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Frank Aguirre will speak
on Beautiful
Aquariums.

Surrey, B.C., resident targeted operations, but were nevertheby inspectors looking for ma- less subjected to searches and
electrical repair orders in recent
rijuana grow-op
months because they use a lot
of hydro.
By: Kathy Tomlinson, CBC
“I think that is an invaNews
sion of privacy,” he said. “I
Posted: Mar 5, 2012 2:30 AM don‟t think that the City of Surrey has anything to do with my
PT
hydro consumption.”
Last Updated: Mar 6, 2012 Seven B.C. municipalities, in10:28 AM PT
cluding Surrey, are registered
with BC Hydro to get monthly
Read 679 comments679
http://www.cbc.ca/news/ lists of all customers who use
c a n a d a/ br it i s h - co lu m b i a / more than three times the daily
s t o r y / 2 0 1 2 / 0 3 / 0 2 / b c - average amount of power.
fishgrowop.html
Teams have police escort
A B.C. man who raises
tropical fish said his home and
privacy were invaded when
local enforcement agencies
knocked on his door while
looking for a marijuana grow
operation, and then forced him
to pay for an electrical inspection and upgrade his fish-tank
operation.
“I felt violated,” said
Mike Baynes, 67, from Surrey,
B.C. “When they came in here
and saw no grow-op, I think
they should have said „I‟m sorry Mike,‟ and then turned
around and walked out.”
Baynes is one of 128 Surrey residents who don‟t have grow

Teams of electrical and
fire inspectors then go out to
the homes they suspect could
be marijuana grow operations
to conduct searches, with the
RCMP standing by outside.
Residents first get a written notice that says if they don‟t consent to a search within 48
hours, the team will seek a warrant.
“I heard a noise
outside, and then when I
went and looked I had this
big yellow notice stuck on
my door,” said Baynes.
Because he wasn‟t doing
anything illegal, Baynes
said he had no problem
giving his permission. In

hindsight, he said, he wishes
he‟d asked more questions.
“They come in, they look
around, different guys wander
around here and there and the
electrical inspector comes in and
he looks at the power bars under the aquariums and he says,
„I don‟t like those power bars on
the floor,‟” said Baynes.
“I misunderstood the system. I didn‟t know that they had
the powers to order a safety
electrical inspection” with
an$800 cost to resident.
Baynes said he was ordered
to hire an electrician to look at his
19 fish tanks, which cost him $800.
He added it was cheaper than it
could have been because as a retired electrician he did some of the
work.“I think [municipal inspectors] have to justify their existence,” Baynes said. “They turned
around and said, „We can‟t find
[any grow op] but — just in case —
slap.
cont‟d on page 4

Volume 57, Issue 9

London Aquaria Society

President
Ron Bishop……….….........519-457-7907
ron.bishop2@sympatico.ca
Vice-President
Dorothy Reimer……….....519-438-7682
dmreimer@sympatico.ca

Page 2

Upcoming Events London Aquaria Society
May 6, 2012: Club Auction
May 8, 2012:
ums.

Frank Aguirre will speak on Beautiful Aquari-

Treasurer/C.A.R.E.S. Rep.
Annette Bishop…………...519-457-7907
ally_ann@hotmail.com

June 12, 2012: Pot Luck Dinner

Member at Large
Derek Tucker……………519-639-1183
gotcoz@live.ca

October 9, 2012: To be announced.

Secretary / Correspondence
Sharon MacDonald……....519-453-0094
sharonmacdonald62@gmailcom

December 11, 2012: To be announced.

September 30, 2012: Show & Club Auction.
November 13, 2012: To be announced.

Membership Chair
Nancy Drummond……....519-644-2753
nchipps-drummond@fanshawec.ca
Library
James & Margaret Kelly…519-681-0717
B.A.P./H.A.P.
Stephen Gregson……....…519-649-5019
guppytrain@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Lorraine Gregson………...519-649-5019
koilady@execulink.com
Monthly Jar Show
Sarah Lee………………….519-686-3473
sarahlee@uwo.ca
Advertising
Bob Steele…………….…...519-473-5648
lewest@sympatico.ca
Auction Chair
Jack Parkinson…..………..519-471-4912

Table of Contents
President‟s Message……..……………………....………………..3
Do Brine Shrimp Carry Diseases………………………………..6
Paradise Fish………………………………………………………8

