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This month, our
own John Swick
will give us some
tips on how to repair broken
aquariums and leaks.

Fishkeeping Phases
Submitted by: Doug J. Capel, London Aquaria Society, February 2015

Over a lifetime, the average aquarist goes through a quite a few phases in the hobby once bitten by the fish bug. At first, he tries to cram 150 fish from a wide range of species into the 20 gallon
tank his mom gave him for his 12th birthday. After the inevitable ammonia apocalypse, the budding
fishkeeper then reads his first fish book and discovers the 1 gallon = 1 inch of fish rule. Next the decision is made to keep either a biotope tank or a species tank. With the biotope tank, all the fish must
coexist in nature. For the biotopian, it just does not do to commingle Brazilian tetras with Australian
Rainbow fish. Pick a continent, actually … pick a watershed, and be loyal to it – both the plant types
and the fish. With the species tank, a tank is dedicated to raising a group of fish from one genus/
species or better yet a single pair. Both are excellent excuses to buy more tanks. I have gone through
quite a few phases as follows:
Guppies – my first fish. They have lots of babies. My girlfriend (not now, when I was 13)
thought I was sensitive because I liked the babies. Actually, I was feeding them to a Firemouth in my
new second tank.
Oscars – my friends enjoyed Friday nights. We would have one of our older brothers with the
best fake ID buy the beer and I would buy a dozen goldfish. Then we would play an aquatic version
of throwing Christians to the lions and bet on how long each goldfish would live.
3 spot Gouramis – this was my first breeding challenge from a fellow hobbyist. The claim was
it was impossible to feed the fry. My high school biology class had gone on a field trip to a local
pond. I had an infinite supply of green water a quarter of a mile from my house. I could do no
wrong raising the fry. Sadly, today that pond has become a soccer field.
Sunfish – they were cheap local cichlids. Trouble
was, I could only catch green sunfish, not the
pumpkinseeds I wanted. Pumpkinseeds are the
working man’s Discus. Contraventions to fish &
game laws were discovered long after all had been
released back into the pristine waters of the St. Lawrence River.
cont’d on page 3
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March 3, 2015: This month, our own John Swick will give us some tips on
how to repair broken aquariums

and leaks.

Unsung Hero’s of the
London Aquaria Society
Over the years there have been so many Members who have
given up some of their time to help run our club, never asking for anything in return. This year, I hope to mention some of those Members
to tell them how much we appreciate what they do for us.
While at last month’s Executive Meeting, it came to my attention that I had forgotten one of the people who has also worked very
hard for the club and her name is Jennifer McNaughton.
I have known Jennifer for many years and she has always dedicated much of her time to help out at our monthly and at our two
yearly auctions.

Thanks Jennifer
If you know of anyone else who deserves a mention in our UnSung
Heros section, please let me know and please forgive me if I have forgotten
anyone else.
Hugs, Lorraine
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Presidents Message
The guest speaker for March will be John Swick. John has been in the hobby for years and he will be
doing his talk on repairing fish tanks. John has repaired aquariums for some of the best in our hobby, so bring
lots of interest and after tonight you will be able to fix your own leaks. I trust this will be very interesting and
I am looking forward to this evening.
For February, we had a presentation by Bill Gibbons about his experiences in the hobby. This was very
interesting and informative, about the different way things were done in the good old days. A great job Bill.
The fish show for March will be in Mollies, Platies and Swordtails, an Open Class and the Open Class
for Plants. Also this month we will have a novelty tank with a fish and a theme. The auction will be there as
usual.
The CAOAC convention is coming soon so
plan to make the trip and enjoy the weekend.
Great speakers and a good meal and meeting people from all over our hobby. A fun time to be had
by all.

