
velifera will have closer to 18 

rays. 

 For beginners the Short-

finned Molly is the best choice as 

it is the most durable, least de-

manding, and needs the least 

space. The next best choice is a 

cross breed of Short-finned and 

Sailfin. The Sailfin Mollies, 

though often more peaceful, are 

a bit more challenging to keep. 

In general all mollies are peace-

ful, though it has been noted 

that behavior is very individual, 

and occasionally you will get a 

fish that can be quite ornery. 

 All Mollies need an aquar-

ium that is well planted and not 

overcrowded. It is suggested that 

you add a little salt and that you 

provide lots of algae and other 

vegetable foods. The use of 

breeder traps is hazardous to 

these fish, and it is recom-

mended that you provide float-

ing plant cover for the fry in-

stead. 

contõd on page 5 

Mollies 

Short-finned Molly, Sailfin 

Molly, Mexican Sailfin Molly  

Family: Poeciliidae  

h t tp : / /an ima l -wor ld . com/

encyc lo / f resh/ l i vebearers /

molly.php  

 

 The colorful active 

Molly, Short -finned Molly, Sail-

fin Molly, or Mexican Sailfin 

Molly has long held the posi-

tion of being a most popular 

fish because it is peaceful, rela-

tively hardy, inexpensive, and 

readily bred! 

Whether you have a Short-

finned Molly Poecilia sphenops, 

a Sailfin Molly Poecilia latip-

inna, or Mexican Sailfin Molly 

Poecilia velifera these are truly 

staples for the beginning aquar-

ists aquarium. This is because 

the Molly has so many good 

qualitites. It is peaceful, rela-

tively hardy, inexpensive, and 

will readily bred.  

 Moll ies are strictly 

American fish, found only on 

the continents of North and 

South America. The first Molly 

was introduced to the hobby 

1899 and hybrids began being 

produced in the 1920's. The pic-

tures here show the Short-

finned Molly with a gold and 

silver color and the lyretail and 

balloon varieties. Mollies come 

in four main colors; green, 

black, silver, and gold. There is 

also commonly available a sil-

ver molly with black spots that 

is call the Dalmation Molly and 

a Marbled Molly with the same 

(white and black) colors. 

 Wild caught mollies fall 

into two groups. The first group 

is the Common Molly with 

small fins, which is also called 

the Short-finned Molly. The sec-

ond group is comprised of the 

sailfin type mollies with large 

fins. This group includes two 

species, the Sailfin Molly 

Poecilia latipinna and the Mexi-

can Sailfin Molly Poecilia velif-

era. The fin size is one way to 

distinguish these two groups. 

Another easy way to distinguish 

between the short fin and sailfin 

groups is by the location of 

their dorsal fins. On the Sailfin 

Mollies the dorsal fin is situated 

in front of the anal fin, while on 

the Common Mollies this fin 

starts behind the anal fin. 

 Distinguishing be-

tween the two types of Sail-

fin Mollies is more difficult 

because their coloring is very 

similar. Often they can only 

be distinguished by the num-

ber of rays on the dorsal fin. 

The Sailfin Molly, P. latip-

inna has about 14 rays and 

the Mexican Sailfin Molly, P. 
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 This months Speaker is 

Tom Mason who will do a pres-

entation  on fish 

he has collected 

in Costa Rica. 

Poecllia latipinna Lyra Silver Molly female 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Silver+Lyretail+Molly+Poecilia+sphenops+images&source=images&cd=&docid=R2VgYfniztcRMM&tbnid=LsanETXuaS7UFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.picstopin.com%2F950%2Fsilver-molly-poecilia-sphenops%2Fhttp%3A%257C%257Cry
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Exciting Find 

Coffee News, January 28, 2013, www.ourcoffeenews.com 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england-london -15215335 

Rare seahorse found in the River Thames, London 

 The short-snouted seahorse - which can grow up to 6in 

(15cm) long - was discovered in the river at Greenwich.  Although 

they are found on the south coast this is the furthest upriver the spe-

cies has been discovered. 

 The fact this seahorse was a juvenile, just 5cm long, suggests a 

breeding colony may be in the river.   Emma Barton, a fisheries offi-

cer at the Environment Agency, said: "This is a really good sign that 

seahorse populations are not only increasing, but spreading to loca-

tions where they haven't been seen before. 

"We routinely survey the Thames at this time of year and this is a 

really exciting discovery." 