C.A.O.A.C. Representative
Bob Steele…………….…...519-473-5648
lewest@sympatico.ca

Tetra Fish Care…………………………………………………..11

Website
Eric Geissinger…………...519-672-9168
kegboy@gmail.com

C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar..………………….………………13

Hold It……..……………………………………………………...12

Aquarium Plants for Beginners………………………………..13
Monthly Jar Show Categories………………………………….14

London Aquaria Society

Page 2

President’s Message
A Planned Outing

A bus trip has been planned for June 23rd going to Toronto, for members only. We will be
stopping at a variety of different aquarium stores. The price will be $10.00 per person leaving at 8
a.m. on Saturday June 23rd from Bishop Townsend Public School. The $10.00 must be paid in advance to pay for your seat. All seats have to be paid for and we will not be collecting on the day of
the trip, this is one less headache we do not need or want. There are 47 seats available. We ask that
you brown bag a lunch as we will not be stopping for lunch. There will be drinks available. Bring
your coolers in case you make a purchase.
(No Alcohol Permitted)
The auction will be here and gone by this months‟ meeting and this is a thank you in advance
for all who helped make the auction a great success. We always have a lot of good comments about
the auction and this is all because of all the help we get from the membership.
The guest speaker for May will be Frank Aguirre, talking about the most beautiful aquariums
in the world. This will be another great talk from Frank as he has a
massive amount of knowledge in the tropical fish hobby. This
should be a feast for the eyes.
The fish show for May will be on My Favourite Fish, the
Pairs Class, Open Class and the Plant Class. The auction will be
there as usual.
Getting Ready for the Bus trip? I know I am!

Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization,
established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote
interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and also to
provide a means through which hobbyists may exchange
ideas, gain information and display their fish, sharing them
in the public in the London Area.

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas & Saskatoon
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279

London Aquaria Society
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow-op
cont‟d from front page

Do this. And some of the quotes I got [for electricians] were $3,000.” The electrician who did the
inspection confirmed Baynes did nothing wrong, but some of his wiring wasn‟t up to code. Baynes
then made some upgrades to his fish tanks, which he felt were unnecessary. “I was picked on,” he
said.
Statistics show, for the first time last year, more
often than not the Surrey teams found no illegal grow-ops
at homes they inspected. In 2011, they found 82 marijuana
grow operations, but also issued 128 electrical repair
notices to law-abiding residents like Baynes.
“When you don‟t find anything — and you still look for a
reason [to issue an order] — I call that harassment,” he
said. “And I‟m paying for that. I pay taxes here.”
Surrey fire Chief Len Garis told CBC News that since the
program started in 2005, the teams have inspected 2,253
homes, of which 1,158 were confirmed as illegal grow
operations. Those homeowners were fined between
$2,300 and $3,600, Garis said.
Many have no grow-op

Baynes was told the power bars he uses
for his fish tanks posed a hazard. (CBC)

PET PARADISE
At slightly fewer homes — 1,067 — the
SUPERSTORE
inspectors found no evidence of illegal grow
Locally
Owned
& Operated Since 1995
operations. Of those, 642 had legitimate reasons
for high hydro bills. The other 425 — like Baynes
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
— were given repair notices for electrical
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND
violations, requiring them to do upgrades. Garis
SMALL ANIMALS
added that because of the 48-hour notice of
Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
inspections, the grow operations they do find are
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
“almost always” dismantled by the time the team
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
does its search.
“When we get in there, the
Pets Always Welcome!
operators have pulled out all the plants and left,”
said Garis. He also said he can‟t remember a RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN
YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMsingle inspection that led to criminal charges.
BERSHIP CARD.
“Possibly in the early days there were Our Store Hours:
charges, but I‟m not aware of any,” said Garis.
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
He said the program is revenue neutral. Fees
Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
levied against homeowners with grow-ops have Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
brought in $3.42 million so far, which covered the
cost of inspections. Garis also said most residents 519-432-1600
without grow-ops consent to the inspections and 1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario
don‟t appeal the repair notices.
www.petparadiselondon.com
cont‟d on page 5
London Aquaria Society

