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Big Surprise
Hello everyone. As for our Speaker at this
meeting, Leanne says that she will be
keeping this a secret. I can’t wait to find
out who it is, so, come on out
and let’s see what the secret is.

THE SHARK’S PURSE
Download Audio Version
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/rss/podcasts/weirdfins/sharkspurse.htm

Howdy, Weird Gramma here with “WeirdFins,” all about
strange stuff in the sea, and brought to you by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Now, Kristin, in La
Cañada, California, asks if it’s true that some sharks carry purses.
Well, yes, but maybe not like you’re thinking. The sharks are
“horn sharks” and the “purses” are really their egg cases being
carried in the mother’s mouth. Egg cases are laid by some kinds of
sharks, and most skates and stingrays. After the pups hatch out,
egg cases sometimes wash up on the shore and beachcombers call them “mermaids’ purses.”
Most egg cases have points or long, curlicue strings that attach to seaweed. But horn shark egg cases are
big corkscrews, and unlike other sharks, the mother horn shark does a little parental care. She carries each egg
case in her mouth while it’s still soft, looking for rocks to protect it until the pup hatches 8 or 9 months later.
When she finds a good spot, she sort of screws the egg case into the rocky crevice, and when it hardens, most
predators can’t get to it.
Horn sharks get their name from the thick, white spines at the front of the dorsal, or top, fins. Even the
newborn pups have sharp little spines that help them from becoming lunch for larger fish. All of the 11 kinds of
horn sharks are smaller than you are, and most of their teeth are blunt to help them crunch sea urchins, crabs,
and other bottom-dwelling critters. They’re not
often sold at markets or restaurants, but you can
see horn sharks in many large aquariums and sea
parks.
You can see pictures of horn sharks on
the National Marine Fisheries Service WeirdFins
link at www.nmfs.noaa.gov.
Editor’s Note:
Okay Mothers, let’s talk!
Nahh! I don’t really think we need to have a
conversation on this topic! Right!!!! ;0)
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to empty the bathtub."
"Oh, I understand," I said. "A normal person
would use the bucket because it is bigger than the
spoon or the teacup."
"No" he said.
"A normal person
would pull the plug.
Do you want a bed
near the window?"

Thanks Dad
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Have a
Great &
Once again, I have to be the bearer of some sad news. On September
28th, Ron VanderGulik passed away from Pancreatic Cancer. Ron was a fixture
at the Auctions for the past few years helping out and getting volunteer hours
with his kids who were in high school. It was always great to have his help. The
family is in our hearts and prayers at this time.
Going once, twice, sold!!!!
What a great fish auction we just had, with a great amount of items for sale. Thanks to all who joined in
on the fun. From the kitchen to the auction room we had a wonderful response from one and all. If I were to
name the people that worked so hard to make us proud I would have a message that is ten pages long. Thanks to
the auctioneers who kept those items on a fast pace so we got out of the hall at a great time. Thanks again
The Hamilton and District Aquarium Society are putting on the CAOAC Convention this year and they are
well on their way with plans for a great convention. The Speakers and venue are booked, so, for more information, go to their websites with prices and agendas.
The Jar Show this month will be Cyprinids (goldfish, danios sharks, goldfish and white clouds to name a
few), as well as our open class. Also, there is the plant class along with the Family Fish Class for the October meeting.
As always, we will have the auction so, please bring out your extra fish and plants. Who knows, you may
pick up a bargain or two.
The leaves are changing, get ready to move inside and don’t eat too much Turkey. Have a great Thanksgiving
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Butterfly Goodeid
http://www.fishforinfo.net/butterfly-goodeid.html

The Butterfly Goodeid (Ameca splendens), is a great fish for a
community tank with large fish like cichlids.
The Butterfly Goodeid should not be kept with long finned fish
because they can nip at them. This fish originates from Mexico and is
found in highland streams and rivers. This species is becoming extinct
in the wild. It can reach 13cm in length and is a live bearer. Some
success has been had with breeding these fish in the aquarium. The females are larger than thee males however
the males are more colourful.
Although this species is becoming extinct in the wild there are plenty of aquariums around the world who
are breeding them. This fish likes to swim n the middle levels of the tank and will happily eat frozen, flake or live
food. It prefers a temperature of between 25-30 degrees centigrade and will benefit from soft and acidic to hard
and alkaline water.
London Aquaria Society
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CONTROLLING ALGAE GROWTH
http://www.ratemyfishtank.com/blog/controlling-algae-growth

Algae growth is an incredibly common problem with freshwater tanks. Read more to learn why it happens and how to control it.

