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This Month’s Speakers
Linda & Gary
Hutton will do a
talk on how to set
up a

Saltwater Aquarium.
2011-06
The Usumacinta Debacle
Submitted by: Annette Bishop

By Juan Miguel Artigas Azas,
2011. Last updated on 04-Jun2011
The alteration of waterways is coming to extents that
could not be imagined a few
years ago, even by those who
have personally witnessed the
accelerated pace of human destructive activities on the environment. We constantly read
about these facts but when it
comes to experiencing them, it
really makes one shiver.
Back in 2005, I made one
of my frequent visits to one of
my favorite aquatic places, the
Nututun natural aquarium just
north of the town of Palenque,
in Chiapas, México. Nututun
(place among rocks in the local
native language) is a wonderful
clearwater pool located in the
Chacamax River course. Chacamax is a mountain river that
flows straight to the mighty
Usumacinta River in its lower
part.
Nututun is a circular
shaped pool about 50 meters in
diameter and nine meters deep,
fed by a small waterfall. It has

crystal clear water running
swiftly over a rocky bottom.
Nututun is home to an incredible assemblage of Usumacinta
fish species, including seven
permanent cichlid residents (one
more species, Astatheros nourissati, is sporadically seen). The
place is surrounded by rainforest vegetation, trees are covered
with epiphytic species
(including several orchids), and
beautiful birds are seen all
around. It is a favorite place for
visitors and certainly for people
interested in aquatic life. There
is a riverside restaurant overlooking the pool and also a hotel.

pictures, and as usual had a
great time. I thought to myself;
“this is one unspoiled place
that should prevail, what could
harm it?” How far I was from
knowing what was to happen.
Early in 2007, a group of
friends which included Dan
Woodland from the United
States, visited the place and
were shocked with what they
found. Nututun was filled with
huge schools of a large invasive
plecostomus species. Dan
filmed what he saw and distributed the film. I was totally
shocked! Thousands of plecos
swimming in the place, in a
way that was reminiscent in
At that time of my visit in my mind to hordes of barbari2005, the river was as wonderful ans invading Rome, in the
as I first knew it ten plus years fourth century A.C.
before. I dove in the place, took
cont’d on page 4
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President’s Message
Thanks to all who helped make the Auction and Fish Show a great success. We had Blair do a talk for
us about the Catfish Creek Tropical Fish Hatchery. They gave us a great presentation on the ins and out of
running a tropical fish hatchery. I trust everybody enjoyed the presentation as much as I did. Thank you Blair
and Karen for doing such a great job.
On September the 17th and 18th Annette and I had the chance to take part in the Canadian Reptile
Breeder’s Expo “Battle of the Aquariums” we had to set up an aquarium with fish and plants and it would be
judged with one winner and I am proud to say that Annette won the contest. Also we were given the tank
and stand to take back to the L.A.S. to use as we please, we raffled it off at the fish show and auction with
Stewart, a Member of our club winning. Also a special thanks to the Canadian Reptile Breeder’s Expo for
their donation to our club. There was about 150 vendors and information booths with all sorts of snakes, lizards and anything in the reptile world. It was deemed a great success.
We traveled to Sarnia and Hamilton to take part in their clubs events. There was a good representation from the London Aquaria Society with Bob Steele taking the Best of Show Award in the Hamilton
Aquarium Society fish Show & Auction. Fantastic job Bob. St. Catharines and Area Aquarium Society will
be holding their Auction and Show on October the 23rd. Hope to see you there.
This months guest speaker will be Garry Hutton from Sealife Central doing a presentation on setting
up a saltwater tank. This will be an interesting evening. Maybe this will be that extra tank with that something different we all have dreamt about.
The Jar Show this month will be Cichlid and the Family Class as well as our open class. Also the plant
class. There will be 2 Best of Show awards for this month. As always we will have the auction. Please bring
out your extra fish and plants for the auction.

