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Hatching Rainbowfish Eggs

ter. If your water is soft (< ~ 70
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hatching tray and perhaps a
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Rainbowfish eggs are
easy to hatch and the fry aren't
too very difficult if you know
the right tricks. Buying a mop
or a vial of eggs at an auction is
an easy way to obtain a whole
aquarium full of these amazing
fish.
There's nothing more
beautiful than a tank full of
lacustris or boesemani rainbows. Before you get started…

More often than not it
will kill the developing eggs.
Add about one cup of warm
(78-82 degrees F) freshly
dechlorinated water. Don't use
tank water as it contains lots of
bacteria and fungi, which can
destroy your eggs.
Higher
hatching temperatures promotes fungus & lower temperatures end up losing eggs too.

If you have obtained
multiple vials of eggs. Hatch
them separately and raise the
fry separately. Different species grow at different rates and
the big ones will eat the small
ones! Make sure you write
down the name of the species
on the tank AND in your log
somewhere in case you lose the
label. There are lots of blue
rainbows and yellow rainbows
so asking me to ID that yellow
rainbow I brought to your club
two years ago will not get you
anywhere! This is a method for
hatching small amounts of eggs
in shallow trays. You'll need a
small shallow tray that holds
about two to three cups of wa-

Carefully add the eggs
to the tray, taking a few minutes to acclimate them, especially if the temperatures or
water conditions are very different. ( My water is 125 ppm
GH and 2 degrees KH).
Separate them as much as
possible with an eyedropper, toothpicks or fine
point tweezers. If one egg
becomes fungused you
can remove it before it
spreads to another. Protect the tray from strong
light. Make sure you keep
it warm though. You can
float the tray in the tank
that you are going to use
for the hatched fry or

place it in a warm spot in your
fish room. Change the water in
the tray at least once every other
day. Large rainbowfish take
from 7-~ 11 days to hatch from
when they were laid. Pseudomugils can take as long as 1922 days. As fry hatch use an
eyedropper or cup and transfer
them. Then acclimate them to
the fry-raising tank. I like to use
2.5-5 gallon tanks for 12-50 fry.
Be careful with the 2.5 gallon
tank it is easy to lose water quality in a tank this small. If you
have a lot of fry go to the 5gallon size or even a 10-gallon.
A ten is what I most often use if
I'm hatching a large mop of
eggs. It is important that the
temperature of this fry-raising
tank be at least 80 degrees F,
preferably 82 degrees F.
cont’d on page 4
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Upcoming Events London Aquaria Society
February 9, 2010: Jerry Draper—Breeding Fish
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April 13, 2010: Larry Johnston—Trip to Africa.
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July , 2010: Club barbeque
August 10, 2010: No meeting
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President’s Message

Welcome back to the London Aquaria Society for another year in the hobby. I trust everybody had a great summer. The weather was on our side this year with lots of sun and more than
enough heat.
With the starting of another season we have our fish show and auction ahead of us at the end
of September. I hope you are ready for some bargains and to get rid of all the extra fish or equipment you have in your fish room. You can empty and then you can fill up the extra space with
something new.
The Guest speaker for September will be Brian Glazier and he will be doing a talk on Nutrition 101. All the different ways and means of feeding our fish and getting the best for our pets to
look after them properly. To help them live longer and healthier and with that we may have more
success in breeding them.
The BBQ was at the Gregg household in Dorchester. We had a great turn-out by the members
and a good time was had by all. We even had a few brave souls that went swimming. On behalf of
the club a big thank-you to Les Gregg for his hospitality.
The Jar Show for September will be Loaches, Suckers and Catfish as well as the Plant Class
and the Open Class. As usual we have our own club auction.
Ron Bishop
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas &
Saskatoon
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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Hatching Rainbowfish Eggs
cont’d from front page