 The seahorse was 

alive when it was cap-

tured. An Environment 

Agency spokeswoman said 

it was released unharmed. 
The seahorse was a juvenile  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-15215335##


Presidentõs Message 

 

 The guest speaker for March will be Tom Mason. Tom has been in the hobby 

for years and has just retired from the Toronto Zoo so, congratulations are in order. 

Tom has worked for the zoo for over 20 years and has travelled and collected in five 

continents. He has worked on conservation projects in Cuba and Costa Rica. I trust 

this will be very interesting and I am looking forward to this evening.  

 For February we had a presentation from Nancy Egelton about guppies. This was very interesting and 

very informative about the different set -ups and operations of two of the guppy gurus in our area. A great job 

Nancy. 

  Durham Aquarium Society did their Dinner and talk at the Toronto Zoo. Dr. Ron Coleman 

talked about the Underwater Treasures of Costa Rica. His work in counting eggs and parental habits was very 

interesting and educational. The dinner was great. 

 The fish show for March will be in Mollies, Platies and Swordtails and Open Class and the Open Class 

for Plants. Also this month we will have a non fish class. (shrimp, snails lobsters and whatever aquatic creature 

you have. The auction will be there as usual.   Shows and auctions this year: 
 

March 23 Hamilton and District Aquarium show and auction  

April 6 Brantford Aquarium show and auction  

April 7 Durham Region Aquarium aquariama and auction 

 

Ron Bishop 

President 

 London Aquaria Society 

Please Support 

Southwestern Pet Centre 

1641 Dundas Street 

(New Location Dundas & 

Saskatoon, London, Ontario 

They support us!!! 

519-451-7279 

 

Mon -Wed: 10am-8pm  

Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm 

The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit or-

ganization, established in June 1956.  Its main 

objective is to promote interest in breeding and 

raising tropical fish and also to provide a means 

through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, 

gain information and display their fish, sharing 

them in the public in the London Area.  

Advertising Rates 

 

Business Cardéééééé.éé$25.00 

1/4 pageéééééééé.éé.$40.00 

1/2 pageééééé.ééééé.$75.00 

Full Pageééééééé..éé..$125.00 

Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 is-

sues of our Newsletter.  Articles in this publica-

tion may be reprinted provided full credit is 

given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society 

and 2 copies of the published bulletin or maga-

zine in which the article appears, is to be mailed 

to:  

London Aquaria Society 

P.O. Box 45010,  RPO Fairmont 

London, Ontario   N5W 1A3  
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Sat: 10am-6pm 

Sun: 10am-5pm 

April 13 Sarnia Aquarium auction 

April 21 Regina Aquarium Society auction 

May 5 London Aquaria Society auction 

Donõt drink too much green water! ;0) 



 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOLDFISH AND KOI 

 

Submitted by John Swick, London Aquaria Society, March 2013 

Author Unknown  

 

 Both Goldfish and Koi are popular ornamental fish in the 

Family:  Cyprinidea.  These beautiful and attractive creatures moving 

through the water column of your fish tank could make your heart 

perform without problems according to the cardiologists.  However, 

their beauty cannot beat each other but the differences between them are important to notice. 

Goldfish:  Goldfish, Carassius auratus, is a domesticated ornamental freshwater fish species.  There are 

different  breeds of Goldfish, developed by selective breeding by humans.  They vastly vary in colour, 

body, fin shape and body size.  Blackmoor, Celestial eye, Comet, Fantail, Pearl scale, Butterfly tail, 

Panda Moor and Lionhead are some of the popular breeds of Goldfish with varying features.   

 The common Goldfish is shiny orange in colour and a small bodied fish but it could grow large 

in muddy ponds.  Goldfish are very popular because of their small size, affordable or inexpensive, 

colourful and hardy.   In temperate climates they can be very active except during winter.  However, 

Goldfish produce a large amount of waste from their faeces and through the gills.  Therefore, 

frequent cleaning of the tank is a requirement before it gets toxic for the fish.  In the wild, they 

consume crustaceans, insects and various plants.  In contrast to many fish species, Goldfish are 

intelligent and they easily respond to external 

signals.  They are gregarious fish and love to be 

social.  People in China have bred them in 

captivity for thousands of years from a Prussian 

carp. 

