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A rarely imported loach,
the red-tailed squirrel loach is
worthy of its own setup dedicated to its exacting need for
cold, swift-moving water.

Due to its remote area of origin,
this genus, Aborichthys, contained only five valid species until now, often introduced to the
trade as bycatch or a misidentification of other well-known
loaches. Nearly all Aborichthys
species are threatened in their
natural habitat. Due to soil erosion, caused by deforestation,
their habitat is in danger and
needs protecting. The areas
where the loaches are found in
Darjeeling, the hill streams, are
polluted due to agricultural runoff, the widespread use of poison, and electrical fishing.

Almost exactly 100 years
ago, during an expedition to
the Indian Abor-Hills, a loach
that displayed rather curious
body markings was captured. It
was obvious, after some reAborichthys species
search, that this new species
represented a completely un- mostly inhabit shallow, swiftly
flowing stretches of streams and
known genus.
minor rivers, often with a noticeThe Abor-Hills are
able gradient. Not only are they
among the most desolate places
rheophilic
and one of the most beautiful
(needing
fastareas on earth. The hills can be
flowing water),
found in Arunachal-Pradesh, a
but they also instate in northeast India that borhabit rushing torders Bhutan, the People's Rerents with flow
public of China (Tibet), and
velocities from 16
Myanmar. On the north side,
to 65 feet per
the gigantic flank of the Himalasecond!
yas is connected.

Annette has a video to
show us on a surprise
topic. See you there.
Happy St. Patricks Day
Everyone

A. elongatus
The

red-tailed squirrel
loach (A. elongatus), is native to
the entire Arunachal Pradesh
and the district of Darjeeling,
situated in the northernmost
part of the state of West Bengal,
India, and widely known to
passionate tea lovers. Here, in
the Reang River at an altitude
of 2,000 feet, the specimens
were found.
This small species, also
colloquially known as the redtailed or striped sand loach,
reaches a maximum length of 4
inches and, because of its distinct social behavior, is a very
interesting and peaceful ornamental fish, even for small-sized
aquaria.
cont’d on page 4
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March 4, 2014: Annette has a surprise video to show us.

See

you all there.

Unsung Hero’s of the
London Aquaria Society
Over the years there have been so many Members who
have given up some of their time to help run our club, never
asking for anything in return. This year, I hope to mention
some of those Members to tell them how much we appreciate
what they do for us.
Eric has also been with the club for many years and he
takes care of our Website. Like everyone, Eric is a very busy
guy but he always manages to take care of the Website so that
it’s working perfectly for all of us. He also helps out at our
yearly Auctions. So Eric, on behalf of the London Aquaria Society, I would like to thank you for helping us out.

Thanks Eric
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Vice President’s Message
Well, we had a taste of spring but it looks like winter is about to show it’s ugly
head again but I don’t think it will be long before Spring shines through again. Due to the
March break, our meeting will be held a week earlier, on March 4th, at the school.
Ron will probably be unable to attend this month’s meeting, so we will think
of him often and carry on as usual. The showing of the Bowl Beautiful at our last meeting
was outstanding with 14 lovely entries. Good work everyone. This months jar show will
be mollies, guppies and swordtails. Bring out your fish and enter them, we will still have
the Open fish and plant class.
Frank Aquirre gave a fabulous talk last month on the Goldfish which we found
very informative. This month Annette has a surprise DVD. Come and enjoy it.
As usual, we will have our auction, so, bring out your fish and plants that you
grew over the winter and any other items you might have hanging around.
Dorothy Reimer
Vice-President
London Aquaria Society

The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising
tropical fish and also to provide a means through
which hobbyists may exchange ideas, gain information and display their fish, sharing them in the public
in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10
issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication
may be reprinted provided full credit is given to the
Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of
the published bulletin or magazine in which the article
appears, is to be mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

Sat: 10am-6pm

Thurs & Fri: 10am-9pm Sun:10am-5pm

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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The Red-Tailed Squirrel Loach
cont’d from front page