Water cooler than 78 degrees will result in a loss of most of the fry in a few days. I have raised fry in
temperatures as high as 88 degrees F without any problems. Higher temperatures actually help
them grow faster. Add a few snails and an established sponge filter to the fry tank. Bubble the
sponge filter VERY SLOWLY! Rainbowfish fry live at the top 1/8-inch of the water for their first
few days and they will soon drown in "the surf" that you produce by heavy aeration. For a first
food you can use green water (say some), vinegar eels (good but time consuming) or use what I use.
There is a fry food by Ocean Star called APR (Artificial Plankton Rotifer) that is perfect for rainbows.
Sprinkle a little on the surface; don't mix it in the water. Feed twice a day, if possible more often.
Another good starting food is Golden Pearls 5-50 micron size. You can get it at Brine Shrimp Direct
& Ken’s Fish. In three to seven days they will be ready to eat newly hatched brine shrimp. A new
substitute for live baby brine shrimp is a product from Argent called Cyclop-eeze. It's a good
product to have on hand for feeding most fry. I also alternate other first foods with APR or feed a
powder mix including Chlorella powder, (health food store) spirulina, (not as good as Chlorella
though) and Astaxanthin powder (NatuRose), (which really brings out the reds early in red colored
fish. Can't find APR. Call Wet Thumb Aquatics (810) 725-0960, they take plastic. Buy the threeounce size, it will last a long time. Keep it in a tightly sealed container in your freezer, just a bit in
the fish room as it does go bad, same advice for all of the mentioned powdered foods. Go easy on
the feedings but the snails should clean up the excess. If you feed too much siphon off the bottom
debris. I usually like to wait about two weeks
before I do the first water change (about 20%),
PET PARADISE
which is then performed weekly. *** Make sure
SUPERSTORE
the water your add back is the same temperature
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
as the fry are very temperature sensitive. Once
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
they get about 6 weeks old I increase the
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND
percentage of water changed to 30%/week
SMALL ANIMALS
especially with a large hatch. For non-rainbows I
would most likely be performing weekly 50% • Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
water changes.
• Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
cont’d on page 5 • Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
• Pets Always Welcome!
RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND
SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario
London Aquaria Society
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Hatching Rainbowfish Eggs
cont’d from page 4

If you can remember to do smaller frequent water changes your bows will reward you with good
growth. Rainbows certainly grow slower than most tropical fish but if you keep doing your water
changes and keep them warm they will be producing their own eggs in six months. They seem to
grow faster if you leave a light on the fry 24 hours a day. They just seem to do better and more of
the fry seem to live. For eggs in a mop, I do basically the same thing except I add the mop directly
to the rearing tank with fresh dechlorinated water. A slight amount of bubbling to avoid surface
scum is all that is needed until they are hatched, and then you can add a sponge filter. Once the
young juveniles reach about 1 to 1.25 inches in length I start backing off of the temperature,
especially if I have raised them in the high eighties. Somewhere between 74 and 78 is fairly ideal for
juveniles and most adults. Many of your adult rainbows will actually do better at even lower
temperatures but most can thrive in temperatures anywhere between 70 and 80 degrees.
Practice this technique on your own rainbows so
that if you get a vial or a mop of eggs in the mail you’ll
already be familiar with the method and will be able to
raise the maximum amount of fish. With just a little work
up front you can have an aquarium full of constantly
moving color. There are still SO many new species of
rainbowfish that haven’t even been discovered yet!
So by all means do a little practicing so you can
have a whole school of these magnificent creatures.
There's always a new one just around the corner that will
tickle your fancy.

For Sale
2—120 gallon with stand,
canopy and glass top.
2—30 gallon aquariums
1—40 gallon aquariums
Don’t miss out on these great
deals. Call Roger @
519-666-3995 or
koimanrv@rogers.com
Koi for Sale
Call Lorraine @: 519-649-5019
or
koilady@execulink.com
London Aquaria Society

