperatures that were often at or 

above 80 degrees. 

Co l lec t ing  Be t tas:   For the children of Malaysia, in southern China, collecting these Siamese fighting fish was 

a favorite pastime. The children would catch as many as 50 Bettas an hour from the rice paddies, and then con-

duct fish fights to determine the village champion. Usually, the winner was the biggest fish they caught. Once the 

wounds healed on the prize-winning fish, he would go into competition again against a new opponent. This pas-

time diminished significantly when agricultural chemicals and mechanized plowing were introduced for the har-

vesting of the rice paddies. However, the fields were not the only place where one could find Bettas. They were 

also living in watery ditches, stagnant ponds and gentle flowing streams. 

Betta Fighting Matches:     Known as plakat, which means tearing or biting fish, the wild Bettas generally 

would have short-lived fights of only a few minutes. Nevertheless, once the Siamese started to breed them specifi-

cally for fighting, these matches could go on for hours. The winner was determined, not by the wounds he in-

flicted, but instead by his willingness to continue fighting. The losing fish retreated and the match was over. De-

struction to the families of the men betting on the fish was also substantial, with potential losses as great as his 

money, his house, and on occasion, his wife or other family members! 

 Observing the obvious popularity of these fights, the King of Siam started licensing and collecting these 

fighting fish. In 1840, he gave some of his prized fish to a man who, in turn, gave them to Dr. Theodor Cantor, a 

medical scientist from Bangor. Describing these fish in an article nine years later, Dr. Cantor gave them the name 

Macropodus Pugnax. In 1909, Mr. Tate Regan renamed them Betta Splendens, noting that there already was a 

betta species with the name Dr. Cantor used. It is believed that Mr. Regan got the name from a warrior -like tribe 

of people named "Bettah".                 

     contõd on page 3 
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 Bob Wright will be doing a presentation for us at the November 

meeting.  

 Last month, we talked about everything the Executive and the 

Committees do to run this wonderful club and it was very interesting 

and informative.  If there is a position you are interested in trying, 

come on out to the executive meetings and learn more about that position to determine whether this would be a 

good fit for you.  If you do come out to one of our Executive Meetings, talk to some of the Members about what 

the job entails.  If  you have a question or concern, donõt hesitate to get in touch with me. If there is something 

you would like to see or brought up at the meeting just ask, all this would  be interesting for yourself and the 

other members as well. 

 The Jar Show this month will be on Cichlids (substrate spawners like angels, Kribensis and mouth brooding 

cichlids) as well as our open and plant class.  In November, we will have the Cares Fish Class.  

 As always, we will have the auction so please bring out your extra fish and plants.  Who knows, you may 

pick up a bargain or two.  

  

 

  

Betta Origins 

contõd from front page 

 

 By the last quarter of the 1800's, the Betta Splendens were introduced into 

France and Germany and in 1910 they were first seen in the United States. With the va-

riety of colors and fin combinations introduced, these fish were considered to be a dif-

ferent species, thus a long list of alternate names was created. 

The Modern -Day Betta:   Today, Betta Splendens are the most popular fish with breeders in the United States 

and Japan. Commercial Betta farms in Malaysia and Singapore breed both display Splendens and fighting Splen-

dens, with the breeding of the fighters producing the most revenue. Fighters are often discarded following their 

matches and new ones are bought, whereas, display Splendens live up to four years. 

The Colorful Betta 

Although Betta fish were originally bred for their fighting tendencies ð and still are today ð they have become 

more widely sought after for their vibrant colors and òshowyó fins, both of which have earned the Betta the nick-

name òThe Jewel of the Orient.ó 

In the wild, bettas only display vibrant colors when they are agitated, but breeders have been able to make the 

trait permanent and have developed a wide array of vivid hues that are specific to the breed. Bettas are usually 

available in red, pink, orange, green, blue, black, cream and even an opaque white. The blues ranges from very 

dark to very bright as well as light blue and turquoise. These blues ð along with greens ð are typically somewhat 

iridescent, unlike black or reds. 

Ron Bishop 

President 

London Aquaria Society 
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contõd from page 3 

 

Betta Color Patterns:   Breeders have also developed color patterns in betta fish, including marbling, which is usu-

ally blue and red with a pale base color, and òbutterflyó coloring, which means the bettaõs body is a solid color, 

but its fins are divided into two distinct colors. bettas are also now bred in metallic colors such as copper, gold, 

rust and platinum. 

Betta Fish Tails:   Betta fish are also bred to have a wide variety of tail fins . These can include the Veil Tail, which 

is the most common type, where the tail appears to arch up before draping down like a veil. Crown Tail Bettas 

have spiky, separated tips on their fins, while Half-Moon Tails have straight edges and, just like a half-moon 

shape, spread open in a 180-degree angle. Rose Tail Bettas have so much going on in the fin department, their 

tails drape and overlap, giving them the appearance of overlapping rose petals. Although similar to Rose Tails, 

the fins on Feather Tail Bettas have a more ruffled, feathered appearance. Other tail types include the Delta, Su-

per Delta, Double Tail, Spade Tail and many more. 