Ron Bishop
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas &
Saskatoon)
London, Ontario
They support us!!!

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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2011-06
The Usumacinta Debacle
cont’d from front page

The origin of the plecos is unknown to my knowledge,
but release into the river by an unaware aquarist cannot be ruled
out. Plecostomus (and many other potentially invasive species)
are available for purchase in aquarium stores in Mexico even in
small cities like Palenque.
What effect would this bring? It is my experience that an
invasive species, many times finding no natural resistance to
colonization by natural enemies, may grow out of proportion to
incredible numbers before collapsing under its own weight, but the biomass of the invading organism replaces in the meantime that of the native species, some of which are inevitably completely expelled.
During this past month I had the opportunity to visit Nututun again. I was uncertain of what
was to be found, and the extent of the damage done by the invasion. I was wishing to myself that
the plecos had receded. Upon getting to the wonderful pool, something struck me right away: the
color. It was not blue as usual, but black. After getting close I noticed that the black color was caused
by the full substrate being covered by millions upon millions of plecostomus, one beside the other.
The regularly slippery rocks at the riverbank were rough enough so you could walk without fear of
slipping. That was an appalling sight!
I decided I didn’t want to swim and witness the destruction myself, but my good friend
and travel companion, Rusty Wessel, decided to
do so as he wanted to film some cichlids. After a
while he came out depressed with what he saw,
as very few native fish remained in the place,
and it was now inhabited almost exclusively by
the plecos. I then suggested to Rusty that he
walk up the river and up the falls to another
pool to see if there was any difference. We did
and there was no difference, Chacamax River is
totally infected.
Rusty commented to me after his swim
that the plecos were starting to look unhealthy
and thin. This was something I could see after
spotting several dead fish, both in the water and
on the shore. Is this the beginning of their
doom? What will it be when they recede, will
there be any left? What will be of the wonderful
native fauna when this happens?
cont’d on page 5
London Aquaria Society

PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF PUPPIES,
KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!
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2011-06
The Usumacinta Debacle
cont’d from page 4

Visiting other places in the lower Grijalva, we were shocked to see that the plecos have extended their presence there. We were told in Villahermosa that they are now to be found everywhere, causing problems to fishermen with their spines entangling in their nets. In some places we
found them to be ubiquitous, and in others, like some rainforest creeks in the mountains of Tabasco,
just a few specimens were seen, up to now.
What will the extent of the damage be? Certainly it won’t be small. Usumacinta-Grijalva
River is one of the richest places in terms of aquatic biodiversity in Central America, and the damage plecos have caused to the Chacamax River can serve as an example of the effect they will eventually have on the environment. This is however not the worst, as every year, each year more than
the last, we learn of new exotic introductions in waterways, causing destruction of native species as
the unstopped biomass growth of the exotics replaces them.
This is true even for species native to particularly biologically important areas. Last week I
visited Tamasopo River in San Luis Potosí, one of the most beautiful and interesting rivers in Central America, with eleven native fish species of which at least nine are endemic to the river. I noticed
the presence of an invader to the area never seen before. On this occasion I found Poeciliopsis gracilis
in large numbers. I looked around for possible effects and realized that the local molly, Poecilia mexicana limantouri (probably an endemic species as well), was only present in very small numbers,
unlike before.
What comes tomorrow? What can we do to slow down this destructive trend? One small
truth must be of common knowledge for every single aquarist. Do not ever, for any reason, introduce an exotic species in a natural waterway. This of course won’t solve the problem, but at least may delay it until we
have better tools to fight it.
See you next month!
References:


Capps, Krista; 2010; "The effects of
exotic armored catfish on native
cichlid habitat, quality, and abun- 166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE PHONE (519) 756-6225
FAX (519) 756-5140
dance"; Buntbarsche Bulletin; (n. BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
260), pp. 8-11 (crc03052) (abstract).
www.tropicalfishroom.ca
www.cichlidae.com/section.php?
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Koi History
www.koiacres.com/koi-history.html
Nobody knows exactly where the Koi we have today originated, but it is common belief that the common carp (Cyprinus Carpio) originated somewhere near Persia
and western Asia. The common carp migrated into China either through trade or natural waterways. It is
not known when exactly when the carp were introduced into Japan, but it is believed to have been through
trade.
The common carp is an excellent source of protein, so the rice farmers in the Niigata Prefecture
started keeping them as a food staple for the long winter months. When the carp (Magoi) would reach 6
inches long, the rice farmers would catch and salt them so they would last the long winter months.
Editor’s Note: In an article I read many years ago, it was said that the Japanese kept their breeders inside
their huts in a large hole. In the spring these Carp were removed and put into the rice fields to spawn so
that the fry could eat the mosquitos which was a great cause of frustration for the farmers. The added bonus
to this was that at the end of the season, the fry were caught a cleaned and left on racks to dry to provide
the protein that has been mentioned in this article.
Around the mid-1800's, some of the rice farmers started noticing that some of the carp were mutating. Blotches of red and white were appearing on them. They decided that it would be cool to keep those
ones out and breed them. Pretty soon they had developed distinct patterns. It is amazing that these simple
rice farmers were selectively breeding the carp to bring out amazing colors and patterns, when at the same
time, the only genetic research going on was Gregor Mendel's experiments with pea plants.
At the turn of the 20th century, Koi were crossbred with the scaless and mirror carp from Germany.
The Koi Breeders called the new varieties, Doitsu (the Japanese word for German).
Koi keeping took off in Japan when, in 1914, some breeders took samples of different varieties to an
exposition in Tokyo. People from all over Japan saw the "Living Jewels". Over the next few decades, dozens
of new varieties appeared. The next big leap in Koi keeping was the creation of plastic bags in the 1960's.
Koi could be shipped all over the world reliably and without high loss.
Today, Koi are bred throughout the
world, but most people agree that the best
ones come right from the Niigata Prefecture
in Japan. Koi are one of the most sought
after ornamental fish in the world. You can
find Koi hobbyists in nearly every country.

11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ont.
N7G 2R2
519-245-0721

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m

London Aquaria Society
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Egyptian Mouthbrooder, Dwarf Victoria Mouthbrooder - Pseudocrenilabrus multicolour
www.aquaticcommunity.com/cichlid/egyptian-mouthbrooder.php
Common name: Egyptian Mouthbrooder, Dwarf Victoria Mouthbrooder
Scientific name: Pseudocrenilabrus multicolour
Synonyms: Paratilapia multicolor, Haplochromis multicolor, Hemihaplochromis multicolor
Max size: 3.2 inch / 8 cm
Temperature: 68-75˚F / 20- 24˚C
pH: 6.5-7.5
The Egyptian Mouthbrooder is hardy little cichlid that is very suitable for beginners. It is easy to
keep and breed. This cichlid used to be very common a few decades ago but have become increasingly rare
over the year. You can still find it in stores from
time to time but is not a part of the standard
stock in most fish stores.
The Egyptian Mouthbrooder is native to
north-east Africa and is widespread in this area.
It was first imported to Europe in 1902. This
species is also known as "Dwarf Victoria
Mouthbrooder". The name multicolor means
“many colors”.
This species can be kept in pairs or in harems
with one male and 3-4 females.
cont’d on page 9
London Aquaria Society
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Best In Show
Name
Bob Steele

September

Name
Bob Steele

Fish Name

Month

Gift Certificate Sponsor

male Black Guppy (Poecilia reticulata)

Pet Paradise

Fish Name

Month

Ribbon

September

Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Tatia galaxias

Red

Annette & Ron Bishop September

Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Albino Bushy-nosed Pleco

Blue

Green Phantom

White

Annette & Ron Bishop September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Annette & Ron Bishop September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Albino Red-tail Loach (Yasuhikotakia modesta)
Annette & Ron Bishop September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Long-fin Bushy-nose Pleco (Ancistrus)
Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Skunk Botia (Yasuhikotakia morleti)

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Albino Long-fin Pleco (Ancistrus?)