Written by Katherine Barrington
Updated January 29, 2014

If you have ever seen an aquarium covered in
slimy or fuzzy green growths, you have seen algae. Algae is one of the most prevalent problems encountered
in the aquarium hobby. Not only is algae overgrowth
frustrating and difficult to deal with, but it can also destroy the appearance of your aquarium and interfere
with the health of your fish and live plants. It is important to realize that algae growth can be controlled,
however, if you know what to do. This article will discuss not only the causes of excess algae growth, but also
some tips for how you can minimize it.
Before we discuss how to eradicate algae, it
should be mentioned that some algae growth is perfectly normal in a healthy aquarium. You will never be
able to completely stop algae from growing and as long
as it doesn’t become excessive, it does not harm your
fish. Simply wipe off algae from places such as the front
glass and it should take a week or two before you need
to wipe it off again. If it is growing back within a couple

of days, however, you should read the rest of this article
and learn how to properly control your algae.
Algae, White Island by Kenneth Allen via
Causes of Algae Growth: If you want to eradicate
Wikimedia Commons
algae from your aquarium, it is vital that you understand why it grows in the first place. Your only hope in preventing the regrowth of algae is to remedy the problems that caused the overgrowth in the first place. Algae have certain needs that must be met in order to survive
and flourish. Algae require light, nutrients from the water, and a lack of predators. Without these key components, algae will have a difficult time taking off in your tank and, therefore, it is these areas that you should address.
Lighting: Light is a major factor in algae growth because these organisms engage in the process of photosynthesis in order to grow and reproduce. The simple fact is that many people keep their lights on for too long –
an excess of light will provide an abundance of energy for algae to grow. The lights in your tank should be on
no longer than 8-10 hours per day (if you are growing live plants then the recommended length of time is closer
to 12 hours, but the addition of plants should offset the additional hours of light more on this later). Timers are
very helpful in that they ensure your tank is receiving the correct hours of lights per day.

London Aquaria Society
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CONTROLLING ALGAE GROWTH
cont’d from page 4

Lighting: To avoid giving your tank too much light, you
should also make an effort to keep your tank out of direct
sunlight. Not only will direct sunlight increase the lighting in
your tank, but it can overheat the tank as well and make it an
even more suitable environment for algae to grow. If you
place a tank in a window where the sun hits it for several
hours a day, you are asking for trouble.
Macrotocinclus Affinis
Not only can too much light cause you problems, but
Looking for Algae by Cisamarc via
too little light can also lead to excessive algae (in particular,
Wikimedia Commons
brown algae). Therefore, it is not generally a good idea to
simply stop turning your light on to get rid of the algae. Instead, you should shoot for the 8-10 hour range.
Changing your light bulbs every 6 to 12 months will also help to control algae growth. Though the light bulbs
may still produce light, most bulbs lost their intensity after this amount of time which can lead to an increase in
algae growth.
Not only is the amount of light important in the growth of algae, but the type of lights you have also dictate its propagation. For instance, actinic lights began in the salt water realm, but are seeing increased use in fresh
water systems. However, actinic bulbs can lead to algae outbreaks. There are numerous examples of people who
switched out their actinic or 50/50 bulbs and had their algae decrease rapidly. Bulbs that have temperatures of
6500 K or below seem to be the best in terms of not promoting algae outbreaks. If you have tried reducing your
lighting period and still are having algae problems, investigate the temperature of your bulbs and see if that is the
root cause.
Nutrients: Algae require nutrients in the water in order to grow -- these nutrients are usually in the form of
nitrates or phosphates. It is, therefore, helpful to test for these compounds if you are having algae problems. If
your tests show high levels, first test your tap water to see if it is naturally high in either of these compounds. If it
is, you may have to purchase distilled water or treat your tap water (with reverse osmosis, for instance).
If your tap water is not naturally high in nitrates or phosphates, then your tank may be overcrowded or
you may be overfeeding. Your fish should generally be fed 2-3 times a day with each feeding lasting a couple of
minutes. If you consistently overfeed, the left-over food will make the nitrates spike. It is vital that you cut down
on your feeding if your nitrates become too high (greater than 20 ppm). Frequent water changes will also help
reduce the nitrate concentration as will vacuuming the substrate. A thorough vacuuming is often a key missing
element in fish maintenance, but it is very useful in getting any uneaten food out of the substrate and removing
fish waste.
Because an abundance of nutrients will lead to algae overgrowth, another way to rob the algae of nutrients is to provide competitors. If you heavily plant live plants in your aquarium, they will use up some of the nutrients that algae needs in order to grow. In the process, they are ensuring that the algae will not have enough to
eat. Keep in mind, however, that adding live plants may change the lighting requirements in your tank as well –
plants need light in order to grow, so don’t try to add live plants without also increasing the lighting in your
tank.
London Aquaria Society
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CONTROLLING ALGAE GROWTH
cont’d from page 5