166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

PHONE (519) 756-6225

FAX (519) 756-5140

www.tropicalfishroom.ca

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
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Backyard Amazon
by: Chris Drew, London Aquaria Society, May, 1992
submitted by: Annette & Ron Bishop, September 13, 2010
Annette & Ron acquired a bunch of old newsletters a while ago
and wondered if I would be interested in copying some of the
articles in these old newsletters. I said that I would happily do
this and this particular newsletter had Bill Johnstons name on it.
I knew Bill from way back when, along with Dorothy and a few
others of the London Aquaria Society. So, without further ado,
here is the first article.
One of the most enjoyable aspects of keeping fish is the
idea of someday being able to visit an exotic location and collect
fish myself. Rainbow fish are my main interest, so naturally,
Australia and New Guinea are the places I’d most like to visit.
However, because of mortgages, children and poor luck with lotteries, I collect here at home for the time being.
In my own backyard there are some very interesting fish that can make collecting quite rewarding. Besides, it’s cheaper
and no inoculations are required.
I don’t recall how I became interested in Darters but once I had seen a Rainbow Darter I knew I had to have this
fish. The beauty of this exotic fish was that I could drive to a nearby creek and net it myself! What could be easier?
At the time I lived in Toronto and there are quite a few creeks and rivers in the area, so, I went Darter hunting.
The hunt turned out to be for a river clean enough to harbour life, let alone Darters! Fortunately, I’d read about the
Rouge River which was supposedly the last unspoiled river system in Toronto. I was skeptical but I decided to have a
look.
The Rouge is on the eastern edge of Toronto and runs through the Metro Zoo. There are plans to degrade the
area by constructing a dump, among other things, so visit it soon or it will be gone! Anyway, I investigated and discovered a magnificent little river full to bursting with aquatic life from crayfish to mad toms to bass and trout! I was very
excited...surely Darters were in this stream.
Well, I didn’t find any that first
summer but the following summer as I was
walking along the bank of the river I quite
accidentally noticed a fish dart under a
rock. Could it be?!!!!

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

cont’d on page 7

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Sunday

Closed

11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
London Aquaria Society
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Backyard Amazon
cont’d from page 6

After much effort and time, I managed to net a “Johnny Darter”. Now I was really excited because at last here was a
Darter. Now I was really excited because at last here was a Darter. He wasn’t a rainbow but until now I was beginning
to believe Darters were mythical.
I took a pair home and set them up in a ten gallon tank. By the way, as far as I have been able to discover, a
fishing license is all that’s required to collect and maintain these fish, so please comply!
My tanks had a gravel substratum, an outsider power filter and an air stone. Aeration is the most important aspect of keeping Darters in my opinion. I was concerned about food, although I had caught minnows and sticklebacks the
previous summer and they had done well on prepared foods. Darters are supposed to be more difficult so I fed them live
food which I buy (when available) or which I collect myself (another excuse to visit the river!). The Darters did very
well with regimen.
When winter came and I could no longer collect food, I switched to frozen foods with good results (brine shrimp
and mosquito larvae). About this time I discovered freeze dried Canada Gold Pacific Plankton by Murex of B.C. I was
using it for my Rainbow fish and they went wild for it. I tried it on my darters and they too enjoyed it. This food is the
best freeze dried food there is-no exceptions! I credit it with enabling me to successfully maintain Darters without using
live foods. I recommend it for any fish that is carnivorous.
Summer rolled around again and I returned to the happy fishing ground but all I kept turning up in the way of
Darters was the “Johnny”. No matter, it was a lot of fun to enjoy the other fish that landed in my net as well as the bird
and animal life and the near wilderness of the area. I could go out and not see another person all day. Sometimes in Toronto, that is a relief! Then one hot August day I dipped in my net and when I inspected the contents, there he was! A
fully coloured mature Rainbow Darter! No collecting trip to the Amazon could have provided more excitement than the
moment I saw this beautiful fish, decked out in brilliant reds and greens! I was also very frustrated because I didn’t have
a spare tank at home to keep this fish. I let him go. But, I now knew Rainbow Darters existed and I knew where to find
them, how to catch them and how to care for them.
I returned the following week and collected another male. Three years and one “Best of the Show” Award later,
this fish still lives in my tanks with additional Darters of other species.
I moved to London two years ago and continued hunting for Darters. There are ten species which are found in
Canadian waters around Southern Ontario. So far I have managed to collect six. Of those six (some are easier to keep
than others). I currently keep five species.
One species in particular is found in Canada, only in the Thames system, that being the Green sided Darter. This
summer I hope to turn my attention to breeding and rearing Darters. I’ll be sure to inform you as to my progress.
cont’d on page 8
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Backyard Amazon
cont’d from page 7