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Clown Loach (Botia macracantha)

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Driftwood Catfish (Tatia perugia)

Bob Steele

September

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Clown Pleco (Panaque maccus)

Bob Steele

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Brown Pleco (Ancistrus temminckii)

Jack Parkinson

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Pleco (Ancistrus?)

Carol Hains

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Hi-Fin Albino Female Corydoras

Dorothy Reimer

September Loaches, Suckers and Catfish

Albino Corydoras

Bob Steele

September open

Otto Cat (Otocinclus vestitus)
Corydoras

Loaches, Suckers and Catfish Bumblebee Catfish (Pseudopimelodus raninus)

Black male Guppy (Poecilia reticulata)

Red

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

female Rose Danio (Danio roseus) Purple Passion

Blue

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

female Daisy's Ricefish (Oryzias woworae)

White

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

male Rose Danio (Danio roseus) Purple Passion

Annette & Ron Bishop September open

male Daisy's Ricefish (Oryzias woworae)

Lloyd Swance

September open

Pearl Gourami (Trichogaster leeri)

Garfield Monteith

September

open Giant Water Bug

Name

Month

Plant Name

Dorothy Reimer

September

open

Ribbon

Cryptocoryne griffethi

Red

Ocean Jokes and Riddles
http://www.theoceanadventure.com/Kids%20Page/jokes.html

Why are fish so smart? Because they live in schools.
What has no beginning, end or middle and touches every continent?
What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh. :0)
London Aquaria Society

The ocean.
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Egyptian Mouthbrooder, Dwarf Victoria Mouthbrooder - Pseudocrenilabrus multicolour
cont’d from page 7
Aquarium setup: Egyptian Mouthbrooders can be kept in relatively
small aquariums and a group can be kept in a 20 gallon / 90L tank. The
aquarium should be decorated with densely planted areas as well as open areas, and the fish should be provided with plenty of suitably sized caves. At least one cave per fish is required. Small split clay post and
coconuts make good caves. It is a good idea to create natural territorial borders since some fish can be
quite aggressive and natural territorial borders can help defuse this aggressiveness. Egyptian
Mouthbrooders are suitable for community tanks with similarly sized fish that are though enough to tolerate the temperament if the Egyptian mouth brooder. Do not keep Egyptian Mouthbrooders with timid
fish.
This species is hardy but it is still important to keep the water quality as high as possible. The pH
should be kept around 7 (6.5-7.5) and the temperature in the 68-75˚F / 20- 24˚C range. Soft to medium
hard water is to be preferred.
Feeding the Egyptian mouth brooder: The Egyptian mouthbrooder will accept almost all food and
can be feed flake food. You should strive to give them a varied diet. They do well on a base diet of flake
food but I highly recommend complementing the diet with frozen food. These fishes really appreciate live
food every now and then.
Sexing Egyptian mouthbrooder: This species is very easy to sex. Males are larger and much more colorful. Females are smaller and colorless, one might even say dull. The males have red spots on the caudal
fin which are not present on females.
Breeding Egyptian mouthbrooder: This species is very easy to breed and a perfect choice for anyone
who want to breed their first cichlid or their first mouth brooder. Condition the fish by giving them a good
varied diet. Increasing the temperature can help trigger spawning. They dig a hole in the sand where they
spawn. The female will then take the eggs into her mouth where she will keep eggs and fry for about 10
days. Once the fry is released they will retreat into the mothers mouth at night or when in danger during
the next week or so. The female becomes very aggressive after spawning and if kept in a small aquarium
the male has to be removed after spawning or the female might kill him. In larger aquariums, the male can
stay but he will need good hiding places. Each spawning only results in a small number of fry; usually below 40 but in rare cases a spawning can result in up to 80 fry. Egyptian Mouthbrooder fry can be fed
Tips on Kribensis Care and Spawning
By Stephen J Broy
ezinearticles.com/?Tips-on-Kribensis-Care-and-Spawning&id=3165125

