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Gymnochanda filamentosa
FRASER-BRUNNER, 1955
http://www.seriouslyfish.com/species/gymnochanda-filamentosa/

Synonyms: Gymnochanda filamentosa Boeseman, 1957
Etymology: G y m n o c h a n d a: from the Greek γ υ μ ν ό ς ,

meaning ‘naked’, in reference to

its scale-less body, and the generic name Chanda .
Filamentosa: from the Latin filamentoso, meaning ‘filamentous’, in reference to the highly-extended dorsal
and anal fin rays in males.
Classification : Order: Perciformes
Family: Ambassidae
Distribution : Appears restricted in range with confirmed records existing only from Johor state, southern
Peninsular Malaysia, and the Kapuas river system in West Kalimtan (Kalimantan Barat) province, Indonesia
(Borneo).
Type locality is unclear, with first ‘southern Malaya’, then ‘Singapore’ mentioned in the original description with Fraser-Brunner stating that ‘even the precise location from which they were obtained is not known’.
Habitat:
Tends to occur in low altitude, swampy freshwater habitats containing still or
slowly-moving, acidic water with substrates of silt and peat.
Maximum Standard Length : The largest specimen recorded to date measured 32 mm.
Aquarium Size: Does not require a large aquarium but given its delicate nature and rarity minimum
base dimensions of 60 ∗ 30 cm are suggested since smaller tanks are more susceptible to swings in water chemistry.
Adult male from the Singapore aquarium trade.
Maintenance :
A densely-planted tank with
floating vegetation and roots, twigs or branches
and natural leaf litter would seem appropriate.
There’s no need to use natural peat, the collection of which is both unsustainable and environmentally-destructive.
Filtration should not be
strong with an air-powered sponge-type unit ideal,
and given it naturally inhabits pristine environments
it should never be introduced to a new aquarium.
Water Conditions: Temperature : 20 – 28 °C
pH: 4.0 – 6.0

Hardness: 18 – 90 ppm
cont’d on page 3
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January is here as well as 2017. Happy New Year to one
and all. On behalf of my family to yours, I wish all the best in
the future and all the happiness that a new year can bring - like
plans for the new pond in the back yard, a new addition to the
fish room or that big aquarium you’ve always wanted .
I am presently trying to reach the powers to be about
prices for a trip to the Ripley’s Aquarium and once I get that, we can plan another bus trip. Who knows what the
New Year will bring.
For January, Steven will be speaking on a planted aquarium. He approached us a couple of month ago and
said this is what he would like to do. I am looking forward to this presentation and I hope others will to.
The pot luck Christmas dinner went off quite well with all the special recipes and everything tasted great.
There were also lots of prizes to chose from. Thanks to all who donated and congratulations to the winners.
The fish show for January will be on Guppies along with an Open Class for fish and plants. The auction
will be there as usual.
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Adult female specimen.

Gymnochanda filamentosa
FRASER-BRUNNER, 1955
cont’d from f ront page

Diet:
S m a ll
live
foods
such
as Artemia, Daphnia, etc., should be considered
essential, especially during the acclimatisation
period, although frozen and dried alternatives
may be accepted over time.
Behaviour and Compatibility :
Unlikely to make an ideal community fish
and best kept in a species-specific set-up, or perhaps alongside comparably-sized, equally peaceful
species such as Gymnochanda species are gregarious by nature and ideally a group of 8-10 specimens should be the smallest purchased.
Sexual Dimorphism: The dorsal and anal fin spines in adult males are extended into filaments which females lack.
Reproduction : Unrecorded.
London Aquaria Society
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Gymnochanda filamentosa
FRASER-BRUNNER, 1955
cont’d from page 3

Notes: G. filamentosa has appeared in the ornamental trade but is evidently delicate and therefore recommended only to experienced aquarists.
It can be told apart from congeners by the following combination of characters: possession of filamentous
dorsal and anal-fin rays in males; body transparent to translucent yellowish-brown colour in life; absence of a
highly-extended second anal-fin spine; absence of carmine-red pigmentation in the dorsal, anal and caudal fins.
The full diagnosis of the genus was modified slightly by Tan and Lim (2011) in order to accommodate G.
verae, as follows: small ambassids with adult size not exceeding 32 mm SL. Body scale-less, translucent in life with
complete but indistinct lateral groove. Mature individuals sexually dimorphic (note that this is not known in the
case of Gymnochanda limi), mature males with one of the following modified fin characters: 1) anterior 1st to 4th
soft rays of the anal and second dorsal fins produced into long filaments; 2) fin rays elongated but joined by interradial membranes; or 3) elongated second anal-fin spine. Females colourless with or without slight fin extensions.
Preorbital with 2 to 4 large projecting serrae. Preoperculum strongly denticulate on the lower margin. Gill rakers
long and slender, 12 to 16 on the lower branch of the first branchial arch.
There are currently four described species but they are under-represented in museum collections and may
have been overlooked in the past.

Uaru fernandezyepezi
http://www.fishtanksandponds.co.uk/profiles/uarufernandezyepezi.html

Etymology:
toad.