A.elongatus is found in
t r o p i ca l ra i n fo r e st s w i t h
temperate climate and heavy
monsoon rains during the rainy
season (July to September). The
landscape is marked by alpine
conditions in the cold, high
mountain regions, with
mountain peaks reaching approximately 19,000 to 23,000 feet, as well as ice-cold, rushing mountain
streams at an altitude of 13,000 feet. The need for cold water must be replicated in the aquarium.
This species lives in caves formed by the gravel and rock substrates. The red-tailed loach is
optimally adapted to this life by an extremely elongated body and a large, paddle-like caudal fin. In
addition to this, the species possesses adhesive organs at the inferior side of the outer pectoral and
pelvic fin rays.
There are numerous local variants of the red-tailed loach. It is not clear whether these variants are
different color morphs of the same species or
PET PARADISE
represent different species. But, in principle, the
SUPERSTORE
marking on the rounded caudal fin is characteristic
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
of all Aborichthys species. Due to the remote
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
nature of its natural waters, this species is seldom
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS
seen in the trade.
Uncommon to Find, Easy to Keep:



At the end of the year 2011, I happened to get
some of these rare river loaches from an
ornamental fish importer in Germany. My
specimens didn’t require much maintenance. The
animals should be kept at least in small groups
with more than five specimens because of their
highly developed social behavior. I set up a 21gallon tank for them, using stone slabs to recreate
their natural habitat.



For the substrate, I used a mixture of a few
medium-sized pebbles with small gravel and fine
sand between.




Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU
PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com
London Aquaria Society
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The Red-Tailed Squirrel Loach
cont’d from page 4

Since Aborichthys species like to dig, decorative items are best placed directly onto the aquarium base
before the substrate is added. I always try to imitate the natural environment of fishes (water
chemistry values, filtration, light, substrate, etc.) as closely as possible. Aquatic plants are not a
necessary feature, though you can use them in order to enhance the aesthetics. For this reason, you
can do without lightning.
At the beginning, I installed a simple 265-gallon-per-hour external filter for my river loaches.
Recreating the strong current and oxygen-rich water was more important than the filtration because I
conducted regular water changes. I used normal tap water with a conductivity of about 650 µS/cm
(water hardness about 3.5 mmol/l). The pH value was correspondingly high at 7.3. The water
temperature was nearly 77 F at the beginning. Vuorela (2007) caught A. elongatus in spring 2004
in the Reli River where the water temperature stays below 68 F and there is a high pH value of 8.2.
It is often observed that the temperatures fall below 50 F during winter. Despite the fact that
these species are found in warm waters, up to 79 F, during the hottest time of the year, this high
temperature should be used only for a relatively short period of time. After I noticed accelerated
respiration in the loaches above a temperature of 77
F, I switched off the aquarium heater
immediately. The water temperature plummeted to an average of approximately 64 to 68 F. The
loaches really enjoyed this change, as they became active swimmers and appeared to be in good
health.
Breeding Loaches:
The small Asian loaches can be induced to
breed by two simple things: feeding and
water changes. It can be confidently said
that A. elongatus is omnivorous. The
loaches are interested in everything that
swims, floats, sinks, or lies on the substrate.
It just has to look like food. The curious
166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE PHONE (519) 756-6225
loaches are always searching for anything
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
FAX (519) 756-5140
to eat and are not afraid to snatch dried
www.thetropicalfishroom.ca
food, even at the water’s surface. Worms
hidden in the substrate are excavated
purposefully by the use of their snout.
Furthermore, the daily feeding with live
Artemia salina was a true pleasure to my
Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
loaches. As soon as I tipped a small sieve
full of the brine shrimp nauplii into the
water, the loaches were excited.
London Aquaria Society
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The Red-Tailed Squirrel Loach
cont’d from page 5

They spent the next hour tirelessly capturing the tiny crustaceans.
The weekly water change really excited the river loaches. As soon as I added fresh water into
the tank, all the loaches lined up close together, even if they were hidden between the layers of stone
slabs before.
Breeding loaches can be considered difficult. Aquarists are still discovering how to breed them,
although a few ambitious fish lovers have achieved new knowledge and advances in this specialized
area.
The issues of sexual differentiation, seasonality, as well as the reproductive cycle of the specimens in their natural habitat (e.g., spawning migration) are still a wide-open field of research for inquisitive aquarists. I found no reports of successful breeding of Aborichthys in literature.
A few members of the sucker loach family live in fast-flowing freshwater mountain streams and
are known to migrate upstream into cold and oxygen-rich waters during the spawning season. I
wanted to perform a most extraordinary experiment. I replaced my standard aquarium (21 gallons)
with a large, elongated “race tank” (nearly double the volume). The “tiny” external filter was supplemented by a forceful powerhead (1,000 gallon/hour). I placed a small foam cartridge at the inlet of
this filter to prevent the agile loaches from being sucked into the pump. Furthermore, I sealed the
aquarium cover meticulously because the
Aborichthys species are known to locate even
the smallest gap.
My red-tailed loaches obviously enjoyed their new surrounding very much. They
11 Frank Street
especially loved to play in the oxygen-rich jet
Strathroy, Ont.
of water produced by the powerhead. I was
N7G 2R2
amazed how much power the loaches have to
struggle against the strong and steady flow of
water.
I fed only small living food (mainly water
PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
fleas, Artemia salina nauplii, mosquito larvae,
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
and Cyclops) during the last weeks.
519-245-0721
After another ten days, I reduced the
Monday-Thursday
Saturday
temperature. Since the aquarium heater was 11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday:
already removed, I cooled down the tap wa- Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.
ter for the water change by using ice cubes.
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info

