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How to create a
shrimpscape!
www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk
Take inspiration from
George Farmer's high-end
shrimp tank to create an aquascape worthy of display.
When I was invited by
the PFK team to see the new
Sharnbrook Shrimp bricks and
mortar premises based in Rushden, Northamptonshire, I
jumped at the chance. I'd recently developed a keen interest
in shrimp, especially as I was
enjoying success breeding my
own high-grade pure Red line
shrimp, Caridina cantonensis
sp.
The shop was impressive
but was missing one vital element: a display aquascape.
Shop owner, Lucas WitteVermeulen was already working
closely with Tropical Marine
Centre (TMC) which supplied
the store's LED lighting. The
logical step was to go for a
TMC Signature aquarium and
cabinet. I volunteered my ser-

Join us at our
Annual Summer Pot Luck
Dinner.
We
always have a blast. ;0)

TMC, Tropica and the UK small aquascaping tweezers is
Aquatic Plant Society (UKAPS) essential.
forum and Facebook groups to
The Anubias and Trident
have an open day with an aquaferns were also supplied by
scaping demonstration.
Tropica and grown in Denmark
Pick of the plants: Lucas and I
where pesticides are not used in
discussed what would make an
the plants' production. Because
ideal aquascape for shrimp.
we were using an external filter
Plants imported from Asia were
there is a potential that small
completely off the agenda due
shrimp can be sucked into the
to their potential contamination
inlet. So, the simple solution
with pesticides. Even the slightest
was to use a mesh guard; these
trace of these chemicals will kill
are now readily available from
shrimp within minutes of exposhrimp specialists. Lucas was
sure.
keen to use a non-enriched soil,
The obvious choice was as enriched soils often cause an
to use Tropica's relatively new 1- initial ammonia spike, and we
2-Grow range of plants. The were keen to stock shrimp early
plants are grown in a laboratory on with mature filter media.
under strictly controlled conditions that guarantee there are no
cont’d on page 13
snails, algae or
pesticides. These
plants are grown
in plastic cups using a nutrient-rich
agar jelly that requires rinsing off
prior to planting.
The root structure
is very small so
planting
with
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London Aquaria Society

June 10 2014: Come and join us for our Annual Pot Luck Dinner.

Unsung Hero’s of the
London Aquaria Society
Over the years there have been so many Members who
have given up some of their time to help run our club, never
asking for anything in return. This year, I hope to mention
some of those Members to tell them how much we appreciate
what they do for us.
Stephen has been with the London Aquaria Society, on
and off since he was 17 years old. His Father introduced him
to the Hobby & the London Aquaria Society and he has always
helped out wherever and whenever he could.
Stephen has been our Show Chairman and BAP/HAP for
years and I know personally how much time and effort he puts

Thanks Stephen

into his job.
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Presidents Message
Happy Father’s Day and Bus Trip all in one weekend.
The Bus Trip is planned and filling up fast and we have
about twenty seats left and then we are full. A big day is planned
as we have listened to the many fans of this event and booked
visits to some of the stores we have been to already, not to mention the Chinese bakery that we all
enjoyed. And yes, we have booked our great bus driver Don Brasier, he has the bus fuelled up and
ready to go.
There is no Jar Show this month as this will be our Elections and Awards night. We will have
our annual Pot Luck supper as we close the year. (please keep in mind about the allergies). Thanks
for a great year and hopefully next year will be better. Plans are under way and some speakers
have been tentatively booked. Confirmations are underway as we speak.
First of all, I would like to say that Annette and I had a great time at the CAOAC convention
put on by the Durham Region Aquarium Society on the May 24th weekend, they had a great line up
of guest speakers and lots of info was gathered by all those in attendance. We spent some time with
a lot of the people in the hobby who made this hobby of ours so interesting. London did quite well
in the award department and these will be presented at the meeting.

The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising
tropical fish and also to provide a means through
which hobbyists may exchange ideas, gain information and display their fish, sharing them in the public
in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10
issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication
may be reprinted provided full credit is given to the
Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of
the published bulletin or magazine in which the article
appears, is to be mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm

Sat: 10am-6pm

Thurs & Fri: 10am-9pm Sun:10am-5pm

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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President’s Message
Congrats to all the Winners of these Awards.
Last month’s guest speaker was Hayden Pounder who did a talk about Killies. This was one of
many talks that Hayden can do so I am glad he shared his passion for these fish. As of now, Annette
and I have three species of Killies in our fish room. I hope everybody enjoyed his presentation.
As always we will have the Auction. This months Auction will feature a buck a bag, it will cost
you a dollar for each bag you bring in and whatever it sells for you get, a different twist to this
Auction so please bring out your extra fish and plants. Who knows you may pick up a bargain or
two.
Our pond is up and running and the fish and plants are in
time to enjoy the summer,
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Again LOL
Fishy Situation
Matt Clark tried
very hard to win the
Bailwick Bass Fishing
Club competition in
Guernsey, an island in
the English Channel.
The fish he presented
to the judges was a 13 pound bass and the would
be fisherman was awarded the first prize of 800
pounds, (almost $1,300.00 US).
However, a competitor soon discovered
that Clark was a cheater. Shane Bentley thought
something was fishy when he recognized some
distinct markings on Clark’s bass, suspecting it to
be a fish from a local aquarium. Bentley turned
out to be right. Clark was found guilty of
burglary and fraud.