Predators: One of the most commonly recommended algae eaters is the common plecostomus (pleco). Unfortunately, this recommendation is misguided and can lead to more problems in the tank. In general, a common pleco is not a good solution to getting rid of algae because it will eat some kinds of algae when it is young,
but stops eating algae all together when it reaches a length of around 5-6. From this length on, not only does it
not eat your algae, but it contributes greatly to the load on your tank as it produces a great deal of waste and
eventually becomes a very large fish that may become aggressive as well.
Stocking predators can be a very effective means of eradicating algae in your tank. However, care needs to be
taken when choosing which fish to purchase. Many of the algae-eaters will only eat certain kinds of algae, thus
you need to find out which kind of algae you have first and then you can select a predator to eat it. You also
need to see how long the predator will eat algae (see the discussion on the common pleco above for an example of this). Some of the more effective algae-eaters include otos (tend to be the best option for smaller tanks),
bristlenose plecos, American flagfish, and rubberlip plecos. Be sure to research these fish before you purchase
them to make sure they are suitable for your specific aquarium and eat the right kind of algae.
Refer to the list below for recommended species of algae eater:
Siamese Algae Eater – brush algae, thread algae, flatworms
Amano Shrimp – all types of algae, plant detritus, leftover food
Otocinclus Catfish – young algae growths, brown algae
Malaysian Trumpet Snail – all types of algae, plant detritus, leftover food
Ramshorn Snail – all types of algae, plant detritus, leftover food
Bristlenose Pleco – various types of algae
Black Molly – beard algae, other algae growths
I’ve read that there
Butterfly Goodeid – red algae, green algae, beard algae
are 50 thousand

Florida Flag Fish – hair algae, beard algae
Rosie Barbs – hair algae
Flying Fox – hair algae, brush algae, slime algae

pieces of algae in 1
teaspoon.

Conclusion: Minor algae growth is inevitable in your aquarium. In fact, the look of a tank is often enhanced
by the subtle growth on rocks or the back glass. Problems occur, however, when the algae starts to take over
your tank. If you encounter this problem, read over the suggestions in this article. Most algae problems can be
solved by reducing the hours of light, changing the temperature of the light, reducing the amount of food, reducing the number of fish, adding live plants, or adding predators. There are some types of algae blooms where
more extreme methods needs to be used, but the recommendations in the article will help in the control of
most algae.

London Aquaria Society
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Astonishing Health Benefits of Blue Green Algae
http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/NaturalFood/Algae

Aphanizomenon Flos-Aquae (AFA) is called and "the most nutritionally dense foods on the
planet. The health benefits of these microscopic algae have been reported for more than two decades, yet it is only recently that science has revealed the mechanisms by which these acts on the
body, and the astonishing health benefits they provide for people and animals .

H e al t h B en e f it s At t r i bu t ed t o A FA
The health benefits of AFA have been reported for more than two decades, however, it is only recently that science has fully explained the mechanisms by which AFA acts on the body. The following are a few of the most
notable benefits attributed to AFA:


Stimulates the release of stem cells from the bone marrow and, therefore, stands as an unequaled natural
products for regeneration and healing.



Stimulates the migration of natural killer cells, a type of lymphocyte involved in eliminating cancerous and

virally infected cells, offering powerful immune support
An excellent source of highly bioavailable Omega-3 fatty acids, carotenoids and chlorophyll which promotes a
healthy heart and benefits the treatment of ADD
Contains phycocyanin, the blue pigment, which helps prevent inflammation and pain and protect the body
against heavy metal toxicity and pesticides
 Significant source of phenylethylamine (PEA), known to increase mental alertness, concentration, elevate
mood and alleviate depression and symptoms of ADD
Rich source of vitamins and minerals. I'm using a revolutionary AFA supplement, a blend of 3 exotic, plantbased ingredients including the health promoting Aphanizomenon flos-aquae (AFA) to support a more significant
increase in the release of your body’s own stem cells.
This product also contains a vast array of naturally occurring nutrients including phenylethylamine (PEA)
which supports mood. AFA is patented and certified organic. It also contains Aloe macroclada which is considered by the people of Madagascar as a factor of rejuvenation and longevity. It has been documented to support
an increase in the number of circulating stem cells. Another ingredient, Undaria pinnatifida, is an ultra-pure marine algae that’s hand harvested from wild seaweed and grown in the most pristine ocean waters. It has been
clinically shown to support a long lasting increase in the number of your body’s own circulating stem cells.
Undaria pinnatifida is organic.
Editor’s Note: I’m going to talk to my Pharmacist about this product to see if I can purchase it. I’ll
keep you all posted. Here are some of the side effects of this product.

