
hindsight, he said, he wishes 
heõd asked more questions. 
 

 òThey come in, they look 
around, different guys wander 
around here and there and the 
electrical inspector comes in and 
he looks at the power bars un-
der the aquariums and he says, 
ôI donõt like those power bars on 
the floor,õó said Baynes. 
 

 òI misunderstood the sys-
tem. I didnõt know that they had 
the powers to order a safety 
electrical inspectionó with 
an$800 cost to resident. 
 

 Baynes said he was ordered 

to hire an electrician to look at his 

19 fish tanks, which cost him $800. 

He added it was cheaper than it 

could have been because as a re-

tired electrician he did some of the 

work.ñI think [municipal inspec-

tors] have to justify their exist-

ence,ò Baynes said. ñThey turned 

around and said, óWe canôt find 

[any grow op] but ð just in case ð 

slap.  
 

contôd on page 4 

Surrey, B.C., resident targeted 
by inspectors looking for ma-
rijuana grow -op 

 

By: Kathy Tomlinson, CBC 
News  

Posted: Mar 5, 2012 2:30 AM 
PT  

Last Updated: Mar 6, 2012 
10:28 AM PT  

Read 679 comments679  
http://www.cbc.ca/news/
canada/br i t ish -co lumbia/
s t o r y / 2 0 1 2 / 0 3 / 0 2 / b c -
fishgrowop.html  
 
 A B.C. man who raises 
tropical fish said his home and 
privacy were invaded when 
local enforcement agencies 
knocked on his door while 
looking for a marijuana grow 
operation, and then forced him 
to pay for an electrical inspec-
tion and upgrade his fish -tank 
operation. 
 

 òI felt violated,ó said 
Mike Baynes, 67, from Surrey, 
B.C. òWhen they came in here 
and saw no grow-op, I think 
they should have said ôIõm sor-
ry Mike,õ and then turned 
around and walked out.ó  
Baynes is one of 128 Surrey res-
idents who donõt have grow 

operations, but were neverthe-
less subjected to searches and 
electrical repair orders in recent 
months because they use a lot 
of hydro.  
 

 òI think that is an inva-
sion of privacy,ó he said. òI 
donõt think that the City of Sur-
rey has anything to do with my 
hydro consumption.ó 
Seven B.C. municipalities, in-
cluding Surrey, are registered 
with BC Hydro to get monthly 
lists of all customers who use 
more than three times the daily 
average amount of power.  

Teams have police escort 

 Teams of electrical and 
fire inspectors then go out to 
the homes they suspect could 
be marijuana grow operations 
to conduct searches, with the 
RCMP standing by outside. 
Residents first get a written no-
tice that says if they donõt con-
sent to a search within 48 
hours, the team will seek a war-
rant. 
 

 òI heard a noise 
outside, and then when I 
went and looked I had this 
big yellow notice stuck on 
my door,ó said Baynes. 
Because he wasnõt doing 
anything illegal, Baynes 
said he had no problem 
giving his permission. In 
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London Aquaria Society  Upcoming Events  
 
 

May 6, 2012:   Club Auction  
 

May 8, 2012:   Frank Aguirre will speak on Beautiful Aquari-
ums. 
 

June 12, 2012:   Pot Luck Dinner  
 

September 30, 2012:   Show & Club Auction.  
 

October 9, 2012:   To be announced. 
 

November 13, 2012:   To be announced. 
 

December 11, 2012:   To be announced. 
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Presidentõs Message 
A Planned Outing  

 

 A bus trip has been planned for June 23rd going to Toronto, for members only. We will be 
stopping at a variety of different aquarium stores. The price will be $10.00 per person leaving at 8 
a.m. on Saturday June 23rd from Bishop Townsend Public School. The $10.00 must be paid in ad-
vance to pay for your seat. All seats have to be paid for and we will not be collecting on the day of 
the trip, this is one less headache we do not need or want. There are 47 seats available. We ask that 
you brown bag a lunch as we will not be stopping for lunch. There will be drinks available. Bring 
your coolers in case you make a purchase. 
 

