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Heiko Bleher reports on an environmental disaster in the Amazon region that he
says is far worse than we have been led to
believe.
The latest news on the BBC and in
other media shows dramatic pictures and
videos of the greatest Amazon River disaster
in history – not just since 1963, as mentioned
in some reports.
There are millions of freshwater fish
dead – probably billions. Just a few years
back I watched over two billion catfishes, members of all 10 known Amazon catfish families, during a
spawning migration in the Tefé region, on a river stretch of less than 25km, which is dried up now.
This year's disaster sees hundreds of thousands of native people sitting on dry land, without
access to drinking water and no fish to eat. Over 20 million people in the Brazilian Amazon depend
on this protein. They can hardly move with their canoes. Almost every major boat is sitting on dry
land – some have spent over two months on the river ground as the largest tributaries like the Madeira, Purus, and Juruá are nearly dry.
At the lower Rio Negro, the largest freshwater river in the world, one can walk across it. The
thousands of recreios, the only transport method to move people and supplies to the most remote
areas, are sitting on dry land.
Almost every village in the Amazon, except those on the central Amazon-bed, are cut off from
the outside world. Ornamental fish collectors can hardly find fishes as most have disappeared or are
dying of weakness, due to a lack of food. This, and the tremendous oxygen depletion, will kill most
of the remaining ones if no rain comes within the next few days – and this should have started already.
cont’d on page 4
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President’s Message
CAOAC Convention
The convention will soon be here and a great line-up of speakers and activities are planned for all to enjoy. The CAOAC Executive has worked very hard to put together a week-end that we won’t forget. I am
looking forward to seeing old friends and making new friends this coming convention. So if you haven’t got
your tickets yet, get them soon and get on board for a lot of fun. Also don’t forget to come to the auction
on Sunday again more great deals. A great way to spend a long week-end.
We had a great auction on the first Sunday in May and there were lots of deals. Thank you to all the
helpers from the front door to the back. It is a great big job and with many hands the job goes great. I hope
you all had a chance to get in on a few bargains. Once again thank you to all.
The guest speaker for April’s meeting was Ken Boorman, who did a talk on Rainbows and Blue eyes
from Australia, he has done other talks on this subject for our club before. As always, he had some great
pictures to show us. We enjoyed the presentation and now have a craving for some more fish for our already crowded fish room.
The collecting bug hit home with Annette and the first natural pond she saw, she collected a massive
amount of daphnia. Later on in the week we found a pond with lots of fairy shrimp and mosquito larvae. I
hope this doesn’t mean we’re going to get eaten alive this year. The fish all enjoyed their suppers each time
we went out and we got lots of fresh air which was great for both of us..
We had a great showing of London members at the Sarnia Auction, we picked up a lot of good deals
and representation from our club. The next time you are in Sarnia and you are hungry for Fish and Chips go
to the Wharf Fish and Chips on 581 Murphy Road. We had a fantastic lunch, the staff was amazing and we
filled up quite well. We will return.
Elections coming up in June so if you are interested in getting on the Executive, put your name forward. We have a few people stepping down so we have some open spots and fresh blood is always welcome, so if you want to run for any position, they are all open and can be voted on. All new people are
always a wonderful addition to helping run this club. A special thanks to all that were on the board this past
year, you all did first class job.
For May, we will have Ernest Biktimirov speak on Different Collecting Methods of related items to the
aquarium hobby. I hope you find this presentation very interesting
The fish show for May will be My Favorite Fish and the
Open Class for Plants and fish Pairs. The auction will be there as
usual.

Here comes the May 24th weekend
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society
London Aquaria Society
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The greatest Amazon River
disaster in history
cont’d from front page

A picture from Manaus, taken when PFK visited in 2003, before the waters receded. Billions of fish
larvae hatching at this time will die and many species could become extinct, including some we will never
know about.
As an example of what we are losing: only during the last 10 years 687 new fish species have been discovered and described in the Amazon basin (73 Gymnotiformes, 70 Trichomicteridae, 260 Characidae, 174
Loricariidae, 26 Callichthyidae, 23 Pimelodidae, 15 Doradidae, 11 Auchenipteridae, 15 Hepapteridae and
20 Cetopsidae) not even WWF has registered these fish numbers on their latest Amazon report.
How many are we losing among those millions, possibly billions, of dead fish we have been shown?
How much of the biodiversity?
Why are we having this unbelievable disaster, this dryness? The media claims El Nino, CO2, the
continuous deforestation in the Amazon and other regions. The fact is that global warming has, from what
I have seen during the last decade while doing research in aquatic habitats around the globe, increased by
at least tenfold and I think that global warming is 100 times worse than what we are told.
And it's not just the Amazon River…I just came back from India doing research in 50 larger lakes in the
Northwest – not a single one of these had one drop of water - but on today's Google satellite maps they
do (the photographs date from 2003, I found out...)
China's gigantic Yellow River has lost over 30% of its water level in the last 10 years. The high plateau of Tibet, and The Pamirs, the Top of the World is turning into desert land, as has already happened
in Central Asia, where the fourth largest freshwater lake on earth, the Aral with 148 extinct fish species, has
dried up completely.
The largest freshwater lake of West Africa, Lac Faguibine with 60 endemic species, became history including its 40 Cichlidae species that no one
ever saw alive. From 10 rivers I recently researched in Angola only three had water, the
others long dry. The centre of Australia has never
been as dry since records began; the Sahara is
moving nearly 50 km south yearly; the Gobi and
Karakum deserts are expanding as never before.
Should I go on? I visited all these places (and
many more) during the last four decades and all
had plenty of water with freshwater species living in them.