Side Effects of AFA
www.webmd.com/vitamins-supplements/ingredientmono-923-blue-green%20algae.aspx?activeingredientid=923&

Blue-green algae products that are free of contaminants, such as liver-damaging substances called microcystins, toxic metals, and harmful bacteria, are POSSIBLY SAFE for most people, but, blue-green algae products
that are contaminated are LIKELY UNSAFE, especially for children. Children are more sensitive to contaminated
blue-green algae products than adults.
London Aquaria Society
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Side Effects of AFA
cont’d from page 7

Contaminated blue-green algae can cause liver damage, stomach pain, nausea, vomiting, weakness, thirst, rapid
heartbeat, shock, and death. Don’t use any blue-green algae product that hasn’t been tested and found free of
mycrocystins and other contamination.
Special Precautions & Warnings :
Pregnancy and breast-feeding: Not enough is known about the use of blue-green algae during pregnancy
and breast-feeding. Stay on the safe side and avoid use.
“Auto-immune diseases” such as multiple sclerosis (MS), lupus (systemic lupus erythematosus, SLE), rheumatoid arthritis (RA), pemphigus vulgaris (a skin condition), and others : Bluegreen algae might cause the immune system to become more active and this could increase the symptoms of
auto-immune diseases. If you have one of these conditions, it’s best to avoid using blue-green algae.
Phenylketonuria: The spirulina species of blue-green algae contains the chemical phenylalanine. This might
make phenylketonuria worse. Avoid Spirulina species blue-green algae products if you have phenylketonuria.

Freshwater Planted Aquarium Care and Maintenance
By: Greg Morin

http://www.liveaquaria.com/PIC/article.cfm?aid=100

Carbon is the backbone of all life. Every organic molecule of every living organism is predominantly carbon based. Given this simple fact, it becomes clear why carbon dioxide (CO2) plays a pivotal role in the
planted aquarium. Aquatic plants extract CO2 from their environment and employ it in a process called photosynthesis. Photosynthesis combines CO2, water and light energy to produce simple carbohydrates and oxygen
(O2).

Growth rates of aquatic plants are strongly correlated1 with availability of carbon and the plant's affinity
for carbon uptake. Studies1 have shown that plants with the greatest carbon affinity have the greatest growth
rates, whereas those with lower carbon affinity have correspondingly slower growth rates. Because carbon
availability is normally the limiting factor to growth, addition of CO2 to a planted aquarium will always result
in large increases in growth (assuming other critical elements are not lacking).
Without additional CO2 the growth rate will be dependent on the rate at which atmospheric CO2
equilibrates into the water. CO2 will dissolve into CO2-free water to a degree that is dependent on the air
pressure, temperature, pH and bicarbonate/carbonate content of the water. The final concentration of CO2 in
the water depends entirely on those factors. Once that concentration is achieved, the level of CO2 will not
change unless the plants remove it or one of the other factors is altered.
London Aquaria Society
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Freshwater Planted Aquarium Care and Maintenance
cont’d from page 8

Plants remove CO2 at a rate much greater than the rate at which it equilibrates into the water. So at the
height of CO2 utilization, the plants limit their own growth by using up all available CO2. Because CO2 is an
integral component of the bicarbonate buffer system, a drop in CO2 will necessarily result in a rise in pH. As the
pH rises, the influx of additional atmospheric CO2 will be diminished by its conversion to bicarbonate.
This is offset somewhat by hard water plants that can utilize bicarbonate directly. However, without routine water changes or buffer additions (Alkaline Buffer™ or Liquid Alkaline Buffer™), this path will eventually
lead to complete depletion of the KH (carbonate hardness) which will result in dramatic pH swings from day to
night (5.7 - 9.6).1
CO2 injection bypasses this predicament by delivering a constant source of CO2. Because the introduction of CO2 will lower pH, you have two options: (1) Monitor and calibrate the
rate of CO2 addition to precisely match the usage by the plants or (2) use a pH
feedback metering system, such as a pH controller. Option (2) is ideal because as
the pH falls below a certain point, the CO2 turns off, thus avoiding catastrophic
pH drops.
If you are not quite ready for the initial investment in a CO2 injection
system but would still like to enjoy some of the benefits of adding additional
carbon, there is an alternative: Flourish™ Excel. It provides a simple organic carbon molecule (similar to what is
described above in the photosynthesis discussion) that plants can use as a building block for more complex carbohydrates. Because Flourish™ Excel is an organic carbon source, it does not impact pH. Even if you are already
using CO2, you can still obtain a cumulative benefit by using Flourish™ Excel in conjunction with CO2.
Biography: Greg Morin is the President and CEO of Seachem Laboratories, Inc. and has been with the company since its inception over 20 years ago. He graduated from Notre Dame with a Ph.D. in organic chemistry
and is actively involved in developing new and innovative products.

