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Put very simply, algae are a
greenish/brownish growth that
forms along the walls of your
aquarium, or on plants and aquarium decorations. Algae are mostly
chlorophyll producing photosynthetic organisms that resemble
plants a lot. Contrary to plants,
algae are single celled and are
therefore not really plants. Excessive algae growth can be very frustrating for aquarists, especially for
beginner aquarists and for those
that have recently installed
stronger lights. Since fish provide
enough food for plants to grow,
the chlorophyll filled algae too
find your aquarium a safe breeding
ground. Algae look ugly, and are
difficult to eradicate completely. A
small amount of algae is a natural
part of the ecosystem and can
even be an appreciated food
source for many fish species. Once
a thick carpet of algae forms in
your aquarium, they will however
begin to compete viciously for all
the nutrients that your aquarium
can provide. The "Algae Bloom"
plagues almost every aquarium at
one time or the other. Algae grow
fast, especially when there is a
regular supply of warm sunlight
and rich nutrients.

facts about the relationship of an
aquarium with algae. If you have
an aquarium, then algae are inevitable. Algae can even be beneficial.
When nutrient levels are very high
in your aquarium, the algae consume the extra nutrients, thus making the water healthier for your
fish. Algae also indicate that the
ecosystem within your aquarium is
healthy. Do not resort to chemical
controlling of algae if you can get
by with the natural method. If you
try to chase away your algae too
regularly, you will be causing too
much of stress for your fish.

algae are much more harmful than
the green algae types and produce
substances that are toxic for fish.
Excessive illumination and high nitrate and phosphate levels create an
ideal environment for these algae.
Fish do not eat blue-green algae
and the best way to get rid of these
algae is a week of total darkness in
the aquarium. Several water
changes are also a must to get rid of
them.

-Green Algae
-Red Algae

Since Algae are unsightly
and parasitic, it is necessary to keep
their count low. There are some
things that you can do to hamper
the growth and spread of algae.
The first and most important step is
REGULAR water changes. Nothing
can help you more than this. Remember, the reason you do not
find algae floating in running
streams is because the water in the
streams keep changing at least a
hundred times a day.

Diatoms form a layer of a
brownish slime like substance on
rocks, glass and plants. They are
quickly eaten off by algae-eaters.
There are several types of algae. They also subside when lighting inThe main categories include:
tensity goes up.
-Blue-Green Algae
-Diatoms

The filamentous green algae form long green threads. These
need abundant sunlight to flourish.
They can be very damaging to
plants as they rob them of vital
nutrients. Filamentous green algae
can be controlled by algae-eaters
or by physical removal.

The suspended green algae
look like green water. Large and
frequent water changes
will help to get rid of
these. It will sometimes
be necessary to use algaecides.
The green
spot algae form round
spots on leaves and on
the glass. Snails and algae eating fish can be
used to remove these.
Before we start off, it is
The blue-green
necessary to know some inevitable
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President’s Message
Thanks to all who helped make the Auction and Fish Show a great success.
I would like to start this
message with news that Steve and Sharon MacDonald had a house fire that started in the fish room. There was
minimal damage but the odor of smoke is all through the house. The fish have been boarded at different club
members homes until they can all be moved back. Thank you to all who helped and for those who have called
to see what can be done.
We had Brian Glazier do a talk for us about the different ways to breed fish and I trust everybody enjoyed the presentation as much as I did. Thank you Brian and Sue for doing such a great job.
On September the 16th Annette and I had the chance to take part in the Canadian Reptile Breeder’s
Expo “Battle of the Aquariums” where we set up an aquarium with fish and plants that would be judged. I am
proud to say that Annette and I tied for second. Also we were given the tank and stand to take back to the
L.A.S. to use as we please, we raffled it off at the fish show and auction. Also a special thanks to the Canadian
Reptile Breeder’s Expo for their donation to our club. There was about 150 vendors and information booths
with all sorts of snakes, lizards and anything in the reptile world. It was deemed a great success.
We traveled to Sarnia and Hamilton to take part in their club events. There was a good representation
from the London Aquaria Society. St. Catharines and Area Aquarium Society will be holding their Auction in
October and the Kitchener Aquarium Society will be doing Octoberfish at the end of the month. Hope to see
you there.
This months guest speaker will be Jerry Draper from the Tropical Fish Room in Brantford doing a presentation on filtration. This will be and interesting evening and hopefully we’ll all learn something to help us
keep our fish alive and healthy.
The Jar Show this month will be Cichlids and the Family Class as well as our Open Class along with the
Plant Class. There will be 2 Best of Show awards this month. As always, we will have the Auction so please
bring out your extra fish and plants.

Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization,
established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote
interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and also to
provide a means through which hobbyists may exchange
ideas, gain information and display their fish, sharing them
in the public in the London Area.

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
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1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas &
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The Apple Snail
A Quick Guide For the Impatient
http://www.applesnail.net
This short and quick guide to apple snails is intented for those people who don't have the time to read the
whole apple snail guide section. It's a rude all-in-one version which does not discriminate between the specific species,
but as apple snails are easy animals when it comes to their needs, this small guide should help you with the basic care.
Housing
• Aquarium with coverplate or pond.
• 5 - 10 cm (2 - 4 inch) Air space above the water.
• 10-liters/2.5 gallon for each mid-sized snail (±5cm/2inch. diameter).
Food
• Vegetables (lettuce, cucumber, small pieces of carrots, green beans and celery).
• Algea and aquarium plants.
• Weeds from the garden.
• Fish food (pellets and tablets).
• Frozen foods, brine shrimps, dead fish and even other snails and their eggs.
Water
• Calcium rich water.
• pH: 6.5- 8, preferably above 7.
Light
• No need for artificial illumination like TL-tubes.
• Shadow rich places preferred.
Temperature
PET PARADISE
• 18 - 28°C (65-82°F).
SUPERSTORE
• Never below 18°C (65°F).
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
Reproduction
• Separated sexes (gonochoristic).
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND
• Reproduction peak in spring.
SMALL ANIMALS
• Female can store sperm for months.
Eggs
• Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
• Laid in clutches above the water (most species)
• Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
or in the water.

• Several clutches / month possible.
• Keep humid, not wet (aerial eggs)!
Hatching

•
•

Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN
YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario
www.petparadiselondon.com
London Aquaria Society
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Assasin Snails
Antentome helena
http://barnsleyaquatics.webs.com/apps/photos/photo?
photoid=53306611
There is a lot of opinion written on the Assassin Snail but
not alot of authority. There is a lot of folklore and a whole lot less
science. Several of my aquarist friends began singing the praises of
the Assassin Snail for eating other pest snails without eating plants
or each other. I decided to read everything I could on them and sort
through some of the conjecture and get to the bottom of these
critters. I’ve decided I very much like them in my tanks.
Here are some conclusions I have come to, for now, after weighing everything I was able to find in an
exhaustive web search. I gave less weight to novice keepers and those descriptions without context. I gave more
weight to opinions that fit in well with other reliable opinions, were supported by other web research and by
authors who could write cogent sentences.
All in all, this is what I think will shake out as a cogent profile down the line.
The Assassin Snail’s common name seems to have at least 8 species under it. The taxonomy is still very
unsettled. Most folks who are writing about them seem to be writing about Antentome helena and it also seems to
be the most widely available.
Yes, they lay eggs but they are clear and soft unlike the Nerite snail eggs which are a hard and white and
many consider an eyesore. They are laid in singles. Shrimp do not seem to eat the eggs. It seems they will lay one
egg every 10 days or so and that egg should take 3 weeks to hatch and 4 more weeks to mature into full adult
hood. (Edit: It seems they may lay more than one egg when they do but they don’t lay them in clumps like other
snails. They lay them singly, in different parts of the tank, but more than one per cycle.)
Yes, they may eat baby shrimp if starved but definitely not under normal conditions. This is a debatable point
though due to limited observation. If it has occurred, and it seems possible though unlikely, it occurs very rarely.
Most observed occurrences of these snails eating
shrimp seem to leave available the possibility of
the snail coming upon an already dead shrimp.
They do not eat algae, however, they are
attracted to algae wafers for the animal protein
content.
They are usually nocturnal. Don’t be surprised if
you see them tucked under a ledge or in the fold
of a branch when the lights are on. They are not
solely night hunters though. Seeing them during
the day is common.