London Aquaria Society
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The greatest Amazon River disaster in history
cont’d from page 4

Where will it end? While Ahmed Djoghlaf, the Executive Secretary on the Convention on Biological Diversity, gave a historical talk on November 1, 2010 - on the occasion of the 65th Session of the United Nations General Assembly - saying that Nagoya (where the convention took place) entered in history as the
birthplace of a new era of living in harmony with nature, the Amazon is being erased faster than ever before.
I drove just recently 2500 km through Mato Grosso, seeing only soya from horizon to horizon when I had crossed it during my childhood with my mother, it was full of rivers and creeks and the thickest primary rainforest on earth.
In addition, Brazil's outgoing President gave the green light for 100 hydroelectric dams to be build
in Amazonia – Belo Monte on the Xingu is the only one mentioned in the media.
Is this the harmony with nature we are looking for? Besides that, once all is gone these hydroelectric
dams will stop functioning - like the Balbina
dam near Manaus, the biggest and first environmental disaster in Amazonia, because after they
had destroyed an area in the size of Luxemburg,
there was no more water...
With all of these facts, can there be still
anyone still asking why we are having this environmental disaster in the Amazon? I hope that
Man wakes up before it is really too late...Breed
your aquarium fish and take care of them!

Thanks Jack
Mystery deaths of 150 tuna at aquarium in Japan
www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/ submitted by: Laurel & Bob Steele, London Aquaria Society, April, 2015
Staff at a public aquarium in Tokyo are baffled by the deaths of over 150 fish in one of its display
tanks. The aquarium at Tokyo Sea Life Park has just one surviving fish — a bluefin tuna — left in the giant
30m/98ft Voyagers of the Pacific exhibit that up until December last year held almost 160 fish: bluefin
tuna, mackerel tuna and striped bonito.
Staff are unable to find out why the population in the tank has suddenly crashed. Only 30 fish were
left alive by the middle of January and earlier this week the body of one of the two remaining fish was
removed.

London Aquaria Society
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Mystery deaths of 150 tuna at aquarium in Japan
cont’d from page 5

Investigation is under way, looking at a range of possibilities including lighting, noise and vibration levels, nutrition, and
toxins. Computers to monitor both the water and the fish found
Copyright © tomohisa suna, Creative
no abnormalities.
Commons. Picture shows the once thriving
"An earlier examination has found some sort of vituna exhibit at Tokyo Sea Life Park.
rus among some of the dead fish, but it wasn’t the kind that is
usually fatal in fish farms," a spokesman told AFP.
"We are studying what caused the fish deaths, but we haven’t figured it out yet. We suspect that it
could be due to new factors that were not present before."
Tokyo Sea Life Park opened more than two decades ago and began a breeding program for bluefin tuna to

Thanks Bob & Laurel

help save the species.

Raising Vinegar Eels
http://www.aquaticcommunity.com/fishfood/raisingvinegareels.php

Vinegar eels are a great source of food for small fry and can also be used as food for really small adult
fish. Since Vinegar eels are so easy to cultivate at home, you can always have a culture going in case your
fish decides to spawn. Feeding fry live food instead of powdered flake food or similar increases the survival
rate for most species and will also aid rapid growth and development. Live food is less likely to foul the water, since live creatures will stay alive until consumed instead of starting to decompose. During periods that
you have no fry to feed, your adult food will most likely gulp down any excess vinegar eels, especially if
you keep fairly small fish species.


Get a glass container to raise the vinegar eels in, e.g. an empty food container. The container should
have a tight fitting lid to avoid insects from entering the culture.