Hamilton & District Aquarium Society
FALL AUCTION

Saturday, October 1, 2016
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 551
79 Hamilton St N
Waterdown, Ontario
View Larger Map
AUCTION CHAIRPERSON: CARLA MacDONALD president@hdas.ca
Semi-annual auction rules apply, Doors open at 8:00 a.m. All entries must be submitted and tabled by 9:30
am. Auction starts sharply at 10:00 a.m. The percentage breakdown will be 70% / 30% club.
Only new dry goods, fish and books will be accepted. No used equipment however you may rent a vendors
table to sell your equipment. Vendors tables are $25 and must be pre-arranged with Carla.
NO sales tax will be added to sale s (Cash only.)
London Aquaria Society
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Aponogeton Ulvaceus Plant Care Sheet
Created by: catsma_97504
Published: 01-25-2013, 09:24 PM
http://www.everythingaquatic.net/forum/articles/aquatic-plant-library/149833-aponogeton-ulvaceus-plant-care

Common Names: Aponogeton, Curly Aponogeton
Latin Name: Aponogeton ulvaceus
Family Name: Aponogetonaceae
Plant Form: Bulb
Sold as: Bulb
Placement: Background
Max Size: 24 inches / 60 cm
Planting: In deep substrate
Flowers: Purple, Yellow or White flower clusters
Propagation: Seeds or runners
Growth Rate: Fast
Originates From: Madagascar
True Aquatic: Yes
Plant Care: pH: 6.0 - 7.5
Supplements: Balanced water column fertilizers, substrate fertilizers and CO2 supplementation
Lighting: Low to High
Recommended Tank Size: 55G or larger. Best
suited to a 24 inch / 60 cm tall tank
Care Level: Easy Good for Beginners: Yes
Aponogeton ulvaceus is a fairly forgiving
plant. It can survive in low light with minimal fertilization, but needs high light to see its full beauty
and to bloom. Under high light can grow as much
as 5 inches / 13 cm in a single day! Most plants sold
in the aquarium market are hybridized. And the
majority of these hybridized varieties need a dormancy period; however, it appears that the plants
that have purple / lavender blooms do not need
this.
Forced Dormancy: When the plants slows in
growth and begins to die back, remove bulb from
aquarium. Cut off all leaves and roots. Place bulb
into a container of cold water. Leave in a cool
place for a month or two. Then return to aquarium and surround the bulb with substrate fertilizer.
London Aquaria Society
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Banded Leporinus
Black-Banded Leporinus
Family: Anostomidae
http://animal-world.com/encyclo/fresh/characins/leporinus.php

The

Banded

Leporinus
You can guess how old the
Leporinus fasciatus is undoubtBlack-Banded Leporinus is by
Leporinus fasciatus Photo © Animaledly the most popular and
counting its black stripes!
World: Courtesy David Brough
brightly colored of this group of
fish. Its alternating bands of black and yellow are very striking and really make this fish stand out. It is also
very large, usually reaching 12 inches (30 cm) in the length in the wild, though in captivity they generally
reach only about about 8 inches (20 cm). The size and bold, banded pattern of the Banded Leporinus makes
it a very attractive fish in the aquarium.
The scientific name of this characin is curious yet descriptive: Leporinus means "rabbit snout" and fascia-

tus means "banded." The common names Black-Banded Leporinus and Banded Leporinus also describe its
body pattern. The most interesting thing about the patterning of this fish is that as a youngster, it only has 5
black bands. After it is a year old, the first of these bands splits, dividing into 2 bands. Every 6 months after
that, another band will split into two. By the time this characin is 3 years old, it will have 10 bands, and
its yellow-colored band turn more orangish. You can actually determine the approximate age of this fish by
counting its bands.
The Black-Banded Leporinus is a good community fish, but it is very active and should be kept in a
large aquarium. Keep the aquarium covered as they are very good jumpers, and can jump long distances.
Even though they are usually peaceful, they can be fin nibblers, so choose their tankmates carefully. We have
kept them with a wide variety of community fish as well as small cichlids.
An aquarium well suited for this fish has a sandy bottom with pieces of wood and rocks. As long as
there is algae growing on the wood and rocks, the Black-Banded Leporinus will swim in a head down position, constantly grazing. If there is no algae, it will nibble on the shoots and leaves of plants.
For more Information on keeping this fish see: Guide to a Happy, Healthy Freshwater Aquarium

World’s 2nd deadliest poison,
in an aquarium store near you
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/notrocketscience/2011/04/05/worlds-2nd-deadliest-poison-in-an-aquarium-store-nearyou/#.V_Vfy-QVCUk
By: Ed Yong | April 5, 2011 8:47 am

In 2007, a man from Woodbridge, Virginia was rushed into hospital after inhaling an aerosolised version
of one of the deadliest poisons on the planet. He was not the victim of a terrorist attack. He wasn’t working in
a biohazard laboratory. He was trying to clean out his fish tank.
The man, who posts on the Reef Central Forums as Steveoutlaw, was trying to get rid of a colony of zoanthids – a relative of corals and sea anemones – that was infesting his aquarium rocks. He had heard that boiling water would do the trick. When he tried it, he accidentally inhaled some of the steam.
London Aquaria Society
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World’s 2nd deadliest poison,
in an aquarium store near you
cont’d from page 11