Page 4

Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow-op
cont‟d from page 4

The executive director of the B.C. Civil Liberties Association said he hopes more people will begin to
stand up and fight. David Eby believes the bylaws and laws that allow these inspections would not
hold up under constitutional challenges.
“There are an increasing number of people who are being subjected to these incredibly invasive
searches who are doing nothing wrong except for potentially having some exposed wiring that they
need to fix,” said Eby.
Searches challenged
“How much power do we want to give police? How much power do we want to give city
authorities to invade our privacy like that? They are going
to find some grow-ops, for sure. But they are also going to
violate the rights of a lot of people.”
The BCCLA is
supporting residents in Mission, B.C., who have launched a
class action lawsuit over similar inspections in that
community.
One Mission resident who grows cucumbers was fined
$5,200. Another got the same fine for a hot tub with faulty
wiring.
“If B.C. continues to operate in this way, these kinds
The Surrey teams put notices on resiof programs will be introduced across the country,” said dents' doors, giving 48 hours notice of a
Eby. “If people value their privacy and if they think this is pending inspection. (CBC)
an overreach in terms of government
power, then they need to be speaking out
about it now.” The BCCLA suspects more
detailed B.C. Hydro customer information
will be available to municipalities, once
Smart Meters are gauging usage more
quickly and accurately. “As technology
improves, they will be able to get even
more information,” Eby predicted.
B.C. Hydro is required by 166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE PHONE (519) 756-6225
FAX (519) 756-5140
provincial law to hand over customer BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
billing information on all high-usage
www.thetropicalfishroom.ca
customers when asked by the
municipality. The utility sent 32 reports
out last year to registered municipalities,
detailing two years of billing history on all
customers who used more than three
Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
times the daily average amount of power.
cont‟d on page 6
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for
marijuana grow-op
cont‟d from page 5

“BC Hydro
guards
very near and
dear customer
database inforand
An RCMP officer waits in a car outside mation,
only shares it
while inspections are conducted.
under legislative process,” said Harriman.
Baynes said he pays
$450 a month for hydro. He‟s worried now that the David Eby, of the B.C. Civil Liberties Association,
inspection teams have him on their list, they could thinks the searches are an unjustified invasion of
be back. “It all reminds me of 1984 written by privacy. (CBC)
George Orwell,” said Baynes. Chief security officer
Bob Harriman insisted Smart Meters won‟t make much of a difference. He said the billing records
given to municipalities will be more up to date, but otherwise the same. “The data being collected
with the new metering system is no more different than the data being collected under the old system,” said Harriman. “The smart meters are not that smart.”“ The government is all powerful.”
DO BRINE SHRIMP CARRY DISEASES?
By: Mary & Dan Carson, Taken from “Guppy Associates of Toronto”
Submitted by: Annette & Ron Bishop, London Aquaria Society, January 1971 Issue

Recently we have seen several articles which have suggested that feeding a lot of newly hatched brine shrimp
can cause several problems in raising fish.
One article mentioned that the baby brine
Hours of Operation
shrimp carries the velvet disease, OODINIMonday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
UM, into the tanks of baby Bettas.
Friday
Another article dealt with the still
10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
unidentified white body malady, to which
Saturday
female Guppies are especially susceptible.
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
The symptoms reportedly cleared up when the
Sunday Closed
amount of brine shrimp being fed was reduced.
A third article revealed that insecticides such as DDT were found to be present in
the salt water where brine shrimp eggs are
collected. It reported that Utah eggs show a
heavier concentration of DDT than San Fran- 11 Frank Street
cisco eggs and that there is some evidence that Strathroy, Ontario
the level of DDT in the Utah eggs can be N7G 2R2
harmful.
cont’d on page 7
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow-op
cont’d from page 6

