
sometimes call "haps" or 

"happies". They live in the more 

sandy areas and open waters, 

and are generally larger cichlids 

than their Mbuna "rock -

dwelling" counterparts. They 

also are more peaceful cichlids 

and should not be housed with 

the highly active and aggressive 

Mbunas. 

 These cichlids are not 

only beautifully adorned, but are 

easy to care for, thus making 

them a desirable pet. They are 

enjoyed by beginning cichlid 

keepers and experts alike. Pro-

vide them with open space for 

swimming and a lot of caves in 

which to hide, sleep, or breed. 

This comfortable decor along 

with regular water changes 

makes for a stress-free environ-

ment. Being one of the most car-

nivorous of the cichlids they en-

joy a meaty diet. They are al-

most puppy like in their excit-

ability when being fed, thus add-

ing to their appeal.  

African Butterfly Peacock 
 

Malawi Butterfly Cichlid, Eureka 

Cichlid, Freiberg's Peacock, Jake 

Cichlid, Mamalela Peacock 

Family: Cichlidae 

http://animal -world.com/encyclo/

f r e s h / c i c h l i d /

AfricanButterflyPeacock.php 

 

 African Butterfly Pea-

cocks are cichlids that are highly 

variable in color, but each indi-

vidual is bright and breathtak-

ing! 
 

 The African Butterfly 

Peacock Aulonocara jacob-

freibergi is one of the most col-

orful of the Peacock cichlids. It 

is also one of the most variable, 

with natural color strains that 

can be very different between 

populations. These cichlids are 

some of the largest members of 

the Peacock family, though size 

too depends on the location 

they are from. They can range 

anywhere from 4 inches (10 cm) 

in length up to about 9 inches 

(23 cm). 
 

 Peacocks are a very 

popular group of cichlids from 

Lake Malawi, Africa. They are 

members of the Aulonocara ge-

nus which has only about 23 

species, but with many subspe-

cies. It is the brilliant colorations 

of blues, reds and yellows that 

have given rise to the well de-

served name of "Peacock cich-

lids". Most members can be rec-

ognized by the tiny wrinkles 

around the head. These are so-

nar sensory pits that allow them 

to locate small crustacean prey 

that hides in the sand. 
 

 The great variability of 

this African Butterfly Peacock, 

the A. jacobfreibergi strain, has 

led to many common names for 

individual populations. But as a 

group they are known by other 

common names like Malawi 

Butterfly Cichlid, Eureka Cichlid, 

Fairy Cichlid, Freiberg's Pea-

cock, Jakes or Jake Cichlid, and 

Mamalela Peacock. This species 

is one of the most "finny" of the 

Peacocks, and they have a dis-

tinct feature that separates them 

from other butterfly peacocks, 

which is a deeply forked tail fin. 

Thus they are sometimes re-

ferred to as "Swallow Tail" pea-

cocks as well. 

 The Aulonocara genus, 

along with the 

Utaka Cichlids of 

the Copadichromis 

genus and other 

non-Mbuna kinds 

of cichlids, are all 

members of the 

H a p l o c h r o m i s 

g r o u p .  H a p -

lochromis is the 

type genus of free-

roaming browsers 
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Upcoming Events 

November 12, 2013:  Zenin would like us to bring our cameras 

in so that he can show us how to take some great pictures. 
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The Forest City Pond Club is a non profit organi-

zation, established on August 25, 1996.  Our 

main goal is to educate our Members with all is-

sues of pond and fish care and do it yourself pro-

jects, to bring together people who share the 

same interest and passions for ponds and fish and for their mutual 

enjoyment of this wonderful hobby.   Come and join us.  

Colourful Lobsters 

 Lobsters are greenish-brown in colour but these days some in At-

lantic Canada and in New England increasingly seem to be more colourful-

bright blue, yellow, white and even two -coloured.  Bill Sarro, owner of 

Fresh Catch Seafood in Mansfield, Massachusetts, knows this first hand.  A 

recent shipment of 100 pounds of fresh lobster included six that were bright 

orange.  Sarro reported that at first he thought the lobsters are already 

cooked, which turns them bright orange but the catch arrived alive and 

crawling.  Theories about the phenomenom include 

the fact that more lobsters are being caught these 

days and that cell phone cameras make it easier to 

share news of brightly coloured ones. 

Thanks Annette 



Presidentõs Message 

 

 At our November meeting, Zenin will be here to do a presentation on photography and showing us 

how to take great pictures of our fish. There will be a hands on demo with you taking pictures of the show fish 

in our monthly jar show. So, please bring your camera and get ready to take some pictures, this evening 

sounds interesting. 

 At our October meeting, Sandra Fazakas, a Fish Veterinarian from the Ripleyõs Aquarium in Toronto 

showed us some footage about this new facility with other footage showing other large aquariums. From the 

comments later that evening, it seems all who were present enjoyed the show. 