(No Alcohol Permitted ) 
 

 The auction will be here and gone by this monthsõ meeting and this is a thank you in advance 
for all who helped make the auction a great success. We always have a lot of good comments about 
the auction and this is all because of all the help we get from the membership. 
 

 The guest speaker for May will be Frank Aguirre, talking about the most beautiful aquariums 
in the world. This will be another great talk from Frank as he has a 
massive amount of knowledge in the tropical fish hobby. This 
should be a feast for the eyes. 
 

 The fish show for May will be on My Favourite Fish, the 
Pairs Class, Open Class and the Plant Class. The auction will be 
there as usual. 
 

Getting Ready for the Bus trip?  I know I am!                  Ron Bishop 

President  
London Aquaria Society  

 

Please Support 

Southwestern Pet Centre 

1641 Dundas Street 

(New Location Dundas & Sas-

katoon 

London, Ontario 

They support us!!! 

519-451-7279  

 

The London Aquaria Society  is a non-profit organization, 
established in June 1956.  Its main objective is to promote 
interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and also to 
provide a means through which hobbyists may exchange 
ideas, gain information and display their fish, sharing them 
in the public in the London Area.  

 

Advertising Rates  
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Full Pageééééééé..éé..$125.00 
 

Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 is-
sues of our Newsletter.  Articles in this publica-
tion may be reprinted provided full credit is 
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Socie-
ty and 2 copies of the published bulletin or 
magazine in which the article appears, is to be 
mailed to:  
 

London Aquaria Society  
P.O. Box 45010,  RPO Fairmont 

London, Ontario   N5W 1A3  
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow -op 
 

contõd from front page 
 

Do this. And some of the quotes I got [for electricians] were $3,000.ó  The electrician who did the 
inspection confirmed Baynes did nothing wrong, but some of his wiring wasnõt up to code. Baynes 
then made some upgrades to his fish tanks, which he felt were unnecessary.   òI was picked on,ó he 
said. 
 

 Statistics show, for the first time last year, more 
often than not the Surrey teams found no illegal grow -ops 
at homes they inspected. In 2011, they found 82 marijuana 
grow operations, but also issued 128 electrical repair 
notices to law-abiding residents like Baynes. 
òWhen you donõt find anything ñ and you still look for a 
reason [to issue an order] ñ I call that harassment,ó he 
said. òAnd Iõm paying for that. I pay taxes here.ó 
Surrey fire Chief Len Garis told CBC News that since the 
program started in 2005, the teams have inspected 2,253 
homes, of which 1,158 were confirmed as illegal grow 
operations. Those homeowners were fined between 
$2,300 and $3,600, Garis said. 

Many have no grow -op 
  

 At slightly fewer homes ñ 1,067 ñ the 
inspectors found no evidence of illegal grow 
operations. Of those, 642 had legitimate reasons 
for high hydro bills.  The other 425 ñ like Baynes 
ñ were given repair notices for electrical 
violations, requiring them to do upgrades.   Garis 
added that because of the 48-hour notice of 
inspections, the grow operations they do find are 
òalmost alwaysó dismantled by the time the team 
does its search.   òWhen we get in there, the 
operators have pulled out all the plants and left,ó 
said Garis. He also said he canõt remember a 
single inspection that led to criminal charges. 
 

 òPossibly in the early days there were 
charges, but Iõm not aware of any,ó said Garis.  
He said the program is revenue neutral. Fees 
levied against homeowners with grow -ops have 
brought in $3.42 million so far, which covered the 
cost of inspections. Garis also said most residents 
without grow -ops consent to the inspections and 
donõt appeal the repair notices. 
 