166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE PHONE (519) 756-6225
Four assassin snails will clear a 29 gallon
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
FAX (519) 756-5140
tank of a massive snail infestation in 6 – 8 weeks.
This number goes up drastically if you overfeed
www.thetropicalfishroom.ca
bottom dwellers. A hungry snail is a hunting
snail.
Unlike many other snail species, they are
not hermaphrodites or have the ability to switch
gender. You need one of each for breeding.
There is nothing I have found written about
sexing them.

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!

cont’d on page 6
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Assasin Snails
Antentome helena
cont’d from page 5
And most importantly, Yes! They will eat any sized Malaysian Trumpet Snail (MTS), Ramshorn or pond
snail. An adult assassin will tank down a mystery snail many times his size if hungry. It is fun to watch them slurp
an MTS out of his shell like the Assassin is doing an oyster shooter. As someone who has been overrun with MTS
on more than one occasion, it is a liberating feeling.
In the US, they can be found from $2-5 each. They seem very hardy. After I buy them I drop them in a corner so that when they have left the corner, I know at some point they were alive. Sometimes, you may never see
them again.
The Licorice Gourami

Veterinary & Aquatic Services Department, Drs. Foster &
Smith
http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?
c=16+1911+1957&aid=2574

Quick Stats: Licorice Gourami
Family: Belontiidae
Range: Malaysia, Singapore
Size: Up to 1½ inches
Diet: Omnivore
Tank Set-up: Freshwater: Well-planted tanks
Tank Conditions: 74-82°F; pH 5.6-7.2; dH 10
Minimum Tank Capacity: 20 gallons
Light: Medium
Temperament: Peaceful
Swimming Level: Bottom
Care Level: Difficult
Reproduction: Egg Layer - Cave
Breeder
•

The Licorice Gourami is
one of the smallest and most
beautifully colored labyrinth
fish. The male is much more
brightly colored than the female, especially during
courtship. The male has vertical stripes in black and silver
11 Frank Street
with iridescent turquoise-blue Strathroy, Ontario
and red in the fins and tail.
N7G 2R2

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Sunday

Closed

cont’d on page 7
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The Licorice Gourami
cont’d from page 6

The female is brownish with black edging the fins. Because it can breathe through its
gills, it will rarely surface for air in the aquarium, unlike other labyrinth fish. The Licorice
Gourami makes a great addition to the accomplished hobbyist's tank.
The Licorice Gourami requires a well-planted tank of at least 20 gallons or larger. It needs
soft, slightly acidic water with good filtration. It is a peaceful, gentle fish, but does best in a
species only tank.
If this fish is housed in a community tank, it should not be bred. The other fish in the
community tank should be peaceful and shy.
The Licorice Gourami is a cave breeder. After spawning, the male will take care of the nest
and chase away the female. The larvae will hatch after 72 hours in water temperatures of
77°F, and will be free-swimming within 6 days. The fry will grow very slowly and should be fed
infusoria and brine shrimp. They require very clean, pure water.
The Licorice Gourami is an omnivore and prefers both algae-based foods as well as meaty
foods. An algae-based flake food, along with freeze-dried bloodworms, tubifex, and brine
shrimp will provide this fish with the proper nutrition.
Ideal tank mates include:
•
•
•