We use the Utah eggs because they are cheaper and our feeding regimen for young fish has been alternating copious
servings of baby brine shrimp with equally copious feedings of micro-worms. This coupled with frequent partial water
changes gives us the best early growth that we have been able to achieve with fry in their first few weeks of life.
So, we are reluctant to discontinue the use of brine shrimp even if in the face of these articles and the fact that we
have seen some outbreaks of OODINIUM on both baby Gouramies and Tetras and we have had some problems with the
white body malady on our females Guppies.Our thinking on the subject was greatly influenced by the experiences of
two friends of ours, both of whom are proficient Angel fish breeders who raise fish in commercial quantities. Some years
ago, one of these men was contending with an epidemic which was wiping out thousands of young Angels in his hatchery. After trying all kinds of medication without success, he began to vary some of his customary procedures to see if he
could discover the source of the problem.
He had been re-using the brine in which he hatched his shrimp eggs and as an experiment began to make up a
fresh solution for each hatch. When he did this, his epidemic disappeared! The re-using of the hatching brine is recommended by many on the grounds that better hatches are obtained in water that has been used several times. There is
probably some validity to this claim. Certainly Killie eggs can be induced to hatch by the introduction of some bacteria
which apparently break down the shell of the egg to the advantage of the enclosed fry. A bacteria buildup in the brine
solution could well act in a similar way on the brine shrimp eggs.
However, it is also possible to experiment with the hatching solution and length of time needed for the hatch until a combination is struck which gives close to 100% hatch with a fresh solution. So, the “old water” method is of doubtful benefit. More recently, our second Angelfish breeding friend began losing whole spawns to what appeared to be
some kind of intestinal infection. He too, went the route of many medications to no avail. We told him about the experience of the first friend. This second breeder was not re-using the brine solution but he did make a practice of transferring unhatched eggs from the hatch being harvested to the next hatch. As an experiment he discontinued this and reported a noticeable decrease in the number of losses.
Like most freshwater aquarists we have always though of salt water as being antiseptic. After all, we regularly
use salt in the treatment of diseases and we wash tanks with salt water to sterilize them. But in thinking about two experiences of these Angelfish breeders, it occurred to us that perhaps this attitude toward salt water was making us careless
about the cleanliness of our brine shrimp hatchers. Since OODINIUM is a common disease of many marine fish, obviously some species of this parasite can live in salt water. It occurred to us that we might be unintentionally culturing some
pretty virulent strains of toxins or micro-organisms along with the brine shrimp we were hatching.
So, we set up two procedures in connection with our hatching of brine shrimp. The first is simply to mix a fresh
salt solution for every single hatch. The second is a complete weekly sterilization of everything used in connection with
the hatching of the shrimp. In addition to the hatching containers, this
includes air-stones and air tubing, siphon hoses, syringes used for feeding, jars and nets. Our procedure is to soak them all in a strong solution
of household bleach, neutralize it with Sodium Thiosulphate and rinse
thoroughly, This is the same procedure we use to clean filters.
Since
we have been following these procedures the outbreaks of OODINIUM have been reduced to zero! Our problem with the white body has
never been serious and at this writing we cannot document any improvement here but we would like to offer another line of thought.
Feeding newly hatched brine shrimp has been a common
practice among Guppy breeders for many years.
cont’d on page 8
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow-op
cont’d from page 7

To our knowledge however, the white body malady has appeared only in the last
two or three years. Is it possible that the appearance of this malady coincides with
the rising level of DDT concentrations in the sea? If there is a relationship here, it
is the first evidence we have seen of damage to the brine shrimp supply by DDT.
We would like to add our voices to those who are crying out for the banning of
DDT before we not only ruin our brine shrimp supply but the rest of our environment as well. If any hobbyist can add his experience to ours in connection with
brine shrimp and disease or DDT contamination, we would appreciate hearing
from him.
Paradise Fish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_fish
The paradise fish or paradise gouramis (Macropodus opercularis), are small
freshwater labyrinth fish found in ditches and paddy fields in East Asia, ranging from the
Korean Peninsula to Northern Vietnam.
Paradise gouramis were one of the first ornamental fishes available to western
aquarium keepers, having been imported to Europe as early as the 1800s. These small
fish (adults are typically about 10cm (4")) are ideal lone inhabitants of aquariums, being
physically robust, somewhat colorful and more alert/behaviorally interesting than goldfish. The paradise fish is one of the more aggressive members of its family, by being more
aggressive than the blue gourami. Yet they are far less aggressive than the rarely kept
Combtail.
Behaviour:
Paradise Fish are fairly combative, harassing and attacking each other as
well as potentially killing small fish. In the wild, they are predators, eating insects, invertebrates and fish fry. The popularity of this species has waned in recent decades as much
more colorful (and often, less pugnacious) species of gouramis have become widely available to hobbyists. This species is one of the few fish that can change its color (lighter or
darker) in response to stimuli.
Habitat and Diet: Paradise gouramis
are tolerant of virtually any water conditions, surviving in cool and warm waters alike. They can be kept in outdoor
ponds, or even the simplest of unheated aquariums. They will accept virtually any food, but should be given a reasonably high-protein diet (as opposed
to vegetable-based foods of the sort
sold for goldfish.)
cont‟d on page 9
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Paradise Fish
cont’d from page 8