Don’t drink too much green water.
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Fishkeeping Phases
cont’d from front page

Commercial breeder – in my teens I started out with grand schemes of quick riches from breeding thousands and thousands of Zebras. I was very successful at first with the Zebras. Then the local pet shop offered
me $5.00 for about 100 fish. I had spent more than that on the marbles for the breeding tank. Along the way
I bred a truckload of tetra species that nobody wanted. End of financial fantasy.
Tank buster cichlids – the bigger and meaner the better. This was a lesson about spousal abuse in nature. I had one Green Terror kill 7 females before I gave
up sacrificing females just to get a breeding pair. Greeny
& I declared a truce and he lived very happily on his own
for 5 long years. He ate most of the unwanted Zebras.
Marriage – necessities like food and furniture got in the
way for a while. Tanks were sold.
Children – fish became a wonderful excuse to teach the
kids about nature. Bought tanks once again. Big tanks this
time.
London Aquaria Society
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Fishkeeping Phases
cont’d from page 3

Fish Club – joined a fish club and found that there were other fish nuts just like me, some even
worse. Joined the BAP, regretted all the fish that spawned when I was a teenager for which spawnings there are no records. Spawning the Altum Angels and Silver Hatchetfish all over again was just
not worth the trouble.
Killies – a local killie expert got me going on killies and I soon had all my tanks subdivided into
little killie apartments and as well had several racks of 1 gallon pickle jars all percolating away. Trouble was, all I was doing was raising (actually… trying to raise) fry. Got lots of eggs, only a few fry. I
stopped seeing the fish for themselves; I was caught up by the mechanics of breeding process.
Discus – no need to say more, you need a second mortgage to afford the quality fish. Also, the
water bill and the time spent doing water changes goes way up, for me keeping Discus stopped being
a hobby and it became a chore.
Dutch planted tanks – I stuffed so many
plants into each tank that I lost sight of
why I had the tanks in the first place, to
watch the fish. Plants can be more expensive than many fish. I discovered
that I could kill any species of Anubia
you can find. Discovered CO2 injection
only after watching countless plants
wither away.
Apistogrammas – this is my current phase and likely lifetime happy zone. My therapist says I
am doing very well, thank you very much. At first I concentrated on trying to set up a different species pair in each tank and watching the breeding behaviour. Soon every tank (I have 13, officially 10,
my wife still believes I am storing 3 of them for a friend presently in a divorce action) was converted
for Apistos and this meant, not counting fry, that I had only 26 adult fish. It got boring quickly but
the BAP points racked up.
Retirement – a move from Quebec to Ontario required storage of tanks for a few years. Now
with retirement, a new fish room is presently under construction. The prospect of spending more
time with my fishy friends presents a number of decisions to be made.
So, having spent more than a few years in the hobby I decided to stop the phase approach
and adopt an omnibus approach. I have half my tanks dedicated to Apisto pairs (that way I don’t suffer from withdrawal) and the other half are called “community” tanks. Actually they are Apisto tanks
in disguise, but you see, my wife likes community tanks.

London Aquaria Society
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Fishkeeping Phases
cont’d from page 4

Covertly I buy young or promising Apistos and sneak the illegal aliens in by the back door and
encourage them to stay at the back of the community tank. Hopefully, they don’t draw any spousal
attention and they blend into the crowd of other unauthorized acquisitions. Into each community
tank (54 gallons), I now use variations of the following stocking formula:
1 pair of latest flavour of the month Apistos.
6 Corydoras.
5 or 6 topwater killies used as upper level dither fish.
5 or 6 pencil fish as mid-tank level dither fish.
A school of Cardinals or Glow Light Tetras.
Once the Apistos in a dedicated pair tank have spawned and the fry are ready to go, then the
Apisto pair in the community tank will be introduced at the club monthly auction and the search for
the new flavour of the month Apisto begins. This is my story of the fishkeeping phases I have gone
through, but I would be willing to bet that you see a bit of yourself in one or some or all of the
phases. Keep wet.

Thanks Doug
Jewel Cichlid - Hemichromis bimaculatus
http://www.fishlore.com/profile-jewelcichlid.htm

