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General Meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at
John Paul II at the corner of Oxford and
Highbury. The club shuts down in July
& August for the summer season.

Substrate Spawning
Cichlids
Neolamprolongus
cus

cylindri-

www.bigskycichlids.com/
Ncylindricus_article.htm

Systematics. The genus Lamprologus was long recognized
as a diverse group of substrate spawning cichlids
groups with distant ancestry.
The type species for the genus Lamprologus, L. congoensis, is a fluvial, substrate
spawning cichlid thus the
genus Lamprologus is currently restricted to only riverine forms (Sturmbauer et al.
1994). Note Konings (1998)
assigns several species (many
commonly known as "shelldwellers") with unresolved
phylogeny to the genus
“Lamprologus” (the parenthesis denote unknown/
unresolved taxonomy). Colombe and Allgayer (1985)
proposed several new genera
to begin separation of this
diverse group of cichlids
commonly
called
"Lamprologines". They proposed the genus Neolamprologus to represent one
group of substrate spawning
species occurring in Lake
Tanganyika. The type species
for the Neolamprologus group
is N. tetracanthus.

Natural habitat. N. cylindricus
is considered a close relative
of N. leleupi and replaces the
later in a range extending
from Isanga northward to
Karema on the southeastern
shore of Lake Tanganyika
(Konings 1998). Local variants of this species are not
known though individuals
collected towards the southern end of the range are reported to have greater yellow
coloration
(so-called
"goldhead cylindricus") between the dark bars versus
the white/black coloration of
most known populations.
The habitat of this species is
typical for small substrate
spawners, consisting of rocky
coastline where this species is
generally restricted to 10 m
or less in depth (Konings
1998).
Captive Maintenance. This
moderate sized species is
well-suited to a captive environment. N. cylindricus is
monomorphic
with
similar aged males
generally a bit large in
size than females. Lone
individuals may be
maintained in community aquaria of 40 gallons or more. Pairs
may be maintained in
community aquaria of
at least 55 gallons or
smaller species only

tanks. Most Tanganyika substrate spawners will not tolerate intra-specific (same
species) tank mates beyond a single
bonded pair such that an adult pair may
attempt to eliminate intra-specific tank
mates in all but the largest aquaria. Breeding pairs will also occupy and defend rocky
territories for spawning and rearing of fry
sometimes to the exclusion of other species.
Large, well planned community tanks will
allow co-existence and breeding in the
presence of other species or breeding pairs
may be maintained in smaller, pair-only
breeding tanks. A well-planned community tank will have several separate rock
areas separated by open spaces. Suitable
tank mates for this species include cichlids
in the genus Altolamprologus, Chalinochromis,
Julidochromis,
some
"Lamprologus" (shell-dwellers), Cyprichromis, and in large aquaria Opthalmotilapia. Most other Neolamprologus species
should be avoided due the requirements
for similar, relatively large territories; notably N. leleupi should be avoided due to possible hybridization concerns. Pairs may be
obtained by raising a group of juveniles
until a pair forms, at which time removal of
all others is usually required.
cont’d on page 5
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President’s Message
Was that the shortest summer on record or what? We had the BBQ at the Gregg household and we had a
good turnout for this event. Thank-you once again Les and Marg Gregg for your backyard and your hospitality. I
have heard that Les’s fish are even breeding for him. He has a good spawn of Bristle nose plecos on the go. Good
work Les.
We went down to Brantford to enjoy the BBQ they put on for the Brant Challenge. What a great job they did
on this event, lots to eat and lots of friendship was shared and passed on by all. I am proud to say we had more than
twenty members at this event and it seemed that all enjoyed themselves. A big thank-you from all of us.
We have a full slate of events planned for this year. Lots of guest speakers are already booked. So this should
be a very interesting year. I hope everybody enjoys this years events. Our Fish Show and Auction are in the making
for months end. We are looking for class sponsors, if you are interested get in touch with Stephen Gregson.
The guest speakers for September will be the staff from London’s newest fish store. The owners of A Box of
Water will be at the meeting to introduce themselves and to meet the members of the club. They opened this summer
on Hamilton Road by the Ealing Drug Store. I personally wish them all the success in the future.
We have the T- shirts on hand and will have them at the next meeting. They are a great value at $10.00 each.
The fish show for September General Meeting will be Loaches, Suckers and Catfish
along with the Open Fish and Plant Class. The auction will be back as always and we
ask you to put your initials on any bag you put up for auction to make it easy to identify.
Looking forward to a great year.
Ron Bishop
President
London
Aquaria
Society
Alyssa
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas &
Saskatoon
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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Annette and Ron Bishops Tropical Fish Tale
Annette and Ron have been in the tropical fish hobby for a number of years. Annette 2 years and
Ron, 15 years and Ron has belonged to the London Aquaria Society for 40 years.
Right now they have 25 tanks with some rare livebearers and some Cichlids, and they have bred
about 200 species. They have a large variety of species with a mixture of different types of plants. They
have been very lucky over the years and have not really had any troubles with parasites or infections. If they
did have some minor troubles they used aquarium salt and heat and they were quite successful.
As for filtration, they use outside, under gravel and sponge filters and they make one third water
changes weekly. When asked how often Ron and Annette feed they’re fish, the response was, as often as I
can. :)
Hornwort
Ceratophyllum demersum