Reproduction: As is typical of most bettas and
gouramis, spawning involves a male building a
bubble nest (a floating mat of saliva-coated air
bubbles, often incorporating plant matter) and
attracting a female to it. If the female accepts
the male's advances, the fish will 'embrace' in open water, releasing both eggs and sperm
into the water. The male gathers the fertilized eggs after each embrace, spitting them up
into the bubble nest. After spawning, the male has no further use for the female and may
violently attack her (and any other fish that approaches the nest.) Once the fry hatch and
have begun to swim freely, the male is best removed and the fry raised on infusoria or
newly hatched brine shrimp.
In Home Aquarium: Male paradise fish should be kept apart, since they will fight aggressively by locking jaws. A male can be kept with females; females may also be kept together in groups. A tank that includes paradise fish should be at least 2.5 gallons in size
for a single male or 20-30 gallons for a community tank. The tank should be well planted
and covered; bogwood and rockwork may be included. Paradise Fish are often aggressive
thus tankmates must be chosen with care.
cont’d on page 10
London Aquaria Society
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Paradise Fish
cont’d from page 9

Suitable tankmates include giant danios, large tetras, most smaller catfishes and even
some of the less aggressive cichlids, such as firemouth cichlids.They can hold their own
against most South American cichlid species of a similar size, that aren't overly aggressive. Slow moving or long finned fish such as fancy goldfish and freshwater angelfish are
likely to be attacked, bettas and gouramis may also be victimized due to their resemblance to paradise fish. Male paradise fish may also attempt to court female bettas and
gouramis. Small fish less than 3cm are likely to be consumed. Males are particularly aggressive and should not be kept with slow fish or fish with long, flowing finnage which is
commonly shredded by the territorial paradise. In a community tank, male Paradise fish fight other paradises, as
well as any other fish for dominance. Paradise fish will
often fight with other fish for dominance, particularly other aggressive, robust fish, such as cichlids, gouramis, and
even flying foxes. They therefore should not be housed
with any other fish which may attempt to challenge them,
because this leads to fighting.

London Aquaria Society
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Tetra Fish Care
www.aquarium-guides.com/Article-pages/articles-tetra/tetra_fish_care.htm
When learning the ins and outs of tetra fish care, it helps to know something about the family history. Tetras are basically small, fast-moving fish in a family that contains hundreds of genera and thousands of species in a
multitude of colors, shapes, and sizes. Tetra keepers generally fall quickly in love with these characins and keep
several species at a time. Although some tetra species have individualized care needs, many thrive with common methods of tetra fish Congo Tetra
care.
The tetra is in the family Characidae, familiarly called characins. Some of the differences in tetra fish care stem from location.
Part of the family, for instance the Congo Tetra and Blue Diamond
Characin, is from Africa although most tetra species kept in community aquariums are indigenous to the rivers of South America. Many
tetras, especially the African characins, are easily stressed by outside
environmental factors like loud noises and bright light. Never tap on
the glass of a tetra tank. Water magnifies the noise and which literally scares some smaller species to death!
All tetras have teeth and scales, but none has whiskers or barbels (whisker-like growths used for
locating food). Tetras are typically mid-tank swimmers but come to the top to feed. Food that falls to the bottom of
the aquarium is ignored. For this reason, it is very important not to over-feed tetras. Feed tetras as much as they
will consume in three minutes. It’s a good idea to feed them small portions several times a day in lieu of feeding
them a large feeding that goes to waste. Although no fish will overeat, leftover food rots and pollutes your aquarium water causing extra tetra fish care for you and stress for your characins.
Tetras can live on a diet of tropical flake food and freeze-dried treats, but many species show signs of stress,
the first being noticeable color loss, if their diet isn’t supplemented with live food. In addition, most species need a
live diet before breeding and most tetra fry need to be weaned from live feedings to the standard adult diet. In addition, tetras are omnivorous and enjoy an occasional treat of living plant matter. Live plants also offer the characin
places to hide. Providing plants and other features like strategically placed pieces of driftwood for hiding is an im- Blue Diamond Tetra
portant aspect of tetra fish care. However, just as important
is to make sure that your tetras aren’t overcrowded.
Most tetras are schooling fish that thrive best when
kept with at least half-a-dozen of their peers. A good rule-of
-thumb for tetras is five inches of fish per gallon of soft to
medium-hard water at a temperature of about 75F. Since