The Jewel Cichlid originates from Africa where they live in streams and river systems with mud
bottoms. This jewel cichlid has a wide range of common names with some pet stores calling them the
Blue Jewel Cichlid, Green Jewel, Jewel fish, etc. Their coloration in pet store tanks can be a little
drab, but with proper feeding and a suitable aquarium, they should color up nicely. They are very
hardy and should tolerate a range of water conditions, but may only breed in tanks with water on
the acidic side and slightly elevated tank temperature. See the table below for more parameters.
This Jewel Cichlid can be quite aggressive, even
more so when they form pairs and start breeding. They
will not tolerate other fish in the tank when this happens. A tank divider is needed if you plan on stocking
them with other fish. Given their nature, a separate tank
is advisable if you want to keep a pair of these beauties.
Once they have babies, like other cichlids, these are
great parents and will defend their fry against any and
all comers.
London Aquaria Society
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Jewel Cichlid - Hemichromis bimaculatus
cont’d from page 5
Feeding the Jewel Cichlid should be a breeze since they will accept nearly all fish foods you
give them. Give them a varied diet of frozen, live, flakes and pellets and they should reward you with
great health and colors.
Again, think twice before putting a Jewel Cichlid in a tank with less aggressive fish species. If
you're keeping only one Jewel you might be ok, but keeping pairs will be a problem when keeping
them with other fish. They also like to dig, so keeping them with live plants may be difficult.
Scientific Name : Hemichromis bimaculatus
Common Names : Jewel Cichlid, Jewel fish, African Jewelfish, Two Spotted Jewel Fish, Green Jewel,

Blue Jewel
Jewel Cichlid Care Level: Easy to Moderate

Size: 5.5 inches (14 cm)

Temperature: 70°F - 74°F (21°C - 23°C)

Lifespan: 5 years or longer

pH : 7 - 7.5

Origin/Habitat: African rivers
Jewel Cichlid Temperament/Behavior: Can get aggressive when forming pairs.
Breeding: May get better results with slightly increased (a degree or two) water temperature. The female will lay the eggs on a flat surface. After 2 to 4 days, the eggs hatch and the parents will move
them to another location for another couple of days until the babies are swimming. These jewel cichlids are great parents. Get your fry foods ready and plan on feeding finely crushed flake foods, baby
brine shrimp or other fry foods.
Aquarium Size: 30 gallon minimum for a pair, much larger for multiples to limit aggression.
Compatible Tank Mates: Not recommended for community tank type setups. They can get very aggressive with tank mates when ready for breeding.
Fish Disease: Freshwater Fish Disease - Diagnose, Symptoms and Treatment. This cichlid is
very hardy but you'll still need to slowly acclimate them to your quarantine tank. Watch for
several weeks before introducing to your display tank.
Diet/Foods: Should accept flakes and pellet
fish foods. The Jewel Cichlid will go after algae wafers and shrimp pellets too, so make
sure your bottom feeders are getting enough
to eat if they are housed with this cichlid.

London Aquaria Society
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Jewel Cichlid - Hemichromis bimaculatus
cont’d from page 6
Tank Region: Will roam all over the tank. Likes to guard a chosen spot in the tank around spawning
time.
Gender: Difficult to determine, but males may become even more brilliantly colored when breeding.
If you're interested in breeding them it may be advisable to get a group of six or more and wait for
them to pair off. Once a pair is formed, remove the others from the tank to prevent fighting.
Author: Mike Fish Lore
Fish Lore Forum: Jewel Cichlid Forum

Serpae Tetra
http://ww w .aquaticcommunity.com/tetraf ish /
serpaetetra.php

All the different tetra species are small
freshwater fishes found in the family Characidae,
in the order Characiformes. The Serpae tetra belongs to the genus Hyphessobrycon. Its scientific
name is Hyphessobrycon eques, but it is also
known as Hyphessobrycon serpae, Hyphessobrycon callistus and several other names. This abundance of names can of course cause some confusion.
Serpae tetra is also commonly referred to as Blood characin, Blood tetra, Callistus tetra, Jewel tetra,
Red minor tetra and Red serpa. “Blood tetras” is a broad term that is use to describe a wide range of
red coloured tetra hybrids that are sold by fish shops.
The body of the Serpae tetra is tall and compressed and can reach a size of 1.5 inches (4 centimetres). As mentioned above, this fish is often called things such as “Blood tetra”, “Red minor tetra”
and similar, and these names are all derived from the fact that the Serpae tetra has a distinct red body
coloration. The shades vary from bright red to reddish brown. The red body is decorated with a
black comma-shaped mark that is found right behind the gill cover. Some Serpae tetra specimens have
a very small marking or have no marking at all. As your Serpae tetra grows older, the marking will
grow smaller. The anal fin, ventral fins and tail are all red, and the anal fin is fringed with black and
white layers. The dorsal fin of the Serpae tetra is tall and black, and has a thin white fringe. This fringe
can sometimes have a reddish hue.
The Serpae tetra is popular in community aquariums. Keep at least five, preferably even more,
Serpae tetra together since they are schooling fishes.