http://naturalaquariums.com/plants/ceratophyllum.html

Commonly called Hornwort, this is an old standby that will grow where other plants
won't, though I've heard it does not grow well in softer water. Hornwort is a fast growing
plant. In lower light it is somewhat thin and bright green. As light intensity increases the plant
gets bushier and in high light turns red.
Hornwort is a floating plant. Don't try to root it. Pieces placed in the ground will die, the rest of the
plant will float back to the surface.
This is a great plant for breeding projects. It works well for hiding the fry from parents or other fish in
the tank. It's also very handy for using in bare tanks since it doesn't need gravel.

Monthly Jar Show Competition

PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE

September—Loaches, Suckermouth, Catfish,
( Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos)…...Open Plants

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

October—Cichlids—substrate spawning (Angels,
Kribs, Rams, etc.) Family, Open Plants

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF PUPPIES,
KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND SMALL ANIMALS
•

November—Cyprinids (Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, •
Danios, Sharks, Rasboras, White Clouds etc.)
•
Open Plants
•

Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

December—No jar show due to Christmas Party.
January—Guppies (Fancy,
Swordtails, Open Plants

Trinadadian,

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU
etc.), PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

February—Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish,
Open Plants
March—Mollies, Platies, Open Plants
April—Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish,
Dollars, etc.) Family, Open Plants
May—Cichlids -mouthbrooding
Aulonacara, etc.) Open Plants
June—No jar show due to Elections
London Aquaria Society

Silver

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……….9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday..…….9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday……...11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600

(Guentheri, 1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com
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Substrate Spawning Cichlids
cont’d from page 1
Females outside of the dominant
pair can sometimes be maintained
in larger aquaria and males
spawning with multiple females
have been reported, however behavior of any pair during spawning towards intraspecific tankmates can be unpredictable. Reproduction is similar to other substrate spawning cichlids. Spawning takes place in a darkened,
cave-like area. Overturned 4" clay
flowerpots with a hole in the side
just large enough to permit an
adult parent work well for this. A
total of 30-70 relatively small,
olive colored eggs attached to a
surface are generally produced.
Parents will vigilantly guard the
eggs and surrounding territory.
Hatching occurs in approximately
4-5 days and fry are freeswimming by 14-16 days. Parents
will continue to guard fry for an
extended period of time in community aquariums; though fry
may be excluded from the territory prior to a new spawning taking place. Fry may be fed crushed
prepared flake or pellet foods but
frozen or hatched baby artemia or
any of a number of other dried
artemia/artemia replacement
feeds, high in protein and lipid,
will support increased growth
rates and improved survival.

Freshwater Angel Fish
http://www.aqua-fish.net/show.php?h=angelfish

Angel Fish are one of the most beautiful kind of tropical freshwater
aquarium fish. They also have a strong personality and it is a pleasure to care
for them. They like to attract attention when somebody is nearby, or at feeding time. They are one of the first fish which were brought from America and
they are very popular. They were brought to Europe around 1820 and in 1930
Angel Fish were bred in captivity in the United States for the first time.
In nature Angel Fish live in the Amazon River in South America.
They can be found in bulrushes where they can find shelter. They grow and
live in big crowds but this fact doesn’t mean, that they can’t swim free. Because of their flat body they have no problems if they are squeezed close to
each other. They come out from the bulrushes when they want to play. But
when there is any sign of an enemy, they swim back into the rushes. There
they are well protected, because it is like they are behind a fence, so the enemy
can’t get through to them.
Angel Fish need a large tank. This is because they are quite big fish.
The aquarium should be high, because they like to swim up and down, and
they are tall too, so they need space horizontally, not just vertically. I think
that a height of 50 cm is quite good. If you
want to breed Angel Fish, the minimum size
of the tank for a breeding pair of Angelfish is
70 litres, but if you want to leave the fries in
the tank with their parents, it should be 110
litres or larger. Just imagine: 2 fully grown
Angel Fish and 200 or 300 fries. Pretty big
crowd isn’t it. The larger the tank the more
security for eggs and young and comfort
there is.
cont’d on page 10