Uaru: Native name in Amazonas for a

General Notes: Uaru fernandezyepezi are generally
very peaceful with other peaceful fish of a similar size.
they will however wreck plants so can't be housed in a
planted tank. Due to the soft acidic water and high temp
required by these fish any tank mates need to be carefully chosen. Uaru fernandezyepezi can be kept in a
group although they will probably become more aggressive when breeding. They can be delicate if not kept in
the right conditions and they are prone to hole in the head disease in less than perfect conditions.
Feeding: Wild Uaru fernandezyepezi are herbivores in captivity they are unfussy and will accepts most foods.
In order to thrive they should be fed on a vegetable-based flake or pellet food, plus occasional fresh or frozen
foods.
Sexing: There are no external differences between the sexes.
Breeding: Uaru fernandezyepezi is rare in the hobby and breeding them in captivity is even rarer. They have
been bred and breed in typical cichlid fashion with both parents caring for the brood.
Wild status: Wild status not evaluated but not very common and not very widespread.
London Aquaria Society
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Pantodon buchholzi
African Butterfly Fish
http://www.seriouslyfish.com/species/pantodon-buchholzi/

Classification:

Pantodontidae

Distribution: Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Benin,
Chad, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Niger, Gabon.
Habitat: It inhabits slow-moving and still waters in creeks, lakes and swamps. These habitats typically have
dense aquatic or overhanging vegetation.
Maximum Standard Length : 4.8″ (12cm).
A q u a r i u m S i z e : 36″ x 12″ x 12″ (90x30x30cm) – 80 litres. The width of the tank is far more important than the depth, and if possible a 15″ + wide tank should be used.
M a i n t e n a n c e : This species does best in slightly soft, acidic water, preferably stained with tannins. Any water
movement should be kept to a minimum. The aquarium should be dimly-lit with floating plants in order to diffuse the light further and allow the butterfly fish to exhibit its natural behaviour. The decor below the surface is
much less important and can be tailored to suit any other species in the tank. It does seem less skittish when kept
over a dark substrate, however. Ensure the cover of the tank is tightly fitting, as this fish is an amazing jumper for
its size.
Water Conditions:
Temperature : 73-86°F (23-30°C). Somewhere around the middle of this
range, around 77 -80°F is best.
pH: 6.0-7.5
Hardness : 5-15°H
D i e t : It is mainly an insectivore in nature and a varied diet of live and frozen foods such as bloodworm, brine
shrimp, prawn, small mealworms etc. suits it well. It obviously relishes live insects and will eagerly take any spiders or flies that you can catch. Most specimens will also accept flake, but this should not form the basis of the
diet. The fish feed only from the surface, so make sure they are getting their share.
B e h a v i o u r a n d C o m p a t i b i l i t y : The butterfly fish is generally quite peaceable, but its trailing finnage
offers irresistible temptation to fin-nipping species. Furthermore, it will eat any fish it can fit in its mouth
and is often aggressive towards other surface dwelling species. Recommended tankmates include other
African species such as Congo tetras, elephant nose fish, Synodontis catfish, African knife fish,
Ctenopoma species, and small to medium-sized West African cichlids. It can also be combined successfully with Corydoras , and many Loricariids and peaceful South American cichlids.
Butterfly fish can be somewhat aggressive towards conspecifics, but in a roomy
tank with plenty of surface vegetation a
small group can usually be kept without too
many problems.
S e x u a l D i m o r p h i s m : The fish can be
sexed by looking at the back edge of
the anal fin. This is straight in females
and convex in males.
London Aquaria Society
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Pantodon buchholzi
African Butterfly Fish
cont’d from page 5

Reproduction:

Not easy but it is possible. The fish are egg-scatterers. In order to breed them you

will need a tank with as large a surface area as possible, with 48 ″ x15″ wide being a good size. The
tank should be filled with floating plants such as Indian fern and the fish conditioned on a high quality diet of live and frozen foods. The water should be soft and acidic, with a pH of 6.0-6.5 and a
temperature of 77-80°F. Spawning can often be initiated by lowering the water level to only a couple of inches for a couple of weeks, then topping up with fresh water to a depth of 6 -8″ .
Spawning is preceded by much chasing of the female by the male. The act itself occurs among the plants,
with the male clasping the female between his fins. The pair will spawn over a period of several days, usually depositing over 100 eggs per day. These immediately float to the surface, and should be removed to a separate
aquarium as you spot them, as the parents exhibit no parental care at all and may in fact eat the eggs or fry. The
eggs are clear and transparent when laid, but turn completely dark within a few hours. They will hatch in 3-4
days.
Unfortunately, the fry are very difficult to raise. They need to be fed the smallest of mobile live foods initially, such as newly hatched brine shrimp. Microworm is not an option as it sinks and dies quite quickly. Further
difficulties arise from the fact that the fry do not actively seek food initially, consuming items only which pass directly by them. The maintenance of high water quality is essential as the young are also very sensitive to changing
water quality. Frequent small water changes are needed to maintain the stabile water chemistry they require.
Notes: The common name of this surface-dwelling species is derived from it’s appearance when viewed
from above, the large pectoral fins giving it the appearance of a butterfly. In reality, these fins serve a
dual purpose. They help to camouflage the fish, making it look like a dead leaf floating on the surface,
and along with the caudal fin, power the incredible jumps that it is capable of making. The fish jumps
from the water to catch flying insects or to escape potential predators and it can make leaps of several
metres in length. The eyes of the fish also have several structural features designed to allow it to see both
down into the water and up into the air at the same time.
For a fish with such power, it is actually
quite an inactive species when not feeding, tending to remain motionless among the surface
plants. It is crepuscular in the wild, becoming
active during the hours around dusk.
The distinct looks and behaviour of the
butterfly fish, along with it’s hardy nature, make
it an ideal species for those aquarists seeking
something “different”. It is the only species in
both the genus Pantodon and the family Pantodontidae and is quite a primitive species, being a
member of the order Osteoglossiformes, which
also includes the various arowana species.
London Aquaria Society
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Everything To Know About Bucephalandra
May 31, 2016
http://aquescaping.com/2016/05/31/everything -to-know-about-bucephalandra/