London Aquaria Society
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Serpae Tetra

cont’d from page 7

They can become a bit aggressive during feeding, since they will compete for food and sometimes nip
each other's fins. Some aquarists even compare their feeding habits to the “feeding frenzy” exhibited
by piranhas.
It originates from South America where it is found in the Amazon river basin, Guaporé and the
Paraguay River. Keep the water temperature in your aquarium between 22 and 26° Celsius (72 and
79° Fahrenheit). The pH should be 5 – 7.8 and the dH 10 – 25. Do not keep your Serpae tetra in an
aquarium that is smaller than 60 centimetres.
The Serpae tetra prefers to stay close to the surface among aquatic plants, and should ideally
be kept in a well planted aquarium. Add some floating plants that will dim the light. Wild tetra is
found in calm black waters with densely grown plants.
The Serpae tetra feeds on insects, worms, crustaceans and plants in the wild. They will readily
accept most types of food in the aquarium, including flake food and frozen food. Always provide
your Serpae tetra with a varied diet to prevent malnutrition.
The Serpae tetra is one of the easiest tetras for those interested in breeding tetras in their
aquariums. Despite this, wild caught Serpae tetra is still found in the aquarium trade, but this is not a
problem for the wild Serpae tetra population. The Serpae tetra is not considered an endangered species and it has a minimum population doubling time below 15 months. If you want to breed Serpae
tetra, you should begin by condition a pair and provide them with a healthy diet. You can use a
small breeding aquarium, 3-5 gallons is enough. Dark substrate is commonly used in breeding aquariums for Serpae tetra, and you must also provide your fish with a lot of fine leafed plants. Java moss,
Cabomba and Myriophyllum are three examples of suitable plants. Floating plants are also recommended. Check the water quality regularly and make sure that the pH is between 6 and 7 and the dH
between 4 and 8. The water temperature
should be in the mid 70s F. Serpae tetra eggs
are tiny and translucent and will be strewn
among the fine leafed plants. As soon as the
eggs have been fertilized, you should remove the adult fish from the breeding aquarium. Serpae tetra fry typically hatch within
24-28 hours. You can feed the newly
hatched fry small food, e.g. infusioria, young
brine shrimp and egg yolk. As the fry grows
larger, you can start giving them powdered
flake food.
London Aquaria Society
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Dalmatian Molly
(Poecilia latipinna)
http://www.liveaquaria.com/product/prod_display.cfm?c=830+1101+1058&pcatid=1058

Minimum Tank Size: 30 gallons
Care Level: Moderate
Temperament: Peaceful
Water Conditions: 68-82° F, KH 10-25, pH 7.0-7.8
Max. Size: 4¾"
Color Form: Assorted, Black
Diet: Omnivore
Origin: east coast of Florida, Gulf of Mexico, North Carolina
Family: Poeciliidae
What do these Quick Stats mean? Click here
Overview: The Dalmatian Molly is a hybrid color variation of Poecilia latipinna, the Sailfin Molly.
The Dalmatian Molly has a black and white body, and is sometimes referred to as the Marbled Molly
or Marbled Sailfin Molly. Mollies have the ability to adapt to a variety of salt levels in the aquarium.
With a gradual acclimation, these fish may be maintained in either a freshwater aquarium or a saltwater aquarium. In the freshwater aquarium, a teaspoon of aquarium salt per gallon is recommended
The Dalmatian Molly prefers a tank of at least 30 gallons, densely planted with plenty
of strong plants such as Java fern, Sagittaria, Vallisneria and Anubias. They require a good filtration
system because of their hearty appetites. The Dalmatian Molly is well suited for the community tank
because of its peaceful nature, and is compatible with other peaceful, large fish that can withstand
hard water. They may pursue their young and the young of the other fish.
The pointed anal fin and much larger dorsal fin on the male, and the rounded anal fin and pregnancy
spot on the female differentiate the two. The Dalmatian Molly is a livebearer that requires a spawning box in a large 25 gallon, or larger breeding tank. The aquarium should be planted as densely as
possible or have a thick algae mat. Having a group of
floating plants in the corner of the aquarium will promote rearing outside of the breeding tank. Every 60-70
days the female will give birth to 10-60 young that are
already approximately one-half inch long.
The Dalmatian is omnivorous and requires algae. Provide these fish with an algae-based flake food, as well
as freeze-dried bloodworms, tubifex, and brine shrimp.
Approximate Purchase Size: 1-1/2" to 2 1/2"
London Aquaria Society
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Koi Swordtail
(Xiphophorus helleri)
www.liveaquaria.com/product/prod_display.cfm?c=830+1102+2822&pcatid=2822