Thanks Annette
London Aquaria Society

PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU
PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com
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Harley the lobster is one-in-50-million!
http://www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/content.php?

Unusual blue, red, albino and even yellow lobsters have made headlines in the past…but
Harley is thought to be the most unusual yet - a 50-million-to-one mutant.
Harley Quinn the lobster was named after the medieval jesters famed for their bi-coloured
costumes. The similarity is enhanced by the fact that Harley’s unusual pigmentation swaps sides when
it reaches his claws.
He was found by a startled creel fisherman off Bridlington in June 2010, and rightly judged too
unique to be served up as a seafood Copyright © Scarborough Sea Life Centre. Picture shows Harley
supper! He was given pride-of-place in between his two old coats.
a display at Scarborough Sea Life
Centre, where staff have been serving
him dinner every day since instead.
Growing steadily, Harley has
just shed his unique armour for the
second time since his arrival, and his
keepers were delighted to see that his
new suit is his most spectacular yet!
"Whereas he was previously a
reddish-black on one side and light
sandy colour on the other, he has now
adopted a deep electric blue down one
side," said aquarist Amy McFarlane.
"He’s such a striking individual he did
extremely well to avoid predators like
conger eels and seals when he was in the 166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
open sea," she added.
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
"Now safe from attack, he could live
another 60 or 70 years." Harley is pictured
at the top of the page between his two old
coats, which have been carefully preserved
and will now be going on display close to
the incredible crustacean himself.

PHONE (519) 756-6225
FAX (519) 756-5140

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!

Thanks Laurel & Bob
London Aquaria Society
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Grindal Worm Culture
Instructions
By: Susan & Brian Glazier, London Aquaria Society, April 2014

Caring for Grindal Worms (Enchytracus Buchholzi)
Housing:
 Keep at a temperature of 22 degrees Celsius (Warm
temperatures do not hurt this culture).
 Ideally keep culture in a container, 6 x 6 inches but a large 6 inch round container will do.
 Be sure to put some small holes in the lid so that the culture will be able to breathe.
 Medium that is use is Coconut Coir (can be obtained from Lee Valley or some Garden Centres).
Keep coir moist but not wet.
 You will need a small piece of plastic or glass for the worms to crawl up onto for harvesting the
worms.
Feeding:
 A small amount of rolled oats is placed on top of the worms (I have found that with a good culture you will need to feet it every day).
 Moisten the oats with a small amount of water from a fish tank.
 Place the plastic or glass on top of the oats
and worms.
As a Fish food:


They are an excellent source for conditioning small fish (e.g. small bottom feeders
like corydoras. They are also great for Killies and small Tetras) before breeding.
 Under normal conditions, use as a supplement for other foods fed but not as a replacement, as worms are too high in fat
content to be used as a steady diet.
Notes: These worms are not really sensitive to


heat like White Worms.
There are other methods of culturing
Grindal Worms listed on the internet but I
have found that this method works well for
me.

Thanks Susan & Brian
London Aquaria Society

11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ont.
N7G 2R2

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS

11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
Monday-Thursday

Saturday

11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Friday

Sunday:

10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.

www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info
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 Rasboras

 Loaches

 Rainbow Fish

 Plecos

We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger
selection of fish and corals. Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.
Sealife Central has moved to:
3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.

Vinegar Eel Culture (Turbatrix aceti)
By: Susan & Brian, London Aquaria Society, April 2014

Housing/Feeding:
Keep at Room temperature.
 Ideally keep culture in a plastic 1 or 2 litre bottle, leaving the top off.
 Use apple cider Vinegar and a small slice of apple.
 Every third month, remove the debris of the left over apple slice and replace with a new slice.
 To feed, pour the vinegar eel culture through a filter material (i.e. coffee filter), which will catch
the eels and then dip the filter material into the fry tanks.
 Return the vinegar eel liquid back into the bottle.
As a Fish Food:




They are an excellent food source for feeding very small fry.



Under normal conditions, use as a supplement for other fry foods fed.

