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The guest speaker
for May will be
Steven Kessel,
talking on Sharks and how they are
harvested and treated in the wild.

An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from April

http://www.loaches.com/articles/an-introductionto-keeping-botia
Numbers:
Botiine loaches are shoaling species
and must always be kept in groups. In my opinion,
five is the absolute minimum. Kept as solitary
specimens they can become either aggressive or
reclusive, the latter causing them to pine away,
sometimes refusing to feed, leading to a painful and premature death. These fish develop social bonds with
each other and find comfort in the form of a shoal of others of their own kind. They will usually form a pecking order, with a fish known as the ‘Alpha loach’ quite obviously in charge – this is usually (but not always) the
largest loach in the aquarium and is often a female. Follow this ‘numbers’ rule and you will get the chance to
see them behaving naturally and at their fullest potential; put plainly, keeping just one (or a low number) of
these remarkably social fish is simply cruel.
Do not rush: Botia are very sensitive to less than good water conditions, and therefore should not be the first
fish added to a new aquarium. Ideally, the tank will have been set up for a few months before they are introduced. For the more peaceful species, you should invest in some ‘dither fish’. Loaches like to be able to poke
their heads out of their caves and see other fish swimming about, letting them know that it is safe for them to
come out and play. Suitable dither fish would include for example, barbs, danios, rasboras, and tetras, but this
will be dependent upon which loach species you choose to keep – some are not so friendly!
Selecting your fish: When selecting your loaches, you want to be sure to find healthy fish. It is therefore advisable to shop around until you are confident that the dealer is providing well-rested and well-fed fish, preferably
of at least 5 cm (2 in) in size (with the exception of the dwarf species Y. sidthimunki). Fish under this size are
generally weaker and may not do well unless fed intensively, which is not usually possible in the confines of the
home aquarium. The loaches should have been rested after import for several weeks before sale to ensure that
no problems arise. Avoid fish that appear lethargic with clamped fins, or fish that are painfully underweight.
Species choices: Chromobotia macracanthus (Clown Loach)I will start with the loach that is the most popular
within our hobby – the Clown Loach (Chromobotia macracanthus) - although it probably shouldn’t be the most
popular, given its adult size. This fish, of Indonesian origin is sold, more often than not, to unwary aquarists to
help rid their tank of snails.
cont’d on page 3
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Presidents Message

The guest speaker for May will be Steven Kessel, talking on Sharks, you
know, the big guys with teeth. The way they are harvested and treated in the
wild. The rules and regulations and the way things are changing.
For April, we had a presentation from Annette and myself about Axolotls and collecting live food. Special thanks to Sharon for her computer
knowledge to get everything working. It was a lot of fun talking about our
pets and the fun of going out to get the live food for our aquariums. We get our fresh air and we get some great food for
the fish. It was interesting doing the talk for the first time with a few bumps along the way.
Elections are coming up and if any of the members would like to try for a position on the executive, all positions
are open. Let somebody on your present executive know your intentions. We will be having some openings come up this
year. Bob Steele is moving to Vancouver in the summer. Bob you have done a great job for the London Aquaria Society
and you will be missed. Thank you for everything.
The Convention is ready for the big show to begin. The ticket sales have been good and we will have a great turnout. Cut off date for the dinner tickets is May 6th and we have to order the food. So, if you are sitting on the fence and
waiting to decide, it better be now. If you only want to hear a special speaker, we have decided to charge 10 Dollars for
that option. Anybody that has some time to give us a hand, please do so, your help will be greatly appreciated. With the
set up and the auction, there will be many things to do, so, if you can help out, it would be wonderful.
The fish show for May will be the class of My Favourite Fish. This is any fish that you have as your favourite and it
is going to be judged by all in attendance. The only rule is that it has to be a fish. As always, we will have the Open Class
and the Open Class for Plants. Also, this month we will have a Pairs Class. The auction will be there as usual.
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from f ront page

Yes, they will eat snails, but so will other, smaller (and usually more suitable) species of Botia. Clown
Loaches can attain a size of 30-40 cm (12-14 in) in the home aquarium, and grow even larger in the wild. Books,
websites, or dealers that suggest six inches as a maximum size are simply advising incorrectly. To keep these
magnificent fish, you will need to house smaller specimens in a tank at least four feet long, and be prepared to
move them into a minimum 6’ x 2’ x 2’ when adult. If you cannot see yourself being prepared to provide this
sized aquarium for them, you should instead invest in a species that does not reach the same proportions.
Clowns can live for decades (some sources suggest up to fifty years) if cared for correctly, so they are a life-long
investment and should be treated with respect. As a very rough guide, some of my longer term residents
reached nine inches in length within ten years. I have also acquired larger specimens over the years, the most
sizeable being twelve inches in length and thought to be over fifteen years of age. Adults are very powerful fish
and require a great deal of swimming space – the footprint of the tank is always more important than the
height. Nevertheless, if you can provide them with spacious aquaria, you will be rewarded with amazing displays of natural behaviours. They are peaceful towards other fish and never intentionally harm smaller species.
London Aquaria Society
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An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from page 3