166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

PHONE (519) 756-6225
FAX (519) 756-5140

www.tropicalfishroom.ca

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
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Plant-Vallisneria gigantea
h t tp : / / i ma g es . g o o gl e.c a / i m gr e s ? i m g u rl = h ttp : / / w w w . t a n k- a qu a ri u m .c o m / u p l / I ma g e /
vallisneria_gigantea2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tank-aquarium.com/freshwater-quarium-plants/plantvallisneria-gigantea.
Large plant with linear leaves the bright or the dark green color, reaching length more than 1 meter. To
contain vallisneria gigantea huge follows in an aquarium of great volume. The plant is rather unpretentious, but because of greater sizes seldom contains aquarium-man. It grows in regular intervals within all
year. For vallisneria gigantea tropical and moderately warm aquariums approach.
The most suitable temperature of water 20-26 °Ñ . To reduce temperature up to 18 °Ñ and below it is not
recommended. Vallisneria gigantea as well as other representatives of this sort, it is not so exacting to
structure of water and its rigidity, but grows in soft sub acidic water is a little bit better. The general rigidity should be less than 8 °. Regular substitution of water is not obligatory, as vallisneria gigantea grows
well both in old, and in fresh water.
Illumination of an aquarium where this plant contains should be bright enough. It is necessary to consider,
that long leaves vallisneria gigantea huge shade below the located plants,
therefore except for strong top illumination it is necessary to make additional
lateral illumination. Duration of light day should be about 12 hours.
The ground for vallisneria gigantea is necessary nutritious enough. In a new
ground under roots it is expedient to add clay. In the further for a feed of a
plant the silt which has collected in a ground quite suffices. Character of a substratum of value has no, it is possible to use a pebble of any size and sand. For
maintenance of correct development of root system thickness of a layer of a
ground should be not less than 7 centimeter.
Additional mineral top dressing in the general aquarium usually do not make.
It is necessary to consider, that vallisneria gigantea badly transfers presence at
water of many mineral substances. So, surplus of ions of sodium essentially
breaks its growth. In this connection to add in water soda and salt it is neces-

sary with the big care.
New Meeting Location
John Paul II Secondary School,
1300 Oxford Street at Highbury Ave.
Driving Instructions: School is located on the corner of Highbury Ave.
and Oxford St. School driveway can
be accesed from either direction off
Oxford St. or by heading north on
Highbury Ave. Parking is available
at either end of the school and access
is through the main doors which face
Oxford St. Meetings will be held in
the cafetorium which is just off the
foyer inside the main doors.
London Aquaria Society

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday 10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Closed

11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ontario
N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
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C.A.O.A.C. Convention
50th Anniversary
The 2009 CAOAC convention was very successful. There were approximately 110 people for the convention dinner and more showed up for the
auction. Our show had over 300 entries with the Best In Show going to
Shawn and William Austin of Brant Aquarium Society for their Black
Molly, Anthony McAslin of Cambridge & District Aquarium Society for
High Aggregate and Jonathan Samson of Kitchener Waterloo Aquarium Society for Junior High
Aggregate.
There were over 500 items for sale in the auction with them all receiving a good price. All 4
speakers were enthusiastically applauded for their interesting and entertaining talks.
We would like to thank Heiko Bleher, Bob Fenner, Gary Lange and Rein Breitmaier for taking
time out of their busy schedules to join us. There were too many sponsors and donors to list
but we must mention Rolf C. Hagen Inc. for sponsoring Heiko Bleher and Big Al’s Aquarium Services for sponsoring Bob Fenner and Gary Lange. Both sponsors donated to the auction as well.
A commemorative souvenir brochure will be published shortly which will include photos of this
convention. It will be sent to all attendees including speakers and sponsors. We would like to
thank Terry Little, Lisa and Ken Boorman, Tony Bernard and Sarah Langthorne for without their
help, this convention would not have happened. A financial report is forthcoming.
Carl McCleary & Dave Boehm
June 28/09 CAOAC Executive & General Meetings (exec at 1030 am, general following BBQ)
NOTE: Fourth Sunday of the Month