Guppies
Platies
Tetras

•
•
•

Rasboras
Rainbow Fish
Denies

•
•
•

Loaches
Plecos
Scavenger Catfish

Algae In Aquariums
cont’d from front page
Excess algae growth will instead be found in pools and puddles where the water is still. We can simulate
nature very poorly when we change 20% of the water twice in a week. Change a little of your water as often as you
can, and much of your algae problems will be solved.
At least once a month, take a special kind of aquarium scrubber and clean the glass of your aquarium com‐
pletely. Some rocks contain certain minerals that will cause algae to grow rapidly. If you feel this could be the rea‐
son, remove the rocks immediately. Most algae need lots of sunlight. Keeping sunlight levels down, and using fluo‐
rescent lighting most of the time is also a simple way to keep the algae growth to a minimum.
New plants that come into your aquarium need to be treated to prevent algae from entering your aquar‐
ium. You can use Potassium Permanganate or Alum to treat your new plants. After soaking the plants in this for
about 10 minutes, they should be rinsed thoroughly and then planted. Also remember to remove any weights or
ties around the plants that you brought home. You should clean the fake plants or decorations in your aquarium by
soaking them in a 1:20 solution of bleach to water for a few hours. These then need to be soaked in dechlorinated
water. If you will be emptying out the entire contents of your aquarium, it is a good idea to soak your entire aquar‐
ium in fresh water with a dechlorinator.
Using algae‐eating fish species and grazing snails will greatly help to keep down the amount of algae in
your aquarium. As mentioned earlier, introducing algae‐eaters as the first fish in your aquarium will greatly help to
keep the algal growth at bay from the very beginning. These fish will eat the algae that grow on the sides of the
aquarium and on the leaves. Snails will also help to keep the sides of your glass aquarium clean. Algaecides are the
chemical way to get rid of algae, but they work on a limited type of algae only. Using natural methods of control
are a much better option.
London Aquaria Society
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The Amazon River in crisis, 'fish dying by the millions'
Where has all the water gone? Explorer Heiko Bleher has just returned from an expedition to the Amazon River - or what’s left of it. He
says unless there’s a miracle and rains come early, the millions of fish deaths
in the rapidly drying river could become billions…
I returned on September 20th, 2012 from the Rio Solimões (the name of
the Amazon River between the Colombian border and Manaus, where the
Rio Negro joins) and the upper Amazon. For two weeks I travelled extensively up and down river and encountered the Amazon/Solimões as dry as never before during my 400+ Amazon trips. And it’s only the middle of the dry season — there are still around two more months without (or with hardly any) rainfall. Will
this disaster be even worse than the last one I reported?
While I was travelling with my dear guide and friend Stefen, a Tikuna-Indian, and two companions, the
American writer Emily Korn and the Polish aquarist Michel Babinski, in a boat equipped with a 40HP outboard, I witnessed this sadness everywhere.
The native people have to walk for miles across sand areas to reach the remaining riverbed, as the
Paranás (channels) were all dry and not passable any more. Huge sand-islands had emerged from the deep –
the water level has dropped over 20m from its original level since the beginning of July. In many places grass
was growing over it.
Fishermen were catching an amazing quantity of fishes everywhere. These included giant catfishes of the
genus Brachyplatystoma, their bellies nearly exploding due to the quantity of fish they had swallowed
Other fishes were dying by the millions and being eaten by the 'Police' of the Amazon — Urubu, the
American black vulture (Coragyps atratus brasiliensis).
Other fishes were trying at least to save their offspring, with gigantic spawning migrations upriver. We
followed some of them, like Triportheus and Raphiodon species, while trying to reach the headwater lakes.
The largest group of all, which we followed for about 50 km non-stop, was a migration of millions of
Prochilodus nigricans (pictured above). There were so many that they jumped out of the water in gigantic
masses, one over the other to move ahead and possibly to get to the spawning ground before it was too late.
They measured between 25-38cm/10-15” and as long as we were running the boat they jumped left and right
— hundreds of them right into our boat — non-stop for hours. Even when we camped alongside the left bank
of the Solimões, their migration lasted all night long.
cont’d on page 11
Wonderful PetsExcellent Products