You need to obtain a vinegar eel starter culture from a fish store or your local fish club.
 Vinegar eels are called vinegar eels since they can be
raised in vinegar. Mix one part apple cider vinegar with
one part aged tap water. (If the tap water in your area is
really hard, use 40% aged tap water and 60% apple cider vinegar.) Avoid using vinegar that has been distilled.
If you want to, you can also add a small piece of apple to
provide extra nourishment.
Add the vinegar eel culture and place the container
at room temperature, out of direct sunlight.

London Aquaria Society
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Raising Vinegar Eels
cont’d from page 6

 After 2-3 weeks there will enough vinegar eels in the container to start harvesting them.
 Pour 2/3 of the vinegar-water with the eels through a coffee filter into an empty jar. The adult vinegar eels will be
trapped by the coffee filter and can be poured into another jar
filled with aged water, before being fed to your fry. The water that was poured through the coffee filter
still contains juvenile vinegar eels that should be returned to the old culture. (Don’t forget to add more
water and vinegar to the old culture if necessary.) You can also use them to start up new culture in other
jars.

The Nutritional Needs
of Freshwater Fish
Written by: Katherine Barrington
http://www.ratemyfishtank.com/articles/173

The key to keeping your aquarium fish healthy
is to offer them a well-balanced diet that meets their
nutritional needs.
Aquarium fish are just like any other living
thing – they require a healthy, balanced diet in order
to thrive. Many aquarium hobbyists make the mistake of assuming that a commercial flake food will
provide their fish with all the nutrients they need. While these commercial foods are formulated to meet the
basic needs of aquarium fish, they should not the sole source of nutrition for your fish. Depending on the
type of fish you have in your tank, you may need to supplement their diets with live, frozen or freeze-dried
foods to provide them with extra protein and to fill in the nutritional gaps left by commercial flake foods. If
you want your aquarium fish to thrive and to be as healthy as they can be, take the time to learn about the
nutritional needs of your freshwater aquarium fish.
Basics of Fish Nutrition: In order to maintain healthy bodily function, the basic nutritional needs of your
aquarium fish must be met. Like all living things, aquarium fish require protein, carbohydrates, lipids, vitamins and minerals as part of their daily diet. Though all aquarium fish require these nutrients, the amount or
proportion may vary according to the size and species of your fish. Carnivorous species of fish like betta fish
and Oscars, for example, will require a much higher protein content than would an herbivorous species like
the Plectostomus.
London Aquaria Society
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The Nutritional Needs of Freshwater Fish
cont’d from page 7

In order to formulate a healthy diet for the fish in your tank, you need to know what type of diet those
fish prefer. If you have a tank full of herbivorous species of fish and only offer them meat-based live and
frozen foods, your fish will fail to thrive and they may even become malnourished. To avoid this, you
should come up with a balanced feeding routine to make sure that the nutritional needs of all the fish in
your tank are met.
Making a Balanced Diet: If you have multiple species of fish in your tank it can be a challenge to create a
balanced diet that will satisfy the nutritional needs of all your fish. The key is to start with a healthy staple
diet and to supplement that diet with live, frozen and freeze-dried foods as well as supplementary sources
of vegetable matter. To create a healthy staple diet, select a high-quality commercial product – a flake food
or pellet that will appeal to all of the fish in your tank. Look for commercial formulas that are designed for
the type of fish you have in your tank. If you visit the aquarium aisle at your local pet store you will find a
variety of commercial foods specially formulated for goldfish, Oscars, cichlids, tropical fish and more. Once
you have settled on a commercial formula to use as your staple diet you can consider what type of supplementary foods you will offer your fish.
A supplementary diet for aquarium fish should consist of live foods, frozen and freeze-dried foods as
well as healthy sources of vegetable matter such as algae flakes or fresh vegetables. You will need to structure the supplementary diet of your aquarium fish to the particular species – for carnivorous species, focus
mainly on meat-based foods and, for herbivores, offer plenty of algae wafers and fresh veggies. In order to
meet the nutritional needs of your aquarium fish it is important to incorporate a variety of foods. Different
live, frozen and freeze-dried foods will provide your fish with different nutrients so you should vary your
routine to ensure balance. Brine shrimp, for example, are a great source of protein while white worms will
provide your fish with healthy lipids. For herbivores, all vegetables will provide your fish with fiber but you
may still want to vary your routine so your fish do not become bored.
Tips for Feeding Fish: While the type of food you choose to feed your aquarium fish will have the greatest
impact on their health, the amount you feed is also incredibly important. It is important for your to give
your fish enough food to satisfy their nutritional requirements but you should not feed them too much because this could lead to additional health problems. Some species like betta fish are especially prone to developing intestinal blockages due to overfeeding so you want to be sure you do not feed your fish more
than they need. As a rule, try to offer your fish small meals twice a day – only give them as much as they
can consume within 3 to 5 minutes so you do not end up with excess food build-up on the bottom of your
tank. When offering your fish sinking wafers or pellets, remove the uneaten portions of the wafer or pellet
from the tank after one hour so it does not dissolve and affect your water quality. If you stick to these simple guidelines for feeding your fish, you should have no trouble achieving a healthy, balanced diet that
meets their nutritional needs.
London Aquaria Society
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A Panda of a Different Nature
(Full Article)
Author: Stan Sung
http://www.tfhmagazine.com/freshwater/feature-articles/a-panda-ofa-different-nature-full-article.htm