Minimum Tank Size: 30 gallons
Care Level: Easy
Temperament: Peaceful
Water Conditions: 64-82° F, KH 12-30, pH
7.0-8.3
Max. Size: 4"
Color Form: Black, Orange, Red, White
Diet: Omnivore
Origin: Asia, Farm Raised
Family: Poeciliidae
What do these Quick Stats mean? Click here
Overview: The Koi Swordtail is a much sought after color morph of the popular swordtails. Contrasting deep reddish orange marks wrap around a brilliant white, semi-transparent body to create a
showcase fish that is both stunning and fairly easy to breed.
The male Koi Swordtail has flowing, feathered fins with a distinct extension on the lower part
of the tail, resembling a sword. Even though the female does not have the distinguishing, sword-like
tail, her koi coloration makes her a showstopper. The Koi Swordtail makes a beautiful and graceful
addition to any aquarium.
Koi Swordtails require an aquarium of at least 30 gallons that is well planted with plenty of
room for swimming. Like other Swordtails, the Koi Swordtail is a jumper, so be sure to provide an
adequate cover over the aquarium. Peaceful in nature, the Koi Swordtail is well suited for the community aquarium. Males can be aggressive toward one another so care should be taken when housing
more than one. Koi Swordtails are livebearers and can give birth to as many as 80 fry at one time. A
spawning box is recommended, or if one is not available, dense floating cover should be provided to
protect the fry from the adults.
The Koi Swordtail is an omnivore that will eat commercially prepared flaked foods, freeze
dried bloodworms, tubifex and brine shrimp as well as algae.
Approximate Purchase Size: 1" to 1-1/2"
London Aquaria Society

Page 10

Green Bettas
Colors And Genetics
www.streetarticles.com/fish/green-bettas-colors-and-genetics

When it comes to green bettas, there are a few specific types of green color that are possible
with Siamese fighting fish. The reason for this is that all bettas can be either metallic or opaque depending on the genetics involved, and the metallic varieties can have green colors that are very dark,
light, or even a greenish-blue. Also, bettas can have a multicolor trait that has green or blue mixed
with colors like red or yellow!
We will start by discussing opaque green bettas since they are the simplest to understand.
Opaques have no dark under-color. They should have very dense and bright color that is primarily
one hue (instead of having both green and red, for example). There should be no shimmer to the
scales or fins. If you were showing an opaque green Siamese fighting fish at a fish show, it would ideally have a pastel green color! These fish are quite attractive and sought after by many breeders and
pet owners alike.
Metallic green bettas, however, are quite a bit trickier to describe. The genetics of metallic
green fish involves dominant and recessive traits. The gene for green is denoted as "Bl" and is dominant to the blue gene (which is called "bl"). All fish have two copies of any given gene and bettas
with two of the dominant form of green will be a true green. If a betta has one dominant and one
recessive green gene, they will be royal blue, and if the have both recessive copies the fish will be
steel blue in color.
With the metallic green bettas, the amount of green color will also be determined by another
genetic factor for something fish keepers call 'spread iridescence'. This gene can cause the color to appear more of a turquoise hue. It also determines if the fins or the whole body have the green color.
Finally, the hue of green that is preferred is a dark, almost hunter or forest green. This is produced when the black layer of pigment in Siamese fighting fish is thick enough to show through the
green. Fish with more
black will have a darker,
more pronounced color
of green in their scales
and fins. Unfortunately,
this type of green is very
rare and difficult to breed
well. For this reason,
these fish are typically
bought up quickly and a
hefty price is charged.
London Aquaria Society
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BEST IN SHOW
Name