Superior
Aquariums
Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459, Local 519-2737917, Fax 519-273-1249 Come visit us at 20 Corcoran
Street, Stratford, Ontario N5A 1V7
Show your Membership
Card to get 15% off Fish
and 10% off product.
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We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger selection of fish and corals. Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming
soon.
Sealife Central has moved to:
3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.
BATTLE OF THE AQUARIUMS 2012
This year at the Canadian Reptile Breeders Expo, we held the Battle of the Aquariums once again.
With only 8 set ups, it wasn’t the best turnout by the clubs but all aquariums looked terrific with a lot of
thought and effort put into each one. We had two juniors, one reptile set up and five seniors displaying.
These displays were judge by Kevin of New England Reptile Distributors, Ron Tremper of Tremper Geckoes and Shawn, Michael and Greg of the “Python Hunters”. All admitted they were no slouches
when it came to knowledge of fish. I quite enjoyed kibitzing with them about fish and reptiles.
We had 2 winners this year with Kathleen Boorman of Chatham Kent Aquarium Society winning the junior and Joanne Harder,
president of the Durham Region Aquarium Society. It was a 3 way
tie for second with Barry McKee (DRAS), Annette Bishop (LAS and
Ron Bishop (LAS). All contestants took home the aquarium, stand,
heater, filter and canopy that they had to work with.
With a 12% increase this year in attendance, many people
enjoyed the site of fish amongst all the reptile and amphibian vendors. It was a very busy weekend and came too an end all too
soon.
London Aquaria Society

Page 9

NEW HAGEN FX5 CANISTER FILTER FLUVAL FX-5 with EXTRAS!
•

•
•

These filters are the best filtration for large aquariums. With top-of-the-line quality; the
Fluval FX5 high performance canister filter pumps out 925 GPH and is suitable for
aquariums up to 400 gallons (1500L). Imagine how effective it would be on your 55 gallon!
The Fluval FX5 pump is on the bottom of the Fluval FX5 high performance canister filter, so there is NO need for Priming.
The Fluval FX5 input and output connectors to and from the Fluval FX5 high performance canister filter are angled at 45 degrees for easy positioning. The output nozzle actually has two nozzles in one... therefore you can direct the flow two different ways, and
they can both be rotated 360 degrees to the direction that works best for your situation.
• The Fluval FX5 high performance canister filter has a Purge Valve on
the bottom, so that if there is any debris stuck at the bottom of the canister,
you can drain it out.
• There is an electronic circuit board installed within the the Fluval FX5
pump so that it continuously monitors the pump. Impeller speed and force
are constantly measured to ensure powerful output and energy efficiency.
• Included is a 3 year warranty and the installation DVD.

London Aquaria Society
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The Amazon River in crisis, 'fish dying by the millions'
cont’d from page 8
We camped that night, climbing high up the river bank to place our tents and hammocks, after getting
stuck in the middle of the Solimões.
Our small wooden boat with a few inches of draft got stuck in this
mighty river, the largest and longest in the world with (formerly) over 22% of the freshwater of this planet,
now nearly dry. In its middle course we had 25cm/10” (25 cm) to work with…and we had to push our boat.
None of the large boats were able to move further up the Solimões than São Paulo de Olivença, because of this incredible dryness. What will happen next? If there isn’t a miracle and rain comes unexpectedly,
billions of fishes will die…
I am not a visionary of climate changes and I will not be the one who says climate change is due to deforestation or whatever, but for sure this planet is losing more and more of the most precious of all of our
goods: freshwater.
Maybe it is a cycle of Planet Earth, maybe it is man-made, but
freshwater fishes are disappearing at an incredible rate in nature — surely
as never before, and not only due to climate change. The deforestation
world-wide, the endless pollution of most (if not all) of our worldwide
freshwater habitats and the poison and pesticides entering most rivers and
lakes — not to mention dams and destruction of riverbeds for construction purposes — is worse than ever.
And things have never been as drastic as today…
Thanks Laurel & Bob