London Aquaria Society
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 Rasboras

 Loaches

 Rainbow Fish

 Plecos

We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger
selection of fish and corals. Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.
Sealife Central has moved to:
3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.

The Red-Tailed Squirrel Loach
cont’d from page 6

I used an external 21-gallon vat to lower the tap water temperature to 45*F by adding the frozen ice.
From there, I pumped the ice-cold water directly to the aquarium with the aid of a small water
pump. In this way the small loaches benefitted from a weekly “ice-cold” shower, which they obviously enjoyed much.
The water temperature in the aquarium decreased for a short period of time to between 55
and 59*F and then settled at a room-temperature level between 64* and 68*F within 24 hours.
Needless to say, my beloved water plants disliked this procedure; they died within a short period of
time.
After a few weeks and a lot of water changes, one of the seven specimens (a female?) displayed some significantly different characteristics: It was now colored in a paler tone (and a little bit
yellowish) compared to the other six olive-gray specimens. It also clearly exhibited a more chubby
girth, and the striped pattern on the body disappeared nearly completely.
London Aquaria Society
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The Red-Tailed Squirrel Loach
cont’d from page 7

Two of the loaches, the yellowish one and a grayish one, separated themselves from the others
distinctly and stayed very close to each other for most of the day. The darker Aborichthys was the
active one. It nudged the brighter loach with its snout and pestered this fish for a long period of time.
They often rested close to each other on a stone slab, and sometimes their bodies trembled. Contrary
to the behavior often observed in other loaches, like parallel swimming or bashing with their caudal
fins, this was obviously more or less a trembling of the whole body.
Sometimes one of the Aborichthys jumped over the other one and continued resting at the
other side of his mate.
The other members of the community kept their distance from the two “lovers.” For this reason, I didn’t want to change anything. I continued to offer ice-cold showers once or twice a week
and tiny living food.

Thanks Jack
Why Do Fish Jump Out of Water?
By: John B. Virata
www.fishchannel.com/aquarium-fish/why-do-fish-jump.aspx
Reprinted from Aqua Antics, Sarnia Aquarium Society, November/December 2013

Fish are known mostly for swimming in water and not jumping out of the water. However,
certain fishes tend to jump and some can jump fairly high. Some can even fly. Well not really, but the
flying fish can actually soar for quite a distance. Fish tend to jump for several reasons, the most common being because the fish is hunting or is being hunted. Jumping makes for a good defense mechanism as the fish being hunted can temporarily escape the fish that is doing the hunting. Game fish such
as marlin and largemouth bass tend to jump out of the water to loosen the hook that may be stuck to
their lip.
These fish will jump clear out of the water
and shake their head violently in an effort to remove the hook that is impeding their freedom.
Other fish, such as the invasive Asian carp, have
been known to jump out of the water when an
outboard powered boat drives through the water
in which these fish live. There are plenty of YouTube videos showing these carp jumping out of
the water, often landing in the boats that are going through the area.

London Aquaria Society

Wonderful PetsExcellent Products

Superior
Aquariums
Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459,
Local 519-273-7917, Fax 519-273-1249 Come
visit us at 20 Corcoran Street, Stratford, Ontario
N5A 1V7
Show your
Membership Card
to
get 15% off Fish
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Why Do Fish Jump Out of Water?
cont’d from page 8