Fish Name

Month

Gift Certificate Sponsor

Anubius

Bob Steele

February

Bob Steele

February Bowl Beautiful Angel fish (Pterophyllum scalare), Hengel's Rasbora(Trigonostigma
Java Fern (Microsorum pteropus)
Big Al's Aquarium Services

hengeli),

Name

Pets and Ponds

Month

Linda & Fred Cromb

Adult Fish Competition
February Anabantids - Betta splendens - Crowntail
February Anabantids - Honey Gourami (Trichogaster chuna)

Bob Steele

February open

L106 Spotted Orange Seam Pleco

Red

Blake Gowenlock

February open

Black with Silver Guppy, male (Poecilia reticulata)

Blue

Bob Steele

February Bowl Beautiful Angel fish (Pterophyllum scalare), Hengel's Rasboras
( Trigonostigma hengeli), Java Fern (Microsorum pteropus)

Red

James Kelly

February Bowl Beautiful Cherry Barbs (Puntius titteya)

Blue

Linda & Fred Cromb

February

Bob Steele

Name

Ribbon
Red
Blue

Bowl Beautiful Ilydon xantusi - white, Rabbit Snail (Tylomelania),

Amano Shrimp (Caridina multidentata),
Albino African Clawed Frog (Xenopus laevis),
Madagascar Lace Plant (Aponogeton madagascariensis)

White

Adult Plant Competition

Ribbon

Month

Bob Steele

February open

Anubius

Red

Linda & Fred Cromb

February

Water Sprite (Ceratopteris thalictroides)

Blue

open

Green Bettas
Colors And Genetics

Things You Don’t See Very Often

cont’d from page 11

As you can see, the genetics that make up
the color that bettas develop can be quite confusing. If you even remotely care about the genetics involved, then you are likely considering
breeding some of these fish. If that is the case, it
is worth
spending more
time researching the genes
that factor in
when breeding
green bettas.
London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant
Category

Aquatic
Animals

September

open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open

open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

November

open

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

January

open

open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

Bowl Beautiful

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

Novelty Tank

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

none

Fish Categories

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

None due to Awards Night

Class
My Favourite Fish
Family
Novice
Egglayer
Non-Fish

Novice Livebearer
Pairs
-

The Haircut…
Blessed are those that can give without remembering and take without forgetting.
One day a florist went to a barber for a haircut. After the cut, he asked about his bill, and the barber
replied, 'I cannot accept money from you, I'm doing community service this week.'
The florist was pleased and left the shop. When the barber went to open his shop the next morning,
there was a 'thank you' card and a dozen roses waiting for him at his door.
Later, a cop comes in for a haircut, and when he tries to pay his bill, the barber again replied, 'I cannot accept
money from you, I'm doing community service this week.' The cop was happy and left the shop. The next
morning when the barber went to open up, there was a 'thank you ' card and a dozen donuts waiting for
him at his door.
Then a Member of Parliament came in for a haircut, and
when he went to pay his bill , the barber again replied, 'I cannot
accept money from you. I'm doing community service this week.'
The Member of Parliament was very happy and left the shop.
The next morning, when the barber went to open up, there
were a dozen Members of Parliament lined up waiting for a free
haircut.
And that, my friends, illustrates the fundamental difference
between the citizens of our country and the politicians who run it.

Thanks Annette
London Aquaria Society
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Stingrays find their way into home aquariums
Submitted by Fons van der Hart on June 8, 2013 – 2:58 pm
http://news.aquariuminfo.nl/stingray-find-their-way-into-home-aquariums/#.VO48lsJ0y1s