For anyone wishing to try their hand at Darters, there is a wealth of information. Each of the three major
hobby magazines has had an article within the last year or so ad there are several books on the subject. I
would encourage you to give them a try because they are unique to (Eastern North America only), sometimes
very colourful and the exercise of collecting will get you out into our waterways where you’ll appreciate what
exactly we are doing to them. It is refreshing and very much the exception to find a clean, clear stream these
days.
If you need any help with equipment or trapping and maintenance techniques, please feel free to call
me at 641-1082. Now that summer’s approaching, it’s more than likely that I’ll be out looking for Darters but
I’ll be sure to leave my answering machine on!

Mystery Snails
By: Aileen Karges, Preston‐Galt Bulletin, November 1966
Submitted by: Annette and Ron Bishop, London Aquaria Society,
September 2010

Mystery snails in my experience are a good scavenger as
they will gather up gravel from your tank and clean it, then
continue on their way up and down the inside of your tank.
They will climb up the stem of a plant and out onto the leaves
and clean the film and food that would pollute your tank.
The Mystery snails live in any type of water in my ex‐
perience and need no special requirements as to pH or hardness. They will survive in tempera‐
tures from 65*F. and up. They are an attractive addition in your tank and unlike the red snails, the
mystery snail may be stopped from multiplying. But I’m getting ahead of myself and I will ex‐
plain later.
The Mystery snail is bi‐sexual and has both male and female organs inside one shell, thus
enabling it to lay fertile eggs. The egg laying process is fascinating (if you find one of your mys‐
tery’s laying eggs take a few minutes to watch). The snail comes right out of the water on the in‐
side of the glass and proceeds to clean it. Then the process starts—the eggs seem to come from
well inside the shell and is brought up on an escalator apparatus and is deposited on the pre‐
cleaned glass. This is continued until every egg is put into place (it resembles a honey comb of a
bee). Every egg has a designed place with a pinkish white colour and when completed resembles
this. It varies in size from one inch to two inches. The size gets bigger as the snail lays time after
time.
cont’d on page 9
London Aquaria Society
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Mystery Snails
cont’d from page 8

The Mystery snail will take care of the eggs and keep them moist and put secretions over them un‐
til they are ready to drop. DO NOT bring your water level up until the eggs have hatched as the
unhatched snails will drown. (If they drop into the tank, just stick them back onto the glass above
the water line.) Unlike red snails the reproduction of Mystery’s may be stopped by removal of the
eggs.
If you’ve decided to keep them and raise them, just leave them on the glass above the water
level and in about 10 days to two weeks they will begin to drop to the bottom of the tank. You
won’t see them again for three days to one week. (Don’t take the gravel out as you are liable to kill
them.) Do not move them until they are the size of a dime. I have found that Mystery snails, the
same as fish, grow quickest in a well fed tank. If you don’t have any Mystery snails in your tank,
why not try some.
Clown Loach Coloration & Marking Variations
By: Martin Thoene — last modified Dec 07, 2008 08:11 PM
http://www.loaches.com/articles/clown-loach-coloration-marking-variations

An article explaining regional variations in Clown Loaches, the reasons for color changes and the variations
in stripe pattern.
The reasons for this article:
Throughout the Loaches On-Line Web Forum, there are repeated questions and discussions about Clown
Loach coloring and markings. I've tried to collate this information in order that people can better understand the differences discussed. A picture speaks a thousand words, so I've tried to illustrate the regional
color variations seen in the species, plus an example of a fish "Graying Out" as we've come to call this particular appearance. The only limitation on accuracy here is my colored pens and how accurately the picture
scans. However, it should provide a useful guide. Some fish exhibit
stripe patterns that are very different to the accepted "norm", and I've
tried to illustrate the basic pattern differences.
Borneo