It is not known why these fish jump but there is speculation that the outboard motor's noise causes the fish to
jump out of the water.
Aquarium fish, on the other hand, jump for other reasons. The marbled hatchetfish is an accomplished jumper
and unless your tank is securely covered, the hatchetfish
will jump out of the tank. The marbled hatchetfish
(Carnegiella marthae) feeds on the surface, and in the wild are known to jump out of the water to
dislodge any insects that may be crawling on any low hanging leaves or branches. Once the insect hits
the water, the hatchetfish has an easy meal. Another popular tropical fish that is known to jump out
of the water is the African butterflyfish (Pantodon buchholzi). The African butterflyfish lives near the
surface and can jump out of water to capture prey or escape from predators. It also has eyes that enable it to see above and below the water's surface.
Tropical fish jumping out of water can also be due to bad water quality in the fish tank. Improperly cycling your aquarium can cause fish to jump out as can high concentrations of ammonia or
improper pH levels. Fish do breathe oxygen, and when water is dirty, there is less oxygen in the fish
tank for the fish to breathe. Lack of decorations or hiding spots can contribute to fish jumping. Other
fish that are known to jump out of their tanks include comet goldfish, killifish, (which tend to jump
from water puddle to water puddle in the wild), and on the saltwater side, firefish are known jumpers. Koi, the most popular pond fish, have been known to jump out of the water. If you keep fish
that jump out of water, such as the hatchetfish or African butterflyfish, try and reduce this capability
by adding floating plants and decorations that would inhibit their capability to gather speed to jump
out. And keep your aquarium covered with a secure lid.

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
London Aquaria Society
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Dead Oarfish Spark
Earthquake Rumours
Copyright © C IMI/KTL A/YouT ube

www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/
content.php?
Submitted by: Laurel & Bob Steele,
London Aquaria Society, December
2013

The discovery of two dead Oarfish
in California within days of one another
has led to rumours of an earthquake.
Finding even one of these deepwater fish is extremely rare, and the fact
that there have now been two has led to
social media buzzing about an ancient
Japanese myth, which says that the appearance of these fish precedes an earthquake.
The body of a 4.2m/14' Oarfish
washed up on a beach in Oceanside five days after the carcass of a
5.4m/18' specimen was found off
Catalina Island.
Neither of the Oarfish had
any visible signs of injury, leading
to speculation that deep underwater disturbance may have affected
them in some way.
Scientists are sceptical,
saying there's no data to support
a link between these 'sea serpents' and tectonic activity.
The Daily Telegraph reported that following the big
earthquakes in Haiti and Taiwan
in 2010, dozens of Oarfish
washed up in Japan. But the Tohoku earthquake disaster, which
caused more than 15,000 deaths
in Japan, did not happen until a
year later, in March 2011.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar 2014
March
15 & 16 - Calgary Aquarium Society Annual speaker weekend
16 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
16 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
29 - Brant Aquarium Society Spring Annual Auction & Show. Check the website here.

April
6 - Durham & Region Aquarium Society Aquariana Auction. Check here as more details become
available.
12 - Sarnia Aquarium Society spring auction, click here for more details
27 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
27 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON - deadline for executive nominations

May
4 - London Aquarium Society Spring Auction, Dorchester, ON Details will be found here
16-18 CAOAC Annual Convention hosted by the Durham Region Aquarium Society. Check the
convention page for a link to updates.

June
22 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
22 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC President's Barbecue & Award Presentations, Waterdown ON 22 - 1:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
An Ice Wave from the floor of
Lake Huron near Mackinac Island
Mother Nature doing her thing!
Amazing pictures up around
Mackinac Island !!!
Michigan has had the coldest
winter in decades.
Water expands to freeze, and
at Mackinaw City the water in Lake
Huron below the surface ice was supercooled. It expanded to breakthrough the surface ice and froze into
this incredible wave.
This wave phenomena occurs
in Antarctica, but in Michigan ? Yes,
it's been quite a winter!

Thanks Annette
London Aquaria Society
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BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Lloyd Swance

February

Red Swordtail (Xiphophorus helleri)

Ron Bishop

February

Bowl Beautiful

Name

Fish Name

Month

Gift Certificate Sponsor
Big Al’s Aquarium Services
Pet’s ‘n Ponds

Adult Fish Competition

Lloyd Swance

February

Anabantids Pearl Gourami (Trichopodus leerii)

Lloyd Swance

February

open

Ron Bishop

February

Bowl Beautiful

Annette
& Ron Bishop
Bob
Steele

February
Gold
Pristella Tetra (Pristella maxillaris)
February openBowl
Beautiful

Jennifer
McNaughton
Bob
Steele

February
Turquoise
Australian Rainbowfish(Melanotaenia lacustris)
February openBowl
Beautiful