Koi:  Koi is an ornamental variety of common 

carp,  Cyprinus carpio.  They have stout 

elongated  bodies and their fins are short but full 

of colours.  They have distinctive and colourful 

body patches which make Koi attractive.  Usually, 

Koi prefer outdoor ponds or water gardens.  They 

have a range of colours including white, black, 

red, yellow, blue and cream.   

 The special features about Koi is that they 

do not have varying body shapes across their 

breeds but colouration and scalation could vary.  

Koi have four small whisker-like sensory organs 

hanging from their 

mouth known as 

barbells.  Japanese 

started to breed Koi 

as an ornamental 

fish in the early 19th 

century from a 

common carp. 

London Aquaria Society 

PET PARADISE 

SUPERSTORE 

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995 

 

LONDONõS LARGEST SELECTION OF  

PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,  

AND SMALL ANIMALS 

 

¶ Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies 

¶ Knowledgeable Friendly Staff 

¶ Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates 

¶ Pets Always Welcome! 

 

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRE-

SENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP CARD. 

Our Store Hours: 

Mon -Friéé9:30 a.m.ñ 9:00 p.m.  

Saturdayé..9:30 a.m.ñ 8:00 p.m.  

Sundayé..11:00 a.m.ñ 6:00 p.m.  

519-432-1600 

1080 Adelaide St. North 

London, Ontario  

 

www.petparadiselondon.com  
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Guppies to Groupers 

By:  Paul Speice 

Freshwater & Marine Aquarium, July 1982 

 Help, Iõm being held captive in St. Catherines, Ontario.  Well, it really isnõt as bad as it sounds.  

In fact, it was great!  Lois and I drove to St. Catherines (about 25 miles north of Buffalo) on Monday, 

April 5th.  Following dinner and the Societyõs meeting that evening, they put us up at a local motel.  

The next morning found  me a the motel front desk discussing blizzards, falling temperatures and 

closed thruways.  We were stranded?  Bob and Karen Ross and the St. Catherines Aquarium Society to 

the rescue.  They put us up another night and had us to their home for dinner that evening,  (Karen-

the Carp Liver dip was tremendous!)  We had some long fascinating discussions.  Included in the after 

hours session was their shy, quiet President, Gary Bradford.  He is a memorable fellow as is Bert 

Steenhuis who gets my vote as Mr. Killifish.  Theyõve already invited us back, so, in the meantime, I 

think Iõll learn to speak Canadian, eh?  LOL 

Mollies 

contõd from front page 

  

 Mollies got their common name 

from the fact that they used to be in the 

genus Mollienesia. 

 

Blackfin Pearl Killifish 

 

http://www.exoticfishaquarium.com/killifish/  

 

¶ Scientific name: Austrolebias nigripinnis 

(Regan; 1912) 

¶ Synonyms: Cynolebias nigripinnis, 

Cynolebias nigripinnis nigripinnis 

¶ Common name: Blackfin Pearl Killifish, 

Dwarf Argentine Pearl 

¶ Group: Killifish       Size: 5-6 cm 

¶ Habitat : South America; Argentina,  

      Uruguay 

¶ Biotope: Inhabits in small rivers, streams  

      and temporary waters with muddy  

      beds, that dry up at parts of  the year. 

¶ Social behavior: Males are very  

     aggressive and they may harass       

     unreceptive females excessively. Best 

kept in its own tank. Do not keep two 

males in the same tank. 
 

contõd on page 11 

166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE   PHONE (519) 756-6225 

BRANTFORD, ONTARIO               FAX (519) 756-5140 

 

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca  
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Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies! 

What's in the name? 

Poecilia means "many-colored" 

sphenops means "wedge appearance" 

latipinna means "broad fin" 

velifera means "sail-bearing" 

http://diszhal.info/english/killifish.php
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Justice Laws Website 

Government of Canada 

canada.gc.ca 

IMPORTATION OF AQUATIC ANIMALS 

Aquatic Animals Listed in Schedule III  

 

191. No person shall import an aquatic animal listed in Schedule III except in accordance with a permit issued under section 

160.   

*  SOR/2010-296, s. 4. 