The freshwater stingray is fast becoming a mainstay in many home aquariums in Singapore.
Fish farms told My Paper yesterday at the Aquarama and Pet Asia exhibitions in Marina Bay Sands
that there is rising demand for such fish, which can cost $200 to $3,000 each, or even more.
Mr. Kenny Yap, executive chairman and managing director of ornamental-fish service provider
Qian Hu, said that his firm has seen about a three-fold increase in sales of freshwater stingrays since it
started importing and selling them more than 10 years ago.
Mr H. W. Tan, director of Kin Star Aqua World, said he sells about 100 stingrays each month,
up from 40 when he first introduced the fish into his business six years ago.
On why freshwater stingrays have been growing in popularity, Mr Yap said customers are
drawn to their “graceful movements and beauty”.
Such stingrays can have coats with stark black-and-white spots or even tiger-like stripes. “As a
(tank) bottom-level feeder, it’s also very hardy,” Mr Yap added.
Mr Tan said that, because a stingray is
large and can be pricey, “some people also see
it as a status symbol”.
The carnivorous ornamental fish can
grow up to 45cm in diameter. It can produce
venom which can be fatal to humans.
As with any aquarium fish, stingrays can
be kept as pets, as long as their welfare is
taken care of, said an Agri-Food & Veterinary
Authority of Singapore spokesman.
Source: AsiaOne

Thanks Jack
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Palmtop Aquariums!
March '06 - http://www.aquahobby.com/tanks/e_tank0603.php
Since the qualifiers Mini-, Micro-, Nano- and Pico- are already being used for "enormous" aquariums with several
liters in volume, I had to come up with a new name to categorize these ingenious beauties that two friends from Londrina (Brazil) have been creating. Rony Suzuki and Fabio Yoshida are veteran aquatic gardeners, with heaps of cuttings
and talent to keep inventing new setups that are always surprising and inspiring us but this time they've really outdone
themselves...or indone themselves, whatever! :D

Rony Suzuki's Bird-Feeder Aquarium.
This aquarium was born in response to a challenge: when recent news
came out on the discovery of the smallest fish in the world, a friend from our forum commented "I'm thinking that if this fish

ever gets commercialized, Rony is bound to
make a setup that'll need a magnifying lens."
Well, here it is... ;-)
The aquarium was set up using a plastic bird-feeder pot that goes into bird
cages, it has around 100 ml of nominal volume, probably half of that effectively. It
has sand substrate, a few "boulders" (haha) and the flora is composed of Hemianthus

callitrichoides and Java Moss.

Fábio Yoshida's Light-Bulb Aquarium
The other day I was at home, just looking at the ceiling, when I had a great
idea! So I stopped by Rony's place to get some pool filter sand. Then went to my little
Anubias corner in my planted tank and tried to choose a nice little cutting. I put it all
together with my idea, and here's what it turned into! :-)
Setup: October'05.
Aquarium: 250 W Light Bulb.
Dimensions: ~79 mm in diameter. Volume: ~250 ml.
Substrate: pool filter sand.
Fertilization: Tetra Flora Pride administered sporadically.
Lighting: indirect, but applied directly a few days a week.
Flora: Anubias nana.
The setup didn't take too long to be completed, it was even quick, I think about 3 or 4 hours in total. The bulb
was opened by the metal part. In this case the metal ended up detaching from the glass bulb, which made my setup job
really easy. I opened it by carefully breaking the glass part that goes together with the metal, where it touches the bottom of the socket, thus I made an opening through which I removed the “inner parts” of the bulb and gained access to
its interior. I didn't add a fertile layer to the substrate in fear that I wouldn't be able to reach stability due to the small
size. I did think about putting some fauna in it (not fish) but I decided against it when I thought about how little space
the inhabitant would have, and the tiny surface area. I thought it'd be cruel, but I don't know, maybe a snail would
work.
Right now the setup is on a shelf right beside one of my aquariums, from which it receives a bit of indirect lighting. I had some problems with brown algae and cyanobacteria, but more out of laziness than anything else. With the
brown algae I even had to dismantle everything and restart it, but now I'm taking better care and everything's OK. I sinLondon
cerely
hope itAquaria
will lastSociety
a reasonably long time. The plant has been growing well and started shooting somePage
roots,15I just
don't know what I'm going to do if it grows more than expected...I'll either have to try and remove it the same way it
entered or else do it the more drastic way.