Our fervent traveler visits a remote, mountainous region in China to collect its precious and exclusive treasure, the
panda loach.
The giant pandas are natural treasures that hail from the
emerald forests of China. A gem of a fish that shares the same name also comes from this vast and legendary
land: the panda loach Protomyzon pachychilus.This species has only recently been imported for the aquarium trade. The striking, velvety black bands and snow-white body of young P. pachychilus resemble the
iconic coloration and patterning of China’s beloved giant panda.
Natural Habitat: We took a rocking, rolling 10-hour ride through the night on an unlicensed bus to reach
the location of P. pachychilus. These unlicensed buses have makeshift beds—unbolted wire frames with mattresses set haphazardly along the floor of the bus. The treacherous mountain roads made this a long ride
through the darkness of night.
The bus reached Guangxi Province at daybreak, and from a remote village we took a several-hourlong hike to reach the first of three streams where the panda loach has thus far been collected. At the end of
the dirt road (at an altitude of approximately 3000 feet) is a running creek that meanders through rocks and
brush. Small waterfalls interspersed with slack-water pools punctuate the watercourse.
Juvenile panda loaches are easily spotted with their bold patterns as they perch on submersed rocks in the
crystalline water. These loaches are not shy in nature or the aquarium. Young P. pachychilus are solitary in
their natural habitat. Curiously, adults are often found in small, communal groups of five to seven individuals.
The pH of the water is 7.2 while the hardness is undetectable. This means that freshly collected wild
fish need to be kept in very soft water and carefully acclimated over a period of several weeks through regular water changes to local water conditions.
Owning Rare Fishes: It is imperative that any hobbyist fortunate enough to come across panda loaches for
sale purchase them with the goal of reproducing them. These black and white beauties have only been collected in two or possibly three streams in nature, and one of these streams contains a population that may
not be P. pachychilus.Specimens in this stream show considerable differences in color pattern. Instead of the
bold black and white banding of the juvenile pandas, these individuals from the third stream exhibit a pattern of two dark bands running longitudinally along the length of the body (as in the fully mature standard
panda loach ). In between these two dark bands are several thin bands that create a pattern of a ladder
placed on its side.
London Aquaria Society
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A Panda of a Different Nature
cont’d from page 9

The patterning is quite similar to the dwarf chain loach Yasuhikotakia sidthimunki. Besides the obvious color and pattern differences, this variety (or species) is, for all other purposes in habits and behavior,
the same as the standard panda loach.
While on the subject of patterns, it should be noted that the coloration of P. pachychilus changes as these
fish mature. The four black bar-like patches of the young fish will break up into several much thinner bars.
Additionally, a set of two or three dark lines will run the length of the fish horizontally.
Because of the limited habitat, P. pachychilus is a species vulnerable to over-collection or habitat degradation/alteration. Collections at this remote site are few and far between, and at any time these fish could be
protected and unavailable for the aquarium trade. Their native habitat is not inside a national park, and this
species could have a perilous future.
To my knowledge, the panda loach has not been bred at this time in captivity. Many species of hillstream loaches have been successfully reproduced and raised in aquaria. It is most important to place a small
group of these fish in the proper conditions to encourage spawning behavior.
Aquarium Care: Panda loaches that appear in the aquarium trade at the time of this writing are undoubtedly wild-caught specimens that have been adapted to standard tap water. The little panda loaches appear
to be quite content in any type of water as long as extremes are avoided. What they do require is current
and oxygen-rich conditions. A regimen of regular water changes should be performed.
I have two powerful, submersible power filters that return water at the aquarium surface. These return jets aerate and circulate the water in their habitat, much like the pull of the stream in their natural environment. I also have a couple of airstones in their tank to ensure that the water is thoroughly saturated with
oxygen.
Smooth river rocks should be placed in their accommodations. It is not only fun to see the little pandas perch and play among the rocks, but you will observe them rasping algae off of the smooth surface of
the river stones.
Panda loaches are a joy to keep.
Unlike many of their cousins, these tiny jewels show no fear and are not inclined to hide
at all. They may retire to a shelter but as soon
as food is offered, they come right out. P.
pachychilus are not offensive toward each
other or other species. Sometimes they will
chase each other, usually at feeding time, but
these harmless squabbles never end in injury
or true aggression.
London Aquaria Society
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A Panda of a Different Nature
cont’d from page 10