Kribensis or Pelvicachromis pulcher are of the family Cichlidae more commonly referred to as cichlids. They
are native to the waters of West Africa, primarily found in Nigeria. They can be found in anywhere from free
flowing to brakish water. Kribensis are also referred to as dwarf African cichlids, purple cichlids, and kribs an
abbreviation of their species name. Cichlids are among the most numerous and varied species on Earth. Over
1,300 species have thus far been identified and classified.
cont’d on page 10
London Aquaria Society
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Tips on Kribensis Care and Spawning
Cont’d from page 9

Kribs are very popular among freshwater aquarists because of their almost saltwater quality coloration.
Unlike most African cichlids, kribs have a temperament conducive to community living. They will adapt better
to a community tank if given plenty of plants, rocks and hollow aquarium decorations to hide in.
Kribs thrive in soft to medium hard water with a pH level between 6.5-7.0 and a temperature range of
75-82°. They are a medium sized fish reaching three to four inches in length as adults and have an average life
spa of five years.
Kribensis are omnivores. They eat worms, insects, small
crustaceans and plants in their natural habitat. In captivity they fare
just fine on common variety tropical fish flakes.
Distinguishing males from females is easy. The males are larger than
the females. Unlike most tropical fish, it is the female who has the
more vibrant color palette.
Breeding Kribensis: Feeding them a diet high in protein such as
brine shrimp, tubifex or bloodworms will help induce the spawning
cycle. Privacy is essential to spawning. Kribs will seek out caves or
hollow aquarium decor to spawn in.
The eggs will be deposited on the roof of their mating chamber. Spawning is complete when the male leave the spawning chamber. Sometimes males will become aggressive toward the female after spawning takes place. If this happens the male should be removed from the tank. If
it does not he may be left with the female.
The female will stay in the chamber until the eggs hatch. This will occur in 36-48 hours. It is not uncommon
for both adults to guard over the eggs until they hatch.
In 3-4 days the fry will be free swimming. Both parents will demonstrate parental instincts toward their
newly hatched offspring. They will herd the brood around the tank keeping a watchful eye over them. There
are rare occasions when adult kribs have been reported to eat the fry once they are free swimming. This is not
common. You can play it safe by removing the adults if you choose.
A report issued by Barlow in the year 2000 stated that fry raised in an acidic environment will be mostly
male. A neutral or slightly alkaline content will result in a heavier female population. I found this information
one of the more interesting facts I came across while researching this cichlid.
Free swimming fry can be fed liquid fry food available at most fish stores. A suitable alternative to store
bought food is powdered eggs. Add it sparingly to avoid fouling the water. Fry are small. They don't eat
much.Freshwater fish are the most popular aquarium fish worldwide because of their inexpensive price and
ease of care. Many aquarium owners don't realize that there
is a rather exotic alternative to freshwater fish in the realms
of affordability and upkeep. Jellyfish aquariums are the hottest new trend in the aquarium industry. Jellyfish do require
a special Jellyfish Aquarium Fish Tank in order to survive
but they are far easier to keep alive and healthy than saltwater fish. If you find the idea of raising pet jellyfish intriguing,
find out more about Moon Jellyfish and other Pet Jellies.
Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?
expert=Stephen_J_Broy
London Aquaria Society
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Madagascar Lace Plant
From Microcosm Aquarium Explorer

Aponogeton madagascariensis - (Mirbel) H.W.E. Bruggen, 1968
en.microcosmaquariumexplorer.com/wiki/Madagascar_Lace_Plant
One of the most-prized of freshwater aquariums.
Overview : The Madagascar Lace Plant is among the most sought-after of aquarium plants as its latticelike leaves and majestic size make it a true centerpiece. It has
a reputation for being challenging to keep.
Family: Aponogetonaceae

Other common name(s):

Laceleaf

Native range:
Madagascar
Habitat: Shaded, slow-moving streams in the wild.
Minimum aquarium size: 38 L (10 gal)
Placement: Center or center-rear with plenty of room to expand.
Water: Freshwater 18 °C (291 K, 64 °F) - 23 °C (296 K, 73 °F)
Fertilize regularly.
Aquarium Compatibility:

Mauritius
Maximum height: 60 cm (24 in)
Lighting: Moderate.
Feeding: Requires moderate to heavy feeding.