 

contõd on page 5 
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Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995 

 

LONDONõS LARGEST SELECTION OF  

PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND 

SMALL ANIMALS  
 

Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies 

Knowledgeable Friendly Staff 

Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates 

Pets Always Welcome! 
 

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN 

YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEM-

BERSHIP CARD. 
 

Our Store Hours: 
 

Mon-Friéé9:30 a.m.ñ 9:00 p.m. 

Saturdayé..9:30 a.m.ñ 8:00 p.m. 

Sundayé..11:00 a.m.ñ 6:00 p.m. 
 

519-432-1600 
 

1080 Adelaide St. North 

London, Ontario 
 

www.petparadiselondon.com 
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Baynes was told the power bars he uses 

for his fish tanks posed a hazard. (CBC) 



Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow -op 
 

contõd from page 4 
 

 
The executive director of the B.C. Civil Liberties Association said he hopes more people will begin to 
stand up and fight. David Eby believes the bylaws and laws that allow these inspections would not 
hold up under constitutional challenges.  
òThere are an increasing number of people who are being subjected to these incredibly invasive 
searches who are doing nothing wrong except for potentially having some exposed wiring that they 
need to fix,ó said Eby. 

Searches challenged 

 òHow much power do we want to give police? How much power do we want to give city 
authorities to invade our privacy like that? They are going 
to find some grow -ops, for sure. But they are also going to 
violate the rights of a lot of people.ó   The BCCLA is 
supporting residents in Mission, B.C., who have launched a 
class action lawsuit over similar inspections in that 
community.  
One Mission resident who grows cucumbers was fined 
$5,200. Another got the same fine for a hot tub with faulty 
wiring.  
 

 òIf B.C. continues to operate in this way, these kinds 
of programs will be introduced across the country,ó said 
Eby. òIf people value their privacy and if they think this is 
an overreach in terms of government 
power, then they need to be speaking out 
about it now.ó   The BCCLA suspects more 
detailed B.C. Hydro customer information 
will be available to municipalities, once 
Smart Meters are gauging usage more 
quickly and accurately.   òAs technology 
improves, they will be able to get even 
more information,ó Eby predicted. 
 

 B.C. Hydro is required by 
provincial law to hand over customer 
billing information on all high -usage 
customers when asked by the 
municipality.  The utility sent 32 reports 
out last year to registered municipalities, 
detailing two years of billing history on all 
customers who used more than three 
times the daily average amount of power.  
 

 
 
 

contõd on page 6 

 
166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE    PHONE (519) 756 -6225  
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO               FAX (519) 756 -5140  

 
 

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca  
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Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies! 

The Surrey teams put notices on resi-

dents' doors, giving 48 hours notice of a 

pending inspection. (CBC) 
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for 
marijuana grow -op 

 

contõd from page 5 
 
 

 òBC Hy-
dro guards 
very near and 
dear customer 
database infor-
mation, and 
only shares it 
under legisla-

tive process,ó said Harriman.    Baynes said he pays 
$450 a month for hydro. Heõs worried now that the 
inspection teams have him on their list, they could 
be back.   òIt all reminds me of 1984 written by 
George Orwell,ó said Baynes. Chief security officer 
Bob Harriman insisted Smart Meters wonõt make much of a difference. He said the billing records 
given to municipalities will be more up to date, but otherwise the same.  òThe data being collected 
with the new metering system is no more different than the data being collected under the old sys-
tem,ó said Harriman. òThe smart meters are not that smart.óñ   The government is all powerful.ò 

 

DO BRINE SHRIMP CARRY DISEASES? 
 

By:  Mary & Dan Carson, Taken from òGuppy Associates of Torontoó 
Submitted by:  Annette & Ron Bishop, London Aquaria Society,  January 1971 Issue 
 

 Recently we have seen several articles which have suggested that feeding a lot of newly hatched brine shrimp 

can cause several problems in raising fish.  

One article mentioned that the baby brine 
shrimp carries the velvet disease, OODINI-

UM, into the tanks of baby Bettas. 
 