Introducing your new fish: Botiine loaches have powerful weapons concealed just under their eyes in the form
of suborbital spines, which they can use as defence mechanisms. Usually kept relatively flat beneath their skin,
they can easily go unnoticed. Therefore, care should always be taken when netting these fish as they may extend those spines in self-defence when threatened. The spines can become entangled in the netting material,
causing them much distress. Similarly, your dealer should always ‘double bag’ any loaches purchased, to ensure
that their spines do not break through the bag on your journey home. Larger specimens may even require a
third layer.
On your arrival home, you should turn off your aquarium lights whilst acclimatising your loaches, to
minimise stress. Once acclimatised and released into the tank, you should leave the lights off for several hours
afterwards in order to allow them to explore their new surroundings in relative darkness.
A common trait of newly introduced Botiine loaches (or if you change the décor around in an existing tank containing loaches) is for them to perform what is nicknamed by loach enthusiasts as ‘The Loachy Dance’. This is
where they appear to dive bomb in a shoal, up and down at the sides and corners of the tank. This usually settles down within a few days as they get to know their new home. However, it is not likely that the dance is always a stress reaction, as loaches have been known to do this even in tanks that have been set up for years. I
regularly see my shoal of forty Clown loaches doing this in the evenings under blue moon lighting. They usually
perform their dance when it is getting close to feeding time, and they are very obviously excited.
I feel that in this instance it is more of a social bonding behaviour, each one bumping into others and letting
them know they are there – they seem to feel happy and safe under such circumstances.
Feeding your fish: Loaches, more often than not, tend to be lumped into the somewhat misleading category
of ‘scavengers’. They are not. These bottom-dwelling fish require their own food source, and this should be as
varied as possible.
Botia almorhae: (Yo Yo Loach) Botia almorhae, (formerly known as Botia lohachata) is frequently available
in the UK or US under the name Pakistani Loach. It is a white coloured fish with black markings along its body
more-or-less in alternating shapes of ‘Y’ and ‘O’ earning it the popular international common name of Yo-Yo
Loach. Because of their slightly more feisty nature, some sources suggest keeping
solitary individuals, but this will merely
heighten their aggression level towards
other fish species. Kept as a group, these
loaches will be more concerned with
each other than their tank mates, although small fish and long-finned fish
should definitely be avoided. Botia almorhae can reach 17cm (6.8 in) in length,
and their markings transform into a more
reticulated pattern as they age.
London Aquaria Society
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An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from page 4

At the shop where I work, we have an extensive selection of loaches (usually between thirty and forty species at
any given time). To keep them in tip-top condition, we feed small amounts of both dried and frozen foods
three times per day. The most important feed is the one at the end of the day when the lights go out – as I have
said previously, most loaches prefer subdued lighting and not all will be confident enough to venture out until
the light levels are reduced. This is something which I also replicate in my 84” x 27” x 28” (1000 litre/265 gallon) Clown loach aquarium at home. I use various sinking catfish pellets (of which the JMC brand are much preferred!), sinking carnivore pellets, algae wafers, Tetra Prima, and frozen foods such as white mosquito larvae
(their favourite), brineshrimp, daphnia, krill, mysis etc. Larger specimens will very much appreciate chopped
prawns (salad shrimp). I personally tend to stay away from bloodworm, as it is a very rich food. If you do
choose to feed it, do so sparingly. You can also supplement the diet with slices of cucumber, courgette
(zucchini), or even melon, held in place with a marine ‘lettuce grip’ or weighed down with some aquatic plant
weights, which the loaches should thoroughly enjoy. When adding food to the aquarium, it is not unusual to
see some smaller loaches grabbing a piece and swimming off to a hidey-hole to eat it in peace, away from their
larger fellow loaches, which may otherwise try and steal the food from right out of their mouths!
Botia Dario: (Queen Loach) Botia Dario, also
known as the Queen Loach or Bengal Loach, tends
to vary in temperament. Acquaintances of mine
have kept this species with other fish, including
other Botia sp. without any obvious aggression.
However, I once added a shoal of thirteen of these
fish into my large Clown Loach aquarium, where
they wreaked utter havoc and nipped at the fins of
all the Clowns, even those that were huge in comparison. It took the best part of a day to catch and
re-home them, so I would advise a certain amount of caution when considering this species. They have been reported to reach up to 15 cm (6 in) in their native streams of India and Bangladesh, but most specimens I have
seen have not attained quite that size, 10-12 cm (4-5 in) is more usual. They can be a little territorial and do argue amongst themselves from time to time, but in a moderately boisterous tank containing medium sized barbs
or deep-bodied tetras etc, they should do well.
Botia histrionic: (Golden Zebra Loach)The Golden
Zebra Loach, Botia histrionica, is a stunning addition to
the community aquarium. Reaching around 13 cm (5.2
in) maximum length, it is not as widely available in the
hobby as perhaps it should be. Found in the clear
mountain streams between India and Myanmar, this
beautiful fish has a pattern of irregular black bars on a
white background.

London Aquaria Society
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An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from page 5

It is peaceful in temperament and can be kept with most other fish, with the exception of some long-finned varieties.
Botia kubotai: (Polka Dot Loach)A relatively recent discovery, Botia kubotai, sometimes known as the Polka Dot Loach,
hails from fast flowing waters in Myanmar. It is thought to reach
a maximum size of around 15 cm (6 in), and can be kept with
most community fish, although very tiny or long-finned varieties
are probably best avoided. It is a fairly peaceful species, although
squabbles do sometimes break out between individuals within the
shoal, or with other Botia sp. Of similar markings sharing the
same tank – however, no significant damage usually arises. No
two fish share exactly the same colour pattern, and these markings change as the fish mature.

Botia rostrata: (Ladder Loach) In 2004, fish taxonomist Dr. Maurice Kottelat reported that he considered
the Ladder Loach, Botia rostrata, to be a junior synonym of B. almorhae. I have included it here as it is still
exported and sold as a ‘separate’ species and is quite
widely available in the trade. Despite this development linking the two species, many people report that
these fish are actually much friendlier than B. almorhae. Juveniles sport a black twin bar (ladder like) pattern on a white-gold background, and as the fish mature, this transforms into a net-like reticulated pattern.
In the wild, this fish, which grows to 16 cm (6.25 in),
occurs in the hillstreams of India and Bangladesh. In
the home aquarium they are more likely to reach a
size of 8.5 cm (3.3 in).
Botia striata: (Zebra Loach) Probably the most
readily available of what I would term a ‘small and
peaceful species’ would undoubtedly be the Zebra
Loach (Botia striata) from India. With a maximum size
of 10 cm (4 in) it is much more suited to smaller tanks,
and will co-exist peacefully with all other species. It’s
glorious pattern of thin alternating black and white
bars is eye-catching, and lends itself perfectly to this
fish’s other common name of Candystripe Loach. I
can’t recommend this species enough!