Can be quite particular about its keeping conditions, requiring medium light, very
clean water, and a pH of 7.0 or less. They do best when planted in individual small
pots where the corm will not be disturbed. Floating plants can help subdue the light
from above in a brightly lit aquarium.
Special Care: Detritus and algae can become trapped in the open leaf structure
and will kill the plant. Gentle algae eaters such as Otocinclus vestitus (Dwarf Suckermouth Catfish) can help with intricate leaf maintenance. Plants may die back and
recover periodically.

Breeding/Propagation:
Seed and crown division. Mature specimens will
flower, holding spikes of tiny white flowers just above the water line. When these
Illustration by Sir William flowers die off and seeds drop onto fine, rich gravel, new lace plants will grow
Jackson Hooker, 1856 around the parent plant. This is a slow process, taking three to four years to produce
a full-size plant from seed. Dividing the crown of a large, healthy plant is a quicker
method of propagation.
Notes: This plant is reportedly threatened in the wild. Captive-propagated plants are
replacing wild imports in the aquarium trade.
THE RED TAILED SHARK

cont’d from page 12

Fish Disease : Freshwater Fish Disease - Diagnose, Symptoms and Treatment
Diet / Fish Food : Omnivore and primarily a scavenger. They will go after most of what you put in
the tank including flakes, live and freeze dried foods.
Tank Region : Middle and bottom

Tank Region : Middle and bottom

Gender : Hard to determine, but the female may have a grayer stomach whereas the males are solid
black.
London Aquaria Society
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THE RED TAILED SHARK
http://www.fishlore.com/Profiles-RedTailShark.htm

The Red Tailed Shark has a black body with a red tail (hence the name). It is best to keep one of this
species in your tank because they will become very aggressive and territorial towards each other.
Avoid the temptation to keep them with a Rainbow Shark or other Red Tailed Sharks.
Many hobbyists mistakenly add multiples to a small tank only to find out that one of them will soon
become the dominant "shark". The dominant one will chase and pester the others relentlessly. Any
time the submissive sharks try to get to food the dominant one will chase it away. They really can
become quite obnoxious which is why we recommend keeping only one unless you have a much
larger tank.
Provide them with many hiding places to help make them
feel secure and have a tight fitting hood because they are
also known to be excellent jumpers.
They love to scavenge all over the tank looking for food
and will accept most fish foods including flakes, frozen,
freeze dried and live foods.
Freshwater Fish Species Profile and Care Information
Scientific Name : Epalzeorhynchus bicolor
Common Names: Red Tailed Shark, Red Tail Black Shark,
Red Tailed Labeo, Fire Tail, Labeo bicolor
Care Level: Easy, good for freshwater beginners.
pH: 6.5 - 7.5

Size: Up to 6 inches (15 cm)

Temperature: 73°F - 79°F (23°C - 26°C)

Lifespan: 5 - 8 years

Water Hardness: 10° to 16° dH

Origin / Habitat: Thailand
Temperament / Behavior : These fish can be
hostile and are not recommended for community fish tanks with smaller tropical fish.
They seem to behave when kept with larger
fish.
Breeding / Mating / Reproduction : Very
difficult to breed in the home fish tank.
Tank Size : 10 gallon or larger.