African Tetra

most tetras are from 1 ¼ to 2-inches as adults, this
means that you can stock a twenty-gallon tank with
50 to 80 tetras. Still, consider the displacement of water by aquarium features, plants, and strata and also
leave a little space for evaporation when stocking
your tank for optimal tetra fish care.
London Aquaria Society
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BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Jennifer McNaughton

April

Name

Fish Name

Gift Certificate Sponsor

Red and Blue Columbian Tetra (Hyphessobrycon colimbianus) Big Al's Aquarium Services

Adult Fish Competition

Month

Ribbon

Jennifer McNaughton

April

Characoids Red and Blue Columbian Tetra (Hyphessobrycon colimbianus)

Red

Jennifer McNaughton

April

Characoids

Blue

Jennifer McNaughton

April

Rummy-nose Tetra (Hemigrammus sp.)

open Long-fin Bristle-nosed Pleco (Ancistrus)

Red

Adult Plant Competition

Annette & Ron Bishop February open Gold Pristella Tetra (Pristella maxillaris)
James
April
open
JavaAustralian
Moss (Taxiphyllum
barbieri)
JenniferKelly
McNaughton February
open Turquoise
Rainbowfish(Melanotaenia
lacustris)
Dorothy &
Reimer
April
open
Cryptocoryne
nevelii maxillaris)
Annette
Ron Bishop February
open Gold Pristella
Tetra (Pristella
Annette & Ron Bishop February

open Serpae Tetra, long-finned (Hyphessobrycon eques)

Annette & Ron Bishop February

open Serpae Tetra, long-finned (Hyphessobrycon eques)

Red
Red
Blue
Blue
White

HOLD-IT

Jennifer McNaughton

February

Norm
Ernteman, London Aquaria Society, April 2012
open Zebra loachBy:
(Botia
striata)

Jennifer McNaughton

February

Household
holders
are not merely to hold soap
open Guppy (Poecilia reticulata),
yellowsoap
and black
tail, female
or even to be used as breeding traps. When attached to an
aquarium on the outside, these common dollar store items
transform into inexpensive, portable and very durable storage bins. Larger holders (View 1 above) are very spacious.
Some caution should be exercised when using them
however; do not overload and no glass objects either. Did I
mention that they are cheap…..?

NORM ERNTEMAN,

4683 Sunset Rd
Port Stanley, ON

Phone: 519-782-4052
Fax: 519-782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening enthusiast”
10% discount to all Club Members.

London Aquaria Society

The glass vial (tube) supplied in many pH test kits
is awkward when stood on end. It is prone to both
breakage and spilling. If broken, a new kit must be
purchased to replace the vial. Graduated glass cylinders with an integral base are available, but are costly
and have other drawbacks.
A cheap, easily made base to support the original vial can be made from a soft drink bottle cap. A
hole large enough to accommodate it is drilled in the
cap. When the vial is carefully inserted into the hole
(as in view B above), it’s on a firm foundation. So is
your pH test.
Thanks Norm.
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar For 2012
May 6, 2012 London Aquaria Society
Spring auction. Details can be found
here.
May 20 , 2012 CAOAC Meeting
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown, ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON
May 27, 2012 Toronto Reptile & Tropical Fish Expo
Details can be found here.
June 24, 2012 CAOAC Meeting & Presidents Barbeque
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown, ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON
September 15, 2012 Sarnia Aquarium Society
Fall auction. Details can be found here.
September 15 - 16, 2012 Toronto Reptile Breeders Expo
Details can be found here.
September 16, 2012 CAOAC Meeting
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown, ON

12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON
September 30, 2012 London Aquaria Society
Fall show & auction. Details can be found here.
October 21, 2012 Regina Aquarium Society
Giant fall auction. Details can be found here.
October 21, 2012 CAOAC Meeting
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown,
ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON
November 18, 2012 CAOAC Meeting
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown,
ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON
December 9, 2012 CAOAC Meeting & Annual Potluck Lunch
11:00 AM CAOAC Executive meeting Waterdown,
ON
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting Waterdown, ON