Their environmental temperature varies drastically in nature. They can withstand temperatures between 50° and 80°F. For standard maintenance, room-temperature water suits them wonderfully. The serious
hobbyist intent on breeding them may want to experiment by adjusting the aquarium temperature and photoperiod seasonally.
Due to their diminutive size (2¼ inches at maturity) and peaceful nature, pandas do not need overly
large accommodations. An aquarium of 20 gallons should be sufficient for a colony of these loaches. No matter what size the aquarium, be especially careful to maintain high water quality.
Diet: Panda loaches appear to be almost exclusively herbivorous. Their main diet can be sinking algae wafers. I will also offer mine crumbled flake food and scalded lettuce or spring greens. There is some evidence
that feeding primarily meaty foods can be linked to losses in captivity. P. pachychilus are greedy feeders. Due
to their active nature and small size, it is best if they are fed twice daily.
A Panda for Your Home: It is with great hope that this exciting and new import is here to stay. These little
beauties will look fantastic in small, planted aquariums with
other nano fishes such as galaxy rasboras and white clouds
Tanichthys spp. It isof utmost importance that this fish is captive bred and that any captive breeding events be published.
Other hillstream loaches have been bred in aquaria, and
there really is no reason that we could not expect the same
from the panda loach. Most of these fishes will live and
breed in a colony—and who wouldn’t want a colony of
these striking, black and white loaches from the misty, verdant highlands of China?

The Stickleback
Alternate title: Gasterosteidae
Written by: Amanda Vincent

Stickleback, any of about eight species of fishes in five genera of
the family Gasterosteidae (order Gasterosteiformes) found in fresh,
brackish, and marine waters in temperate regions of the Northern
Hemisphere as far north as the Arctic Ocean. Sticklebacks are small,
elongated fishes that reach a maximum length of about 18 cm (7 inches). The members of the family are characterized by a row of 2 to 16 spines on the back, which are positioned in front of a soft-rayed dorsal fin.
They also possess a sharp spine in each of the pelvic fins, a slender caudal peduncle (tail base), a squared tail,
large eyes, and an upturned mouth. The scaleless skin is generally protected by a variable number of hard,
thin, bony plates on the sides of the body.
London Aquaria Society
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Monthly Show Results
Name
Charlotte & Barry
Charlotte & Barry

Month
April
April

Name

Fish Name
Upside Down Catfish (Synodontis nigriventris)
Guppy, male, red-tail (Poecilia reticulata)

Month

Adult Fish Competition

Gift Certificate Sponsor
Southwestern Pet
Pet Paradise
Ribbon

open Upside Down Catfish (Synodontis nigriventris)
Red
Novice Livebearer Guppy, male, red-tail (Poecilia reticulata)
Red
Nancy Egelton
January Guppys Guppy, female (Poecilia reticulata)
White 4 11
Name
Month
Plant Name
Ribbon
Nancy Egelton
January Guppys Red Grass Guppy, male (Poecilia reticulata)
1 12
Leanne Shore
January
open moss ball (Aegagropila linnaei)
Red
Leanne Shore
January Guppys Japan blue wild-type Guppy, male (Poecilia reticulata)
1 11
The
Stickleback
Leanne Shore
January Guppys Pingu pink Guppy, male (Poecilia reticulata)
1 12
cont’d from page 11
Blake Gowenlock
January Guppys Moscow Guppy (Poecilia reticulata)
1 3
Sticklebacks are noted
their highly
ritualized
reproductive
behaviour.
Bob Steele
JanuaryforGuppys
Red-tailed
Guppy,
male (Poecilia
reticulata)Breeding usually takes 1place
53
in spring,
the maleopen
becomes
suffused
with colour.
Depending
on the species, his colour
ranges
Bob
Steele at which timeJanuary
Pygmaeus
Corydora
(Corydoras
pygmaeus)
Red 10
63
fromSteele
red to yellow-orange
to black.
Bob
January
non-fish Blue Lobster/Crayfish (Cherax quadricarinatus)
Red 10 73
Charlotte & Barry
Charlotte & Barry