Pet Aquatic Animals 

¶ 192.  (1) Despite section 191, an aquatic animal listed in Schedule III may be imported without a permit for use as a 

pet if:  

¶ (a) the aquatic animal is a member of one of the following species, namely, Barbonymus gonionotusm Carassius aura-

tus, Clisa lalia, Danio rerio, Glossogobius qiuris, Os phronemus goramy, Oxyeleotris marmorata, Poecilia reticulate, 

Puntius sophore, Symphysodon discus, Toxotes Chatareus, Trichogaster pectoralis or Trichogaster trichopterus; 

¶ (b)  the aquatic animal has not been taken to a show or display outside Canada; 

¶ (c)  the aquatic animal is imported by its owner;  

¶ (d)  the aquatic animal is accompanied or picked up by its owner at the point of entry into Canada; and  

¶ (e)   the owner presents proof of the ownerõs identy and his or her ownership of the aquatic animal to the inspector. 

¶ (2)  An aquatic animal imported under subsection (1) shall be kept in an aquarium in the household of its  owner and 

he owner shall not, for the year following the importation, expose it to any aquatic animals other than those kept in 

the household. 

¶ (3)  The owner of an aquatic animal imported under subsection (1) shall not, in the  period of 90 days after the im-

portation, import another aquatic animal under that subsection.  

Sailfin Molly  

Poecilia velifera 

 h t t p : / / d i s z h a l . i n f o / e n g l i sh / l i v e b e a r e r s /

en_Poecilia_velifera.php 

· Scientific name : Poecilia velifera (Regan; 

1914) 

· Common name: Sailfin molly 

Group: Livebearers 

· Habitat:  Central America; Mexico 

· Size: Males:12-15 cm, females:18-20 cm 

· Biotope: Coastal areas in Yucatan, Mexico. 

PETõS ôNõ PONDS 

11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario   N7G 2R2 

519-245-0721 

Monday -Thursday 

11:00 a.m.ñ7:00 p.m.  

Friday    

10:00 a.m.ñ8:00 p.m.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pets -N-Ponds/154308937946767?sk=info 

Saturday 

10:00 a.m.ñ5:00 p.m.  

Sunday:   

10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.  

Thanks Nancy 

Silver Sailfin Molly 

http://diszhal.info/english/livebearers.php
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¶ Loaches  

¶ Plecos  

¶ Rasboras  

¶ Rainbow Fish 

 We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger selec-

tion of fish and corals.  Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.  

Sealife Central has moved to:   

3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.   

Sailfin Molly -Poecilia velifera 

contõd from page 6 

 

· Social behavior: A peaceful, community fish. Keep one male with several females.  This fish should be com-

bined with fish that can also tolerate hard, neutral to alkaline water.   After acclimation, fish may be kept in a 

marine tank. 

· Diet: Algae, live, worms, crustaceans, insects, insect larvae and plant matter. 

· Breeding: Easy          Tank: Minimum 200 litres          Population: 1 male and 2-3 females for 200 litres 

· Decoration: The tank should be well-planted and have lots of open swimming area so that the Sailfin of 

the male can develop. 

· Temperature: 27-29 °C               pH:  7.5-8.5             

·  Hardness: 13-19 NK°                  Lifespan: 4-5 years 

Description: Very similar to Poecilia latipinna, with the ma-

jor difference being the markings on the Dorsal fin in 

Poecilia velifera they small, round light spots while in 

Poecilia latipinna they are dark and rectangular. Males can 

reach a length of six inches and the females even larger. 

 

contõd on  page 8 

Dalmation Sailfin Molly  
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Sailfin Molly -Poecilia velifera 

contõd from page 7 

 

 This is one of the most beautiful livebearers you will 

see. The sides are Blue-Green with iridescent greenish, Silver 

or pale Blue dots. Between the dots are dark Blue to Copper 

color bands that extend all the way to the Caudal fin. The 

Belly and throat area is also Bluish, Green or Orange. The 

Dorsal and Caudal fins are marked with Pearly dots and are 

edged in Orange, Brown or Black. The female is very similar 

to the male but with less vibrant colors. 

 These pretty fish are best kept alone or with other 

Livebearers in large well planted aquariums. They prefer a 

little sea salt in their water (one teaspoon to two gallons of 

water). In addition to live and flake food their diet should be 

supplemented with some plant material. The males large fins depend on the nutrients from the plant food and 

may not develop properly if they are not received. These are a temperate zone fish and can tolerate fairly low 

water temperatures, but they do prefer the range of 75 to 82 degrees F. 

 As the male matures the Anal fin develops into a structure for reproduction called the Gonopodium. 

The Gonopodium can be moved in almost any direction and stores the sperm in packs called spermatophores. 