 Another article dealt with the still 

unidentified white body malady, to which 
female Guppies are especially susceptible.  

The symptoms reportedly cleared up when the 
amount of brine shrimp being fed was re-

duced. 
 

 A third article revealed that insecti-

cides such as DDT were found to be present in 
the salt water where brine shrimp eggs are 

collected.  It reported that Utah eggs show a 

heavier concentration of DDT than San Fran-
cisco eggs and that there is some evidence that 

the level of DDT in the Utah eggs can be 
harmful. 

contõd on page 7 

Hours of Operation  

Monday -Thursday 
11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday    
10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday     Closed 

11 Frank Street 
Strathroy, Ontario  
N7G 2R2 

David Eby, of the B.C. Civil Liberties Association, 

thinks the searches are an unjustified invasion of 

privacy. (CBC) 

An RCMP officer waits in a car outside 

while inspections are conducted. 
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Surrey, B.C., resident targeted by inspectors looking for marijuana grow-op 
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We use the Utah eggs because they are cheaper and our feeding regimen for young fish has been alternating copious 
servings of baby brine shrimp with equally copious feedings of micro-worms.  This coupled with frequent partial water 

changes gives us the best early growth that we have been able to achieve with fry in their first few weeks of life. 
 

 So, we are reluctant to discontinue the use of brine shrimp even if in the face of these articles and the fact that we 

have seen some outbreaks of OODINIUM on both baby Gouramies and Tetras and we have had some problems with the 
white body malady on our females Guppies.Our thinking on the subject was greatly influenced by the experiences of 

two friends of ours, both of whom are proficient Angel fish breeders who raise fish in commercial quantities.  Some years 
ago, one of these men was contending with an epidemic which was wiping out thousands of young Angels in his hatch-

ery.  After trying all kinds of medication without success, he began to vary some of  his customary procedures to see if he 

could discover the source of the problem. 
 

 He had been re-using the brine in which he hatched his shrimp eggs and as an experiment began to make up a 

fresh solution for each hatch.  When he did this, his epidemic disappeared!   The re-using of the hatching brine is recom-

mended by many on the grounds that better hatches are obtained in water that has been used several times.  There is 
probably some validity to this claim.  Certainly Killie eggs can be induced to hatch by the introduction of some bacteria 

which apparently break down the shell of the egg to the advantage of the enclosed fry.  A bacteria buildup in the brine 

solution could well act in a similar way on the brine shrimp eggs. 
 

 However, it is also possible to experiment with the hatching solution and length of time needed for the hatch un-
til a combination is struck which gives close to 100% hatch with a fresh solution.  So, the òold wateró method is of doubt-

ful benefit.   More recently, our second Angelfish breeding friend began losing whole spawns to what appeared to be 

some kind of intestinal infection.  He too, went the route of many medications to no avail.  We told him about the experi-
ence of the first friend. This second breeder was not re-using the brine solution but he did make a practice of transfer-

ring unhatched eggs from the hatch being harvested to the next hatch.  As an experiment he discontinued this and re-
ported a noticeable decrease in the number of losses. 
 

 Like most freshwater aquarists we have always though of salt water as being antiseptic.  After all, we regularly 

use salt in the treatment of diseases and we wash tanks with salt water to sterilize them.  But in thinking about two expe-

riences of these Angelfish breeders, it occurred to us that perhaps this attitude toward salt water was making us careless 
about the cleanliness of our brine shrimp hatchers.   Since OODINIUM is a common disease of many marine fish, obvious-

ly some species of this parasite can live in salt water.  It occurred to us that we might be unintentionally culturing some 
pretty virulent strains of toxins or micro-organisms along with the brine shrimp we were hatching. 
 