Compatible Tank Mates : Larger tropical
fish given their aggressive nature but none
large enough to eat them. It is not recommended to keep them with the Rainbow Shark unless your tank is sufficiently larger.
cont’d on page 11
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September 25, 2011
Annual Show & Auction
For those of you who missed this Show & Auction, you missed a great time. The Showroom and Auction
Room was full and we had a fantastic time. I even learned how to do the chits with Dorothy and Jody and I only
made one mistake. If not for Sharon and Bob & their quick thinking, we might have had a minor catastrophe.
LOL Leave it to me. Oh well, I would like to congratulate some of the Members who Showed their fish and the
Awards they won.
James Kelly:

First place in the Plant Division

John Swick:

Second Place in New World Cichlids,
Adult size over 4”
Third Place in Livebearer-Swordtail
Second Place in Livebearer-Swordtail
First Place-Any Other Variety Catfish

Bob Steele:

First Place-Anabantids-Any Other Variety
Third Place-Characins
Third Place-Sharks, Barbs & Danios
Second Place-Sharks, Barbs & Danios
First Place-Sharks, Barbs & Danios
First Place-Rainbows & Minnows
Third Place-Rainbows & Minnows
Second Place-any Other Variety Catfish
Third Place-Suckermouth Catfish
Second Place-Suckermouth Catfish
First Place-Cichlids-Angels & Discus

BEST IN SHOW
Went to:
Bob Steel
for his Angelfish
At both the London Show
and the Hamilton & District
Aquarium Society

Way to go Bob!!!!
Congratulations to everyone who won
prizes in the Shows.
Third Place-Cichlids-Angels & Discus

How to Excite New Members Into Our Fish World?
By: Ed. Woolsey, taken from the Lyre Tail, London Aquaria Society, 1966
Submitted by: Annette & Ron Bishop, London Aquaria Society, October 2011
Take a good look at your aquariums. Are they sparkling clean and
attractive? Do they show off the beauty of your fish? If they are, you will
invite those who see and admire them to want an aquarium of their own.
Just how is the beauty of an aquarium accomplished? Simple, just
don’t be one of those who are too busy to take a few moments a day to
maintain this condition. To keep an aquarium beautiful, follow these simple steps:
1. A syphon hose should be used to remove dirt and bacteria which collects on the bottom of your tank.
This method takes only a few minutes.
2. Instead of emptying your whole tank when cleaning it, just replace some stale water with aged fresh water.
3. Plenty of plants is also a great help in maintaining a beautiful aquarium.
4. A pump and filter should be used to keep your water sparkling clear and a heater to maintain the proper
temperature.
5. Your filter should be cleaned before it becomes too dirty.
6. The inside glass of your aquarium should be scraped at least once a week to remove algae.
7. Wipe any fingerprints or water splash marks from the outside glass of your aquarium.
8. Sprinkle fresh gravel on top of old as needed to give your aquarium that fresh new look.
9. Do not overfeed your fish. Remember, cleaner aquariums create healthier fish and new hobbyists.
London Aquaria Society
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London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show
(September 2011 to June 2012)
Updated information
Objectives:
- to allow club members to learn more about a variety of fish and plants through first-hand viewing and conversation with other club
members.
- to give recognition to club members for keeping healthy fish and plants.
Point System:
- entries will be judged (preferably by a certified CAOAC judge if possible) and awarded points and ribbons.
as follows:
first
= 10 points, red ribbon
second
= 7 points, blue ribbon
third
= 4 points, white ribbon
each entry = 1 point (no ribbon is awarded)
Show Rules:
1. Anonymity:
- names of entrants will not be disclosed until after judging is completed.
2. Age classes, who can enter:
- there will be two classes: senior and junior.
- all members aged 17 or over as of September 1 st must compete as seniors.
- all fish and plants must be entered in the jar show by their LAS owners only.
- junior members only, do not have to be present to enter fish or plants in the jar show.
- all fish and plants must be owned by the participant for 30 days prior to being entered.
3. Show Categories:
- the plant category is always open to all types.
- open aquatic animal category means any type of fish or any other water animal can be entered.
- fish categories are families or pairs or are of a certain type of fish for those months only.
- family fish category means both parents and 6 to10 fry (fry no more than 4 months old) are judged as a group and are compared to
other families, families may only be entered in October and April.
- within the family category, egg layers will be judged separately from live bearers.
- pairs fish category means a male and a female of one species are judged as a group and compared to other pairs, pairs may only be
entered in November and in May, the pair may be shown together in 1 jar or in 2 separate jars if one fish may injure the other.