Twenty minutes later, his nose was running and he had a cough. Four hours later, his breathing was laboured and he was headed to the emergency room. By the time he arrived, he was suffering from severe coughing fits and chest pains. He was stabilised, but he developed asthma and a persistent cough, and had to use steroids and an inhaler for at least two months.
The reason for his sudden illness was palytoxin, a speciality of zoanthids, and the second deadliest poison
in the natural world. One gram of the stuff will kill more than a hundred million mice. This poison, liberated by
the boiling water, had risen into Steveoutlaw’s airways in a cloud of steam.
Palytoxin is shrouded in legend. Hawaiian islanders tell of a cursed village in Maui, whose members defied a shark
god that had been eating their fellow villagers. They dismembered and burned the god, before scattering his ashes
in a tide pool near the town of Hana. Shortly after, a mysterious type of seaweed started growing in the pool. It
became known as “limu-make-o-Hana” (deadly seaweed of Hana). If smeared on a spear’s point, it could instantly kill its victims.
The shark god may have been an elaborate fiction, but in 1961, Philip Helfrich and John Shupe actually
found the legendary pool. Within it, they discovered a new species of zoanthid called Palythoa toxica. The limumake-o-Hana was real, but it wasn’t seaweed – it was a type of colonial anemone. In 1971, Richard Moore and
Paul Scheuer isolated the chemical responsible for the zoanthid’s lethal powers – palytoxin. Now, Jonathan Deeds
from the US Food and Drug Administration has found that the poison is readily available in aquarium stores.
Deeds was investigating a case of palytoxin poisoning when he heard about Steveoutlaw’s unfortunate incident. He visited the man, collected a sample of the offending zoanthid, and found that it was indeed heavy
with palytoxin. It wasn’t hard to get his hands on more. Deeds bought 15 more colonies from three aquarium
stores in the Washington DC area, of the same species that gave Steveoutlaw his whiff of toxic steam. Three of the
samples yielded even more poison. Every
gram contained enough palytoxin to kill
300,000 mice, or around 80 people.
Unfortunately, Deeds has no clear
message for aquarium owners. Some of
the zoanthid species that he tested weren’t
toxic at all, and indeed, many people
claim to have handled zoanthids for years
without problems. However, those that
contain palytoxin can kill if even a small
amount of the poison gets on the skin.
And, as Steveoutlaw found, even breathing in an aerosolised version of the poison
is a bad idea.
cont’d on page 14
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Monthly Jar Show
Month

Fish

Categories

September

open

October

open open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

November open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)
none

My Favourite Fish
Family
C.A.R.E.S. Fish

December

none

January

open open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise)

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

Killifish

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

Family

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

Class

None due to Awards Night

Non-Fish
Bowl Beautiful

Pairs
-

BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Fish Name

Gift Certificate

Jack Parkinson September (My Favourite Fish) Diamond Tetras (Moenkhausia pittieri)
Aquarium Services
Leanne Shore September Anubius
Southwestern Pet Centre
Name

Month

Jack Parkinson September
Name

Leanne Shore
Leanne Shore

Month

Adult Fish Competition

Ribbon

My Favourite Fish Diamond Tetra (Moenkhausia pittieri)

Red

Adult Plant Competition

Ribbon

September open Anubius
September open Guppy Grass (Najas sp.)

Red
Blue

Special thanks to all those who bring fish &
plants to our monthly Show & auction.
London Aquaria Society
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World’s 2nd deadliest poison,
in an aquarium store near you
cont’d from page 12

The problem is that telling zoanthids apart is incredibly difficult – Deeds only did it with any degree of certainty
using genetic analysis.
And tracing the origins of these animals isn’t easy either. One of the aquarium owners who Deeds visited
said that he got his zoanthids through mixed containers of corals and rock fragments, known as “frags”, with no
information about their origins. The animals can be accidentally introduced on unsuspecting rocks. And many
aquarium owners will break the rocks up themselves and exchange them between friends.
As Deeds wrote, “the legendary limu appears to be exacting its ancient curse once again, but this time
upon unsuspecting marine home aquarists.” Owners are “often unaware of the deadly poisons they are being
exposed to”.
PS Venom enthusiasts know that the potency of poisons is measured using the LD-50 – the dose that will
kill half a group of mice after a set time. The most venomous snake has an LD-50 of 25 micrograms per kilogram of body weight. For tetrodotoxin, the equivalent figure is 8 micrograms. For batrachotoxin, the poison
from the skin of poison dart frogs, it’s 2-7 micrograms. For palytoxin, it’s 0.3 micrograms (or 300 nanograms).