Regional Color Variation:
Clown Loaches are found throughout Borneo and Sumatra. Due to regionally separated breeding groups, certain bio-diversity has lead to distinct differences which may not be particularly noticeable until you
place two fish from different areas beside one another. Fish from Borneo, in all the examples I've seen, tend to be overall less colorful than
fish from Sumatra. Sumatran fish seem to have a "glow" about them.
I would say that the quickest ID could be made by looking at the color
of the pelvic fins. Fish from Borneo have a black area in the base and
center of the fin, and usually the front (hard) ray is red/orange in color,
with the end of the fin being clear, smoky, or slightly red, whilst in Sumatran fish the fin is all red/orange.
cont’d on page 10
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Clown Loach Coloration & Marking Variations
cont’d from page 9

Other differences are that the Dorsal and Anal fins have less yellow at their lead edges in Sumatran fish. Also
the rear stripe extends onto the Caudal Peduncle in Borneo fish, but not in Sumatran. Sumatran's tend to have
some redness from the Caudal extending into the Caudal Peduncle.
Clowns also come from Kalimantan, and the fish from here are basically like Sumatrans, but have more intense red coloration. The source article for this information states that Sumatran fish have a kind of silver
sheen to the body not seen in Kalimantan fish.
"Graying Out"
This is a term we've come to use here as a description of one particular color mode seen in our fish. New
owners of Clowns are always posting panicked messages, assuming that there's something drastically wrong
with their new fish. Usually, there is no problem at all.
Clowns are able to change their coloration within certain parameters. These changes can be based on mood,
aggression, possibly stress and other factors. The illustration shows a fish sitting at a slight tail-down attitude
with fins spread. This position will often be taken accompanied by "graying out", during mock fights between Clowns. These fights are often referred to as "Sparring", and are used to determine the natural pecking
order within a group. People have theorized that "gray" fish are sub-dominant when they remain this color
for prolonged periods, but I have noticed that my Dominant (Alpha) fish is often the one showing this color.
They can change from regular coloration to "gray" quite quickly, particularly at feeding time, when many
squabbles break out. Depending on one's tank lighting, this color change may show a kind of greenish, metallic sheen to the whole body, most noticeable over the stripes. The edges of the stripes tend to have a sort of
paler area than the rest of the stripe.
Stripe Variations
The vast majority of Clowns we see have a "Classic" stripe pattern as in the color drawings. However, once in
a while, some fairly funky variations are seen. These are just genetic variations that throw up odd patterns.
I've illustrated the most common variations that I've seen. They seem to fall into 6 basic categories, but variations in marking sizes, plus combinations of the patterns shown are almost certain to occur. These fish can
provide their owner with a readily identifiable fish that can only add to the cuteness of the pet by its uniqueness.
I've taken it upon myself to give the variations a name, so that any future talk of a particular pattern might
be clearer once everyone's memorized them. However, if anyone has better suggestions for a name for any
particular pattern, they can be changed.

A

A.) "Jigsaw" I'd call this a second stripe
Jigsaw, as the stripe looks like a Jigsaw
piece.

B

B.) "3rd Stripe Fragmentation"
C.) "2nd Stripe, Top & Bottom Spot"
Spot on back and belly.
C D.) "Saddle" 2nd stripe only over back

D

like a saddle.
cont’d on page 11
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Clown Loach Coloration & Marking Variations
cont’d from page 10

