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 Do you ever give a thought 

to where your fish have actually 

come from before they arrive at 

the aquatic shop? Nathan Hill con-

siders wild caught vs. farm bred 

fish. 
 

 Thereôs a scene I see in 

shops over and over again that al-

ways leaves me chuckling. A cus-

tomer will be buying up a fish, 

maybe a handful of guppies or 

some Corydoras, and as the fish 

are bagged up theyôll ask, "They 

will be alright for the journey, 

wonôt they? Weôve a long way to 

travelé" 
 

"How long?" the retailer will ask. 
 

"Oh, maybe thirty or forty 

minutesé" 
 

 To me, this sets the scene 

for a clash between the fictional 

element of much of the fish trade, 

and the reality. A lot of newcomers 

in particular, it seems, are simply 

not aware of the logistical aspects 

of the trade ð that fish are routine-

ly transported from halfway around 

the world, to then eventually work 

their way down the chain until they 

finally end up safe and sound nes-

tled in underwater castles, set for 

life with three square meals a day.  
 

 They have a lack of beliefs 

about where the fish originate, be-

cause theyôve never investigated 

the subject. For many, the behind 

the scenes of fishkeeping is analo-

gous to supermarket foods, where 

itôs almost impossible to believe 

that trays of apples, on beds of 

Styrofoam, and snuggled up under 

cellophane duvets were once con-

nected to anything resembling a 

tree. 
 

 As such, for many a lay 

fishkeeper, the discussions between 

wild caught over farmed fish are 

something that theyôll 

never be aware of, let 

alone engage with. 

And yet, every time a 

fish is purchased, a 

customer is making a 

small and oblivious 

vote between one of 

these two options. 

Theyôll be unaware of 

the pros and cons of 

either camp, and often 

blissfully so. But alas, 

ignorance is often anything but 

blissful, at least to those who rely 

on the trade for their incomes. 
 

 The chain of trade goes 

back quite a way. We see the fish 

in their final forms in shop aquar-

ia, but we donôt see those at the 

first link. We donôt see the people 

who own farms, large or small, 

and we donôt see the peasantfolk 

who supplement their incomes buy 

holding ornamentals in troughs, 

waiting for the boats to come and 

trade dollars for livestock. In fact, 

we only really see the end results. 
 

 The problem is that when 

the issue does eventually get 

raised, many people knee-jerk 

straight away and make the auto-

matic assumption that anything 

that is harvested from the wild is 

in some way destroying the planet. 
 

 And in fairness, there are 

some unfortunate examples that 

uphold this view. 

contõd on page 4 
 

 

A talk on  
 

Egg Layers 
 

 will be  
 

given  
 

by Brian Glazier.  



President 
Ron Bishopééé.é.........519-457-7907 

ron.bishop2@sympatico.ca 
 

Vice-President 
Dorothy Reimerééé.....519-438-7682 

dmreimer@sympatico.ca 
 

Treasurer/C.A.R.E.S. Rep. 
Annette Bishopéééé...519-457-7907 

ally_ann@hotmail.com 
 

Member at Large  
Derek Tuckerééééé519-639-1183 

gotcoz@live.ca  
 

Secretary / Correspondence 
Sharon MacDonaldéé....519-453-0094 

sharonmacdonald62@gmailcom 
 

Membership Chair  
Nancy Drummondéé....519-644-2753 

nchipps-drummond@fanshawec.ca 
 

Library  
James & Margaret Kellyé519-681-0717 

 

B.A.P./H.A.P. 
Stephen Gregsonéé....é519-649-5019 

guppytrain@gmail.com  
 

Newsletter Editor  
Lorraine Gregsonééé...519-649-5019 

koilady@execulink.com 
 

Monthly Jar Show  
Sarah Leeééééééé.519-686-3473 

sarahlee@uwo.ca 
 

Advertising  
Bob Steeleééééé.é...519-473-5648 

 

Monthly Auction Chair  
Jack Parkinsonééééé519-471-4912 

 

C.A.O.A.C. Representative  
Bob Steeleééééé.é...519-473-5648  

lewest@sympatico.ca  
 

Website 
Eric Geissingeréééé...519-672-9168 

kegboy@gmail.com 

September 11, 2012 Volume 56,  Issue 1 London Aquaria Society  

Upcoming Events  
 

September 11, 2012:  Brian Glazier will do a talk on breeding 
Egg Layers. 
 

September 30, 2012:   Show & Club Auction.  
 

October 9, 2012:   To be announced. 
 

November 13, 2012:   To be announced. 
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Ron & Annettes new 
Grandson Liam.  



 

 

Please Support 

Southwestern Pet Centre 

1641 Dundas Street 

(New Location Dundas & 

Saskatoon) 

London, Ontario 

They support us!!! 

Presidentõs Message 
 

Welcome back,  another year has begun.    
 

 First of all, I would like to say that our bus trip went off and all who were there had a great time. We saw a lot of 
different fish and it seemed we all spent and added to our collections. The bus driver was amazing with a great person-
ality and very skilled at finding a good parking spot. Don Brazier will be requested the next time we do such a venture.  
Badder Bus should be happy and proud to have a driver like Don.  
 