NOTE: President’s BBQ at 12 Noon

NOTE: Committee heads are chosen
Sept. 12/09 SARNIA AQUARIUM SOCIETY Show & Auction (sanctioned)
Sept. 20/09 CAOAC Executive & General Meetings (exec at 1030 am, general at 12 noon)
NOTE: Budgets are reviewed & accepted
Sept. 27/09 LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY Show & Auction (reserved)
Oct. 4/09 Hamilton & District Aquarium Society Auction & Flea Market
Oct 18/09 CAOAC Executive & General Meetings (exec at 1030 am, general at 12 noon)
Oct. 25/09 KITCHENER WATERLOO AQUARIUM SOCIETY Show & Auction (reserved)
Nov. 15/09 CAOAC Executive & General Meetings (exec at 1030 am, general at 12 noon)
NOTE: Web Sites judged this month for Web Award 2009
Dec. 13/09 CAOAC Executive & General Meetings (exec at 1030 am, general following Christmas Lunch)
NOTE: Second Sunday of the Month

NOTE: Christmas Pot Luck Lunch at 12 :00 noon.

NOTE: Membership Applications & Insurance are due.
NOTE: Authors & Advanced Authors nominations due.
Jan 17/10 CAOAC Executive & General Meetings (exec at 1030 am, general at 12 noon).
NOTE: Newsletter Award nominations are due & Memberships accepted.

London Aquaria Society
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Cherry Jar
Shrimp
Breeding
and Care
Show
Results
Name
Month
Competition
Fish Name
http://www.plantedtank.net/articles/Cherry-Shrimp-Breeding-and-Care/23/

Ribbon

Plants Results to Date

I've seen a lot of people asking questions about cherry shrimp and breeding requirements, tank setup,
water parameters, etc.
I thought I'd take a little time to talk about what has worked for me. I got into the hobby a little over
a year ago and found this site and a few others and quickly became interested in freshwater shrimp. I bought
my first batch of 10 cherry shrimp and 10 amano shrimp and rest is history.
It wasn't until my second batch of cherry shrimp before I realized how easy they were to breed. My
second purchase contained a pregnant female and she ended up having the babies in a small pint cup when I
was moving her into her permanent home.
I started with a 10 gallon tank with various plant clippings from my main 65g tank and I noticed
more and baby shrimp each week. I soon had nearly 100 and I ended up giving some away and selling some
to other hobbyists.
I set up a 20 gallon planted tank and moved a bunch of the shrimp into it and now I have successfully
bred nearly 1,000 very nicely colored cherry shrimp.
Here is what has worked for me and what I suggest for other people if they want to try their hand at
breeding cherry shrimp.
1. Tank size should be at least 10 gallons to support up to 100-150 shrimp (based on weekly 30% water
changes).
2. Temp should be between 75-78F.
Name water hardness
Month seems
Competition
PlantandName
Ribbon
3. Moderate
to work the best for robust breeding
coloration.
4. I highly recommend the addition of live plants to maintain good water quality.
5. Sponge filters are the best since they do not pose a danger to baby shrimp.
6. PH of 7.6 has worked well for me.
7. Keep up with water changes! Cherry shrimp are highly prone to nitrate poisoning and they need good
water to maintain good health and molting. I do weekly 30% water changes. I use plain tap water (moderate
hardness, PH 7.6) and I treat it with dechlorinator (Amquel).
8. I use full spectrum lighting...10 hours a day on a timer.
9. I DO NOT dose liquid iodine as the shrimp will get all they need from a proper diet.
10. I feed them HBH Vegetable Wafers and HBC Crab & Lobster Bites exclusively. Any invertebrate food
will suffice as long as it does not contain any large amounts of copper (READ those labels!). I will occasionally drop in a piece of boiled vegetable (squash or spinach). I feed
my shrimp once a day in small amounts.
11. I also recommend you maintain genetic diversity after a few
generations of breeding. You can easily do this by introducing
new cherry shrimp from other sources. This helps reduce the occurance of inbred deformities or weak shrimp. I have traded
shrimp with other hobbyist a few times.
I hope I haven't forgotten anything. Please feel free to contact me if you have any specific questions.