London Aquaria Society
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An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from page 6

Yasuhikotakia

m o d e s t a:

(Blue

Botia)

Yasuhikotakia modesta (formerly Botia modesta) are
awesome blue-grey coloured fish with bright orangered fins. However, they are aggressive characters and
are not suited to the general community aquarium
environment. They can attain 25 cm (10 in) in length,
but will rarely grow to more than 18 cm (7 in) in the
home aquarium. Their adult size requires a tank at
least five feet long. This species is nocturnal, so for
best viewing purposes, employ the use of blue moon
lighting set to come on for a few hours just as the
main lights switch off. This is also the best time to ensure that they get their fair share of the food. Beware of dyed specimens, which still unfortunately enter the
trade. How anyone could think that the magnificent natural colours of this species need altering is beyond me steer clear of any shops supporting this cruel and unnecessary practice.
Yasuhikotakia morlet i: (Skunk Loach) The Skunk
Loach, Yasuhikotakia (formerly Botia) morleti is inexpensive, readily available, and stays small at around
10 cm (4 in). But, be warned! This small species can
be extremely nasty, and they are best housed in a
large tank because of their aggression level. When
kept in a confined space, they can cause much damage to other fish species. In a larger set-up, you may
be able to get away with housing a shoal of Skunks
with a group of medium-sized fast-moving barbs, for
example. This should be attempted with caution,
regularly monitoring the tank to ensure that the other inhabitants are not becoming victimised. They are a
beautiful fish with shimmering golden-brown bodies, a black mid-dorsal stripe from head to tail, and a spotted
caudal fin. Ideal tank mates would also include loaches from the Tiger Botia group, (now known as Syncrossus
sp), such as S. hymenophysa, S. helodes, and S. berdmorei. Tiger Botia grow large, some up to 25 cm (10 in),
so be sure to provide them with ample space.
Yasuhikotakia sidthimunki: (Dwarf Chain Loach) Yasuhikotakia (formerly Botia) sidthimunki is the smallest
member of the group. Known as the Dwarf Chain Loach, this fish reaches a maximum size of just 6 cm (2.5 in).
These loaches make a fascinating addition to the smaller aquarium not only because of their size, but also due
to a rather unusual habit - that of shoaling out in the open above the bottom level of the tank for many hours
of the day (unlike most other Botiine loaches). Very sadly, this fish is now critically endangered in the wild due
to the building of man made dams along the rivers of its native Thailand.
London Aquaria Society
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An Introduction To Keeping Botia
cont’d from page 7

Fish that are offered for sale these days are the result
of captive breeding projects (probably via hormone
injection) and as a result, prices can be quite high. Remember that these fish need to be kept in groups of
five or more individuals. Nevertheless, they are
charming peaceful loaches that make great additions
to the community aquarium that houses smaller species.
I do hope that I have covered some of the
more commonly found species, and given you some
insights into their quirky behaviours and needs. Once
settled, they are relatively long lived and will reward you with all the social interactions of their natural behaviours. Oh, and if you see them lying on their sides, they are most probably just having a snooze…
Original article by Emma Turner first published in Tropical World Magazine, Issue 9.
www.tropicalworldmagazine.com Adapted for Loaches Online by kind permission.

Thanks Zenin
Super-Mutant Fruit Flies on Steroids!
http://www.redwormcomposting.com/worm-bin-creatures/super-mutant-fruit-flies-on-steroids/

Shortly after finishing last months newsletter, I was lucky enough to find this article
about those pesky flies in our white worm cultures .
I recently mentioned that I’ve been having a bit of a pesky fly situation in my indoor worm bins –
which has led me to take a cautious approach with my new VB48. For the life of me I couldn’t figure out what
type of fly I had – but I knew they were something I hadn’t encountered before. For one thing, I was finding
them all over the place – including our kitty litter boxes! But, they also exhibited some weird behavior.
They reminded me of giant fruit flies (Drosophila sp., that is ) – yet they seemed to do more running
around than flying. I also couldn’t seem to trap them in my cider traps. Finally, late last week I figured out
what they are…
Scuttle Flies – A.K.A. “Humpback Flies”, “Coffin Flies” (Family Phoridae)
I’m even pretty sure I know what species I have – Megaselia scalaris. This seems to be one of the more
common/widespread varieties of Phorid flies, and the image on the Wikipedia page is spot on.
Reading the various descriptions of scuttle flies I came across helped to strengthen the concerns I already
had. For one thing, their complete lifecycle (time from eggs to adults) – while not nearly as fast as that of fruit
flies – is only around 20 days or so. This seems to be on par with fungus gnats (and we know how much fun
they can be! lol).
London Aquaria Society
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Super-Mutant Fruit Flies on Steroids!
cont’d from page 8