Placidochromis phenochilus
http://www.cichlid-forum.com/profiles/species.php?id=1292
Scientific Name: Placidochromis phenochilus
Pronunciation: pl-sd--kr-ms fn--k-ls
Geo. Origin: Mdoka, Chesese, and Chirwa Island
Habitat: Shallow Sediment-Rich Habitat
Diet: Carnivore
Gender Differences: Dimorphic
Breeding: Maternal Mouthbrooder

Temperament: Peaceful
Conspecific Temperament: Peaceful
Maximum Size: 10"
Temperature: 78 - 82°F
pH: 7.8 - 8.6
Water Hardness: Hard
Difficulty: 1

Comments:
Males of this species are noted for their white lips and deep-blue (sometimes almost violet)
body. They lack the white spots that adorn males of Placidochromis sp. "Phenochilus Tanzania".
Females are a uniform gray to brown in contrast to the the
vertical bars found on females of the more popular
Placidochromis sp. "Phenochilus Tanzania"
http://www.cichlid-forum.com/articles/p_phenochilus.php
by Marc Elieson, October 5, 2012
cont’d page 13
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BEST IN SHOW
Name

Fish Name

Month

Jennifer McNaughton

Name

September Sterbai Cory (Corydoras sterbai)

Big Al's Aquarium Services

Adult Fish Competition

Month

Jennifer McNaughton

Gift Certificate Sponsor

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Sterbai Cory (Corydoras sterbai)

Ribbon
Red

Annette & Ron Bishop September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Bristle-nosed Catfish, male (Ancistrus sp.)

Blue

Jennifer McNaughton

White

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish L240 Pleco

Jennifer McNaughton September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish 3-Beacon Pleco (Leporacanthicus triactis)
Annette &
GoldSuckers
Pristellaand
Tetra
(Pristella
maxillaris)
Annette
& Ron
Ron Bishop
Bishop February
September open
Loaches,
Catfish
Albino
Corydora (Corydoras)
Jennifer &
McNaughton
Turquoise
Australian
Rainbowfish(Melanotaenia
lacustris)
Annette
Ron Bishop February
September open
Loaches,
Suckers
and Catfish
Melon Corydora

Blue

Annette
& Ron Bishop February
GoldSuckers
Pristellaand
Tetra
(Pristella
maxillaris)
Betsy Ullyatt
September open
Loaches,
Catfish
Clown
Pleco (Panaque maccus)

White

Betsy Ullyatt

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Botia kubotai

Betsy Ullyatt

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Sterbai Catfish (Corydoras sterbai)

Dorothy Reimer

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Corydora (Corydoras sp.)

Jennifer McNaughton

September open

Red

Cherry Shrimp (Neocaridina heteropoda var. red)

Red

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

Cinnamon Dwarf Gourami (Colisa ialia)

Blue

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

Gold Honey Dwarf Gourami (Colisa chuna)

White

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

Gold Honey Dwarf Gourami (Colisa chuna)

Dorothy Reimer

Black Angel (Pterophyllum scalare)

September

open

Adult Plant Competition
Annette & Ron Bishop September

open

Anubius barteri

Red

James Kelly

open

Bolbitis heudelotii

Blue

September

The Bathtub Test
During a visit to my doctor, I asked him, "How do you determine whether or not an older person should be put in
a Care Home?"
"Well," he said, "we fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the person to empty the
bathtub."
"Oh, I understand," I said. "A normal person would use the
bucket because it is bigger than the spoon or the teacup."