London Aquaria Society
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Executive Meeting Minutes
As everyone comes back from summer vacations it’s time to gear up for the upcoming show and auction season. There have been some changes to the show classes for our upcoming show on Sunday, September 27th, 2009.
A list of the new show classes has been posted to the website. The new jar show categories and revised rules for
our monthly meeting jar show have also been posted to the web. Check these out. Ron Bishop has secured most
of our guest speakers for this year. Those are listed in this newsletter. So we have some interesting meetings
coming up.
Sharon
I would like to thank Sharon for all of the hard work she does for the London Aquaria Society and for giving me a
chance to help out and for helping me with the program so that I can do this newsletter to the best of my abilities.
Hugs, Lorraine

Cichlids
Goldfish Pools, Water Lilies & Tropical Fishes
Dr. G. L. Thomas, JR.
The Cichlids (family Cichlidae), most of which resemble the Sunfish in
shape, are the big fish of the aquarium. Different species found in Africa, Central and South America and India range in size from 2 inches or so to a foot.
Most of them are highly coloured, especially the males. Most of them
have unusual fin and tail development. Often the males are fighters, scrapping
among themselves, even attacking their own mates at times. In fact, a male ad female in courtship appear to be
scrapping, rough play which has been known to result in the female’s death.
At the same time, fishes of this group are among the most conscientious parents in the aquarium world.
They guard their spawn by turn and as the small fry emerge they are herded together and guarded carefully by the
parents, a delightful aquarium site.
Popular dealer varieties include: Angels, Orange Chromide, Egyptian Mouthbreeder, Firemouth, Keyhole
Fish, Jack Dempsy, Jewel Fish, Ramirezi, Golden Convict.
Panchax
The fishes of this group, which come from Africa, India, Ceylon and Indonesia, are unusual in shape and
brilliant in colour. Their bodies are long and tubular with unusual fin and tail development in males. With their
large, pointed jaws they can swallow some of the smaller aquarium inhabitants. They show all the brilliant colours
in bold patterns on body, fin and tail.
They like the upper part of the aquarium, just under the water surface. They are jumpers and so require a
covered aquarium.
This group of fish had a dramatic introduction to the public
about 25 years ago when the form Aplocheilichthys macrophthalmus
became availab.e some dealer gave the fish the popular name of
Lamp=Eye and the rush was on. The popular name is descriptive, for
the upper part of the fish’s eye is a pale, metallic green. Under reflected
light from above, the fish appears to have the lamp-like eyes of some of
the deep sea fishes.
Most fishes of the Panchax group breed easily. Parents will ignore the spawn, but may eat the hatched fry. They rarely grow over 1 3/
inches and are short-lived.
Popular dealer varieties include: Gold Medaka, Lyretail, Blue
Gularis, Lamp-Eye.
London Aquaria Society
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Freshwater Angel Fish
Cont’d from page 5
Like all freshwater aquariums, an Angel Fish aquarium should have plants. They improve the water by
keeping it clean, hinder algae growth, add oxygen into the water, and give shelter to the young fish. Angel Fish like
broadleaf aquarium plants because they like to lay eggs on them. Amazon Sword Plants - Echinodorus are the perfect
plants for an Angel Fish tank. The pH level should be between 6.0 and 9.0, and the temperature should be around 25°
C. High temperatures cause rapid growth and early death.
Generally speaking you should keep more than just a few Angel Fish in an aquarium. If there are only a few
fish, the strongest will make the others miserable and they will feel lonely. But in bigger groups they will behave
better. But as I have said, they need a lot of space. Especially if you have more fish.
Flake food is enough for Angel Fish, but it is better for their health to give them a variety foods. This is
especially important when they are breeding. They like live food like Adult Brine Shrimp, Black Worms, Mosquito
larvae, finely chopped earthworms, and Guppy fry. But they can also eat frozen Blood Worms, Brine Shrimp and
others. They can be also fed dried foods like dried crabs.
When genital papillae appear, the Angel Fish is about to spawn. These
little nipples are used for depositing eggs and fertilizing them. Then they
choose a spawning plate and clean it two or three days before spawning. After a
few days the female lays eggs and the male fertilizes them. After few hours
unfertilized eggs turn white and the parents will remove them. After little
Angel Fish hatch they should be fed with powdered flakes or dried blood worms
for the first 4 weeks 4 times a day. After that time they can be fed with Guppy
fry. It is a very nutritious food. But they grow best if they have a varied diet.
Some diseases which attack Angel Fish are:
1) Exophthalmia or Pop-Eye. The symptoms are: bloody spots, tumors, body
sores, black spots, loss of fins. Causes are: not enough cleaning fish wastes,
infection by some parasites, bacterial infections. Another cause is worm
cataracts, when the eye becomes cloudy.
2) Ichthyophthirius or Ich - white spot disease. It is caused by parasites.
3) Hunger Strike; lost of appetite.
Love Story
The French Magazine,”Le magazine des voyages de peche” in its 56th edition, brought up an amazing and
astonishing love story.
Arnold Pointer, a professional fisherman from south of
Australia, set free from a certain death, a big female White
Shark that was caught in his fishing nets. Now the fisherman has a problem: He says: “It’s been 2 years and she
doesn’t leave me alone. She follows me everywhere I go and
her presence scares all the fish. I don’t know what to do anymore.
It is hard to get rid of an almost 17 foot long shark
since the White Sharks are protected by the wildlife conservation, but a mutual affection established between Arnold and
“Cindy”. Arnold says: “Once I stop the boat, she comes to
me, she turns on her back and lets me pet her belly and
neck, she grunts, turns her eyes and moves her fins up and
down, hitting the water happily”.
Now that’s some kind of friend.