Probably more alarming, though, is the fact that the
larvae are more opportunistic in their feeding preferences
(than fruit flies) – being comfortable with consuming a
wide range of decomposing organic matter. In other
words, once these guys are established in composting systems, it’s likely going to be a lot more difficult to get rid of
them.
These flies can apparently be pests in mushroom growing
operations. I came across some articles mentioning attempts to control them with parasitic nematodes
(Steinernema feltiae) but the consensus seemed to be that this approach was only moderately effective, at best.
Nevertheless, that does at least give me a place to start. I placed my order for more S. feltiae on Friday
and they are scheduled to arrive tomorrow!
I’ll admit – Megaselia flies do actually have a few things going for them.
1) Like I said, they tend to “scuttle” when disturbed, rather than fly off. This, combined with their larger (than
fruit fly) size makes them an easy target for the “swat team” (yuk yuk). It also makes them FAR less annoying
than fruit flies (no clouds of them in your face when you
open your bin).
2) Their larvae and pupae are much larger, and thus easily found in your system. This makes it easier to physically remove them, and to just generally to determine
how badly infested the system is.
3) The adults are active feeders, so my hunch is that I can
come up with some sort of effective liquid trap for them.
A lot of Phorid fly adults feed on sweet liquids – so I
may try honey and/or maple syrup, molasses etc.
Megaselia adults are reported to feed on various protein-rich liquids as well, so I may try
something like a yeast suspension.
According to Wikipedia, there are
about 4000 known species of Phorid flies, including the “world’s smallest fly” (0.4 mm),
and the “ant-decapitating fly”, Pseudacteon –
which offers some promise as a biological control agent for fire ants (I can almost hear the
cheers of all you southern vermicomposters!
lol)!

London Aquaria Society
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Super-Mutant Fruit Flies on Steroids!
cont’d from page 9

My primary focus right now is on making sure my VB48 doesn’t become overrun with these guys. I
ended up stocking the bin with worms earlier than planned (will write more about that in my next VB48 update) largely due to the fact that I want my worm population to help keep the flies in check (by competing
with the larvae). Ironically, by adding the worms I also added a culture of these flies, since they had invaded
the two bins I dumped into the VB48!
Seems kinda counter-intuitive (or just plain DUMB! lol), I know, but I still think I can keep them from
getting out of hand if I let the worms go crazy in their new home right away. One of the downsides of letting
any system “age” is that it can be a prime opportunity for other critters, such as fruit flies, to become wellestablished.
Anyway, now that I KNOW what I am dealing with here, I feel a lot more mellow about the situation,
and a lot more optimistic about my chances of keeping these pesky critters under control. Worse case scenario,
the experience will at least help to educate my readership about these flies!

The Alaskan Blackfish
By: Nancy Sisinyak
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildlifenews.view_article&articles_id=207

The Alaskan Blackfish looks like an overweight bulldog with fins. A severe underbite imparts a serious
frown on this reclusive throwback to the dark ages. It would not be difficult to picture the little blackfish as a
prime player in the evolutionary segment of Disney’s Fantasia, attempting to drag itself out of the primordial
soup but not quite succeeding.
If the blackfish at one time really did attempt to exit the confines of the murky depths of our lakes, it
did not fail its task completely. The bottom dwelling Alaska Blackfish is one of the few species of fish in the
world that are able to breathe air using a modified esophagus. This trait comes in handy for the blackfish that
inhabit tundra pools and seasonal ponds which during times of low precipitation, can morph into muck puddles. As long as the black fish can wriggle down into that anoxic, smelly sludge and keep its skin from drying
out, it can gulp air until the next rain fills its pond and oxygenates its water.

London Aquaria Society
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My Favourite Fish (Any type of Fish)
Name

Month

Best in Show

Fred & Linda C.

April

Name

Month

Fred & Linda C.

April

Fred & Linda C.

April

Open Fish Jelly Bean Parrot Cichlid

Red

Jennifer McNaughton

April

Open Fish Butterfly splitfin or goodeid (Ameca splendens)

Blue

Name

Month

Fred & Linda C.

April

Jelly Bean Parrot Cichlid

Gift Certificate Sponsor

Adult Fish Competition
Characoids White Tetra (Gymnocorymbus Ternetzi)

Plant Name
Open

Rotella sp.

Pets 'n Ponds

Gift Certificate
Red

Gift Certificate
Red

The Alaskan Blackfish
cont’d from page 10

Along with the ability to “breathe” atmospheric oxygen, the blackfish can also survive in waters with
very low dissolved oxygen levels. This helps the blackfish survive winters under the ice in Interior, Northern &
Western Alaska’s lakes, ponds and sloughs. As winter drones on, the dissolved oxygen levels under the ice diminishes. Most fish at this time become inactive, conserving energy and reducing their metabolic rate. This time
of winter, just before ice-out, is critical in a fish’s life. They are just trying to survive until the ice cap pulls away
from the lake shore and allows oxygen to once again diffuse into their realm, bringing the promise of continued
life.James
The Kelly
Alaska blackfish,November
however, can
tolerate
much(Taxiphyllum
lower concentrations
the other
open
Java Moss
barbieri) of dissolved oxygen than
White
fishLinda
in the
lake.Cromb
& Fred
November open Duck Weed
If the opportunity presents itself, however, the blackfish will head to the surface for a few gulps of atmospheric
oxygen. Holes in the ice in the middle of winter are sometimes hard to come by, but this is where an unlikely,
nearly symbiotic relationship is formed between the blackfish and the muskrat. It is the fortunate blackfish that
lives in a lake with resident muskrats. Muskrats construct “pushups” which are winter stores of food above the
ice, but over a hole in the ice. Besides a place to feed, muskrats use these pushups as breathing stations. When
dissolved oxygen levels are very low in the lake, the Alaska blackfish gather at these muskrat pushups to gulp
air. Blackfish are also credited with helpT h e h a rd y Al as k a b l ac k f i sh , a s mal l
ing to keep these breathing holes open
b u t tou gh r es i d en t of In te ri o r Al a sk a
by getting together in mass and churning
w at er s . Ph ot o b y N an c y S i si n y ak .
the water beneath the holes. The movement of the water deters ice from forming, and even erodes existing ice, keeping access open to the life-saving air for
both blackfish and muskrat. In lakes
where no muskrat reside, the blackfish
may find areas of thin ice and churn the
water beneath in an attempt to open the
ice to the air.
London Aquaria Society
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Month
September
October

Fish
open
open

Categories
open fish
open fish

Loaches, Suckers, & Catfish
(e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos ...)