 A very special thank you to all those Members who came out and helped us move to our new home.  

With many hands, this job went by very quickly.  We have a few more loads to go with some purging to be 

done in the fish room.  If you need some aquariums or equipment, give us a call, we might be able to accom-

modate your needs. Thanks again. 

 The Jar Show this month will be Substrate Spawning Cichlids (angels, kribs and the mouth brooding 

cichlids) as well as our Open Class, Plant Classand Pairs Class. 

 As always, we will be having our monthly auction so please 

bring out any extra fish and plants.   Who knows you may pick up a 

bargain or two.  

Now, lets bow our heads in Remembrance for the men and women 

that served and serve our country 

 

Ron Bishop 

President 
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The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit or-

ganization, established in June 1956.  Its main 

objective is to promote interest in breeding and 

raising tropical fish and also to provide a means 

through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, 

gain information and display their fish, sharing 

them in the public in the London Area.  
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Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 is-

sues of our Newsletter.  Articles in this publica-

tion may be reprinted provided full credit is 

given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society 

and 2 copies of the published bulletin or maga-

zine in which the article appears, is to be mailed 

to:  

London Aquaria Society 

P.O. Box 45010,  RPO Fairmont 

London, Ontario   N5W 1A3  
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Living With Livebearers 

 

By:  Ed Koerner, KWAS, eds.fish@yahoo.ca 

Submitted by:  Annette Bishop, London Aquaria Society, September 2013 

 

 I have decided to revive my old newsletter column, talking about livebearers.  Each article will 

give a little background and some breeding experiences for some of the rarer and harder to find 

livebearers that I have been working with.  Now, for most of us, we can find something positive in 

any fish and they arenõt truly ugly but many of these species donõt have any of the colour that we 

find in guppies, swords and platys.  But, beauty is in the eye of the beholder so hopefully there will 

be something in these fish that people will find interesting and maybe they will want to look for 

some themselves.  Some of these fish are also becoming harder to find in their native habitat and 

some are even considered extinct now, save for those that are being kept by hobbyists.  Many can be 

found on the CARES list (for more information on the CARES program, please go to:   http://

www.carespreservation.com) and for those people that are interested in keeping a species alive, it 

might be worth looking into these fish.  I am always for looking for new and untried species of 

livebearers and if there are fish you are looking for or might have available, please contact me as I 

want to see some of these species spread and shared amongst other hobbyists. 

 This Monthõs Fish:  Characodon lateralis or Rainbow Goodeid 

is native to the state of Durango in north central Mexico.  It is found 

mainly in clear stony-bottomed springs and streams that are heavily 

vegetated.  It is 

c o n s i d e r e d 

c r i t i c a l l y 

endangered and 

thought that there 

are only two 

locales for them to still be found in the wild.  

Much of its habitat has been destroyed or 

polluted by industry and diverted water usage. 

 This is a beautiful little fish in the Goodeid 

family.  The males have a lot of red and yellow 

colouration with nice black edging on the fins and 

grow to about 1.5 inches.  The female is larger 

and does not have near the colour of her 

counterpart.  Goodeids differ from the more 

popular livebearers.  While guppies and similar 

Poecilia species (guppies, mollies and sword 

species) store sperm sacks and can have several 

batches of fry from one spawning, Goodeids must 

couple after each dropping of fry to produce 

again.  They also have a much longer gestation 

period.  Where most Poecilia can have a new set 

of fry every 28 days or so, most Goodeids will 

hold for sixe to eight weeks, sometimes a good 

sixty days. 
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Living With Livebearers 

contõd from page 4 

  

Goodeids also have a different development process in the womb.  While our ònormaló livebearers 

will in essence have eggs hatch and develop until they are birthed in a mass of 30 to 50 and often 

more fry, Goodieds have a kind of umbilical cord attached to the parent fish and will take 

nourishment through her as they mature.  When they are born, they are larger and much more 

developed but there are far less in a litter.  The rainbows produced 6 live fry at a time, the first 

batches being about a half inch long.  Unlike many smaller fry getting eaten by their parents, the adult 

rainbows did not threaten the new fry.  This is common of many Goodeids.  I cannot say if this is 

because of the larger size of the fry or if there is more of a family/colony structure to their nature but 

many species will allow a large group to form.  It is still wise to have cover available for the new fry.  

Plants and hiding places are also advisable as the males can be quite aggressive in the following and 

harassing of the females.  The fry can grow at a reasonable rate and should mature in six to eight 

months. 