London Aquaria Society
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Kribs
by Bob Berdoulay
From Gravel Gossip, Diamond State Aquarium Society, Delaware City Aquarticles
A number of years ago, my son reintroduced me to the aquarium hobby. He already had a set-up in his
apartment and dragged me to a meeting of the Diamond State Aquarium Society. I don’t remember what the topic was
that night, but the people at the meeting were friendly and more than willing to answer any of my simplistic questions.
From that first meeting, I got hooked like a fish (sorry).
After listening to some of the society members' talk, I decided I didn't want to just set up an attractive tank but
to try and raise and breed a given species. I went out and bought two twenty-nine gallon tanks. One I set up in an
Amazonian habitat loaded with a variety of tetras and a few Cory cats. The other I set up with eight young high-fin
veil-tail angels. The exploits of my attempts and final success in getting these angels to breed, I wrote about in a
previous article.
This writing is to tell you about my experience with a small cichlid called The Rainbow Dwarf Cichlid or Krib,
known in scientific circles as Pelvicachromis pulcher or in past times Pelmatochromis kribensis. (B. Smith take note). These
are West African dwarf cichlids. The Latin term “pulcher” means beautiful and that they are. This small cichlid is
peaceful, colorful and well suited to a 10-20 gallon tank. Not only that but they spawn easily and the parents care for
the fry. They are adaptable to varying water conditions but do best at 72-76o F. with a pH between 7.0 and 7.6. A small
gravel substrate in recommended since the adults dig pits for spawning. Kribs should be provided with some form of
cave for their spawning. With a good varied diet they will be able to spawn at 6-8 months.
At the DSAS meeting's auction, my son purchased a pair of kribs; he, however, hadn't a place for them and
asked me to keep them in one of my tanks. By this time I had acquired a few extra tanks, including a fifty-five gallon in
which I placed the pair of kribs along with some young angels. One week later, the pair had dug a hole in a corner of the
tank under a rock, and had deposited eggs on the tank glass. I watched in fascination as the adults stood guard over the
clutch and took on all of their tank mates that came to close. Sad to say, after four days the eggs were gone.
I waited a few days and transferred the pair of kribs to another tank I had set up for them. This was a ten-gallon
tank with gravel bottom, corner filter and a three-inch flowerpot surrounded with slate to form a cave. The pH was
neutral (7) and the water soft; temperature was 75 degrees Fahrenheit. The pair took up residence in the cave after
exploring their new domain. I alternated their feedings between flake foods and frozen brine shrimp. The pre-spawning
behavior seems to be initiated by the female; she is the more brightly colored with her abdomen appearing a rosy red.
After three days of the pair checking out all the possible spawning sites in their tank, I was rewarded by the pair
depositing eggs on the glass behind the filter. (So much for caves). The pair stood guard with the female constantly
fanning the eggs. Three days later the eggs were gone; I assumed the adults had eaten them. Great breeding technique!
But wait! Five days later while feeding the adults I noticed movement in the flower pot cave. And what to my
wondering eyes did appear? Fry, about twenty, 1/4 inch long, light tan with dark spots. Boy, am I a great fish breeder
or what? I immediately added some infusoria and set to hatching brine shrimp. I fed the fry with a combination of
micro-worms, brine shrimp nauplii, and very finely
ground flake food. The fry grew rapidly. I left the adults
with the fry, and watched as the female herded her brood
around the tank and got them in the cave at the slightest
sign of danger (me). After three weeks the fry could be
seen wandering around the tank on their own. Since the
adults were not needed and seem to have lost interest I
removed them from the tank.
I have gotten the pair of Kribs to breed many
times since that time, most of the time in a 3” flowerpot
laid on its side. This shy little cichlid makes an excellent
starter cichlid for anyone interested in breeding egg
layers. It's attractive coloration, small size (2 1/2 - 3
inches), non-aggressiveness, and fair tolerance of water
conditions make it an amateur's dream.
London Aquaria Society
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London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show
(September 2009 to June 2010)
Objectives:
- to allow club members to learn more about a variety of fish and plants through firsthand viewing and conversation with other club members.
- to give recognition to club members for keeping healthy fish and plants.
Point System:
- entries will be judged (preferably by a certified CAOAC judge if possible) and awarded
points and ribbons as follows:
first
= 10 points, red ribbon
second
= 7 points, blue ribbon
third
= 4 points, white ribbon
each entry = 1 point (no ribbon is awarded)
Show Rules:
1. Anonymity:
- names of entrants will not be disclosed until after judging is completed.
2. Age classes, who can enter:
-

