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The June elections have come and gone. We now have
some new faces to add to the Executive this year. W e’d
like to thank everyone who agreed to become part of this
year’s Executive. The new Executives are listed on page
5. Our first event for the 2007/2008 year is the fall show
and auction being held on Sunday, September 30 th at the
Optimist Hall in Dorchester. Let’s see everyone come
out to show their fish and bring some equipment/fish to
auction off. There are always some good deals to be
had. Sharon will arrange for the rosettes for the show.
Auction flyers will be printed and distributed to various
retail outlets. The show and auction registration forms
and the rules and regulations for each event will be
posted to the website in both Word and PDF formats.
Show tags will also be posted to the website for
downloading.
On a business arising matter, the LAS had agreed to
sponsor one awards class for the convention. However,
we have been invoice for two awards classes. It has
been agreed that since we have adequate funds
available, we will pay for the two classes.
Hope to see everyone at the show and auction!

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010
RPO Fairmont
London, ON N5W 1A3

UPCOMING EVENTS
2007-2008 Show and Auction Dates

LAS Meeting Dates & Monthly Programs

Sept. 15 - Sarnia Aquaria Society Show and Auction
Sept. 15/16 - The Tropical Fish Club of Erie County
Show and Auction
Sept. 30 - London Aquaria Society Show and Auction
Oct. 14 - Hamilton & District Aquarium Society Show
and Auction
Oct. 21 - Kitchener-W aterloo Aquarium Society Show
and Auction
Nov. 10 - Brampton Aquarium Club Auction Only
Mar. 30 - Brant Aquarium Society Auction Only

September 11 - Terry Little - Showing Fish & Judging
October 9
November 13
December 11
January 8
February 12
March 11
April 8
May 13
June 10 - Election Night

MONTHLY JAR SHOW COMPETITION
September - Fish: Loaches, suckermouth, catfish, Open
October - Fish: Cichlids - substrate spawning (angels, kirbs, rams, etc.), Open
November - Fish: Cyprinids (goldfish, koi, barbs, danios, sharks, etc.), Open
December - Fish: Bettas, Open
January - Fish: Guppies (fancy, Trinadadian, etc.), Open
February - Fish: Gouramis, paradise fish, Open
March - Fish: Mollies, platties, Open
April - Fish: Characoids (tetras, hatchetfish, silver dollars etc.), Open
May - Fish: Cichlids - mouthbrooding (guentheri, aulonacara, etc.), Open
June - no jar show due to elections

Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open
Plants: Open

President’s Message
WELCOME BACK
What a wonderful summer we had and now it is time to get back into the thick of things
and our hobby. We now have to get back to our finny friends. First of all the meeting on
the 11 th and also the fish show and auction. Again we will be calling on the membership
to show their prized fish and also help at the auction.
The guest speaker for September will be Terry Little doing a talk on Showing Fish and
Judging.
The Monthly Jar Show will be Loaches, suckers and catfish as well the open class and
the plant class. Lets have lots of entries from all and let the judges earn their keep.
A big thank you to the MacDonald’s for their hospitality on hosting the BBQ. Fun was
had by all and everybody left with a full belly.
The best part for Steve was all the leftovers that he forced himself to eat. Dirty job but he was up to the task.
Good work Steve.
If anybody has any ideas for a program let me know and we will try to look after the wants and needs of the
membership.
I have heard a lot of good comments from the advertisers that they are seeing LAS membership cards a lot
more this year and that makes them happy to see they are getting support from the members, so do not be
afraid to show that card and also introduce yourself to the shop owners.
The Executive meeting happened this past month and all the information can be seen in the meeting report.
Hoping you to see you at the meeting.

Fish show and auction just ahead
What could be better?
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Please Support the

Southwestern Pet
Centre
1474 Dundas Street
(In the Eastown Plaza)
London, ON
They support us!!!