Based on their appearance, Bucephalandras are similar to Anubias and Cryptocoryne. Because of their very
close appearance to the Cryptocoryne species, they were introduced as their alternative when first introduced
into the hobby. Their narrow and olive-colored leaves closely resemble Cryptocoryne with only a few minor differences. Their rhizomes and roots fit the characteristics of Anubias more closely. Bucephalandras can be considered a mix between these two plant species.
Environment : Bucephalandras are adapted to life in rivers with fast moving currents. They are newly
discovered plant in the aquarium hobby but they have been documented in as early as 1858. The genus name Bucephalandra refers to the name of the black horse of Alexander, Bucephalus. Bucephalandras are all endemic which means that they are known to grow only on isolated areas. This plant
species can be found on many of the islands in the Malay Archipelago, also known as Borneo. More
and more species of Bucephalandras are being
discovered today as we explore previously hidden parts of the islands.
Bucephalandras are found in rivers and streams, and
sometimes on the banks of rivers. Borneo has a tropical
climate, which means that there is the same climate
year-round with average annual temperatures exceeding 20 degrees Celsius. Despite the consistent climate in
some areas on the island, Borneo still has two seasons
that are determined by the amount of rainfall. During
the rainy season when the river level rises, Bucephalandra plants growing out of water are submerged under water for a few months. However, this does not
prevent them from continuing to grow and they can easily transform into their submerged forms. The main differences between submersed and emersed forms are that when they are grown under water, they have a more delicate leaf structure and they exhibit more intense coloration.
Bucephalandra Care and Growing Conditions :
In aquariums, Bucephalandras can be grown on
hardscapes. I will recommend growing them on hard surfaces to make advantage of their root’s ability to
attach to hard surfaces, regardless of its texture. Because of their strong root growth, you sometimes
need to cut your way through its roots to be able to remove them .
Bucephalandras has in the past melted by losing their leaves if the environmental conditions are inconsistent – like water chemistry and light intensity. Another thing that makes the leaves of Bucephalandras fall out is
the buildup of algae and changes in fertilization concentration. Fortunately, the process is gradual so you can spot
the problem long before it becomes worse. Even without leaves, if the roots are healthily attached to something,
the plant will continue to live and can recover given enough time. Many aquarists suggest dimming the lights and
increasing the amount of oxygen in the water should help the plant recover its health in case its leaves have already fallen.
London Aquaria Society
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Ever ything To Know About
Bucephalandra
cont’d from page 7

If you decide to dim the lights for
Bucephalandras, they will recover their
health but their leaf colors will not be as
brightly colored as it was originally. To
ensure good coloration, strong lighting
is required (up to 0.5W per liter). Additional fertilizing is also known to positively affect the color of the plant. To
make sure that your aquarium is getting
all the nutrients it requires, you can use
the Estimative Index Fertilization method. This method would put enough fertilizers into your aquarium
which allows them to grow healthily with brightly colored leaves.
C o m m o n P r o b l e m s o f B u c e p h a l a n d r a : Since Bucephalandras grow so slowly, algae are a common problem. Once algae are formed inside the tank, it can limit the light and slow the growth of the
plant. You don’t want this to happen as stunted growth can lead to dull colors and weak health of the
plant. One good thing though is that Bucephalandras are quite hardy and most types of algae can be removed by spot treating with H2O2 on the effective leaves. Typically a mixture of 1 part H2O2, 4 parts
water.
Another problem is the Bucephalandras is it is slowly disappearing from the environment because
of deforestation on the islands of Borneo. Many varieties are becoming harder to find and some species
can only be found in captivity. While this can be considered sad news, aquarists that are collecting these
plants are effectively prolonging their life on this planet. The wide scale deforestation on their island of
origin doesn’t seem to slow down. Basically, there will come a time where only the collectors have this
plant species. There have been many calls to stop deforestation in that region so hopefully in the future they can
once again grow uninterrupted in those regions.
Appearance:
What makes Bucephalandras unique is
their interesting leaf shapes. The shape of their leaves is
very different from other species which makes them appealing to many collectors. Their leaves have varying
shapes as well depending the particular Bucephalandra
species – it can be oval, long and straight, long and
wavy, round and wavy, or droplet shape. The leaf colors
vary as well, from pink/red to dark violet. The leaves can
be multi-colored as well depending on the species. Different species can give you most of all the colors of the
rainbow.
London Aquaria Society
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Everything To Know About Bucephalandra
cont’d from page 8

Popular Species: Because of their relatively new discovery, only a few Bucephalandra species have full description for them. The most popular Bucephalandra species are the brownie blue, magnifolia and motoleyana. However, more and more Bucephalandra species are being discovered today and you can even find more than 200
variations of trade names – many of which have yet to be named. Because many Bucephalandra species have yet
to be named officially, they are called based on the names of the regions which they were collected (e.g. Kedagang, Tapah, Sabah, Kalimantan, Sintang, etc). Some Bucephalandra species are most known because of their
prominent color (e.g. Brownie Brown, Super Blue, Dark Achilles, Green Achilles, etc).
In the aquarium hobby, Bucephalandra are fairly new and only surged in popularity as recently as 2008.
Most species of Bucephalandra are very expensive because of their rarity and endemic nature. Unfortunately, you
shouldn’t expect the price to go down fast because they are becoming rarer by the year due to the problem of
deforestation in their place of origin. There is also a stranglehold on the market from wholesalers raising the prices
once a species becomes popular in the aquatic hobby.
Probably the most desired leaf characteristic of Bucephalandras the “blue gloss” which only appears when
you look at the leaves at certain angles. Many species display this characteristic to which the most attractive
is the combination of dark navy blue leaves. One of the most distinctive features of the Bucephalandras are
the bright spots on the leaves which is the direct result of photosynthesis. The intensity of the spots is dependent on the species. You can also see these bright spots on Anubias but they aren’t as noticeable as the
Bucephalandras. The bright spots offer great contrast especially under water.
Online purchasing information can be found here.