Annette & Ron
Bishop
Dorothy
Reimer

February
Gold
Pristella Tetra (Pristella maxillaris)
February openBowl
Beautiful

John Swick

February

Bowl Beautiful

Nancy Egelton

February

Bowl Beautiful

Annette Bishop

February

Bowl Beautiful

James Kelly

February

Bowl Beautiful

James Kelly

February

Bowl Beautiful

Ribbon
Red

Red Swordtail (Xiphophorus hellerii)

Bob Steele

May EditorPairs Albino Long-finned Plecos (Ancistrus sp.)
Dear

Jennifer McNaughton

May

Red
Red
Red
Blue
White

Blue - tied
Blue - tied
White

Pairs Emperor Tetras (Nematobrycon palmeri)

At Pairs
the February
LAS
meeting,
Frank ramirezi)
Morgan Jensma
May
German Blue
Rams
(Mikrogeophagus
Aguirre was the guest speaker and he spoke
to us about fancy Goldfish. He had pictures
Annette & Ron Bishop
November
Killifish
(Aplocheilus
panchax) us
White
of manypairs
of Blue
the Panchax
unique
breeds,
reminding
Annette $ Ron Bishop
November pairs Purple Passion Danio (Danio roseus)
they have been around for a thousand years
Jennifer McNaughton
November pairs Kribensis (Pelvicachromis pulcher)
and
talked about the
challenges of keeping them healthy. I have
Bob Steele
November pairs Red Swordtail (Xiphophorus helleri)
many
goldfish that spend
the pairs
summer
outside
in ponds
Bob Steele
November
Spotted
Tilapia (Tilapia
mariae)but I bring
them inside for the winter. It lets me enjoy them all year. During the winter, I always have a few that deAdult Plant Competition
velop a swim bladder problem, especially a couple of the Oranda and Ryukin type. I’ve tried many things
James
Kelly the problem
November
open Java
Fern Windelov
(Microsorium
'Windelov')
Red for a long time but
to
correct
but without
complete
success.
I’ve pteropus
been pre-soaking
sinking food
Bob Steele
open Moss
ball (most
Cladophora
aegagropila
)
with
marginal results.November
One Oranda
spent
of his
day belly
up on the surface of Blue
the water and would finally be swimming normally just before the next feeding time.
Frank reminded me that salt is a good addition to goldfish water, so I decided to start adding that
again but he also mentioned that the swim bladder issue is the result of not enough fiber in their diet and
that vegetable fiber is important. A light bulb went on for me. I chatted with him after, as well as with
Lorraine Gregson, who specializes in Goldfish and Koi. From the information they gave me I went home
and made a vegetable concoction and started feeding it exclusively. I keep it frozen and bring out enough
for a day or two. Like magic, all the swim problems vanished literally overnight and they all look magnificent. I’m thrilled!
London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant
Category

September

open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

Non-fish

October

open

open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

Family

November open

Aquatic
Animals

Fish Categories

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

none

January

open

open fish

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

Pairs

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

-

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

-

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish

June

none

none

Class

My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)
None due to Awards Night

Bowl Beautiful
Novelty Bowl
Family
Pairs
-

My starting recipe: Cooked peas, cooked sweet potato, cooked spinach, raw
zucchini, flaked oatmeal chopped fine, kiwi. All chopped, mixed and then frozen. Next batch, I’ll add or substitute a few other ingredients like spirulina, cucumber, and other veggies. I’m going to avoid protein for now as my new
food is working like a charm and bonus, it’s good for all my tropical fish, especially plecos, who love it.
Thanks Frank and the LAS! Just when I think I know it all, or that I’m not interested in a
topic, I’m reminded that I can always learn and apply new ideas.
Nancy Drummond
Dear Nancy. I can’t thank you enough for writing this article, because I also learned so much
from your experiment with fibre in food for bladder problems in fancy Goldfish.
For years, people would bring their sick Koi and Goldfish to us for healing purposes, especially
those with bladder troubles. In our experience, good water conditions and salt along with lots of
exercise would clear up any troubles the Goldfish would have but they would always return again.
Because we never had troubles with bladder problems in our own Goldfish, I always felt that
it was due to the water conditions and soaking pellets before
feeding but now I find out that a good quality food with lots of
fibre is just as important, not to mention the fact that you can
make it yourself very inexpensively.
Nancy, would you mind if I put this information into the
Forest City Pond Club Newsletter?