E.) "Side Spot" Self-explanatory.
F.) "1-2 Join" 1st & 2nd stripes joined
at top.
Editor’s Note: Please check out this website as it has more information and pictures than what I was able
to put into the newsletter.
Hi Lorraine – Just a quick update. The pond is finished except for the finishing details. It is going to turn out far better than I had imagined, considering I was flying by
the seat of my pants throughout. The filter, although a bit challenging to get into
place, works perfectly. A small leak at the outlet, but I’m not going to worry about it
at the moment. Wow, did it clear up fast. It went from a murky, muddy, no bottom
water hole to a clear bubbling oasis. I’ve just put a couple of fish in the help stir it up
a bit more, to clean out the mosquito larvae, and to get the biological action started. I
trust you completely about the filter remaining clean and that’s a good thing. It won’t
be checked until the fall. I can’t pull it out from under the deck! However, I can get
the top filter material out and I’ve cleaned it often so far. I have screening on the top, but the darn thing keeps
poking my fingers and grabbing the filter material. I swear at it a lot. I was in the dollar store yesterday and I saw
a mesh bag that had holes just the same size as the screen. So I’m going to try it instead of the screen. I’ll let you
know how it works. At least it won’t put holes in my fingers!
I’m not sure I thanked you sufficiently, so thank you again for your work, supplies, input, and advice. It
was so nice to see your place and your beautiful Koi! One day maybe I’ll befriend one. In the meantime I’ll stick
with my beloved goldfish.
While I was setting the stones (over and over again) I was joined every afternoon by a large toad Deanna
has named Trevor. He has declared the new pond to be his. He comes out every day like clockwork and sits in
the sunshine that beats down on the rocks. He moves to a new rock when his spot becomes shady. He is the first
wildlife to adopt that pond. I’m sure the frogs won’t be far behind. And I dearly hope the raccoons stay far, far
away! So far, so good.
Thanks again to you and Steve! See you next Tuesday.
P.S. If you still have that baby Jack-in-the-Pulpit plant, I’d be thrilled to have it.
Cheers! Nancy.
Hi Nancy:
I was so glad to hear that you have your filter up and running but not so happy to hear that you will have
trouble getting to the filter to check the bio-media out. I’m also anxious to hear about the scrubbies and how
they are staying clean with this filter. Just remember that if you do find some of the scrubbies turning green with
sludge, it means that somehow, the water from the pond is getting around the window screening or whatever
you’re using to trap debris from the bottom of the pond. Can’t wait to see you at the September meeting so that
we can talk about how it’s working.
You certainly have thanked me and I’m so very happy that I could be of some help.
Hugs, Lorraine
London Aquaria Society
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Year End
B.A.P./H.A.P. 2010
Well, another year of breeding our fish ad propagating our plants has come to an end and
a new year is just beginning. Here is a list of fish bred since my last report.
Karl Baumgarten
Otopharynx lithobates
Aulonocara stuartgratyi cobue
Otopharynx tetrasigma
Auloncara kandeense
Protomelas taeniolatus namalenji
Julidochromis orantus
Neolamprologus brichardi fulwe
Neolamprologs savoryi
Labeotropheus trewavasse “Mphanga”
Astatoilapia aenecolor
Opthalmotilapia ventralis “Kalambo”
Psudotropheus demansoni

Metriaclimia sp. Msobo “Higga Reef”
Sciaenochromis fryeri “Maleri” Is
Aulonocara jacobpreibergi “Undo reef”
Altolamprologus compressiceps “Dwarf Sumbu”
Astatotilapia calliptera
Cyprichomis leptosoma “Mplungu”
Girardinus falcatus
Limia perugae
Metriaclima cyaneusmarginatus “Nkhomo Reef”
Metriaclima lombardoi
Metriaclima patricki “Jalo Reef”
Xiphophorus evelynae

Here are the final stands for 2009/2010
Karl Baumgarter……………….360 pts.
Annette & Ron Bishop……….195 pts.
Mike Milne………………………...75 pts.
Carol Hains………………………..50 pts.

Lloyd Swance…………………..5 pts.
Robert Kuik……………………..5 pts.
Sean Patrick…………………….5 pts.
Plants

Karl Baumgarten has won this annual H.A.P. Award for plant person of the year with 100 pts.
Congratulations everyone, keep up the good work.

Stephen

Banjo Catfish
aquariums.suite101.com/article.cfm/banjo_catfish_in_the_aquarium
Banjo catfish are nocturnal species and have gained the nickname
"invisible fish" because they lay idle in daylight and can easily blend in with
rocks and substrate. The name of Banjo catfish is in reference to their body
shape. Their head is fairly flat in appearance and the tail fin is narrow. It somewhat resembles the look of a banjo.
The natural habitat for Banjo catfish are the major rivers in South America, such as the Orinoco and Amazon. They are a member of the Aspredinidae
family and the smaller species can be kept in an aquarium. Most Banjo catfish
reach a size of no greater than eight inches, but there are a couple of species that
grow a bit bigger.
cont’d on page 15
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London Aquaria Society
Monthly
Show (September 2010 to June 2011)
Jar Show
Fish Jar
Results
Objectives:
Name
Month
Fish Name
Sponsor
Award
to
allow
club
members
to
learn
more
about
a
variety
of
fish
and
plants
through
first-hand
viewing
and
Karl Baumgarten
April
Lyretail Swordtail (Xiphophorus hellerii)
Southwestern Pet Centre Best of Show
conversation
with other
members
Mike
Milne
April club Family
- Melanochromis auratus
Tropical Fish Room
Best of Show
- to give recognition to club members for keeping healthy fish and plants
John Swick

April

Characoids female Blind Cave Tetra (Astyanax sp.)