THE LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY
General Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at
Tanglewood Orchards Co-Op, 24 Spiritwood Court, Unit 77 (off Scenic Drive), London, ON.
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising of tropical fish, and also to provide a means through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, gain information, and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London area.
EXECUTIVE 2007/2008
Position
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Advertising
Show Chair
B.A.P/H.A.P Chair
Library Chair
Jar Show Chair
Membership Chair
Newsletter Editor
Auction Chair
Webmaster

Name

Phone

Email

Ron Bishop
Dorothy Reimer
Eric Geissinger
Sharon MacDonald

519-457-7907
519-438-7682
519-672-9168
519-453-0094

ron.bishop2@sympatico.ca
dmreimer@sympatico.ca
egeissinger@rogers.com
sharon.macdonald@lhsc.on.ca

Terry Little
Chris Henricks
James Kelly
Sarah Lee
Nancy Chipps-Drummond
Sharon MacDonald

519-752-8642
519519-681-0717
519-686-3473
519-644-2753
519-453-0094

tlittle28@rogers.com

Eric Geissinger

519-672-9168

egeissinger@rogers.ca

no email address
sarahlee@uwo.ca
nchipps-drummond@fanshawec.on.ca
sharon.macdonald@lhsc.on.ca

Breeding Corydoras
by Eric Naus
of Amsterdam Holland, from his website: www.aquaworld.biz/catalog
Aquarticles
W hen one is trying to breed Corydoras, a special breeding tank will usually give better results than waiting for them to
spawn in the community tank. Even if they do spawn in the community tank, it is very likely you will not notice it at all. The
eggs are well hidden by the fish, and even if the eggs survive the hungry attentions of the co-inhabitants of the tank and
the parents themselves, the larvae coming out of the egg are extremely vulnerable. The first thing they have to do when
emerging from the egg is to go up for air to fill the swim bladder. Still, some may occasionally survive this, and after a
month or three the owner will be in for a surprise when the first 2 cm long juvenile calmly cruises the tank for food.
Let's assume you plan to breed a particular species of Corydoras. The general tank setup will be described below.
The following information is not a must, but are things that have worked for me, or which I've read. By no means expect
your fish to start breeding immediately, even after you've invested a lot of money to copy the described tanks, materials
and fish.
The tank
A Corydoras breeding tank should be long enough. As a rule of thumb, length of the tank should be at least ten times the
maximum size of the adult fish. There have been numerous reports about full grown paleatus spawning in a 30cm. tank or
even smaller, but of course no-one reports the failures. Take it from me that the bigger the tank, the higher the success
rate.
Height of the tank should not exceed 30cm. (The tank could be higher, but then simply do not fill it up over this height).
The fish
This is one of the most important issues, although it's hardly ever mentioned in any set-up information. Of course the fish
have to be healthy. And yes they should be fed well. But that is about all that is mentioned.
First things first. A group of fish should be selected, and they should be mature enough. The best way is of course to buy
full-grown wild-caught fish. If you buy wild-caught fish, the first thing to do is to make sure they are disease free. During
transportation the fish are usually treated really badly. Some medications used on fish will render them temporarily infertile,
which is one of the reasons why so many first spawns go bad. (Although some people theoretisize this to be a learning
process for the fish - nicely thought of by humans, but in free-laying species there is no feedback to the parents that the
eggs are not fertilised, so how could they learn?)
Large fish (the ones we want) are usually more expensive because of the higher death rate during shipping (lower water to
bodyweight ratio) and because the shop owners know. Do not believe shop owners, they will try to get as much profit from
sales as possible. Prices tend to skyrocket for the people they know will buy this or that new or rare cory. Send your
friends, and jeez, half price for them. Basically it's whatever the fool will give, they will charge.
Do not under any circumstance buy only three fish because they are expensive, and another three in a month's time.
There is no guarantee they will be the same species, or type locality.
Small fish will also grow big, although for most species it takes a minimum of two to three years to reach a reasonable
size, and growth rate is reduced in tanks when compared to nature.
The decor
If you'd like a nice looking tank, you are not going to like this part. Don't worry, the fish tend to breed in those as well.
Hiding places: one will suffice - a coconut shell, or better yet create a cave with multiple exits by placing a flat stone on
some smaller stones. Plants are optional, but not essential.
The lighting
Twelve to thirteen hours of light, preferably subdued light, or no light at all if the tank is near a window.
The substrate
Should be sand, approx. 0.5-1cm. layer.