Hugs, Lorraine
London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to
schedule a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
660 Speedvale Avenue West, Suite 305, Guelph
Quality Aquarium Supplies

Phone: 519-546-6911

Email: info@angelfins.ca

Here are the pictures that Bob took of Bowl
Beautiful at our February Jar Show. I don’t know
about you but I think that Bob did a fabulous job
and I hope to see more pictures by him in the future.

Thanks Bob
London Aquaria Society

Page 14

C.A.O.A.C. Report
February 15, 2014
At the executive meeting, a question came up. Can you be a CAOAC
“Judge”, or a chairperson for a CAOAC committee if you are not a current
member of CAOAC, (member of a club that is a member of CAOAC)?
There was discussion on the topic.
A motion was made to amend the by-law to state that you must be a member of CAOAC to be a chairperson or judge and sit on the executive. The topic must be brought up
again, in two months. It was decided that it will be brought up again at the CAOAC convention in

Committees
May 2014.
AHD: no report
Awards: It was brought up that clubs need to read the rules prior to applying for awards
Binder: It has been discussed that the name “binder” does not suit anymore, since it is no longer in
binder format. It will be titled “requirements”.
It is posted on the CAOAC website that award recipients will not be posted for public view for privacy issues.
Breeders: 1 submission
FAAS: no report
Fish Rescue: no report
Futures: no report
Judges meeting date has been postponed, TBA
Membership: late submission from Ottawa
Newsletter: no report
Open Programs: to be passed on to Ken at the awards meeting
Show: no report
Steering: no report
Ways & Means: doing well. Donation of chili from Ed, a small auction was held.
Webmaster: updates (some made) please see the site! Especially for convention information!

Club Reports
Brantford: looking for show sponsors ($30/class). Show is March 29/14
Calgary - up to 65 members, having an event March 15-16/14
Chatham - no report
Durham - dinner Sat Feb 22 Gary Lange speaker. Aquariama Apr 6 $1/bag
Hamilton - Show and auction Sat Mar 22/14 needs sponsors $35/class
Kitchener - thinking of planning a dinner speaker (Spencer Jack)for the fall, it may be the Sept 27/14
(night before our auction).
Ottawa - no report
Peel - no report
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. February 16, 2014 Report
London - Frank Aguirre spoke about the history of goldfish. We had our first
bowl beautiful in our monthly jar show. 9 entries, 8 entrants. Ron won first, Bob
won second and third. Sarah was our unsung hero of LAS. Well deserved.
Sarnia - April 12/14 spring auction, Sept 13/14 fall auction
Using, starting a freshwater aquarium for March.
St Catherines - used CAOAC program for Feb starting a planted aquarium.
TFEC - no longer a member
Windsor - no report CAOAC will be sending out a welcome package to them
Very Important News: Durham - has a two page report on pricing and speakers etc for the May
2014 convention. Lorraine is going to see if she can get this to print.
Convention 2014
Tom Mason brought to our attention that the government is rewriting by-laws regarding not for
profits groups. There may be a way for them to take our money away. There will be someone looking into the details of this. More later…
Durham - has a two page report on pricing and speakers etc for the May 2014 convention. Lorraine
is going to see if she can get this to print.

Horticultural Award Report
The Horticultural Award Program is moving along very well and there was a few certificates
handed out over the past few months. Here are the H.A.P. Standings.

BREEDERS AWARD REPORT
There were a few people taking
part in the B.A.P. and Betsy Ullyatt is a
new Member starting out.

2013-2014
Ron & Annette Bishop…………
Derek Tucker…………………...
John Swick……………………...
Stephen Gregson……………….

150
45
40
20

Specialist Breeder Program
When you participate in the Breeders Award Program, you are automatically included in the
Specialist Breeders Award Program. This program is for people who have an interest in a specific
type of fish.
Specialist Breeders Program (SBP) Rules
1. The rules for this program are the same as the Breeders Award Program with the following
exceptions.
2. Each spawn that qualifies, generates 1 point for that class of fish.
3. A species may count only once (e.t. Guppy Half Black and Guppy Red Albino are counted as
one spawning).
London Aquaria Society
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Specialist Breeder Program
Each column displays the number of species required to spawn to achieve that level.
Specialist

Category
Livebearer
Anabantoids
Cichlids: African
South American
Killifish
Rainbows
Catfish
Characins
Cyprinidae
Invertebrates