Red

Point
System:
John
Swick

April

Characoids, male Blind Cave Tetra (Astyanax sp.)

Blue

Annette
& Ron
April
Characoids,
Hatchet CAOAC
fish
- entries
willBishop
be judged
(preferably
by a certified

as follows:
James
Kelly

April

White
judge if possible) and awarded points and ribbons

Characoids, Black Tetra (Gymnocorymbus ternetzi)

first
= April
10 points,
red ribbonRed Eye Tetra (Moenkhausia sanctaefilomenae)
Bob Steele
Characoids,
second = 7 points,
blue ribbon Blind Cave Tetra (Astyanax sp.)
Annette and Ron Bishop April
Characoids
third
= 4 points, white ribbon
Annette and Ron Bishop April
Characoids
Black Tetra (Gymnocorymbus ternetzi)
each entry = 1 point (no ribbon is awarded)
Karl Baumgarten

April

open Lyretail Swordtail (Xiphophorus hellerii)

Red

Show&Rules:
Annette
Ron Bishop

April

open Twig catfish (Farlowella acus)

Blue

1. Anonymity:
Annette
& Ron Bishop

April

open Albino Corydoras sp.

White

- names
of entrants will
disclosed
until
after judging
is completed
Karl
Baumgarten
Aprilnot beopen
Lyretail
Swordtail
(Xiphophorus
hellerii)
2. Age& classes,
who April
can enter:
Annette
Ron Bishop
open Mickey Mouse Platy (Xiphophorus maculatus)
- there
will be two classes:
andAuratus
junior Cichlid (Melanochromis auratus)
Mike
Milne
April senior
Family

- allMilne
members aged 17
or over Family
as of September
1st must
compete as seniors
Mike
April
Neolamprologus
pulcher
- all fish and plants must be entered in the jar show by their LAS owners only
Annette & Ron Bishop
April
Family Limia perugiae
- junior members only, do not have to be present to enter fish or plants in the jar show
Annette & Ron Bishop
April
Family Acestrorhynchus falcatus
• all fish and plants must be owned by the participant for 30 days prior to being entered
James Kelly

April

Red
Blue
White

Family Tri-coloured Guppys (Poecilia reticulata)

3. Show CategoriesApril
continued:
Bob Steele
Family Green Swordtails (Xiphophorus hellerii)
- the
plant category April
is always open
all types
Bob
Steele
Familyto Green
Swordtails (Xiphophorus hellerii)
open
fish
category
means
any
type
of
fish
or
any other water
animal
can be entered
?
April
Family Endlers Livebearers
(Poecilia
wingei)
- other fish categories are of a certain type of fish for those months
- family category means both parents and
fryPlant
(fry noResults
more than 4 months old) are judged as a group and
Jar6 to10
Show
are compared to other families, families may only be entered in October and April
- within
judged
separately from live bearers
Namethe family category,
Month egg layers will bePlant
Name
Sponsor
Award
pairs
category
means
a
male
and
a
female
of
one
species
are
judged
as
a
group
and
compared
to
other
pairs,
Karl Baumgarten
April
open Anubius barteri
Red
pairs may only be entered in November and in May, the pair may be shown together in 1 jar or in 2 separate
James Kelly
April
open Java Moss (Versicularia dubyana or Taxiphyllum barbieri)
Blue
jars if one fish may injure the other
4. Number of Fish:
- an individual fish can only be entered for the jar show competition once per year
- only one fish is allowed in one jar in any category (other than the family category in October and April)
- if more than one fish is found in a jar then:
1) the fish must be separated so that only one fish is found in each jar to be entered
or 2) the jar with multiple fish will not be judged
- the only time two fish may be shown in one jar is when they are entered in the pairs category in November and in
May
5. Fish Criteria:
- fish are judged according to size, colour, fins, disposition, condition and overall appearance
- fish showing signs of disease may be disqualified