April
April

After building a nest of plant materials glued together by threadlike, mucous secretions from his kidneys, the male coaxes and drives a female into the nest to lay her eggs. He then follows her into the nest to
fertilize the eggs. More than one female may be chosen, and each female may lay up to 200 eggs. When
Blake
Gowenlock
November
open
Cryptocoryne
sp. by fanning the eggs with his pectoral fins,
Blue
the nest
is full, the male
becomes its
guard
and caretaker;
he aerJames
Kelly until they hatch,
November
open
Java Moss
(Taxiphyllum
barbieri)
ates them
and he
aggressively
defends
the eggs
and any young from intruders.White
Parental
Linda
Fred Cromb
November
Duckstickleback
Weed
care is&given
by the males
in all butopen
the white
(Gasterosteus species).
Several stickleback species are familiar and abundant fishes. The three-spined stickleback
(Gasterosteus aculeatus) is widespread in the Northern Hemisphere in fresh and salt water. It is 5 to 10 cm
(2 to 4 inches) long and has three dorsal spines. The nine-spined stickleback (Pungitius pungitius), a species
that is similar in size to G. aculeatus but has
more dorsal spines, is another widely distributed form found in the Northern Hemisphere.
Other stickleback species include the brook
stickleback (Culaea inconstans), an inhabitant
of North American fresh waters; the fourspined stickleback (Apeltes quadracus), a species
found in marine and freshwater environments
of North America; and the sea, or 15-spined,
stickleback (Spinachia spinachia), a species
found off the coasts of the British Isles and
northwestern Europe.
London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant
Aquatic
Category Animals

Fish Categories

Class

September

open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open

open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

November

open

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

January

open

open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

none

None - Due to Christmas Party

My Favourite Fish

Family
Novice
Egg-layer
Non-Fish
Bowl Beautiful
Novelty Tank
Novice Livebearer
Pairs

None due to Awards Night

-

Jewel Cichlid
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewel_cichlid

Hemichromis is a genus of fishes from the cichlid family, known in the aquarium trade as Jewel Cichlids.
Jewel cichlids are native to Africa. Within West Africa, Hemichromis species are found in creeks, streams,
rivers and lakes with a variety of water qualities including brackish water lagoons.[1][2]
Maximum size reported for the different species of Hemichromis ranges from around 8 to 30 centimetres
(3.1 to 11.8 in) total length.[1][3] Maximum sizes in aquaria tend to be slightly smaller than in the wild,
Hemichromis bimaculatus for example occasionally reaching 20 centimetres (7.9 in) in the wild but in home
aquaria seldom more than 15 centimetres (5.9 in).[1]
Many Hemichromis species are
brightly coloured, though brighter
body colouration is generally evident
during breeding. Sexual dimorphism is
limited, though male jewel cichlids
are typically more brightly coloured
and in some species have more
pointed anal, ventral and dorsal fins.
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Jewel Cichlid
cont’d from page 13

In some species, such as Hemichromis cristatus, the females can have coloring as bright as the males.
Like most cichlids, jewel cichlids have highly developed brood care. Hemichromis species typically form monogamous breeding pairs and the female spawns on a flat surface such as a leaf or stone. Both parents guard
the eggs, and participate in fry raising.
Jewel cichlids can be attuned to community tanks. When introduced to a well-established community
tank, the aggressiveness of the cichlid is toned down because of the lack of space that can be occupied territorially. Beware though, the Jewel cichlid can be a nasty fin nipper if you don't keep it well fed. This comes
from its instinct to feed on other fish in the
wild, when food is scarcely available.
Aquarium care:
Jewel cichlids are neither
suited to beginners, nor the usual community
tank. Several young specimens may be kept
in a spacious aquarium, with stones and
wood for cover until a pair forms prior to
breeding. Their innate aggression makes
them good candidates for keeping in a
monospecies aquarium.
Jewel cichlids are omnivorous and will eat
both live foods and fish flakes.

Me & Mom
London Aquaria Society
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CAOAC Report
April 19, 2015
COMMITTEES
AHD:

No report.

ARCHIVIST: Barry brought pictures and slides as well as the new
CAOAC banner from Paul to be used at the May convention. Ann will
look into how much it will cost to have the best pictures put onto a CD. Everything will be returned
to Paul after the convention.
Ann will also speak to Zenin about putting current pictures on a disc for the future as well.
AWARDS: No report. Certificates are printed and the plaques are being done.
BINDER/GUIDELINES: No report.
CORRESPONDENCE: Ann Marie was unable to be at the meeting but Ron and Ann discussed some
of the emails that they have been receiving of late. Ron will be contacting the senders and letting
them know what the Executive decided about their ideas.
FAAS: No report, no meeting.
FISH BREEDERS: 3, “first in” certificates were printed and signed. First in means they were the first
person involved with CAOAC to successfully breed a species of fish and do the paperwork.
FISH RESCUE: Ann has added an updated list of the fish available that have been rescued. A member of DRAS, Barry Sheppard, passed away and they are trying to find homes for his fish. See CAOAC
site for a list.
FUTURES: No committee.
JUDGES: Brian is trying to arrange a judges meeting prior to the convention, if not, there will be one
this summer.
MEMBERSHIP: No changes to the membership list. Albert's shaw account is closed, please do not
send emails to it.
NEWSLETTER: Updated fish rescue list. Calendar of events is updated with as many dates as have
been received. Any events and dates should be forwarded to Ann.
OPEN SHOW: Plaques are being done. After each show, Barb needs the CAOAC form filled out so
that she can complete her paperwork. Our club does this.
PROGRAMS: No report.
STEERING: As of this meeting, the current Executive would like to continue in their positions and no
other people have come forward to take their places. The old Executive should remain the same.
WAYS and MEANS:

London Aquaria Society
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CAOAC Report
April 19, 2015
COMMITTEES
We brought in $30.00 with the raffle, $7.00 with an auction, $39.00 for
the 50/50 with Barry winning $20.00 and we had $6.70 for donations.
We are currently sitting at $167.81.
Annette will be using some of that money to buy snacks and beverages for the hospitality suite at the
convention.
WEBMASTER: No report (see binder).

CLUB REPORTS
BETTA: Their new logo has been decided on. The agenda forms, etc. are posted on the CAOAC site
for anyone interested in showing Bettas at the Convention, or hearing Gerald talk.
CALGARY: Edmonton is having their auction while we are having our meeting. They have their
home competition in May, their home show in June and will be holding their show in March of
2016.
CHATHAM-KENT: Greg Steeves will be coming to do a dinner talk on the second Saturday in
September. There will be a flyer in the Convention goodie bags.
DURHAM: Barry Sheppard has passed away. Tim Mckaskie did a talk on his trip to Madagascar.
May is elections, in June, Ken is doing his Rainbow talk. Aquariama was in April and there were
over 1300 items, the club took in around $4000.00.
HAMILTON: The auction was good and they made around $4000.00. They have a dinner talk in
November and they will also have a flyer in the Convention goodie bags.
KITCHENER: No report.
LONDON: For our April meeting we had Ken Boorman do a talk on Blue Eyes and Rainbows of Australia. Very interesting to see all the locations and the pictures were breathtaking. We have our annual spring auction coming up, on Sunday, May 3. It will be held at the Optimist hall in Dorchester,
ON. For our May meeting, we will have Ernest Biktimirov do a talk on collecting. In June we will be
holding our elections and on June 13, our club members will be going on our annual bus trip. The
fish store stops are yet to be announced.
OTTAWA: May 6th is the next meeting.
PEEL: No report.
SARNIA: Auction is over and some profit was made. In April, Brian is doing a talk on Killifish and
in May, Ken is doing his Rainbowfish talk.
ST. CATHERINE'S: No report.
London Aquaria Society
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CAOAC Report
April 19, 2015

COMMITTEES
WINDSOR: No report. Glenn was telling us that Windsor was thinking of
having their first auction next spring and are looking for some help. Ron and I
have offered our assistance and if any of our club members are willing to come
down and help in some way, I think it would be greatly appreciated. I know we can show them how it is
done!!

CONVENTION
There was a short convention meeting after the general meeting for anyone who wanted to help
at the Convention. There will be 31 classes in the CAOAC show and all of the classes have been sponsored. I had to give Barb another $5.00 cash because I wrote an incorrect amount on the cheque for the
LAS sponsorship. There are also some small changes to the rules. Please see the website for an update.
The BEST Of prizes will be gift certificates instead of cash. Other prizes are cash, $5.00 for 3 rd, $10.00 for
2nd and $15.00 for 1st. Registration for the show will take place between 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. and
on Friday, the times will be 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. On the Saturday Judging will begin at noon.
There will be a board at the registration table to post room sales. It will cost $5.00 to post on the
board if you have a convention ticket and $10.00 if you do not. We will find a place to put this board,
probably near the hospitality suite. The hotel will not allow us to pin, tape or staple signs anywhere on
walls or doors. The board will be the only place we can post signs.
Annette, Peter and Albert will be at the registration table and Barb and Annette will be at the
show registration.
Annette will get the snacks and pop for the hospitality suite.
Ken will introduce the speakers. Ron will assist Peter in handing out the awards at the dinner and
Ann is looking at gifts for the speakers.
Everything seems to be in place for a great Convention. I look forward to attending.