6
2
10
5
5
5
5
5
5
3

Senior
Specialist

15
4
25
10
10
10
10
10
10
6

Master Grand

Master

30
6
35
15
20
15
15
15
15
12

45
10
50
25
60
20
20
30
30
18

The following people have received
Specialist Breeders Awards
Ron & Annette Bishop
Livebearer: Specialist
Livebearer: Senior Specialist
Anabantoids: Specialist
Cichlid: African Specialist
South American Specialist
Rainbow: Specialist
Catfish: Specialist
Cyprinidae: Specialist
Invertebrates: Specialist

Specialist Breeder Awards
Ed Plesko
Livebearer: Specialist
Cichlid: African: Specialist
South American: Specialist
Catfish: Specialist
Invertebrates: Specialist
John Swick
Livebearer: Specialist

Jennifer McNaughton
Livebearer: Specialist
Derek Tucker
Livebearer: Specialist
Stephen Gregson
Livebearer: Specialist & Senior Specialist

Breeder’s Award Program Annual Results as of March 1, 2014
John Swick……..55
Jennifer McNaughton…..20

Stephen Gregson……..50
Betsy Ullyatt………..…..5

Ron & Annette Bishop……….40

Shark Sense
When faced with danger, many animals 'freeze" so
that no movement can be detected by an approaching
predator. There is a shark species called the bamboo
shark, that appears to have developed an instinct for becoming immobile even before birth. Living in the ocean
waters from Australia to India, bamboo sharks lay eggs
which would make a great meal for many predators.
However, the baby shark embryos can detect
predators by sensing their bio-electric fields. When that
happens, the embryos stop making movements and the
predator goes on its merry way.
London Aquaria Society
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CULTURING “VINEGAR EELS”
By: Jim Hirsch, London Aquaria Society, January 1991
Reprint: Cichlid Chatter February 1978, Greater Chicago Cichlid Association & Davis Aquarium Society.
Submitted by: Annette & Ron Bishop, London Aquaria Society, February 2013

Vinegar eels (sometimes called micro-eels) are a tiny worm, quite similar in size to the microworm. Naturally, this means that in the aquarist’s “ecology” vinegar eels and micro-worms fill approximately the same “niche” as both are fed to fry that are too small to take baby brine shrimp as a
first food but in my experience, vinegar eels are much easier to culture and eel cultures lack the often
offensive odor of micro-worm .
I culture my vinegar eels in pint jars, as this produces plenty of the little critters for my purposes. If a larger culture is desired, just use a larger container and multiply the amount of ingredients
that follow by an appropriate number. In the pint jar I place 1/2 pint of water and 1/2 pint of apple
cider vinegar. If desired, you can use 100% apple cider vinegar but you need not. Now, add one
tablespoon sugar and stir thoroughly. When the sugar is dissolved, add your start of vinegar eels. At
this point the difficult part begins as it is best to wait until the culture gets good and thick before feeding from it and this could take up to six weeks but once it gets thick, you have a bunch of tiny worms.
Probably the first thing to do at this point is to start another culture, so that when the first one
is used up, the second one will be ready. After that, the feeding begins. To feed a small amount you
can just squirt a little of the culture into the appropriate tank. Vinegar just acidifies the water a bit
and after a while, it goes away but there are other feeding methods that aren’t much more trouble.
Perhaps the easiest is to start with a funnel and set it in a jar or bowl. Cover the inside of the funnel
with filter paper (a coffee filter will do). Pour some of your vinegar eel culture through this filter. As
the filtered vinegar drains through, it can be put back into the main culture jar if desired. If you really
want to keep the vinegar out of your tanks, the eels can be rinsed with water. This will also serve to
concentrate them at one point at the mouth of the funnel. At this point, you can proceed in either
of two directions. You can dip the filter paper directly into the tanks to be fed or, if you want, a little
more control over the amount of food placed into the tank, you can dip the paper into a bowl of
water, then take a baster or eye dropper and squirt the
worms into the appropriate tanks.
Cichlid Chatter: I raise vinegar eels in a wide mouth
gallon jar and to harvest, all I do is dip into the jar
with a baby brine shrimp net.
Culturing vinegar eels is so cheap and easy that
there’s no excuse for not having live food for tiny
egglayer fry. Just give your culture time to develop
properly and the harvest of vinegar eels will satisfy
your fry and your for weeks.
London Aquaria Society
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Durham Club Report
February 16th 2014
Membership is currently 76.
Our Annual Social Dinner is February 22 with guest speaker Gary Lange on Gathering Rainbowfish in
New Guinea. Flyers will be sent out to all clubs and previous attendees. Dinner and speaker ticket
price will also be the same at $25.00. The location is La Roya Banquet Hall in Ajax.
Dinner tickets will be available at the February 16th CAOAC General Meeting.
The DRAS Speaker Program for the following four months are:
· March 18th 2014