cont’d on page 15
Month

Plant
Aquatic
Category Animals

Fish Categories

September

open

open

Loaches, Sucker and Catfish

October

open

open

Cichlids - substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams ...)

November

open

open

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds, etc.)

Class

Family

Pairs

December

open

open

No Jar Show due to Christmas PartyParty.

January

open

open

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)etc.)

February

open

open

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish…)

March

open

open

Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

open

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

Family

May

open

open

My Favourite Type Fish (any type of fish)

Pairs

June

none

none

Due to Awards Night.

London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar
October 2, 2011: Hamilton & District Aquarium Society (SHOW & AUCTION)
October 30, 2011:

Kitchener Waterloo Aquarium Society (SHOW & AUCTION)

October 23, 2011: St. Catharines & Area Aquarium Society (SHOW & AUCTION)

London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show
(September 2011 to June 2012)
cont’d from page 14
3. Show Categories continued:
- my favorite fish category will be judged for first, second and third place by all the attending club members (using private ballots),
then a tally will be done to determine the people’s top three choices, any fish can be entered but animals such as crayfish, frogs,
turtles, snails, salamanders, etc. cannot be entered as my favorite fish.
4. Number of Fish:
- an individual fish can only be entered for the jar show competition once per year.
- only one fish is allowed in one jar in any category (other than the family category in October and April).
- if more than one fish is found in a jar then:
1) the fish must be separated so that only one fish is found in each jar to be entered
or 2) the jar with multiple fish will not be judged
- the only time two fish may be shown in one jar is when they are entered in the pairs category in November and in May.
5. Fish Criteria:
- fish are judged according to size, colour, fins, disposition, condition and overall appearance.
- fish showing signs of disease may be disqualified.
6. Containers:
- fish and plants should be displayed in: small aquaria, square gallon jars or flat-sided drum fish bowls.
- round jars or round fish bowls should not be used because the round glass distorts the shape of the fish or plant.
- no gravel or backgrounds are permitted in fish display tanks.
7. Plants Criteria:
- the plants category is always “open” which means any type of true aquatic plant can be entered.
- a true aquatic plant is one which, in the wild or native state, can be found as:
a) free floating,
b) rooted with leaves floating at the surface of the water or projecting into the air,
c) completely submerged as a normal occurrence at some time during the course of one calendar year
- non-aquatic plants (such as Lucky bamboo [Dracaena sanderiana], Aluminum plant [Pilea cadierei] and
Crimson Ivy [Hemigraphis colorata]) will not be judged
- a plant may be shown in a pot or shown with exposed roots that are weighted down for judging purposes
- if separated, more than one plant entry may be kept in one tank
- see rule number 6 above for appropriately shaped containers
8. Entry Fee:
- a fee of 25 cents per entry is required to help cover the cost of the ribbons.
- one family entry or one pair entry costs 25 cents regardless of how many jars are used to show each entry.
9. Registration times and results:
- entries should be registered with the Jar Show Chairman (Sarah Lee) by 7:30 pm or the start of the program
on the night of the monthly meeting.
- results of the jar show will be announced before the end of every monthly meeting.
- at the June meeting: - annual awards will be presented to the top three members who accumulate the highest
number of points in the fish competition.
- separate awards will be presented to the top three members with the highest number of
points in the plant competition.
London Aquaria Society
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE
OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE









10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 20 TO 275 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

519-668-2752

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
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