Sometimes I get neat contaminant fish! Pimlodella sp. 3
Posted by msjinkzd on August 26, 2013 | 0 comments
http://msjinkzd.com/news/sometimes-i-get-neat-contaminant-fish-pimlodella-sp-3/

Often when I get in wild caught fish, there are a few that are not what I ordered mixed in. I call them my
contaminants. Generally they are common fish, or of comparable size. In early 2009, I brought in some C. habrosus from Colombia, and there were two exceptionally tiny baby catfish. I posted on Planet Catfish and got a
species id of Pimlodella sp. 3. They were cute enough, but the size range I was given was 3″ -30″ , so only
time would tell how they would turn out. I plopped them into some of my personal display tanks and
promptly forgot about them. Fast forward nearly 4 years. I was doing maintenance on my Ameca Splendens
tank yesterday, and found a 4″ catfish- obviously my little .25″ fry had grown up! I have two of these guys.
They have a beautiful pearlesencent shimmer and a great green/gold gill plate. I assume that they are full-grown
at this point, and it has solved the mystery as to why I was not getting any more goodeid fry!

London Aquaria Society
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Tropical Fish Hatcher y Celebrates Grand Opening
From the website of Joe Preston, MP
http://st-thomas.org/2012/05/tropical-fish-hatchery-celebrates-grand-opening/
(http://www.joeprestonmp.ca/media/news/local-tropical-fish-hatchery-celebrates-grand-opening):

As a result of the Government of Canada’s Sand Plains Community Development Fund, Catfish Creek Tropical Fish Hatchery welcomed visitors to the Grand Opening of their new facility in St. Thomas. The $250,000 investment was announced in February, 2011 and allowed the hatchery to build a new energy-efficient facility and
produce more varieties of tropical fish for pet stores.
“Sand Plains has brought growth and prosperity to our region that will last for generations to come”, stated
MP Joe Preston. “Catfish Creek Tropical Fish Hatchery is a great example of how create new jobs and opportunities in rural Ontario.” “It is great to be able to build and expand in St. Thomas, and to the diversity of businesses
in the area”, said Karen Ashford.
Catfish Creek Tropical Fish Hatchery was established in 1997, breeding and raising tropical fish for wholesale
pet stores and wholesalers in the Greater Toronto Area. The company used the funding to build a 4500 square
foot facility in St. Thomas to expand production by 230%. The new building has increased insulation, sub-floor
heating and was designed and built using local companies in Elgin County.
This capital loan through the Sand Plains Community
Development Fund administered by the Ontario Association
of Community Futures Development Corporations. The fund
targets community-based initiatives that support regional development, attract and retain people and investment, and
stimulate business development and job creation.
For more information on the Sand Plains Community
Development Fund,
www.sandplains.ca.

please

visit

www.ontcfdc.com

or

Blue Ram Cichlid Care Guide
http://www.theaquariumguide.com/articles/blue-ram-cichlid-care-guide

The Blue Ram cichlid, also known as German Blue Ram, is a beautiful and peaceful cichlid, popular
among aquarists, but not recommThey do well in community tanks, but require established aquariums.
Their head and chest are gold, yellow, blue, and black with a red patch on the abdomen.
The flanks are gray or blue with a vertical black line crossing the eye, yellow dorsal fins with black
front edges, and pelvic fins usually red with blue.
The Blue Rams usually live up to three years or longer and can grow up to 2-3 inches.

Tank requirements for Blue Ram Cichlid
The minimum tank size for a Blue Ram is 10-gallons but you’ll need at least a 29 gallon aquarium if
you intend to add other fishes.
London Aquaria Society
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Blue Ram Cichlid Care Guide
cont’d from page 15

Before introducing your Blue Rams
cichlid, you must make sure your tank is already cycled and well-established, as they
will not do well in fresh aquariums.
They will thrive between 78-85°
Fahrenheit, but will do best between 80-81
degrees. This range will help them establish
more easily and be less vulnerable to
diseases.
They like water pH to be between 6.0-7.5 and hardness between 6-14 dGH. Water should have moderate
movement, even lower in the breeding tank, to avoid the fry being dragged around by currents.
Blue Rams like moderate lighting, so it’s best to add floating plants, especially when you plan to breed
them to help diffuse the light.

Feeding Your German Blue Ram
As omnivorous fish, the Blue Rams
require both plant matter and animal
food. When introducing them to your
aquarium, don’t panic if they lose their
appetite.
This is a normal behavior in most fish
and for the first days; try feeding them rich and
tasty treats like larvae or frozen food. After
they are established in your tank, gradually try
cichlid flakes or pellet food and soon your cichlids will accept a wide range of foods. It’s important to make sure your Blue Rams cichlid
are fed, as they may be slow to notice food in
the tank and have other fish eat it before they do. Also, keep feeding them a high quality, varied diet to avoid
nutrient lacks.