 So, we set up two procedures in connection with our hatching of brine shrimp.  The first is simply to mix a fresh 
salt solution for every single hatch.  The second is a complete weekly sterilization of everything used in connection with 

the hatching of the shrimp.  In addition to the hatching containers, this 
includes air-stones and air tubing, siphon hoses, syringes used for feed-

ing, jars and nets.   Our procedure is to soak them all in a strong solution 

of household bleach, neutralize it with Sodium Thiosulphate and rinse 

thoroughly,  This is the same procedure we use to clean filters. Since 

we have been following these procedures the outbreaks of OODINI-
UM have been reduced to zero!  Our problem with the white body has 

never been serious and at this writing we cannot document any im-

provement here but we would like to offer another line of thought. 
 

 Feeding newly hatched brine shrimp has been a common 
practice among Guppy breeders for many years. 

 

contõd on page  8 



Paradise Fish  
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_fish  

 
 The paradise fish  or paradise gouramis  (Macropodus opercularis ), are small 

freshwater labyrinth fish found in ditches and paddy fields in East Asia, ranging from the 

Korean Peninsula to Northern Vietnam.  
 

 Paradise gouramis were one of the first ornamental fishes available to western 

aquarium keepers, having been imported to Europe as early as the 1800s. These small 
fish (adults are typically about 10cm (4")) are ideal lone inhabitants of aquariums, being 
physically robust, somewhat colorful and more alert/behaviorally interesting than gold-

fish. The paradise fish is one of the more aggressive members of its family, by being more 
aggressive than the blue gourami. Yet they are far less aggressive than the rarely kept 
Combtail.  

Behaviour:   Paradise Fish are fairly combative, harassing and attacking each other as 
well as potentially killing small fish. In the wild, they are predators, eating insects, inver-
tebrates and fish fry. The popularity of this species has waned in recent decades as much 

more colorful (and often, less pugnacious) species of gouramis have become widely avail-
able to hobbyists. This species is one of the few fish that  can change its color (l ighter  or  

darker) in response to stimuli.  

Habitat and Diet:   Paradise gouramis 

are tolerant of virtually any water con-
ditions, surviving in cool and warm wa-
ters alike. They can be kept in outdoor 

ponds, or even the simplest of unheat-
ed aquariums. They will accept virtual-
ly any food, but should be given a rea-

sonably high -protein diet (as opposed 
to vegetable -based foods of the sort 

sold for goldfish.)  

contôd on page 9 
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To our knowledge however, the white body malady has appeared only in the last 

two or three years.  Is it possible that the appearance of this malady coincides with 
the rising level of DDT concentrations in the sea?  If there is a relationship here, it 

is the first evidence we have seen of damage to the brine shrimp supply by DDT.  

We would like to add our voices to those who are crying out for the banning of 
DDT before we not only ruin our brine shrimp supply but the rest of our environ-

ment as well.   If any hobbyist can add his experience to ours in connection with 
brine shrimp and disease or DDT contamination, we would appreciate hearing 

from him. 
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Reproduction:    As is typical of most bettas and 

gouramis, spawning involves a male building a 
bubble nest (a floating mat of saliva -coated air 
bubbles, often incorporating plant matter) and 

attracting a female to it. If the female accepts 
the male's advances, the fish will 'embrace' in open water, releasing both eggs and sperm 

into the water. The male gathers the fertilized eggs after each embrace, spitting them up 
into the bubble nest. After spawning, the male has no further use for the female and may 
violently attack her (and any other fish that approaches the nest.) Once the fry hatch and 

have begun to swim freely, the male is best removed and the fry raised on infusoria or 
newly hatched brine shrimp.  

In Home Aquarium:   Male paradise fish should be kept apart, since they will fight ag-

gressively by locking jaws. A male can be kept with females; females may also be kept to-
gether in groups. A tank that includes paradise fish should be at least 2.5 gallons in size 
for a single male or 20 -30 gallons for a community tank. The tank should be well planted 

and covered; bogwood and rockwork may be included. Paradise Fish are often aggressive 

thus tankmates must be chosen with care.  
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