C.A.O.A.C. Club Reports
February 8, 2015

Committee Reports
AHD: No report.
Archivist: No report.
Awards: Deadline was February 8, 2015. For those who sent in their nominations, thank you, for
those who did not, please try again next year.
Binder/Guidelines: No new updates. It needs to be addressed that all Award submissions need to be
sent to the Awards Chairperson.
FAAS: No report.
Fish Breeders: Submissions received from Kitchener, Hamilton and Winnipeg. Program was discussed with Windsor.
Fish rescue: Ron rescued some large Iridescent Sharks, Plecos and Siamese Algae Eaters and homes
were found for all. Anne-Marie in Calgary, rescued some Green Terrors.
Futures: No report.
Judges: No report.
Membership: Regina only paid for membership, not insurance. We will clarify if this was what they
wanted.
Newsletter: Speaker profiles need to be added for the Convention.
Open Show: No report.
Programs: No report.
Steering: No report.
Ways & Means: Started with $125.15 spent -$18.55 on supplies and snacks, donations received
+$2.45, the 50/50 draw received +$10.00 (Ron won), no raffle. Ed made a very nice beef stew.
Ending balance is $119.05. Incoming monies were low due to poor attendance.
Webmaster: Removed three clubs due to closures in Toronto, Brantford and the Turtle Club. The
IBC Show Class information has been added to the Convention section of the web page.

Committee Reports
Betta: Meeting postponed due to football.
Calgary: 74 members. Facebook group brings in 2-3 new members per month. Next auction is
March 8, 2015. Next talk is this Tuesday and is on DIY foods and CO2. Marks talk is on the Aquatic
Experience Expo from 2014.
Chatham-Kent: No report.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Club Reports
February 8, 2015

Committee Reports

(cont’d)

Durham: 79 members on February 10th and Jessica Bullock is doing a talk
about Dwarf Cichlids. On February 21st, at the Pickering Mandarin restaurant, we will hold the Annual Awards and Dinner talk, featuring Larry Johnson, doing a talk about
Swimming with Chlids. Easter weekend is the Pet Expo at the International centre in Toronto and in
April we will be holding our Auction.
Hamilton: On February 10th, Peter Desousa is talking about Killifish. The Spring Show and Auction
will be on Saturday, March 21, 2015. Anton Lambois will be doing a talk and there will be a dinner
on November 14, 2015.
Kitchener: In February, Al Ridley did a talk on Plant Propagation with 28 people attending. The new
seating set-up seems to be working well.
London: February’s Speaer was Bill Gibbons, in March, John Swick will talk on tank repairs. The
March meeting is moved ahead a week to the first Tuesday (March 3rd). In April, Ken Boorman,
May, Ernest from St. Catherines (collections) Spring Auction Sunday, May 3, 2015. The Fall Show
and Auction will be held on Sunday, September 27, 2015. Two cheques were given to Ann to give
to Albert, one for Show Sponsorship, for the HDAS Show and the other for the CAOAC Convention
& Show.
Ottawa: No report.
Peel: No report.
Sarnia: Auction will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2015.
months.

Speakers booked for the next three

St Catherine's: No report.
Windsor: No report because their meeting was today.

Convention 2015
Rachel O'Leary's talks have been confirmed as:
a) Invertebrates Primer
b) Hillstream Loaches
The IBC show classes are to be attached at the end of this report.
Tickets are available to purchase from Annette at any of the meetings. Once you have a ticket, you
can book a room at the hotel for a special rate.

London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!

Quality Aquarium Supplies

Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule
a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
660 Speedvale Avenue West, Suite 305, Guelph
Phone: 519-546-6911
Email: info@angelfins.ca

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...
4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its
main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and to provide a
means through which hobbyists may exchange
ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.

London Aquaria Society

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10
issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication
may be reprinted provided full credit is given to the
Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of
the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Please
Support
Please
Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
1641 Dundas
(New Location)
DundasStreet
& Saskatoon,Location)
London, Ontario
(New
Dundas & SaskaThey
us!!!
toon,support
London,
Ontario
519-451-7279
They support us!!!

Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

Sat: 10am-6pm
Sun: 10am-5pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm
519-451-7279
1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS
 Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
 Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
 Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
 Pets Always Welcome!
RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info
Monday-Thursday

Saturday

11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Friday

Sunday:

10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM
SERVICES WAREHOUSE


10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH



EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH



SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS



SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD



HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES



AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS



BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS

519-668-2752



EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS



REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
(except sale items)
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