 We have Brian Glazier doing a talk for us about breeding egg layers and will be doing an experienced talk to 
help us all understand the ways and means of our tropical fish hobby. I trust this presentation will be very interesting.  
 

 Lorraine, who had knee surgery has made a great recovery and is doing very well.  Who knows, maybe weõll 
have two runners for our auction, both her and Stephen.   ;0) 
 

 The Jar Show this month will be Loaches, Suckers and Catfish, as well as our open class along with the plant 
class.   As always we will have our monthly auction, so please bring out your extra fish and plants. Who knows, you 
may pick up a bargain or two.  
 

 Our large auction and show will be held on the 30 th of September back in Dorchester. Bring all of your extra fish 
and plants and the extra goodies that seem to gather in the fish room so you can get something new and interesting. 
Hope to see you all there. Any help will be greatly accepted.  

 

 We have a new advertiser in our club magazine. The store is located in Strat-
ford and is called Superior Aquarium. The owner is Steve Bartlett and he also carries 
dogs and puppies. Check out his ad and take a drive to Stratford and have a look. 
  

Take the time to enjoy quiet time with the kids in school.  
 

Ron Bishop  
President 

London Aquaria Society  

Advertising Rates  
 

Business Cardéééééé.éé$25.00 
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Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 is-
sues of our Newsletter.  Articles in this publica-
tion may be reprinted provided full credit is 
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Socie-
ty and 2 copies of the published bulletin or 
magazine in which the article appears, is to be 
mailed to:  
 

London Aquaria Society  
P.O. Box 45010,  RPO Fairmont 

London, Ontario   N5W 1A3  

 

The London Aquaria Society  is a non-profit 
organization, established in June 1956.  Its main 
objective is to promote interest in breeding and 
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means 
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, 
gain information and display their fish, sharing 
them in the public in the London Area.  
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Ronõs with his 
new Grandson  

Liam.  
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Take the case of the Denisonõs barb, Puntius denisonii, for example. This is a fish that we know the 
trade impacted on very negatively. In fact, over the period of their popularity, their wild numbers 
were reduced by 50% or more, eventually placing them on the IUCN red list of species as 
ôendangeredõ. Reckless collectors, desperate for a quick buck, did unmentionable damage to their 
populations, but thatõs not to say this couldnõt have been avoided. Surely, this is just bad manage-
ment? 
 

 Going on the South American models, 
such as those involved with Project Piaba, re-
sponsible wild fish collection is not only easily 
managed, but also helps to sustain environ-
ments. Tragically, not enough of us will have 
heard of the ôbuy a fish, save a treeõ campaigns, 
but the ethos is staggeringly simple. By provid-
ing indigenous communities with a reliable in-
come for capture of key, abundant species, there 
is a removal for the need of environmental plun-
dering. Why hack and slash the forest for crops 
if you already have enough money to live on?  
 

 However, for many, the stigmatic idea 
that wild harvests undermine natural resources 
will be enough to thwart them into the farmed 
camp. 
 

 Farms, by contrast, provide a huge 
amount of the world trade in ornamental fish. In 
fact, figures suggest that around 90% of imports 
are from farmed sources over wild caught fish. 
The aquatics livestock trade is, after all, quite 
huge, and only a few years back was generating 
revenues of around some £2.8 billion globally. 
 

 Thatõs a lot of loot. Quite understandably 
farmers would want to be able to draw a steady 
source of income from a piece of it, and on the 
whole they do a good job. However, there can 
be, like so many things in life, a darker side to 
the farming, too.  
 

 The biggest is feeding. Much of the time 
the food used to feed farmed fish is other fish ð 
which need to be wild harvested.  

contõd on age 5 

PET PARADISE 

SUPERSTORE 
 

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995 
 

LONDONõS LARGEST SELECTION OF PUPPIES, 

KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND SMALL ANIMALS 
 

Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies 

Knowledgeable Friendly Staff 

Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates 

Pets Always Welcome! 
 

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND 

SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT 

YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP CARD. 
 

Our Store Hours: 

Mon-Friééé.9:30 a.m.ñ 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday..éé.9:30 a.m.ñ 8:00 p.m. 

Sundayéé...11:00 a.m.ñ 6:00 p.m. 
 

519-432-1600 
 

1080 Adelaide St. North 

London, Ontario 
 

w.petparadiselondon.com 
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It takes about 4.5kg of food protein to make 1kg of sellable fish, on average. The idea that farming has no im-

pact on wild resources is fallacious at best. Fish still get caught, albeit usually more common species. 
 

 However, there are naughtier antics, too. Depending on source, fish may have been subjected to long 

courses of antibiotic and other medicine treatments. They may have been exposed to growth and/or breeding 

hormones, and most damagingly of all, they can sometimes escape, getting back into wild waters and creating 

problems for native fish. On top of all this can be a huge demand for water by farms, pending the methods 

used. 
 