Common Diseases
The Blue Rams are prone to the usual diseases of tropical fish. They may become stressed in poor
quality water, there’s not enough oxygen, or there aren’t enough hiding places.
Extended stressful periods may weaken your cichlids’ immune system and make them more vulnerable.
Ich is the first and most common disease affecting freshwater fish. Also, Blue Rams are prone to
parasitic infections, bacterial diseases, flatworms, skin flukes, or Costia disease. They are also prone to fish
tuberculosis.
London Aquaria Society
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Blue Ram Cichlid Care Guide
cont’d from page 16

German Blue Ram Behaviour
These cichlids are usually very peaceful fish compared to other cichlids and in normal living conditions they will not attack other fish.
They can become stressed if they don’t find enough hiding places, as they do love their privacy.
Be sure to provide extra plants, caves, and pieces of wood or clay pots for them to hide in.
During mating time, males guarding the eggs may display aggressive behavior towards approaching
fish, so you must consider this when breeding your Blue Rams.

Tank mates for your Blue Ram Cichlid
The Blue Ram is a peaceful cichlid that can be housed together with other dwarf cichlids or peaceful non-cichlid fish. They do well in a community tank and shouldn’t be kept alone.
Aggressive cichlids should be avoided at all costs, as the Blue Ram won’t actually fight them. Suitable tank mates would be Discus, Dwarf Gourami, Dwarf Rainbow fish, Silver Dollar, Plecostomus, Glowlight Tetra, or Cardinal and Neon Tetras.
Only keep more than one male if your aquarium is large enough (over 30-gallons).
Placing a single pair together won’t necessarily mean they will mate. You can determine which pair will
mate after you place more juveniles together in a tank and you see two of them swim close together.

Breeding
After you notice a breeding pair, you can move them to their own tank to establish a family. The
water in the breeding tank should be warmer, between 77-82.4° Fahrenheit, and wide leaves or smooth
pebbles should be available for the female to lay eggs on.
Water should be very clean and all stress factors should be avoided, as the stressed pair will eat
their eggs. Other fish can distract them and make them less aggressive, so adding some into the breeding
tank would be a good idea.
After the fry hatch, the parents
should be removed if the tendency of
eating them is observed.
Usually, the female digs a pit in a remote place and guards the fry there.
Another possibility is the parents splitting the fry between themselves and each guarding their fry in a
separate pit.
If you plan on adding these
beautiful cichlids, keep in mind the
fact that they need established tanks
and other peaceful tank mates,
roughly the same size as them.
London Aquaria Society
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B.A.P. / H.A.P. REPORT
BREEDER’S AWARD PROGRAM
This years B.A.P. AWARD is off to a slow start. There are only 2
people who have submitted reports so far.
Ron & Annette Bishop have reported the following spawns:
Girandinus uninatataus - Livebearer
Chapalichthys enoentus - Barred Splitfin Livebearer
Marmorkrebs. Sp. - Self Cloning Crayfish

HORTICULTURAL AWARD PROGRAM
Ron & A n n et t e B i sh o p have propagated the following plants:
Aponageten Madagascariensis - Lace Plant with flower
Nymphaea White Miniature Pond Lily

CONGRATULATIONS Annette & Ron
My little cousin said that he has this teacher with a 475 liter tank in his class, with an
Oscar named "Oscar". How original. He also has a tank full of feeders. Anyway, when the
www.aquahobby.c
teacher stepped out for a few minutes, the kids in the class thought how cool it would be to
om/tales/
give Oscar all of the feeders and watch him kill them all. When the teacher got back, he was
e_wizzkid.php
a bit upset, so, he assigned someone to take charge of of taking care of Oscar.

Wizzkid

My little cousin then became interested and got into fish keeping at home too. Anyway, he got an "A" in
his class and picked up a new hobby. He's about 7 years old and has Oscars, Discus, Jack Dempseys and all kinds
of fish. His favorites are the Angels and Discus but he likes to breed African Cichlids and some feeders too, to
make money for his tanks and equipment. I know that sounds pretty young but, he knows quite a bit about
aquariums for his age. All he talks about is fish and aquariums when I see him, so, he spends most of his time
with his aquariums and reading books about fish. He can even tell me the scientific names of most any fish I mention to him and the spawning behaviors and all kinds of info.
London Aquaria Society
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TROPICAL FISH
Fish & Sticks
Bonsai and Tropical Fish
385 Talbot Street
Saint Thomas, Ontario
Don Lucas
Owner/Operator
donlucas123@hotmail.com
(519)671-0965
519-245-0721
11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
Join us on Facebook at:
Pets’n’ponds
Monday - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday - 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The Tropical
Fish Room
Store Hours
Monday - Friday….11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday ……...…...11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday……………..12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
Quality Aquarium Supplies

http://angelfins.ca/

245 Southgate Dr. Unit #3 Guelph, Ontario
Phone: 519-546-6911
Email: info@angelfins.ca

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.

Great Job Leanne
London Aquaria Society

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may
be reprinted provided full credit is given to the Author,
the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears,
is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas & Saskatoon, London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Sat: 10am-6pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm Sun: 10am-5pm
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Friday

Sunday:
10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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www.bigalscanada.com/stores/locations/London/london.html
COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members

(except sale items)
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