Once the sperm is inserted into the female it fertilizers her eggs and the rest is stored in the Oviduct walls for 

later use. The eggs are very rich in yolk and the young develop by consuming their yolk stores. In light colored 

females pregnancy can be recognized by the growing dark body marking in front of the Anal fin. Young Live-

bearers are fairly large at birth and their development is very advanced. They can swim right away, which is 

needed to avoid their enemies including their parents who give no natal care whatsoever. The fry grow very 

rapidly and will eagerly accept fine flake food. The number of fry is variable due to the size differences in the 

species, but in larger females can number well over one hundred. 
 

Redtail Black Plumetail Variatus 

http://goliadfarms.com/pages/products/fish/livebear/platies/variatus/redtailed_black_plumetail.htm 

 The Redtail Black Plumetail Variatus is a North American livebearer related to and in the same 

genus, Xiphophorus, as the swordtails. (Click here for a general discussion of the genus Xiphophorus.) 

( Click here for a general discussion of platies.) 

Most commercial strains of platies have mixed 

heritage, including ancestors from X. helleri, X. 

maculatus and X. variatus. This fish is largely de-

scended from X. maculatus. We developed this 

strain by crossing our Redtail Black Variatus Platy 

to a Plumetail Platy we acquired at the 2004 ALA 

convention fish auction in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

We then selected for both the plumetail character-

istic and the proper color pattern in the resulting 

offspring. 

Size: Males often reach 4cm (1.5 in.). Females are 

somewhat larger and much heavier. 

contõd on page 9 

Wonderful Pets 

Excellent Products 

     Superior  

         Aquariums 

Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459, Local 519-273-7917 

Fax 519-273-1249    Come visit us at 20 Corcoran Street 

 Stratford, Ontario N5A 1V7  

http://puppyseverything.ca/  

 

Show your Membership 

Card to get 15% off Fish 

and 10% off Product. 

Mexican Sailfin Molly 

http://goliadfarms.com/pages/products/fish/livebear/xipho.htm
http://goliadfarms.com/pages/products/fish/livebear/platies/main.htm
http://goliadfarms.com/pages/products/fish/livebear/platies/variatus/redtail_black.htm
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Redtail Black Plumetail Variatus 

contõd from page 8 

Description: Both sexes have black bodies, orange to red caudals and 

yellow dorsals. Males have brighter colors. Both sexes sport the plume 

in the middle of the caudal fin. The top photo is of one of our present 

breeder males after selection for improved plumetails. The male sports 

a short sword on the bottom margin of his caudal fin, a frequent char-

acteristic of male plumetails. The bottom photo is of a young female before we began selecting for 

black bodies. The plumetails on females are smaller than the males, but this one has a nice bushy plu-

metail. 

Environment: This fish tolerates pHs from 6.5 to 8.0 while preferring the higher end (basic) of this 

range. Water hardness is not critical, but it prefers hard water. Optimum temperature ranges from 20-

30°C (68-85°F). 

Geographic Range: This fish has no natural range, but of its ancestors hail from Mexican and Central 

America. 

Temperament: This fish is not aggressive and is active. It can be kept either in a single species aquar-

ium or in active community aquaria with rainbowfish, other livebearers or other fish with similar be-

havior and requirements. 

Feeding: Feeding is simple with the fish taking prepared foods as well as live and frozen foods. Peri-

odic feedings of Daphnia or other live foods are helpful in color maintenance, general health and 

breeding. 

Spawning: This livebearer breeds like other members of its 

genus. At 30°C (85°F), broods are delivered about every 

28 days. Broods can be as large as 100 fry for mature fe-

males. Like other Poeciliidae, the females can store sperm 

and have as many as 8 broods from a single mating. The 

fry are large and can eat commercial food, Daphnia, brine 

shrimp nauplii, etc. immediately. Adults will eat fry, so 

they must have some protection such as dense fine-leafed 

plants to survive. Males are constantly courting and chas-

ing the females, stopping only to spar with other males or 

eat. 

Moore Quality...  

Moore Knowledgeé 

Moore Service... 

4683 Sunset Road                               Phone:  519-782-4052 

Port Stanley, Ontario  N5L 1J4                 Fax:  519-782-3139

 www.moorewatergardens.com  

80 Years of Quality & Service 

òEverything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast 

10% Discount to all Club Members 

Red Plume Tail Platy 

Redtailed Tuxedo Platy 