Class
My Favourite Fish

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs,
Danios, Sharks, Rasboras, White Clouds…,)

November

open

open fish

Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Ram….
-mouth-brooding (e.g. Guentheri, Aulonocara

December

none

none

None (due to Christmas Party)

January

open

open fish Guppys (e.g. Fancy, Trinidadian….)

February

open

open fish

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platties & Swordtails

April

open

open fish

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (Any type of Fish)

June

none

none

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish….)

Family
Novice
Egg-layer
Non-Fish
Bowl-Beautiful
Novelty Tank

Characoids (e.g. Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars….) Novice Livebearer

None (Due to Awards Night)

Pairs
-

The Alaskan Blackfish
cont’d from page 11

This ability, which contributes to the blackfish’s winter survivability, can also lead to its demise. The
blackfish is a winter subsistence fish. Though not relied upon as heavily as in days gone by, the Alaska blackfish
is still harvested by some village residents and used as food for themselves and their dogs.
Villagers harvest Alaska blackfish by drilling a hole in the ice and setting a cone-shaped trap in the hole.
When the blackfish come up for air, they cannot find their way out of the trap. Hundreds of blackfish can be
harvested in one good trap set. The blackfish can be kept alive in washtubs or simply frozen courtesy of
Mother Nature.
Within the aquaria at the Fairbanks Alaska Department of Fish and Game Information Center live a
number of Alaska blackfish. More than one Alaska Native elder visiting the information center has commented
that if you thaw a blackfish after it has been frozen it will “come back to life.” One elder collapsed into spasms
of giggles as she relayed a story from her youth. Once as a young girl she was feeding the family dogs by tossing them frozen blackfish. A few minutes later,
much to her surprise (and repulsion) one of the
dogs threw up and a thawed and very much
alive blackfish wriggled on the ground.
Debate continues as to whether the Alaska
blackfish can survive total freezing or partial
freezing, for how long and at what temperatures.
Surprisingly, there are very few studies in scientific journals that focus on the blackfish. Little is
known about their life history and physiology.
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The Alaskan Blackfish
cont’d from page 12

Given the abilities of the wood frog and the Arctic ground squirrel to survive at sub-freezing body temperatures, I
don’t doubt that the Alaska blackfish has the ability to do so. Maybe some hungry grad student may decide that
the case of the frozen blackfish is worthy of further investigation. Until then the debate will continue as to how
much of the stories are fact and how much are folk lore.
Nancy Sisinyak is the Sport Fish Information Officer for Region III and lives in Fairbanks. For more information on Alaska blackfish see the ADF&G Wildlife Notebook Series.

CHAMELEON WHIPTAILS
http://www.planetcatfish.com/cotm/cotm.php?article_id=361
Catfish of the Month January 2008 • Article © Rupert Collins, uploaded January 07, 2008,
uploaded, January 07, 2008
A New Year and a new CotM author, PlanetCatfish.com forum regular Rupert Collins introduces this substrate hugging whiptail with which he has had success both on the keeping and breeding fronts.
Sometimes known in Great Britain as the spade-head whiptails and in Germany as the flounder whiptails, the genus Pseudohemiodon comprises of seven described species and several more undescribed types. Pseudohemiodon belong to the subfamily Loricariinae along with the more familiar twig catfishes (Farlowella), royal twig catfishes (Sturisoma) and whiptail catfishes (Rineloricaria).
The taxonomic status of the marbled chameleon whiptail is unclear at present. While this type bears many similarities
(such as the dorsal stripe) to the chameleon whiptail (Pseudohemiodon apithanos), many individuals have a clearly distinct
colour/pattern. There are also significant morphological differences, with the marbled chameleon whiptail having a semicircular/rounded shape head, while the true chameleon whiptail (P. apithanos) is shown to have an angular/straight-edged,
triangular head shape (see Figures 1 & 2 below). For this reason the marbled chameleon whiptail is presented here as P. sp.
`marbled`. The marbled chameleon whiptail is likely to be a new species, but this assertion would need to be subject to further scientific scrutiny.

Figure 1: Marbled chameleon whiptail, P. sp.
`marbled` (male left, female right)
Figure 2: Chameleon whiptail, P. apithanos
P. apithanos is typically gun-metal grey/silver/
white in colour, with a thick black dorsal stripe
extending down to the rostrum. P. sp. `marbled`
is considerably variable in colour and pattern,
even among specimens from the same shipment.
P. sp. `marbled` has the same black dorsal stripe
as P. apithanos, but the stripe is frequently less
distinct, and the base colour is more of a tan/buff
with darker marbling along the "cheeks". Some
specimens are more speckled with slightly greyer colouration. Both of these Pseudohemiodon are able to change their colour quite significantly, hence the common name "chameleon whiptail".
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CHAMELEON WHIPTAILS
cont’d from page 13

Figure 3. Colour variation in P. sp. `marbled`
P. apithanos was discovered in the Rio Conejo in
Ecuador, but aquarium imports are sourced from
the Rio Itaya via exporters in Iquitos, Peru. P. sp.
`marbled` is also caught in the Rio Itaya, and
possibly also the Rio San Alejandro (the same
river as the popular Panaque sp. L204). Both fish
appear on Peruvian export lists as "loricaria chameleon".

Pseudohemiodon are not a common export, and
are only likely to be found in specialist aquatic
stores with good Peruvian or Brazilian suppliers.
They also command a high price due to their scarcity, large import size and novelty appearance. However if one can locate them they make excellent easy to care for
aquarium inhabitants, provided a few basic rules are adhered to.