London Aquaria Society
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5 New Dwarf Gobies Discovered and Described

http://www.petcha.com/5-new-dwarfgobies-discovered-and-described/
Found in C.A.O.A.C. Newsletter, January 2017
Submitted by: Ann Stevens
By John Virata, April 11, 2016
These gobies are native to the waters off Fiji.
Researchers with the California Academy of Sciences and Hawaii’s Bishop Museum have described five new
goby species of the genus Eviota that have recently been discovered in Fijian waters.
Eviota eyerae. California Academy of Sciences
The Dwarf Gobies include :
Eviota eyreae
Eviota mimica
Eviota richardi
Figure 1. Eviota bilunula, underwater ph otograph,
Fiji, from Greenfield & Randall (201 6) Fig. 45 (R.

Eviota teresae
Eviota thamani
Figure 5. Eviota flebilis, underwater photo-

The fish collections are with the California Acad- graph, male, Ryukyu Islands, Japan (K. Yano).
emy of Sciences in San Francisco, Calif.
Eviota teresae. California Academy of Sciences
The description of each of the five species, along
with all Dwarf Gobies in the Eviota genus can be read in
the paper "A review of the dwarfgobies of Fiji, including
descriptions of five new species (Teleostei: Gobiidae: Eviota)” on the Journal of the Ocean Science Foundation
website. (story from www.fishchannel.com)

Bloodworm Induced Anaphylaxis
Peter Ho1Email author and Chrystyna Kalicinsky1
Allergy, Asthma & Clinical Immunology 201410 (Suppl 1): A29
DOI: 10.1186/1710-1492-10-S1-A29 Published: 3 March 2014
© Ho and Kalicinsky; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. 2014

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Bloodworms are a group of bristle worms found at the bottom of marine waters. They have
pale skin, which allows their red body fluid, which contains hemoglobin, to show through, hence the name
“bloodworm”. Bloodworms are often used as bait in fishing and are also available commercially as a food-source
for aquarium fish [1, 2].
This case report describes a patient who experienced repeated allergic reactions after feeding her fish.

London Aquaria Society
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Bloodworm induced Anaphylaxis
cont’d from page 10
https://aacijournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1710 -1492-10-S1-A29

Case report : A 21 year old female student was seen in the Adult Allergy and Immunology clinic for evaluation of hives. Eleven months ago, the patient experienced three distinct episodes where she experienced hives
and itching affecting her neck. The first episode lasted for 30 minutes and then spontaneously resolved. Her
second episode was similar to the first, but she also experienced the sensation of throat closing. She denied
tongue or lip swelling and resolution occurred within 30 minutes. Her third episode was similar to her second
episode and in addition she experienced itchy eyes. When the patient was asked about any suspected triggers,
should reported that these symptoms occurred shortly after feeding her fish with bloodworms. After she suspected bloodworms as the etiology for her reactions, she switched fish food to mosquito larvae and has had
no further recurrence.
The patient had epicutaneous skin testing to a solution of bloodworms in saline, which was positive.
Discussion: This patient had recurrent urticaria as
well as subjective respiratory compromise and conjunctivitis which occurred shortly after contact with
bloodworms, with positive epicutaneous skin test.
She meets the clinical diagnosis of anaphylaxis [3]. A
literature search conducted in Pubmed with the keywords "Bloodworm Allergy" in July 2013 identified a
case report of blood-worm induced asthma, but did
not reveal any published reports of blood-worm induced anaphylaxis [4]. We counseled the patient to
avoid any further contact with Bloodworms and to
continue with an alternative fish food.
R e f e r e n c e s : Bloodworm facts. 2013, Accessed July 20,
[http://www.mainebloodworms.com/facts.html]
2. Bloodworm: Complete Guide to Fishing Uses & Applications. 2013, Accessed
July 20, [http://www.ccmoore.com/baitblog/bloodworm-complete-guide-fishinguses-applications/]
3. Lieberman P, Nicklas R, Oppenheimer J: The diagnosis and management of anaphylaxis practice parameter:
2010 update. J Allergy Clin Immunol.
2010, 126 (3): 477-80. e1-42 View ArticlePubMedGoogle Schola r
4. Wu KC, Räsänen K, Hudson TJ:
London Aquaria Society
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https://aquaticarts.com/pages/white-specter-crayfish-care-guide