4683 Sunset Rd
Port Stanley, ON

Phone: 519‐782‐4052
Fax: 519‐782‐3139

"No" he said. "A normal person would pull the plug. Do you
want a bed near the window?"

www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening enthusiast”
10% discount to all Club Members.
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Placidochromis sp. "Phenochilus Tanzania"
cont’d from page 11
Placidochromis sp. ''Phenochilus Tanzania'' (pronounced fen-o-ki-lus) was placed in the
genus Placidochromis because of its close resemblance to P. electra. I think you will readily notice the similarities between the two as you compare these photographs. Fully matured males of
this species are spectacular and are among the most attractive cichlids of Lake Malawi, due in
part to their unique coloring.
This hap is like wine because it keeps getting better with age. Their "unique coloring"
doesn't become apparent until after several years and only after about four years is it complete.
Adult males are blue with a spangling of light-blue and white spots that cover their entire body.
These spots remind me of lichens that often decorate stones and the trunks of mesquite trees
and rocks. The specimen shown here is still two or more years away from complete maturation.
When complete, these spots will completely cover their body.
After a period of about four years or more, males become very high-backed and a small
"hump" may even begin to develop, but nothing like that of its close relative Cyrtocara moorii.
There are two variants in the lake, but only that from Tanzania develops the spots. Those from
Mdoka to Chirwa Island on the Malawi side of the lake are solid blue with white lips, and lack
blue bars. Females are typically silver with the black vertical bars, but older females often attain partial or complete blue coloring in the aquarium. These two females pictured below are F1
stock, and show perhaps a little more blue at this early age than might normally be expected.
In the wild, P. sp. ''Phenochilus Tanzania'' is seen following foraging species, such as
Taeniolethrinops praeorbitalis, just like C. moorii and P. electra. These foot-long cichlids filter
large amounts of sand through their gills and a lot of detritus is stirred up during the process.
P.sp. ''Phenochilus Tanzania'' follows behind, like a dog on its heels, but T. praeorbitalis doesn't
seem to mind. The amount of food exposed by the plowing activities of such diggers may not be
sufficient for more than one adult follower, who depends exclusively upon this means of feeding.
Consequently, individuals of the same species are wary approaching an "occupied" forager. An
adult that has claimed a forager will usually signal ownership to others by taking on territorial
coloration.
This fish is best raised on a combination of flake and pellet foods. Pellets that sink are
preferred and even relished. These, of
course, should be soaked prior to feeding.
After they reach a size of 3" or more,
flakes become too messy and might be discontinued. □
Editor’s Comments: I’m sure you all
know the Austin Family and their beautiful children. Well, little Catie took Best
Egglayer at the London Aquaria Societies Show & Auction. Way to go Catie,
we’re all so very proud of you.
Hugs, Lorraine
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar For 2012
October 21, 2012 Regina Aquarium Society
Giant fall auction. Details can be found here.
October 21, 2012 CAOAC Meeting
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown, ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON

December 9, 2012 CAOAC Meeting & Annual
Potluck Lunch
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Water‐
down, ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Water‐
down, ON

November 18, 2012 CAOAC Meeting
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown, ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON

Man's missing finger found in a trout!
http://www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/content.php?
sid=5274&utm_source=PFK_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=September_27_2012&utm_term=Mans_missing_finger
_found_in_a_trout!&utm_content=html

An angler who caught a trout discovered it had a human finger in its belly. And the owner has been traced…
Nolan Calvin was cleaning the trout he caught at Priest Lake in northern Idaho when he came across what appeared to
be a severed finger. He put it on ice and contacted the local sheriff's office.
Detectives managed to get decent enough fingerprints from the digit to match them to a fingerprint card belonging to 31-year-old Haans Galassi, from Colbert, Washington. Galassi had lost
four fingers in a wakeboarding accident on the lake almost three months earlier,
after his hand had become caught in the towline of the boat that was pulling him.
Galassi's injury had occurred around eight miles from where the fish was caught.
The sheriff's office offered to return the finger, which was reported to still
be in remarkably good condition, but Galassi declined. The other three fingers have
yet to turn up.
Thanks Bob & Laurel

Month

Plant
Aquatic
Category Animals

Fish Categories

Class

September

open

open

Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open

open

Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Dribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

November

open

open

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

December

none

none

Due to Christmas Pot Luck

-

January

open

open

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

-

February

open

open

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

-

March

open

open

Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

-

April

open

open

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open

My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

None due to Awards Night

London Aquaria Society

Family
Pairs

Family
Pairs
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE
OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

519-668-2752 •

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
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