The filtration
Strong filtration, especially in one area of the tank. But there should be areas where there is little or no current, so the fish
can rest.
The temperature
24-26ºC.
W ater changes
Daily 50% water changes with pre-treated water, approximately 5-10ºC colder than the water in the tank. Be careful when
changing the water - if a part of the glass is directly exposed to 10ºC colder water, it may break!
Feeding
Feed the fish well, as much as they like and more. (You're doing daily water changes, so any left overs are no problem).
Feed them with red mosquito larvae (bloodworms), daphnia, artemia, chopped earthworm and tubifex.
If you keep this up for a week or two (or longer) most Corydoras will spawn. Some require more attention, and should be
kept in soft, acidic water for a while. Then change the water with soft, neutral water, to get both a rise in pH and a drop in
temperature.
Eggs
Be very careful when handling the eggs. The best thing to use is spawning mops, which will enable you to remove the
eggs from the tank without handling them. Place the eggs in water taken from the spawning tank into a small holding tank.
Still, many eggs may fungus, and most of the times the fish have a mind of their own as to where the eggs should be laid.
If you have to remove the eggs by hand, wash your hands thoroughly before removing the eggs (making sure that no soap
remains on your fingers). Some people use a razor blade to remove eggs from the glass, but I've never been able to do
that right. Corydoras eggs are extremely hard, and you cannot squash them by handling them.
Back to the eggs fungusing. Eggs fungus as a result of bacterial attacks, which results in the shells being damaged. The
fungus is the second infection, because it attacks damaged eggs. Most of the times that I tried to raise the eggs in a
separate raising tank, 60-80% of the eggs fungused. Adding a preventive medicine like methylene blue helped a bit to
increase hatch rates.
Later I started using breeding nets, which hung from the side of spawning tank. Hatch rates raised to around 90-95%. I
keep the fry there, feeding them artemia, for a week or two, and then I transfer them to a raising tank.
Using a pure glass bottom in a raising tank may seem to be a good thing to do, since it's easy to clean. But in my case the
fry often developed fungus. In a glass-bottom tank a thin layer of bacteria will always be present, which may cause this.
After I added a thin layer of sand, the fry stopped developing fungus.
It's a really nice sight, having an 80 cm tank filled with over 100 juvenile Corydoras (in my case panda). You can observe
some natural schooling behaviour, and watch them eat and grow. They can grow quite fast up to 2-3 cm. (depending on
the species), but after that growth comes to a halt, and it may take up to a year before the fry are the same size as the
juveniles you mostly see in the shops. It will take at least a year more for them to become fully grown.

COME AND SEE WHY
BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE OUTLETS
IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER FOR THE TROPICAL FISH
HOBBYIST
10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND FROM OUR
EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGH SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2 TO 275 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND WOODEN
STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
BEST PRICES IN TOWN GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)

LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIPS

New

Renewal

Junior
$15.00/yr.

Regular
$20.00/yr.

Family
$25.00/yr.

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address:
City: _______________________

Prov.:/ _________________________ P.C.:/ ___________
State
Zip Code
Phone (Home): _____________________
Email Address: _________________________________
Check here if you will allow the information given above to be published in a London Aquaria Society Membership
Roster

Aquatic Interests:
Fresh Water Species
Number of Tanks ____
General Fish Keeping
Propagating Plants
Shows & Competitions
Live Food

Brackish Water Species
Marine Species
Number of Tanks ____
Number of Tanks ____
Breeding Fish
Species Preservation
Aquatic Life (other than fish and plants)
Tank Beautiful Competitions
Collecting
Research

Other _______________________________________________________________________
Areas of Specialization
Non-Aquatic Interests:
Photography
Writing
Journalism
Arts & Crafts

Computers
Video Recording
Drawing
Public Speaking

Cooking
Design & Layout
Painting
Woodworking

Other: _________________________________________________________________

LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY
Please list all household members to be included in this L.A.S. membership.
Name:
Occupation:
Name:
Occupation:
Name:
Occupation:
Name:
Occupation:

How did you learn of the London Aquaria Society?
(Please check all appropriate sources and list names)
Member:

Magazine Ad: _______________________________

Newspaper Ad:

Radio Ad: __________________________________

Pet Shop:

L.A.S. Event: _______________________________

Other:

What do you expect to obtain from your L.A.S. Membership?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

To return this form or obtain additional information, please contact:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, ON
N5W 1A3
For Official Use Only:
Life Membership
Paid - Cash

Membership Expires: December 31st of each year
Paid - Cheque

Amount Paid: $ _____________

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010
RPO Fairmont
London, ON
N5W 1A3