 Skiffia multipunctatus is another Goodeid species on the CARES endangered list, hailing from 

the Mesa Central area of Mexico where it can be found in streams and rivers.  As with most 

Goodeids, it is not picky as far as water conditions but is best kept in neutral to hard water 

parameters with a pH of around 7.5 and temperatures in the mid 70õs F. range.  Most Goodeids 

thrive in areas where there is a large amount of plant life so they do well with some green in their 

diet as well as live foods but can be kept in breeding condition with good quality flakes.  

 Goodeids are somewhat different than Poecilia species when it comes to breeding in that they 

do not have an obvious gonopodium but instead males have an altered front anal fin with a notch 

that is called an andropodium.  This is the way to the femaleõs territory and set up shop so to speak.  

Since these fish always seem to be guarding their shells, I could never tell if a female was watching 

over eggs or fry as there was no difference in behaviour.  It was only by watching during feeding or 

tank cleaning that I was able to find fry.  

There would be six to eight little dark 

slivers darting outside of a shell and I 

quickly learned to try netting them out and 

moving them to a fry tank as soon as I 

found them.  They have a tendency to start 

disappearing if left in with the parents and 

other adults.  I have read that other 

females will search out fry and dispose of 

any rivals that they may find.  Also, siblings 

do not feel any attachment to each other.  

I did add some new fry in a breeder net 

into a tank holding some older fry once 

and within a day the older ones had 

sucked their smaller brothers and sisters 

through the mesh and made short work of 

them.  They can be fed fry foods and 

crushed flake from the start as they have 

no problem attacking larger bits early on. 

166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE   PHONE (519) 756-6225 

BRANTFORD, ONTARIO               FAX (519) 756-5140 

 

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca  

 

 

London Aquaria Society Page  5 

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies! 



London Aquaria Society   Page  6 

Living With Livebearers 

contõd from page 5 

 

This is the way to distinguish between males and females and also where Goodeids get their nickname 

of òsplit finó.  As with other species in the family,  Skiffa have a longer gestation period but can pro-

duce more fry in a litter.  I started with a count of 17 on my femaleõs first drop.  They were about a 

half inch long and were not harassed by the adults. 

 Skiffia multipunctatus have a different shape from other Goodeids and a high dorsal fin found 

further toward the tail than usual.  They have a lack of any describable colour except when the male 

is in breeding mode, where he develops spots and patches and can turn almost entirely black.  This is 

where they pick up their name of òspotted Goodeidó.  They can be aggressive and can be kept with 

small Cichlids and other semi aggressive fish growing to a size of 2 inches with females a little larger. 

 

Fish News 

  

New species of fish discovered in Arunachal Pradesh.   February 23, 2013 a.m., IST 

Submitted by Annette Bishop, October, 2013 

Reprinted from Aqua Antics, Sarnia Aquarium Society, September, 2013 
  

 ITANAGAR:  Much to the delight of zoologists in the state, a new species of catfish under the 

genus Pseudolaguvia has been discovered in East Siangdistrict of Arunachal Pradesh.  Amateur natural-

ist naturalist Lakpa Tamang discovered the fish at Sille river recently, the principal investigator of in-

vestigator of the Centre of Biodiversity 

under Rajiv Chandi University (RGU), 

professor D N Das, informed here on Fri-

day. 

 This is the first new species under 

the genus, which was found in the upper 

Brahmaputra river drainage system.  The 

news of the discovery has already been 

published in the New Zealand based 

òZootaxaó journal. 

PETõS ôNõ PONDS 

11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario   N7G 2R2 

519-245-0721 

Monday -Thursday 

11:00 a.m.ñ7:00 p.m.  

Friday    

10:00 a.m.ñ8:00 p.m.  

www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/ 

154308937946767?sk=info 

Saturday 

10:00 a.m.ñ5:00 p.m.  

Sunday:   

10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.  



  Page  7 London Aquaria Society 

¶ Loaches  

¶ Plecos  

¶ Rasboras  

¶ Rainbow Fish 

 We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger selec-

tion of fish and corals.  Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.  

Sealife Central has moved to:   

3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.   

Fish News 

contõd from page 6 

 

 Professor Das said the discovery of the new species of miniature catfish, which has been named 

Pseudolaaguvia Viriosa, from Arunachal Pradesh was ònew to scienceó.  The species was described 

taxonomically by Tamang and he deposited its holotype to the Zoological Survey of India, Itanagar 

and the RGU museum. 

 Members of the genus Pseudolaguvia are small south Asian catfishes, belonging to the family 

Sisoridae.  They inhabit hill streas and large rivers and are so far known only to inhabit the Ganges 

river drainage (norther India) southwards to the Bharathappuzha River (southern India) drainage and 

eastwards to the Sittang river drainage (Myanmar). 

 Including this new species, there are now only 15 valid species under the genus across the 

world.  Tamang also reportedly discovered two more new species of catfishesñErethistoides enkhien-

sis and Glyptothorax dikrongenis-from Senki stream and Dikrong river here in the last few years. 