 Of course, farmed fish also give us many more varieties in freshwater, and allegedly stronger fish than 

wild caught with marine.  
 

 Variety is certainly good if youôre a fan of colour morphs, hybrids and other gimmicks like balloons or 

oversized dorsal fins. But thatõs wasted on me as, on the whole, I canõt stand such fish. But thatõs by 
the by. Farming can create a whole new market of fish with appeal to those who might not have 
ventured into fish without such choices. Be that right or wrong ethically, it doesnõt hurt the trade 
any. 
 

 But also, farms do indeed give breathing space to those fish that are being over-harvested in 
the wild, and I wonder how many species weõd have seen driven to extinction if pioneers werenõt 
out there finding a way to mass produce the fish that we want. Fish traditionally banned from ex-
port, like Zebra plecs, or Chained loach, would be completely inaccessible were it not for the en-
deavours of farms. And without this breathing space, you can be certain that thereõd be unscrupu-
lous traders willing to collect these fish illegally for export, potentially harming wild stocks even 
further.  
 

 Marine livestock is a whole new de-
bate again, and one Iõll only touch on 
lightly, but the biggest issue is currently 
the availability of stock aside from the tiny 
handful of species being currently bred.  
 

 
166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE    PHONE (519) 756 -6225  
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO               FAX (519) 756 -5140  

 

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca  
 

 

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies! 
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Of those that are farmed, there is good evidence that they are less prone to stress and disease than 
wild caught fish, and are better suited to aquarium life in general, in stark contrast to freshwater 
fish, where it is sometimes felt that wild fish, having had the pressures of ôsurvival of the fittestõ are 
generally healthier and in better form than their farmed kin.  
 

 Another interesting paradox with marine farmed fish is that they are often more expensive 
than their wild counterparts ð a polar opposite to the world of freshwater where farming reduces 
price ð which is slowing attempts to make them a standard option in stores.  
 

 So the debate will continue to go on. There are those who scream murder at the first hint of a 
net plunged into a wild river, and others who boycott farms, repulsed by colourful, man made vari-
ants on sale. Each side unfortunately overlooks the well-behaved elements of the otherõs position. 

Too often they ignore the ethical companies that do care and do trade sustainable, and dwell instead on what-

ever cases of denomination present them-

selves. 
 

 For me, I suspect that the future lay on 

both sides of this coin. I think there will al-

ways be a demand for quality wild stock, and I 

think that communities and eco systems will 

thrive where they are managed properly. I also 

think that farms will continue to dominate, es-

pecially in those areas where they provide fish 

that are otherwise hard to source, or that have 

dwindled in the wild. 
 

 But for now, Iôd just ask that you may-

be think about where your own fish are coming 

from ð because I can assure you theyôre gen-

erally not being produced en masse in small 

English breeding facilities just down the road 

from a retailer. Every penny you spend on a 

fish sends money one way or another, and per-

sonally I like to think that whoever ends up 

with my cash isnôt harming the planet in the 

process. And as Iôve said before, if weôre not 

responsible in what we do, we only lend 

weight to the arguments of those who are 

against our hobby. 
 

Why not take out a subscription to Practical 
Fishkeeping magazine? See our latest sub-
scription offer.   
 

Published:  Nathan Hill Friday 18 May 2012, 
11:13 am 

Thanks Bob 

Hours of Operation  
 

Monday -Thursday  
     11:00 a.m.ñ7:00 p.m. 
Friday    

10:00 a.m.ñ8:00 p.m. 
Saturday 
10:00 a.m.ñ5:00 p.m 

Sunday: 
    Closed 

11 Frank Street 
Strathroy, Ont.  
N7G 2R2 

519-245-0721 
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Artist uses ocean rubbish to build aquatic sculptures. 
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Submitted by:  Bob Steele, London Aquaria Society, September 2012 
 
 

 An Oregon artist has created a number of sculptures using 
trash from the ocean and beaches.  Angela Haseltine Pozzi's sculptures 
have gone on display in an exhibition to educate people, particularly 
children, about the hazards to marine life from rubbish discarded in 

the sea and on the beach. 
 

The display, called "Washed Ashore: Plastics, Sea Life and Art" features the 10' high fish called Henry, pic-
tured above, plus another dozen sculptures at the Chula Vista Nature Centre, California.  
 

 Pozzi and 500 volunteers scoured 60 miles of Oregon coastline over the course of a year, picking up 
7000 lb of marine debris such as plastic bottles, plastic rope and 
netting, flip-flop sandals, discarded buckets and spades, buoys 
and balls. But "it could be any beach in the world", Pozzi said. 
 

 The rubbish was cleaned and left exposed to the weather 
before either being cut and shredded, or used whole, to assemble 
the sculptures.   Other sculptures in the exhibition include a gi-
ant turtle, a seal and a jellyfish, which is made of plastic bags and 
water bottles. There's also a 12' high, 10' long whale bone cage 
created on a recycled steel frame and covered with bottles and 
jugs. 