there will be two classes: senior and junior.
all members aged 17 or over as of September 1st must compete as seniors.
all fish and plants must be entered in the jar show by their LAS owners only.
junior members only, do not have to be present to enter fish or plants in the jar show.
all fish and plants must be owned by the participant for 30 days prior to being entered.

3. Show Categories continued:
-

the plant category is always open to all types.
open fish category means any type of fish or any other water animal can be entered.
other fish categories are of a certain type of fish for those months.
family category means both parents and 6 to 10 fry (fry no more than 4 months old) are
judged as a group and are compared to other families, families may only be entered in
October and April.
- within the family category, egg layers will be judged separately from live bearers.
4. Number of Fish:
- an individual fish can only be entered for the jar show competition once per year.
- only one fish is allowed in one jar in any category (other than the family category in
October and April).
- if more than one fish is found in a jar there are two choices:
1) the fish must be separated so that only one fish is found in each jar to be entered.
or
2) the jar with multiple fish will not be judged.
5. Fish Criteria:
- fish are judged according to size, colour, fins, disposition, condition and overall
appearance.
- fish showing signs of disease may be disqualified.
cont’d on page 15
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6. Containers:
- fish and plants should be displayed in: small aquaria, square gallon jars or flat-sided
drum fish bowls.
- round jars or round fish bowls should not be used because the round glass distorts the
shape of fish or plant.
- no gravel or backgrounds are permitted in fish display tanks.
7. Plants Criteria:
- the plants category is always “open” which means any type of true aquatic plant can be entered
- a true aquatic plant is one which, in the wild or native state, can be found as:
a) free floating
b) rooted with leaves floating at the surface of the water or projecting into the air
c) completely submerged
as a normal occurrence at some time during the course of one calendar year.
- non-aquatic plants (such as Lucky bamboo [Dracaena sanderiana], Aluminum plant [Pilea
cadierei] and Crimson Ivy [Hemigraphis colorata]) will not be judged.
- a plant may be shown in a pot or shown with exposed roots that are weighted down for judging
purposes.
- if separated, more than one plant entry may be kept in one tank.
- see rule number 6 above for appropriately shaped containers.
8. Entry Fee:
- a fee of 25 cents per entry is required to help cover the cost of the ribbons.
9. Registration times and results:
- entries should be registered with the Jar Show Chairman (Sarah Lee) by 7:30 p.m. or the
start of the program on the night of the monthly meeting.
- results of the jar show will be announced before the end of every monthly meeting.
- at the June meeting: - annual awards will be presented to the top three members who
accumulate the highest number of points in the fish competition.

- separate awards will be presented to the top three members with the highest number of
points in the plant competition.
Month

Plant
Category

Fish Categories

September

open

open Loaches, Suckermouth, Catfish,( Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos)

October

open

open Cichlids—substrate spawning (Angels, Kribs, Rams, etc.)

November

open

open Cyprinids (Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds, etc.)

December

open

open No jar show due to Christmas Party.

January

open

open Guppies (Fancy, Trinadadian, etc.), Swordtails

February

open

open Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish,

March

open

open Mollies, Platies

April

open

open Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars, etc.)

May

open

open Cichlids -mouthbrooding (Guentheri, Aulonacara, etc.)