Over view
The White Specter Crayfish is a variant of the Electric
Blue Crayfish, and is therefore classified as the same species.
The Electric Blue Crayfish's natural habitat is in Florida, specifically areas east of St. Johns River, various locations south of
Levy and Marion Counties, and even some of the Florida Keys.
In fact, they are the only crayfish species native to the state of
Florida. The white version of these crayfish are selectively bred
from Electric Blue Crayfish, and so they can successfully interbreed with their blue cousins.
These crayfish can live in almost any freshwater aquarium and are among the toughest freshwater tank inhabitants available to the hobby. These are very active creatures that love to explore and do not spend all of their
time under rocks. They are well known for keeping tanks clean and free of waste, and are especially useful in
large aquariums of 30 gallons or more. Due to their maximum potential size, they should not be kept in aquariums any smaller than 30 gallons. These crayfish can live up to 5 or 6 years old with the proper care.
If you are planning to keep this crayfish with other crayfish or other large types of fish and invertebrates, is
important to keep them in a tank with plenty of hiding places. Crayfish are vulnerable when they are shedding
their exoskeleton, so landscaping the tank with live plants, driftwood, rocks, and/or caves is vital to their survival.
Also, it is normal for a crayfish to eat his/her skeleton after molting.
Other than the original Electric Blue, this species of crayfish also comes in red and pink - variants which are
sometimes available here at Aquatic Arts!
Species: Procambarus alleni
Size: 5 to 6 inches in length
Recommended Tank Parameters :


pH level range: 6.5 to 8.5



Temperature range: 65° to 85° F



Water type: kH 3-10; gH 4-10; TDS 100-300



pH level range: 6.5 to 8.5



Temperature range: 65° to 85° F

 Water type: kH 3-10; gH 4-10; TDS 100-300
Notes from the owner: - Crayfish are the hardiest freshwater specimens we have to offer, and thus tend to handle shipping and the acclimation process quite well.
- Though crayfish are NOT friendly, they can often live with fast-moving fish (such as rasboras, danios, etc.). They
are fairly slow and only a sick fish would be able to be caught by the crayfish. We have kept them with guppies
and dwarf shrimp, and have never seen a death ourselves, but we cannot guarantee that dwarf shrimp will be
safe if kept with a large crayfish. Some crayfish have also been known to eat snails, though this is does not always
happen.
Feeding Crayfish will typically eat whatever they can catch, but since they are slow-moving, they are rarely
able to harm most types of fish or shrimp. They prefer foods like invertebrate pellets or blanched vegetables (such
as zucchini, carrots, and spinach), but will also eat fish food and algae wafers.
London Aquaria Society

Page 12

Monthly
Jartropical
Show fish and fish diseases
Aquarium
Month

Fish

Categories

http://www.fishyportal.com/cgi-bin/pub/diag?c=v&id=21
WWW.FISHYPORTAL.COM
open fish Loaches,
Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

September

open

October

open open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
Embolism
White Clouds….)

November open

Other names: Gas Bubble Disease

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
Pathogen
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

Class
My Favourite Fish
Family
Family
C.A.R.E.S. Fish

Symptoms: An autopsy of relatively big fish shows blood froth coming from
blood vessels, Disequilibrium (dizzyness), Excited behaviour, High sensitivity to
January
open open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)
Non-Fish
mechanical irritants, Trembling fins, Blindness, Brightening (lighting) of body
February
open open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise)
Bowl Beautiful
colors, Darkening of body color (Black discoloration), Opacification
of the corMarch
open open fish Mollies,
Swordtails nebula), Popped eyes, Scale raising, Separation Killifish
neaPlaties,
(keratoleukoma,
of fin rays
April Fish show
open signs
openoffish
Characoids
(Tetras,
Silver
Dollars...)
Family
anxiety,
actively
reactHatchetfish,
to external
irritants
(knock against the aquarium walls,
react to
the
lose equilibrium,
shake
and tremble. They turn a dark color, sometimes
Mayapproaching
open net).
openAffected
fish Myfish
Favourite
Fish (any type
of fish)
Pairs color
December

none

none

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

will
coversnone
will move
slowly
eventually
June fade. Gill
none
None
due toand
Awards
Night stop moving. Another sign to look out for is scale- protrusion which will start in the caudal peduncle and will gradually spread thought the whole body. Affected fish may
show darkening of the cornea, pop-eye that will cause blindness, fin erosion (only fin rays will remain). Bubbles
on the aquarium walls may be indicative of embolism. An autopsy of relatively big fish will show frothy blood
coming from blood vessels, parenchymatous organs (visceral organs that have no cavities and that consist only of
parenchyma – liver, spleen, kidneys), and gills. This
is caused
by the build-up of bubbles in them.
BEST
IN SHOW
Description: Sometimes gas embolism or gas bubble disease will occur in the aquarium. It is caused by the acName
Month
Fish Name
Gift Certificate
tive production of oxygen by plants and at the same insufficient artificial aeration as well as by the use of unsetBob tap
Steele
March develops
Red-tailed
Black and
Platynitrogen
(Xiphophorus
variatus)
tled
water. Disease
if oxygen
levels in
the water are excessively high.Pet Paradise
James Kelly
March
Noveltyoversaturatio
White Cloud Mountain
albonubes)
Southwestern
Pet Centre
Disease
is caused
by oxygen
n: a largeMinnows
number(Tanichthys
of small bubbles
of oxygen
form within
the circulatory
and block blood flow as they
are bigger
in diameter than the capillaries (the smallest
type of
Namesystem Month
Adult
Fish Competition
Ribbon