Curing Driftwood for the Aquarium
http://fish-etc.com/aquascaping-main/curing-driftwood-for-an-aquarium

If you wish to add a natural elements such as driftwood to your aquarium, you need to spend some time
preparing the wood and considering how to best out its best aesthetic qualities.
Driftwood and other natural structures such as complimentary rocks and stones may make up a large
portion of your aquarium. Once you aquascaped driftwood into your aquarium and added some fish, adjustments become difficult and can cause significant stress. Sometimes a lack of forethought may end up in taking
apart the entire aquarium and starting all over. My motto is: Do it right the first time. With a bit of planning,
you can have a beautifully aquascaped aquarium with minimal effort and no disturbance at all.
I n p re pa ra ti o n: Before placing the driftwood in your aquarium, draw a rough sketch of your aquarium and
where you want to locate the driftwood. Consider how your aquarium will look with the driftwood positioned
vertically as opposed to the conventional horizontal position. Read the article on Hardscaping, which you will
find under the Aquascaping drop-down menu. It contains a lot of useful information about composition and
preparing your aquascape.
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Curing Driftwood for the Aquarium
cont’d from page 14

There, as here I emphasise: Do not be is such a hurry to begin working in your aquarium. First construct
your scape on a table, using a cardboard cutouts to represent your aquarium tank floor and back wall. This is
more hands-on than drawing your layout. It also allows you to experiment with different ideas and certainly
helps you to better visualize your aquascape without the frustration and stress the same experiment would cost
you if you worked directly in the tank. Additionally, it allows you to get everything together, tie or glue those
pieces you want to become the main element, and securing weights at the bottom of those pieces that might float
up — so that once you finalised your design, you are completely prepared.
Cleaning driftwood: Driftwood needs to be cleaned before placement. Use a clean brush to scrub the driftwood thoroughly to remove any dirt or debris. Do not use soap or any chemical cleansers. Any residue from
these products could poison your aquarium. The cleaned driftwood will then need to be soaked to saturate and
“cure.”
Curing driftwood: Though most driftwood will remain submerged underwater, some driftwood remains
slightly buoyant until it is fully saturated and “waterlogged.” Soak the driftwood in a large bucket as long as possible, making sure the entire piece is completely underwater. A minimum period of 1 to 2 weeks is recommended
to allow total saturation.
Soaking also allows excess tannins that can darken and discolour the water to leach out. The discoloration
caused by the tannins will not harm your aquarium inhabitants, but it will lower the pH slightly over time. Some
hobbyists take advantage of this feature and utilize the tannins to achieve soft water conditions preferred by many
tropical fish.
Monitor the soaking driftwood regularly to see if the water needs to be changed. As the water darkens,
empty all of the water and gently rinse the driftwood. Fill the bucket with clean dechlorinated or reverse osmosis
(RO) water and continue soaking the driftwood. As you repeat this process, you will notice that the water will
appear to cause les ‘tea-staining’. When you no longer notice any significant discolouration for several days in a
row, the driftwood is ready for placement.
Boiling driftwood: Boiling driftwood
has several benefits. Just like steeping a
tea bag in hot water, boiling driftwood in
a large stockpot will encourage more tannins to leach out faster, thereby considerably shortening the curing process.
More importantly, boiling sterilizes the
driftwood, killing algal or fungal spores
that can take hold once introduced into
the aquarium with the driftwood. Boiling
the driftwood for 1-2 hours will effectively sterilize the driftwood.
London Aquaria Society
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Curing Driftwood for the Aquarium
cont’d from page 15

Placement:

Once the driftwood has been properly prepared, it is ready for placement. It is time to play with

your design! The most convenient time to arrange your aquatic landscape is before you put any water into the
aquarium, or after you have removed some water from your existing aquarium during a water change. Since
you have experimented with your design outside of your tank, simply place the driftwood into your aquarium
just as you designed, and fill, or top up. With a bit of patience and some planning, you can create a beautiful
aquatic landscape the first time round, with minimal stress to you and your aquarium inhabitants.
Things to consider:
 When purchasing driftwood, make sure it is safe for aquarium use. Driftwood sold for reptiles may look
ideal for aquariums but it may contain chemicals harmful to fish.
 Though tempting, avoid using wood or roots found outdoors, unless it comes from a clean, natural environment. Make sure that the wood is bone dry. Often times, a piece that has not dried or cured properly may can
rot when placed in your aquarium.


Large pieces of driftwood, even thoroughly soaked, can still retain buoyancy. Therefore secure all large

pieces of driftwood to rocks with monofilament (fishing line) to anchor them.
 Plants such as Java Moss or Java Fern can be attached to driftwood to create an aged “natural look.”
Loosely secure the plants with monofilament line. The fishing line can be removed once the plants have naturally attached and grown into the driftwood.
 Even after the curing/soaking process, some driftwood may still release tannins and discolor the water. Use
chemical filter media such as Purigen or activated carbon to clarify your water.
 The “tea-stained” effect caused by driftwood simulates Amazonian “Black Water” biotopes where many
brightly colored Tetras like Neons, Cardinals, Rummynoses and Bleeding Hearts live. If your aquarium is a biotope and this is your preference, then only a short soak and scrub is necessary before adding the driftwood to
your aquarium.
2016 is a leap year when the woman is supposed to propose
marriage to the man.

February 2016

This happens once every 823 years.
This is called money bags.
So, send this to at least 5 people and
money will arrive within 4 days.

This coming February 2016, cannot come into your life
Based on Chinese Feng Shui. Send
time again because this year February has:
within 11 minutes of reading.
4 Sundays,
4 Mondays,
4 Tuesdays,
4
4
4
4
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Wednesdays,
Thursdays,
Fridays &
Saturdays.