June

none

none Due to awards night

London Aquaria Society
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The London Aquaria Society
Fall Show and Auction!
Held at the Optimist Hall, 1653 Richmond Street,
in DORCHESTER on Sunday, September 27th
2009.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
Auction begins at 11:00 am.
NEW! The show will feature cash prizes this year!
Cash Awards
Classes 1—32 will receive cash prizes of $15.00 for first, $10.00 for second
and $5.00 for third.
Best Egglayer: $50.00
Best Livebearer $50.00
High Aggregate $50.00
Best in Show $50.00 + $25.00 Gift Certificate from The Tropical Fish
Room in Brantford.
See you all there!
FOR SALE

B.A.P./H.A.P.
Annual Awards

120 gallon aquarium for
Well, the summer has come and gone and it’s time to turn our attention
sale.
back to our fish and plants. The Club has decided to bring back two
The aquarium is 4 ft Annual Awards from the past, which are the Breeders Award and the
long x 2 ft wide x 31" Horticulturist Award. This award will be based on total points from
high with wooden stand the Breeders Award and the Horticulturist Award Programs. This will
and glass top and fluo- run from June first 2009 to April 30th 2010. If there are any questions,
rescent matching light. please contact me at: guppytrain4@yahoo.ca or call me at: 519-649It sells for 1,200 dollars, 5019.
the unit is 5 years old
and Roger is asking Do not forget about our Annual Show and Auction on Sunday, September 27, 2009 at the Optimist Hall in Dorchester. Check the site for the
$500.00. Firm.
Conmap. I would like to see each Member enter at least one fish to the
tact him at:
Show.
koiman@execulink.com

or phone: 519-666-3995

London Aquaria Society
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German Blue Ram
www.tropicalfishprofiles.com/cichlids-south-american/german-blue-ram-mikrogeophagusramirezi/

Origin: Colombia and Venezuela
Behavior: Mostly peaceful and shy, but can become very territorial during the breeding
process. Placing the German Blue Ram into a community tank will lessen its shyness
because they will see that the it’s “safe” to come out.
Temperature: 78-85 °F (26-30 °C)

pH: 5.0 – 7.5

Size: 3″ (7 cm)

Diet: Accepts all types of food including flakes, sinking pellets, frozen and freeze-dried foods.
Breeding: Place one male German Blue Ram and one female German Blue Ram into the same aquarium, and they
will usually become attracted to each other. Although, some owners report that getting a group of German Blue
Rams will allow them to pick and choose their partners more easily if a pair do not
become attracted to each other immediately. Emulate a natural setting by densely
planting the aquarium. German Blue Rams prefer a softer water when breeding,
around a pH of 6.5 should be fine.
Sex: Males have a longer, pointed dorsal fin. Females have a red or orange tinge on
their bellies.
A pair of German Blue Rams (Mikrogeophagus ramirezi) will create quite a
commotion in any tank from guests because they have one of the highly colored
bodies of the South American Cichlids. They are perfect for a community tank with
Tetras, Barbs, or Corys which allow the German Blue Rams to feel safer. The eye will surely be drawn to the
German Blue Ram in an aquarium due to their breath-taking colors. Watching a pair of German Blue Rams guard
their eggs is exciting because they are good tropical fish parents.
Conclusion
Care: [rate 5]

Hardiness: [rate 4] Temperament: [rate 4] Breeding: [rate 5]

Overall: [rate 4.5]

Elodea

Elodea canadensis
www.naturalenviro.com/Article.php?ArticleSKU=Elodea

Elodea is a rooted multi-branched perennial plant but can survive
and grow as floating fragments. The dark green blade-like leaves
(3/5 inch long and 1/5 inch wide) are in whorls of three with finely
toothed margins. The flowers of Elodea have three white petals
with a waxy coating that makes them float.
Submerged portions of all aquatic plants provide habitats for many
micro and macro invertebrates. These invertebrates in turn are
used as food by fish and other wildlife species (e.g. amphibians,
reptiles, ducks, etc.). After aquatic plants die, their decomposition
by bacteria and fungi provides food (called "detritus") for many aquatic invertebrates. Elodea has no
known direct food value to wildlife but is used extensively by insects and invertebrates.
Elodea is often confused with Hydrilla and Egeria. Elodea has only 3 leaves in the whorl and no
midrib teeth.
London Aquaria Society
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WARHOUSE
OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE
TROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 20 TO 275 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
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