Matt Kolmann (University of Toronto) - Freshwater Rays

· April 8th 2014

Peter De Souza (Southern Ontario Killifish Society) - Killifish

· May 13th 2014

Ken Boorman (Chatham Kent Aquarium Society & ANGFA)
- Non-Rainbowfish species of Australia and New Guinea

· June 10th 2014
Nathan Lujan (University of Toronto) - Loricariidae
DRAS “Aquariama” is on April 6th 2014. Vendor expo and our Buck a Bag auction continues.
CAOAC Convention Toronto 2014
See information following…
CAOAC Convention Toronto 2014 – “Conservation & Preservation”
Presented by Durham Region Aquarium Society (DRAS)
May 16th – 18th 2014 - Victoria Day Weekend.
Humber College, North Campus, 205 Humber College Blvd.,
Toronto. (Free parking)
Fish Show including Conservation Biotope displays.
Auction open to all attendees and public - Vendor hall and Auction
combined Sunday.
Room Sales: Friday and Saturday for attendees
Conservation and Preservation is our theme with displays on:
C.A.R.E.S.
Conservation, Awareness, Recognition, Encouragement, Support - Preservation
Program
COTERC
Canadian Organization for Tropical Education and Rainforest Conservation

Caño Palma Biological Station, Costa Rica
Madagascar MAD Fish Conservation featuring – Ptychochromis insolitus – The “Mangarahara”


Cichlid
DRAS guarantee a “minimum” $1,000.00 Conservation donation from net proceeds
to recognized aquatic fish conservation program(s).
London Aquaria Society
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NEW NATIVE FISH SPECIES
Rare Discovery of Aquarium-Size Freshwater Sculpin
Amazonas, Freshwater Aquariums & Tropical Discovery
A new species of freshwater sculpin from the pristine waters of the northern Rocky Mountains has been found and described, and its small size and droll character may make it a candidate for keeping in aquarium collections of native fishes. Scientists
say the discovery of a new species of fish in the well-studied waters of North America is a rare event.
The discovery followed genetic surveys of fishes in the upper Columbia River basin, scientists
from the U.S. Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station suspected the presence of several undescribed species of small sculpins.
Colleagues at the University of Montana confirmed these suspicions after conducting morphological studies, which revealed subtle but consistent differences between one of these “new” species
and the previously suspected species, the Shorthead Sculpin, Cottus confusus, which grows to lengths
of just two to four inches (5-10 cm) and is considered an important forage fish for larger trout. Further genetic tests at the Wildlife Genetics Lab in Missoula, Montana, corroborated these results,
which led to the description of a new species of fish in the northern Rocky Mountains.
Male Cedar Sculpin, Cottus schitsuumsch: preserved specimen from northern Rocky Mountains waters.
The discovery followed genetic surveys of fishes in the upper Columbia River basin, scientists from
the U.S. Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station suspected the presence of several undescribed species of small sculpins.
Colleagues at the University of Montana confirmed these suspicions after conducting morphological studies, which revealed subtle but consistent differences between one of these “new” species
and the previously suspected species, the Shorthead Sculpin, Cottus confusus, which grows to lengths
of just two to four inches (5-10 cm) and is considered an important forage fish for larger trout. Further genetic tests at the Wildlife Genetics Lab in Missoula, Montana, corroborated these results,
which led to the description of a new species of fish in the northern Rocky Mountains.
Homeland of the Coeur d’Alene People
The new species was discovered in the Coeur d’ Alene and St. Joe River, right, basins in Idaho
and part of the Clark Fork River basin in Montana. Because the current range of this fish overlaps the
historical homeland of the Coeur d’ Alene Tribe, the scientists consulted with Tribal elders to select a
scientific name for the new species.
This led to the naming of the species
as Cottus schitsuumsh (s-CHEET-sue-umsh),
the Cedar Sculpin. Translated, Schitsu’umsh
means “those who were found here” and is
the name for the Tribe. The common name
refers to the western Redcedar, a tree often
found in streamside stands in this region.

Thanks Bob & Jack
London Aquaria Society
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM
SERVICES WAREHOUSE


10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH



EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH



SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS



SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD



HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES



AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS



BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS

519-668-2752



EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS



REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
(except sale items)

London Aquaria Society
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