Aquarium Plants For Beginners
http://www.aquaticcommunity.com/plants/beginners.php
Before you start planting your aquarium, it is a good idea to have a
rough sketch of what kinds of plants you will put in. Plants can be categorized
depending upon how tall they grow.
Foreground plants are species that are quite short and small. They mostly form carpet-like matting at the
bottom. They do this by producing numerous runner plants. These plants are often used in shallow aquariums because they need plenty of strong light. Glossostigma sp. is one of the most popular carpet plants around. It is not
very easy to grow but looks absolutely stunning. Water Wisteria can be used a carpet plant too, if you put some
stones on the stems till they catch root. The middle ground plants are taller than the foreground plants. Their main
use is in hiding the stems of the background plants that are much taller. The background plants grow quite fast and
can be used effectively to hide all the accessories in your aquarium. They usually need lesser sunlight too.
Bunch plants – plants that look good in a group – are usually middle ground or background plants. Some
plants, called the specimen plants, are large decorative species that are usually highlighted at the center. Floating
plants are an attractive option, but care must be taken to place floating plants away from the heat of the light bulb.
Floating plants also propagate very quickly and may block out all the light in your aquarium.
Java Moss and Java Fern are some of the most common aquatic plants and they are very suitable for beginners. Initially, Java Fern should be attached to a piece of driftwood or rock. After the roots are formed it will stick
to its surface. Java Moss and Java Fern are very hardy plants that can thrive in a wide range of soft and hard waters
and even do well in a brackish aquarium. These plants will also tolerate a lot of different pH-values. New plants
form on the older leaves of existing plants. The new plants will break themselves off from the original plant, but
can also be cut away. These shoots can then be replanted. They grow quickly and give a very lush appearance to
your aquarium.
cont’d on page 14
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Aquarium Plants For Beginners
cont’d from page 13
The Amazon Sword is another very popular aquatic plant. Just like
Java Moss and Java Fern, the Amazon Sword is a very hardy plant that is popular both among beginners and expert aquarists. Amazon Sword grows pretty fast and therefore prevents algae formation.
Wisteria is yet another example of a beautiful and undemanding
plant that is suitable for your first aquarium. The plant grows quickly and also helps to inhibit algae growth. But
Wisteria also sucks a lot of nutrients from the water. Pale leaves indicate that there is a shortage of nutrients in the
aquarium, and that fertilizers need to be added to the substrate. The Anubias Nana plant is also popular among
beginners, since this plant thrives in virtually all conditions. Best results are obtained by tying the plant to a tree
root or stone. This plant often flowers in water and is usually left alone by herbivorous fish. If your aquarium is provided with strong light, you can keep Lillaeopsis. Lillaeopsis looks more or less like grass. It grows fast, but does
need bright lighting and can therefore be an unsuitable choice for your very first aquarium before you have learned
how to control the algae. If you want to keep an amphibious plant, you can try the Cryptocoryne Beckettii. It is a
popular plant among aquarists and it grows really well when it is submerged.
Beginners must take some factors into mind when they select plants. Since you are new to the whole concept, it is best to stick with plants that are not very exotic or pricey. As a rule of
thumb, very colorful plants are unsuitable for beginners and green plants are a
better choice. This is mainly because colorful plants typically require more direct light. Providing this light may play havoc with the temperature and algae
levels in your aquarium. If you are not equipped with enough know-how and
experience in dealing with these situations, you will find that your aquarium
will turn green with algae in no time. Availability is another matter to consider.
Some plants propagate themselves and give off shoots that will develop into
new plants. Such plants are usually available in most pet shops since they are
easy to grow. You will also be able to plant new shoots without spending more
money. Plants that are not easily eaten by fish are also good for the beginner.

Month

Plant
Aquatic
Category Animals

Fish Categories

Class

September

open

open

Loaches, Sucker and Catfish

October

open

open

Cichlids - substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams ...)

Family

November

open

open

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds, etc.)

Pairs

December

open

open

No Jar Show due to Christmas Party

January

open

open

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)etc.)

February

open

open

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish…)

March

open

open

Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

open

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

Family

May

open

open

My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

Pairs

June

none

none

Due to Awards Night.
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE
OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE

519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
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