New Betta Varieties:   Breeders around the globe are continuously developing new varieties of Betta fish ð includ-

ing working to introduce the same range of colors in female bettas that had previously only been available in 

male bettas. Another a recent addition to the betta family is the Giant betta, which was developed in 1999. Two 

very large betta fish were located and bred, and their offspring was bred again and again to establish a line of Gi-

ant Bettas, which are significantly larger than standard betta fish. 

Betta Fun Facts!:   The fish have become so popular, theyõve even 

earned their place in pop culture. Here are some fun facts: Betta fish 

fighting techniques are referenced as a strategy in the 1963 James 

Bond movie, From Russia With Love. The criminal organization SPEC-

TRE plans to let the U.S. and Soviet Russia òfight to the deathó until 

one loses, then take on the exhausted winner ð just like Siamese Fight-

ing Fish. Meanwhile, the popular Disney Channel series Fish Hooks 

features Milo, a Siamese Fighting Fish, while betta fish have been used 

as backgrounds and screensavers for both Windows 7 and Windows 8 

operating systems. 

Not too shabby for a little fish from the rice paddy, huh?  

Boxer/Coral Banded Shrimp 

Stenopus hispidus 

 

www.alltropicalfish.com/marine -invertebrates/73-shrimps/161-boxer-coral-banded-shrimp-stenopus-hispidus 

 

 The Boxer Shrimp, also known as the Coral Banded Shrimp, is very popular amongst marine aquarists. The 

contrast of the red and white bands is beautiful, making this one of the most striking of shrimps. It has large pin-

cers compared to some other shrimps of its size. It is quite aggressive in terms of not allowing other fishes or in-

vertebrates (of the crawly variety), into striking distance. It wards off intruders by stretching out its pincers, ready 

to attack. This in most cases deters any further advancement by the invader - under aquarium conditions - unless 

the Boxer is about to become dinner. 

 

http://www.bettafishcenter.com/Betta-Tails.shtml
http://www.bettafishcenter.com/female-betta-video.shtml
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Boxer/Coral Banded Shrimp 

Stenopus hispidus 
 

contõd from page 4 

 

 Boxer Shrimps are good additions to community 

aquariums. However, be aware that they are capable of captur-

ing and destroying very small fishes if you have a fully grown or 

almost fully grown specimen. This is rare, but it does occur oc-

casionally. They tend to be aggressive towards other shrimp 

species - so if you have more than one variety of shrimp - en-

sure their quarters are large enough to keep a safe distance. You 

will find that the larger the Boxer is, the more likely it is to be 

aggressive towards other species. 

 Stenopus hispidus can only be kept singularly and will fight to the death if housed with a rival i.e. two 

males or two females. The exception to this is if you have a pair, then they will live quite harmoniously together.  

I may have painted a bit of a dark picture about this shrimp, when actually it is a great addition to many commu-

nity aquariums. The key to success is to house it with the right inhabitants - that means doing a little research be-

fore purchasing this shrimp or before making an addition to your system. 

 They enjoy plenty of rock work on which to climb, hang on and retreat into when feeling threatened. Ex-

tremely long tentacles can often be seen hanging out of a cave without actually being able to see their owner. It is 

better to house them away from stinging invertebrates, such as anemones, as their tentacles tend to drift into an 

anemone and get caught. It doesn't seem to do them any harm, but they really have to tug to break free. 

 Now that you know the do's and don'ts, it is quite an easy shrimp to look after. They are fairly hardy and 

easy to feed. Water quality as with most invertebrates needs to be of good quality. Regular water changes and 

low stocking levels of fishes will ensure good water conditions. As the exoskeleton largely depends on high cal-

cium levels for its strength - you may have to add supplemental calcium - available at all good pet stores. Calcium 

concentrations for reef tanks should be between 400 to 

420ppm. This will ensure that when the shrimp moults, 

which it will quite often, that the new exoskeleton 

hardens effectively, preventing any deformities. 

 Feeding is simple. A wide variety of foods are 

accepted, such as: brine, mysis and gamma shrimp, 

chopped cockle and chopped muscle. They will even 

eat flake food! If the fishes present clear the food away 

too quickly they can be fed using a pair of tongs. Hav-

ing olfactory sensors in their tentacles and pincers they 

are adept at finding any morsels on the tank floor or in 

rock crevices. 

 In captivity they can be expected to live for ap-

proximately 2 to 2½ years. A shrimp that's easy to 

keep with beautiful markings, makes this a great addi-

tion to a community tank.   