blood vessel in the body). The blockage occurs because the cardiac impulse is not strong enough to push the gas
Bob Steele
March
Red-tailed black Platy (Xiphophorus variatus)
Red
through the capillaries. Diagnosis is made on the basis of clinical signs, pathologicoanatomic changes which are
D. Reimer
March
Red Swordtail (female) (Xiphophorus hellerii)
Blue
revealed during the autopsy, and by measuring the level of dissolved oxygen in the water
D. Reimer
March
Black-tailed red Swordtail (male) (Xiphophorus hellerii)
White
Tests carried out with Guppies, Mollienesia,
D. Reimer
March
Red Swordtail (male) (Xiphophorus hellerii)
black Mollienesia, Tetra-von-rio, and cardinals, showed
Fred Crombe March
Sunset Sword (female) (Xiphophorus hellerii)
that if the concentration of oxygen in the water is beBob Steele
March
Open Fish Snakeskin Barb (Desmopuntius rhomboocellatus)
Red
tween 28 and 30 mg/L, fish die within 1.5 – 2 hours of
Fred Crombe March
Open Fish Blue Acara (Andinoacara pulcher)
Blue
symptoms onset.
James Kelly
March
Novelty tank White Cloud Mountain Minnow (Tanichthys albonubes)
Red
How to cure: Fish should be placed into the aquarium where the concentration of oxygen in the
water
Name
Month
Adult Plant Competition
Ribbon
Fred Crombe

March

chilled
Open Pennywort (Hydrocotyledoes
sp.) not exceed 10-15 mg/L, for example, intoRed
boiled water or settled water (that stood for 2-5 days).
Prevention: To prevent the disease avoid intensive
water aeration of the aquarium which contains a lot of
plants and with lightening is very bright.

Special thanks to all those who bring fish &
plants to our monthly Show & auction.
London Aquaria Society
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Aquarium Fish Euthanasia
An excerpt taken from: http://www.petcha.com/aquarium-fish-euthanasia/

Euthanasia is an unpleasant but sometimes necessary aspect of all animal healthcare. Some scientists and
vets have strongly criticized some of the methods widely used by aquarists to euthanize fish, saying they are slow
and painful.
Euthanasia is used for two main purpose s: to
relieve the suffering of severely ill fish and to humanely
destroy severely injured or deformed fish, particularly fry.
When To Euthanize Fish : Several fish diseases are
so consistently fatal that euthanasia is invariably the
best option. These include neon tetra disease, dwarf
gourami iridovirus, chronic wasting disease, dropsy
and advanced Hexamita infections.
In some cases, euthanasia is also part of the management of fish disease outbreaks. Neon tetra disease, for
example, spreads to healthy fish when they nibble on the
corpses of sick fish. Removing and euthanizing infected fish
promptly will minimize the chances of healthy fish becoming sick.
Fish with poorly developed swim bladders (“belly sliders”) and deformed spines are particularly common
among inbred fish, such as some fancy livebearers. In this case, euthanasia removes bad genes from a particular
batch of fish, ensuring each new generation is healthy and conforms to the standards of the type.
Flushing Fish : Flushing fish down the toilet is never an option. Flushing a sick fish into the sewer is not
only inhumane, but it can also allow disease-causing organisms to enter local waters, leading to outbreaks of disease amongst native fish.

FISH TO AVOID FOR PLANTED FRESHWATER TANKS
www.ratemyfishtank.com/blog/fish-to-avoid-for-planted-freshwater-tanks

There is nothing more beautiful than a healthy, thriving planted
freshwater tank.

Written b y K a t h er ine B ar rin g to n
Updated May 01, 2014

Cultivating a freshwater planted tank is hard work and the last
thing you want is to have all of that hard work destroyed by adding the
wrong fish to your tank. To avoid this problem, do your research to determine which species to avoid when stocking a planted tank.

Overview of Species to Avoid : The truth of the matter is that some fish are more likely than others to completely destroy a planted tank. Cultivating a freshwater planted tank can be challenging but it can also be incredibly rewarding – as long as you go about it correctly. Nothing can compare to the beauty of a thriving freshwater
tank full of live plants and healthy, happy fish. If you are going to take the time to set up and maintain a planted
tank, you want to be sure that the fish you keep in the tank won’t destroy all of your hard work.
London Aquaria Society
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FISH TO AVOID FOR PLANTED FRESHWATER TANKS
cont’d from page 14

Some species of fish are notorious for devouring or uprooting live
plants so these species are best avoided if you plan to cultivate a
planted tank.
Cultivating a thriving planted tank takes a great deal of time
and effort, so the last thing you want to do is stock your tank with
fish that will destroy all of your hard work. Though many fish will
pick at live plants, eating bits of fish food or algae off the leaves,
some species will actually devour the plants themselves. One of the
worst species of freshwater planted tanks is the silver dollar fish.
These fish are capable of decimating an entire tank full of live aquarium plants in one week or less. Buenos Aires tetras are another species that are not recommended for planted
tanks – these tetras are voracious eaters, eating significantly more than most tetra species and having a tendency
to consume aquarium plants. Other species which have a tendency to munch on live plants include monos, scats
and goldfish.
In addition to these smaller species of freshwater fish, there are also some larger species you should look
out for. The Leporinus genus of fishes tends to grow very quickly and they also have a tendency to destroy
planted tanks. Many novice aquarium hobbyists make the mistake of adding these fish to their community tanks,
not realizing their potential size and their appetite for live plants. Another species to watch out for is the plecostomus. Though this species makes a great addition to the community tank while small, as these fish mature they can
become aggressive and may develop a habit of eating live plants. Other large species including Oscars and other
cichlids may not eat live plants, but they have a habit of digging around in the substrate and rearranging their
tanks. This digging behavior could damage the roots of delicate aquarium plants which is why you should use caution when adding live plants to a cichlid tank.
Species Profiles : Silver Dollar Fish – The silver dollar fish is a very easy species to care for which is part of
the reason it is so popular. Unfortunately, many aquarium hobbyists do not realize the danger of keeping these
fish in a planted tank. These fish can grow up
to 6 inches long, so they are capable of eating
large amounts of plant matter in a short period of time.
Buenos Aires Tetras – Though they may be
small, growing only 2 ½ inches long, the Buenos Aires tetra can wreak havoc on the
planted tank. These fish are best kept in
groups with 6 or more of their own species
and they tend to do well in community tanks
with other South American species. This species of tetra will eat just about any type of
aquatic plant except for Java Fern.
London Aquaria Society
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FISH TO AVOID FOR PLANTED FRESHWATER TANKS
cont’d from page 15