Thanks Bobbie
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Ann Marie Towell- Candidate for second Vice President
Many years ago, a little girl wanted a fish tank. She petitioned her parents by putting a plastic fish in a
bowl and feeding it soap flakes (cleanest fish I ever had).
She got up to 10 tanks until she entered university and then took a break of a couple of years but as we
know, the “fish” bug never goes away and one aquarium turns into many more.
Now she’s no longer a little girl and runs 15 tanks and 50 or so jarred bettas. She started a cottage business as the “fishclubgirl” and joined many aquatic websites. Also, she served on the Calgary Aquarium Society as
the secretary, auction chair and vice president. She also assisted with the HAP chair, membership and treasurer.
She has also been corresponding secretary and AHAP chair for CAOAC. She is a public speaker as well as
an auctioneer. She participates in the HAP and BAP programs and she is a member of the Calgary Aquarium Society, International Betta Congress, Betta Breeders Canada, Aquatic Gardeners Association and the TransCanada
Guppy group.
She has travelled to the Florida fish farms, the Aquatic Expo, collected in North Carolina and generally
will use any excuse to visit a fish store or
aquarium. She specialises in wild bettas and
livebearers, rare plants, mollies and recently
has been getting into fancy guppies. For some
reason, she also breeds angelfish. She believes
in encouraging others to take up the hobby,
especially the children. She also believes that
we all should work together to grow this pastime that has brought her such joy and many
good friends!!
This lady is me and I want to be your
Vice-President. Vote for me or I will ship you
duckweed…

Ann Marie
C.A.O.A.C. Report
(April 2016)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Very few people were in attendance, not enough for a quorum. This
may be due to the NEC and the Edmonton auction and the fact that the
meeting date was moved for Durham's Aquariama.
Unfortunately, there were not very many committee chairs in attendance, therefore, there are very few
reports.
The chairs not in attendance are as follows. AHD, Archivist, FAAS, Fishbreeders, Fish Rescue, Futures (no
chair), Judges, Open Show, Programs.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Report
(April, 2016)
Awards: Preparing certificates for the convention and getting ready for next year.
Binder/Guidelines: Nothing to report.
Membership: Nothing to report.
Newsletter: Nothing to report.
Steering: Not in attendance. Barry has dropped out as steering chair due to conflict of interest (nominated for
an executive position). Peter DeSousa is taking over to assist with this years election. The only position on the
executive that have more than one person running is second vice-president. We have two people running for
the position, Frank Moreau and Ann Marie Towel. All of the other positions were filled by acclamation. (not
contested) Voting takes place at the AGNM at the convention on the May long weekend.
Ways & Means: Annette has asked to purchase a kettle to make tea or other hot drinks, as well as coffee. The
month started with $201.00 (-$46.60 was used at the Awards meeting) purchases – $11.45 donations + $10.25
for the raffle + $15.00 for the 50/50 draw + $10.00 won by Ron Bishop). Thanks again to Ed Bosker for a very
tasty soup. For so few people in attendance, there wasn't much of it left. This leaves an ending total of
$224.80.
Annette will use some of this money to buy snacks for the hospitality suite at the convention in May.

CLUB REPORTS
Not many clubs were in attendance. Some of the clubs did send in reports, some clubs, such as ours, have
not had their meeting yet this month. If the club was in attendance, then it will be noted. The following clubs
were not in attendance, Calgary, Chatham-Kent, Durham, Edmonton, Kitchener, Ottawa, Peel, Saskatoon,
St .Catherine's and Windsor.
Barrie: Was skyped in. They have 24 members and they had their first auction on April 3, 2016. It was
attended by 100 people and was a success. They had 600 items, including many donations. Plans are in motion
to do it all over again next year at the same venue on Sunday, April 2, 2017.
Betta Breeders: Are preparing for their show at the convention.
Hamilton: Had a guest attend and a report was sent. Their next talk is on aquascaping and they have an
auction on October, 1, 2016.
London: We have our meeting this Tuesday, April 12. Ron and Annette were going to do a talk on collecting
live food and they were going to bring in some minnows that they were going to collect from the Thames
River. Unfortunately, the weather has not co-operated. They will instead be doing a talk on live food collecting,
and the axolotls that they are keeping and breeding. This will be their first time using a computer to do a talk.
Let's hope it goes well.
Sarnia: Was not in attendance but a report was sent. March was “it's so Koi”. Plans are in motion for a summer
field trip. Their auction is on Saturday, April 16, 2016 starting at 11:00 a.m. Zenin is going to do a talk on
loaches and they will be voting on the updated constitution and anti-bullying policy.
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We are still looking for sponsors for the show classes as
well as sponsors for speakers. Only two speakers are left to sponsor. (Karen Randall, and Leslie Dick)
We will be making a draw for the winner of the painting
for the early room booking and also for the free convention
ticket, at our April meeting.
We did draw number 8 in Barrie for a free convention
ticket which was won by Bob Wright.
Grant Crossman of the Canadian Pet Expo, that was held
on the Easter long weekend, has donated a tank set up to be raffled off at the convention.
The Paypal account that has been used to receive payment
for convention tickets etc, will be turned over to the London
Aquaria Society, closer to the date of the convention.