London Aquaria Society
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London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show (September 2010 to June 2011)
cont’d from page 13

6. Containers:
- fish and plants should be displayed in: small aquaria, square gallon jars or flat-sided drum fish bowls
- round jars or round fish bowls should not be used because the round glass distorts the shape of the fish or
plant
- no gravel or backgrounds are permitted in fish display tanks
7. Plants Criteria:
- the plants category is always “open” which means any type of true aquatic plant can be entered
- a true aquatic plant is one which, in the wild or native state, can be found as:
a) free floating,
b) rooted with leaves floating at the surface of the water or projecting into the air,
c) completely submerged as a normal occurrence at some time during the course of one calendar year
- non-aquatic plants (such as Lucky bamboo [Dracaena sanderiana], Aluminum plant [Pilea cadierei] and
Crimson Ivy [Hemigraphis colorata]) will not be judged
- a plant may be shown in a pot or shown with exposed roots that are weighted down for judging purposes
- if separated, more than one plant entry may be kept in one tank
- see rule number 6 above for appropriately shaped containers
8. Entry Fee:
- a fee of 25 cents per entry is required to help cover the cost of the ribbons
- one family entry or one pair entry costs 25 cents regardless of how many jars are used to show each entry
9. Registration times and results:
- entries should be registered with the Jar Show Chairman (Sarah Lee) by 7:30 pm or the start of the program on the night of the monthly meeting
- results of the jar show will be announced before the end of every monthly meeting
- at the June meeting: - annual awards will be presented to the top three members who accumulate the highest number of points in the fish competition
- separate awards will be presented to the top three members with the highest number of points in the plant
Competition.
Month

Plant

Fish Categories

September open

open Loaches, Suckermouth, Catfish, (Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos)

October

open Cichlids-substrate spawning (Angels, Kribs, Rams, etc.)

open

Class

Family

November open

open Cyprinids (Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras, White Clouds, etc.)

December open

open No jar show due to Christmas Party.

January

open

open Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian, etc.), Swordtails

February

open

open Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish

March

open

open Mollies, Platies

April

open

open Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars, etc.)

Family

May

open

open Cichlids—Mouthbrooding (Guentheri, Aulonacara, etc.)

Pairs

June

none

none Due to Awards Night.

London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar
September 18, 2010:

Sarnia Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION)

September 19, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
September 26, 2010: London Aquaria Society. (ANNUAL SHOW & AUCTION)
October 3, 2010: Hamilton & District Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION) Waterdown Legion, Waterdown,
Ontario.
October 17, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
(

October 24, 2010: Kitchener-Waterloo Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION)
October 31, 2010: St Catharines & Area Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION)
November 7, 2010:

Peel Regional Aquarium Society. (AUCTION ONLY)

November 21, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
December 12, 2010: (Christmas pot luck lunch following the executive meeting.) (Membership and Insurance applications are due.) (Author and Advanced Author applications are due.)
10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 a.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.

Banjo Catfish
cont’d from page 12

Nocturnal Habits of Banjo Catfish
Banjo catfish are nocturnal and rarely make any type
of movement in the daylight hours. They like to nestle in
substrate and spring into action after dark. Many aquarium
owners are fooled into thinking the fish are dead. The minute an owner tries to scoop the fish with a net, they will suddenly swim away.
In an aquarium, the best way to see Banjo catfish in
action is to wait for an hour after shutting off the lights.
Then shine a low-powered flashlight into the tank and the Banjo catfish will be actively swimming. Too
bright of a light will send them back into hiding at the bottom of the tank. Another good way to watch
Banjo catfish in the darkness is to install a red light fixture.
Aquarium Requirements for Banjo Catfish
Banjo catfish do well in a tank on their own or with other fish. They prefer the company of other
Banjo catfish because in the wild, they travel in packs for self-protection.

London Aquaria Society

Page 15

COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE
OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 20 TO 275 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members

London Aquaria Society
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