Monos – Monos are a group of fish that look very similar to Silver Dollar Fish, but they grow several inches larger. These fish subsist primarily on vegetable matter in the wild, so they are likely to eat live plants in the home
aquarium if you do not provide them with enough vegetables to eat.
Scats – Scats are a type of fish that prefer brackish water. Though they are very likely to consume live plants in the
tank, many types of aquatic plants do not do well in brackish conditions.
Goldfish – Goldfish can be tricky to keep in the home aquarium if you do not provide adequate space. Not only
do these fish grow very large but they require high levels of dissolved oxygen. Goldfish are likely to feed on any
plants in the tank, so if you must keep them in a planted tank use plants that grow quickly.
Recommended Species for Planted Tanks
Though there are definitely a few species you should avoid if you want to keep a planted freshwater tank,
most species of freshwater tropical fish are safe for planted tanks. You do, however, need to be sure that the fish
you choose are compatible with a planted environment. Some species of fish prefer to have plenty of open tank
space for swimming and may not do well if the tank is completely filled with plants. Some species, on the other
hand, will benefit from the shelter provided by large groups of live plants in the tank.
If you plan to keep a planted freshwater tank, you may want to select the fish before you select your
plants. By selecting your fish first you can cater the tank to the needs of that particular species, choosing live
plants that would be found in that species’ native habitat. The closer your tank environment mimics the natural
habitat of your fish, the happier and healthier your fish are likely to be. If you aren’t concerned with creating an
authentic tank environment, there are a number of species of fish that do well in planted tanks. Small species such
as danios, livebearers, barbs and most tetras (with the exception of Buenos Aires tetras) do well in planted tanks.
Larger species including gouramis, rainbowfish, discus fish and killifish would also do well.
Tips for Maintaining a Planted Tank
If you are going to go to all the effort required to cultivate a planted tank, you should do your best to do
it correctly the first time. Do your research to ensure that none of the fish in your tank will destroy your live
plants and be sure the plants you choose are compatible with your tank environment. In addition to these important preparations, there are also a few tips that can help ensure your success in cultivating a planted tank. In case
you do have a few fish that like to munch on live plants, be sure to include some fast-growing species of plants
such as hygrophila and cabomba. In
cichlid tanks, you can avoid problems
with your fish uprooting your plants
by using floating plants that do not
need to be rooted in substrate at all.
Some popular species of floating
plants include duckweed, hornwort,
crystalwort and azolla. Another option is to root your live plants to
pieces of driftwood so they will always have a firm foundation.
London Aquaria Society
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For my Old Friends
1. My goal for 2016 was to lose just 10 pounds… only 15 to go.
2. Ate salad for dinner… Mostly croutons & tomatoes... Really just one big, round crouton covered with tomato sauce...
And cheese... FINE! OK! OK! It was a pizza... I ate a pizza! Are you satisfied!?
3. How to prepare Tofu: 1. Throw it in the trash. 2. Grill some Meat.
4. I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking into a spider web.
5. I don't mean to brag but, I finished my 14-day diet food in 3 hours and 20 minutes.
6. A recent study has found women who carry a little extra weight live longer than men who mention it.
7. Kids today don't know how easy they have it. When I was young, I had to walk 9 feet through shag carpet to change the
TV channel.
8. Senility has been a smooth transition for me.
9. Remember back when we were kids and every time it was below zero out they closed the school? Me neither.
10. I may not be that funny... or athletic... or good looking... or smart... or talented... I forgot where I was going with this.
11. I love being over 70. I learn something new every day… and forget 5 others.
12. A thief broke into my house last night. He started searching for money... so I woke up and searched with him!
13. My dentist told me I need a Crown. I said, "You bet. Pour mine over rocks."
Thanks Jack. Wait, are you telling
14. I think I'll just put an "Out of Order" sticker on my forehead and call it a day.
me that I’m old. We’ll talk at this
"Just remember, once you're over the hill you begin to pick up speed."
month’s meeting. LOL

CAOAC Report
December 11, 2016

Committee Report s
Treasurer’s Report: The October - November bank balance is: $9,114.29
AHD: Sarnia, Calgary and Betta Breeders of Canada, all have first ins.
Archivist: Looking for a volunteer to replace Paul who has decided to retire as
archivist. There are approximately 12 boxes that need to be stored. Albert has
volunteered to store them at his house until the house is sold in the spring. A
group of people will need to get together prior to this to sort through things. As
much as possible will be digitized.
Awards: The deadline for the author's awards was December 11, 2016. The deadline for newsletters is January
15, 2017. Please send them to Ray Lucas, he needs reading material for this long cold winter. You can find his
email address on the CAOAC website. All other achievement and recognition awards are due by February 12,
2017. Please don't wait, send them as soon as possible.
Binder/Guidelines: The anti-bullying or violence and harassment policy is now on the website.
FAAS: No meeting.
Fishbreeders: Calgary has sent in paperwork and has a few first in. London also has a first in.
Fish Rescue: Nothing to report.
Futures: Jeff has made no headway yet. He is still looking at getting a committee together in the new year.
Judges: No report.
Membership: Barry has received a number of applications and will be bringing them to the January meeting.
Newsletter: People are commenting that it looks great but that maybe the front page should just be the logo
London Aquaria Society
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CAOAC Report
December 11, 2016