The Tropical
Fish Room

Store Hours
As of April 1st., the full convention ticket price went up to
$90.00 from $85.00. If you haven't purchased your ticket yet, Monday - Friday….11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
please do so soon, so that we can make arrangements for food.
Saturday ……...…...11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Dinner tickets must be paid for by May 1, 2016.
Sunday……………..12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule a
pickup in Guelph.
Quality Aquarium Supplies

AngelFins

http://angelfins.ca/

245 Southgate Dr. Unit #3 Guelph, Ontario
Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.

Great Job Leanne
London Aquaria Society

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may
be reprinted provided full credit is given to the Author,
the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears,
is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas & Saskatoon, London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Sat: 10am-6pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm Sun: 10am-5pm
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Friday

Sunday:
10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

London Aquaria Society
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www.bigalscanada.com/stores/locations/London/london.html
COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members

(except sale items)
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Show Classes
2016 Convention
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Cichlids: Discus
Cichlids: Angels
Dwarf Cichlids (New World) Adult size under 4”
Large Cichlids (New World) Adult size over 4”
Old World Mouthbrooding Cichlids
Old World Cichlids (AOV)
Catfish: Corydoras & Brochis
Suckermouth Catfish
Any Other Variety Catfish
Sharks, Barbs & Danios
Loaches
Characins
Rainbows
Koi & Goldfish
Male Betta splendens (All tail types)
Betta splendens, Female
Anabantids—Any Other Variety
Livebearer—Swordtail
Livebearer—Platy

Best In Show

Best Egglayer

Best Liverbearer

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Livebearer—Guppy Male
Livebearer—Guppy Female
Livebearer—Any Other Variety (AOV)
Any Other Variety (AOV)
Matched Trios (Male or Female) (Check Rule *24)
Family Livebearer
Family Egglayer
Plants
Open Junior
Aquarium Beautiful
Photography
Novelty Display
Killifish (Aphyosemion)
Killifish (Fundulopanchax)
Killifish (AOV)
Guppies (Male Delta)
Guppies (Female Delta)
Guppies Pairs (Delta)
Guppy Swordtails (Double, Upper & Lower)
Guppy (Any Other Style)

High Aggregate Best Killi

Best Guppy

Show Rules
(60th Anniversary)
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 8:00 A.M. AND ENDS AT 10:00 A.M.
SHOW ROOM WILL CLOSE AT 10:30 A.M. SHARP. JUDGING WILL START AT
APPROXIMATELY 12:30 P.M.
1. This is an open show. Non-members are welcome to participate.
2. Registration fees will be $1.00 per entry. No limit on number of entries.
3. No entry may be entered in more than one class. It is the responsibility of the entrant to ensure that
their fish are entered in the correct class. The Show Chairperson may assist if requested.
4. Bring your own air pumps, extension cords, power bars, airlines and airstones .
5. Entrants will supply their own tanks, airlines, airstones and 3 way valves. There will be no
open airlines. (Airstones will be available at a price of 50 cents. )
6. Tanks must be covered with a rigid material (glass, plexi-glass or egg grating. Cling wrap is acceptable
for plant categories and must be removable for judging purposes.
7. While all possible provisions will be made to ensure the well being of the entries, the London Aquaria
Society accepts no responsibility for loss or damage during the show.
8. Judging comes under the jurisdiction of the Canadian Association of Aquarium Clubs (C.A.O.A.C.).
Judging will be by certified C.A.O.A.C. Judges or other qualified persons whose decision are final and
binding. Appeals will not be accepted the day of the show.

-29. If in the opinion of the Judges, the entries in a class do not meet Show Standards, a “No Contest” may
be declared. If there are one or two entries that are satisfactory, then any combination of 1st., 2nd., or
3rd. may be awarded.
10. In cases of dispute, the Show Chairperson’s decision will be final and binding.
11. The Open Junior class is for entrants less than 16 years old on the day of the show. Junior entries in adult
classes are eligible for the C.A.O.A.C. Junior Award. However, it must be noted on their entry form that they
are a Junior.
12. Inform the Show Chairperson at least one week prior to the event if an over sized tank is to be used. Tanks
over ten gallons are considered oversized.
13. Entries displaying any disease or deformity will be disqualified.
14. All fish must be contained humanely, at the Show Chairman’s discretion.
15. No snails, ornaments or other items may be present in the tank, except for airline and airstone. Tank
dividers may be used only in family classes. Heaters will be allowed in the tanks but must be removed by the
start of judging by 12:30 p.m. and can be replaced when judging is done. Heater removal done by the
entrants only.
16. Family Class: Entry will consist of one spawning pair and at least six (6) young from that pair, not more than
three (3) months of age and bred by the entrant. They will be judged on condition and size of parents and
young. Difficulty of spawning and raising will also be taken into consideration. Tank dividers may be used.
17. All entries are under the jurisdiction of the Show Chairperson until tear down and must remain in the show
room until after the awards have been presented, unless authorized by the Show Chairman.
18. Any Judge or their immediate family may not enter in the Show. Any Apprentice Judge or their immediate
family may not enter in any of the classes being judged by the Apprentice.
19. Plants may be shown in pots or shown with exposed roots, weighted down, for judging purposes. If
separated, more than one plant entry may be kept in one tank.
20. With the exception of the Family Class, there is a limit of one fish per tank.
21. Novelty Class: No restrictions what-so-ever, except that the display must contain at least one live, healthy
fish, kept in humane conditions. Judging will be on theme and originality of setup, decorating and the
condition of the fish.
22. Male Betta splendens are to be shown in Class 15. Female Betta splendens are to be shown in Class 16. All
other Betta species are shown in Class 17. Anabantids (Any Other Variety)
23. PLEASE, MAKE SURE THAT YOU FILL OUT YOUR FORMS SO THAT THEY ARE READABLE.
24. A Matched Trio will be an Open Class. Males or females or 3 matched fish in a tank size of (10 gallons maximum). Fish will be judged the same as a single fish in the Show and how they resemble each other.
Fish that are shown in the Show can go into the Auction but the Auction Form must show a green dot
on the Show Tag, which is clearly readable.
The L.A.S. will supply the tags.
For further information, please contact Nancy Egelton, Show Chairperson of the Convention at:
naneggy2@hotmail.com