Fish Story
Jan Bailey of Vancouver, British Columbia couldn’t believe her eyes
when she noticed a fish fall out of a cedar tree. It was even more surprising
to find that it was still alive. After getting the fish into a tank of water, Bailey and a couple of friends did some research and discovered that the fish is
a Midas cichlid, which is native to Central and South America. No one
knows how the fish could have ended up in a tree but one explanation is that it may have come to an
outdoor pond and was taken and dropped in the tree by an eagle.
London Aquaria Society
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My Loach
By: Nancy Drummond, London Aquaria Society,
May 5, 2015

On Tuesday, April 7th, I treated myself and went
to see a play at the Grand Theatre. I haven’t been to
the theatre in ages and rarely go out during the work
week. I turned off my cell phone, sat back and thoroughly enjoyed myself.
At the same time, a 75 gallon tank that I’ve had set up for years, the tank that holds fish I have had
for decades, decided to go postal. It hit the wall – an oxygen deprivation wall.
I should have seen it coming. I sort of did see it coming. Now and again I actually thought the
tank looked stressed but I never quite got around to making corrections and I certainly never, ever expected this quick and devastating result. I had just changed the water a few days earlier but something
that day pushed it over the edge. My husband, bless him, never noticed and when brought to his attention didn’t have any idea of what to do. My son Matthew on the other hand, jumped into action. He’s
not a real fish person but he has absorbed a few things over the years just by hanging around me.
Within a couple of minutes he was checking the temperature, testing the water and trying to figure
out what was wrong. There were dead fish but he didn’t know why. By the time I got home he had
stripped the tank, had all the surviving fish in buckets with air lines supplying air and had moved some fish
to other tanks in the house. He had even pulled a smaller tank from storage and was ready to set it up.
He unplugged the heater and tried his best to revive one fish that he knew would break my heart to lose
but lose it I did, along with at least a dozen other beautiful fish. Matthew did everything right and quickly
but still he felt defeated because I lost my oldest clown loach. I’d had that loach for almost 22 years
(older than Matthew). It was huge and 10” long and very round. Even though it was 22 years old, it wasn’t old. It showed no signs of age at all. It was as bright and active as any but it was the biggest fish, demanding the most oxygen, so he was the first to fall.
So, what went wrong? It was the combination of several things. There were too many big fish and
growing fish in a tank that did not have enough surface turbulence and air bubbling – good circulation and
water changes but not enough surface movement to add oxygen. The air stone may have slowed due to
clogging.
The air stone may have slowed due to clogging. The water was a degree or two, too warm. A fish
may have grown a millimeter that day. They were “fine” until then but always living on the edge it
seems. Their luck had run out.
That night, I changed some water, dropped the temperature, added two powerheads to circulate
and waited as I grieved the loss, the totally unnecessary loss, of my wonderful loach.
London Aquaria Society
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My Loach
cont’d from page 18

By 1:30 a.m., I was ready to return 10 other loaches back to their home tank. Many of them are
youngsters, only 15 – 18 years old, some only 5 years old – still babies but things have changed, the tank is
not the same. Not for me and not for them because they miss the big one and I know that because they
are not behaving the same They don’t come out – they stay hidden. Matthew told me that when he
found the big loach he was already dead. All the other loaches had surrounded him and stayed at his side
as Matthew started his rescue. It broke Matthew’s heart to see.
What have I learned? Wow – pay attention and act on your niggling suspicions and your instincts.
This has never happened to me before and believe me, it won’t ever happen again!!!!

Thanks Nancy
Belontia signata
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belontia_signata

Belontia signata, the Ceylonese combtail, is a species of gourami endemic to Sri Lanka. This species
inhabits shallow, slow-flowing clear-water streams. It can reach a length of 18 centimetres (7.1 in) TL though
most are only around 10 centimetres (3.9 in). It is also found in the aquarium trade.[2] The combtail, in addition to normal gills, has a labyrinth, or rudimentary lung-like organ which enables it to survive in poorly
oxygenated water, or even out of water, for considerable periods of time. Combtails can often be observed
taking air from the surface of their tank to replenish their labyrinth.
Fishkeeping: While the combtail (or combtail gourami) is sometimes found in fish shops, it does not
make a good pet unless kept by itself.
In a community tank it will bully
other fish, and may injure or kill
them. They will eat almost any food
presented to them including maggots,
bloodworms, flake, pellet, and vegetable foods.
References: ^ Pethiyagoda, R. 1996.
Belontia signata. In: IUCN 2013.
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
Version 2013.2.
<www.iucnredlist.org>.
Downloaded on 17 March 2014.
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule
a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
Quality Aquarium Supplies

http://angelfins.ca/

245 Southgate Dr. unit #3 Guelph, Ontario
Phone: 519-546-6911
Email: info@angelfins.ca

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its
main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and to provide a
means through which hobbyists may exchange
ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10
issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication
may be reprinted provided full credit is given to the
Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of
the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas & Saskatoon, London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Sat: 10am-6pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm Sun: 10am-5pm
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Friday

Sunday:
10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members

(except sale items)
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