Club Reports
Barrie:

Frank Aguirre is doing a talk in January. The club is having it's second

auction on April 2, 2017.
Betta Breeders of Canada: The betta show at the convention is now being considered an international show, not just district. There will be bettas sent in form
Indonesia and Thailand. They have not had a meeting yet.
Calgary: No report.
Chatham-Kent: Our potluck was held on Saturday, December 10th. The next meeting will be held on Saturday,
February 11. No January meeting due to the possibility of bad weather.
Durham: Tuesday will be the potluck. Barry, Tim and Tom will be doing a talk on their recent travels to South
America. They may have some of the fish they got there ready for sale in January. Aquariama is on April 9, 2017.
Hamilton: The December meeting had Noel's fish Jeopardy, Sarah's fish table and a Neighbour to Neighbour
food drive.
Kitchener: December was Club Awards. There was food, raffles and a quiz. About 30 people attended.
London Aquaria Societ y: Will be having their Christmas meeting, on Tuesday, December 13. The meeting is a
potluck. The club is supplying drinks and pizza. We will have prizes and our usual club auction (no jar show).
One of our newer members (Steven), will be doing a talk in January on his work on planted tanks. Sunday, May 7, 2017 is our spring auction. Sunday, September 24, 2017 is our fall show and auction. Both events
will be held in Dorchester at the Optimist hall, as usual.
Montreal: (SAM) No report.
Ottawa: No report.
Peel: No report.
Sarnia: No report.
St Catherines: December is their Christmas party and in January, Ryan will be doing a talk on aquarium plants.
T ra n C a na d a Gu p py G rou p: Will be putting together a private Facebook site for Canadians to buy and sell.
Windsor: No report.
Ways & Means: The 50/50 draw saw Myron take home $25.00. The raffle which had four items, brought in
$5.00 and the final report was sent to Ann. We are sitting at $124.50 for the year so far. We started with
$93.00.
Webmaster: The format has been changed for paperwork and should be more easily opened. Any dates for
future events that have been received, have been put on the website.
Open Show: No report.
Programs: No report.
Steering: No report.

CONVENTION REPORT
Frank Aguirre is donating $300.00 toward sponsoring something at the Convention. Frank is proposing
that there should be a biotope contest at the Convention and he was explaining how there is no one in Canada
or the USA who enters these international competitions.
London Aquaria Society
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CONVENTION REPORT
cont’d from page 18

The only entry there has been for North America is a man
from Mexico and he is doing quite well. Frank is going to write
up a proposal and rules and they will hopefully go into the
CAOAC newsletter. Frank is doing a talk at our club in February
and I asked if he could possibly give us a quick talk on what he is
proposing to see if there is any interest.
There may be photographs involved, or there may be actual tanks to set up. In case the term biotope is confusing, it
means that the tank is set up to mimic the native habitat of the
fish in the tank. It would be like looking into the water where you
would have collected these specimens. I, Ron, have offered for us
to do a tank for the competition and I look forward to seeing
what is involved.
It is possible that we may want to look into getting a sign

The Tropical
Fish Room

that we can put on a stand of some sort to use at conventions and
Store Hours
other events. (most places do not like things taped to their walls
Monday - Friday….. 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
and it also doesn't look very professional )
Ron has offered that the LAS will sponsor a class in the Saturday ……...…… 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday……………... 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
show at the convention.
(519) 756-6225 Soon
London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule
a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
http://angelfins.ca/
Quality Aquarium Supplies

245 Southgate Dr. Unit #3 Guelph, Ontario
Phone: 519-546-6911
Email: info@angelfins.ca

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...
4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its
main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and to provide a
means through which hobbyists may exchange
ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.

Great Job Leanne
London Aquaria Society

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication
may be reprinted provided full credit is given to the
Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of
the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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P ET P A RADIS E
S UPE RS TO RE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Please Support
Southwestern
PetSupport
Centre
Please
1641 Dundas Street
Southwestern
Centre
(New Location)
DundasPet
& Saska1641 Dundas
Street
toon, London,
Ontario
TheyLocation)
support us!!!
(New
Dundas & Saska519-451-7279
toon, London, Ontario

Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

Sat: 10am-6pm
Sun: 10am-5pm
They support
us!!!
Thurs & Fri: 10am-9pm
1 6 4 1 D u n d a s S t L o519-451-7279
ndon, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS
 Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
 Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
 Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
 Pets Always Welcome!
RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600

Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

w w w. pe tp a ra di s elo n do n. co m

FISH & STICKS
TROPICAL FISH

Bonsai and Tropical Fish
385 Talbot Street
Saint Thomas, Ontario
Don Lucas
Owner/Operator
donlucas123@hotmail.com
(519)671-0965

OVER

519-245-0721
11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
Join us on Facebook at:
Pets’n’ponds
Monday - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday -10:00 a.m. - 8:00 .m.
Saturday & Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM
SERVICES WAREHOUSE


10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH



EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH



SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS



SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD



HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES



AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS



BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS

519-668-2752



EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS



REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
(except sale items)

London Aquaria Society
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