London Aquaria Society

Thanks Susan & Brian
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ANNUAL BUS TRIP 2014


We will meet at Bishop Townshend Public School, 814 Quebec Street, London at 7:00 a.m. on the
day of June 14, 2014 (Saturday) and depart at 8:00 a.m. SHARP.



Each store location will have an approximate, 30 minute stop time.



Everyone would be asked to bring a lunch and snacks for the day as we don’t want to waste time
stopping and eating.



Refreshments will be provided by the Club.



Bring coolers for your purchases.

DESTINATIONS TO VISIT


Finatics Aquarium - 6200 Dixie Road, Mississauga, L5T 2N5

905-565-1232



Aqua Pets - 680 Silver Star, Toronto, M1V 5N1 519-292-1688



Golden Garden - 4779 Steeles Avenue East, Toronto M1V 4S5 416-321-8890



Dragon King - 4779 Steeles Avenue East, Toronto M1V 4S5 416-293-0885



Lucky Aquarium - 4350 Steels East, Toronto L3R 9V4 905-477-8778



Big Als (Double Decker) - 1295 Kennedy Road, Scarborough M1P 2L4 416-757-3281



Menagerie - 549 Parliament Street, Toronto M4X 1P7 416-921-4966



Discount Dragon - 888 Dundas Street East, Mississauga L4Y 4G6 905-306-7127



Aquatic Kingdom - 888 Dundas Street East, Mississauga L4Y 4G6 905-281-1118



Big Al’s - 850 Dundas Street East, Mississauga, L4Y 2B8 905-276-6900



Tropical Fish Room - 166 Grand River Avenue, Brantford N3T 4X6 519-756-6225

C.A.R.E.S. PROGRAM
The following fish have been added to the
C.A.R.E.S. Program in the last 3 months.
 Killifish
* Aphanius iberus
 Austrolebias wolterstorffi
The following fish have been added in the
last six months.
 Synodontis pardalis
 Catfish
 Cichlids
 Heterochromis multidens
 Synodontis
 Tilapia ruweti
brichardi
 Cyprinidae
 Synodontis
 Puntius titteya
 koensis
London Aquaria Society

Wonderful PetsExcellent Products

Superior
Aquariums

Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459,
Local 519-273-7917, Fax 519-273-1249 Come
visit us at 20 Corcoran Street, Stratford, Ontario
N5A 1V7
Show your
Membership Card
to
get 15% off Fish
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The Undergravel Filter Controversy
http://www.bestfish.com/ug.html

Some of our customers have expressed concern over our refusal to recommend undergravel
filters for use in either freshwater or saltwater aquariums. We realize that many other stores and some
books currently promote undergravel filters to the extent of calling them absolute necessities. We also
realize that it would be easier for us to sell people undergravel filters and then, in a few months
when it wasn't giving good results, sell a power filter. It would certainly be more profitable for us to
sell two filters instead of one as we usually sell now. However, our real goal is to make long-term,
successful,enthusiastic hobbyists, and we do not believe undergravel filters help us to achieve that
goal. Since the explanations for our stand against undergravel filters can become quite involved, we
decided to prepare this handout.
The theory of undergravel (UG) filtration. It is generally acknowledged that there are three
forms of filtration: biological, in which ammonia and nitrite of fish waste is broken down by bacteria,
chemical, in which carbon or resins are used to adsorb dissolved waste, and mechanical, in which
solid waste is strained from the water by floss or filter cartridges. Of these, a UG filter effectively provides only biological filtration. The small amount of charcoal in a UG cartridge does very little chemical filtration before becoming saturated and whatever mechanical filtration occurs is actually a threat
to the stability of the aquarium (more about this later). In theory, the
UG filter circulates water through the gravel, where healthy bacteria
grow and break down the fish waste. Promoters of UG filters often argue that you cannot culture these bacteria without an UG filter, that ammonia and nitrite levels will rise and fish will die.

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...
4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
London Aquaria Society
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The Undergravel
Filter Controversy
cont’d from page 9

Our experience has been just the opposite. As you look around at our 200
aquariums, loaded with 5 to 10 times the
usual number of fish per gallon, you will
find no UG filters in either freshwater or
saltwater. And yet, we never find dangerous ammonia or nitrite levels in any of
them. It seems that the bacterial culture
grows perfectly well on the gravel, the
glasses and any other surface in the
aquarium that has water circulating
around it. We perform hundreds of water
quality tests for our customers each
month, and the vast majority of ammonia and nitrite problems in established
tanks involve UG filters. Declining pH
and live plant problems are also much
more common in UG filtered tanks.
When the culture is dependent on the
UG system, an otherwise minor mistake
or mechanical failure can cause a die-off
of the bacteria and fish loss. When we
used UG filters on our saltwater aquariums a few years ago, we often lost an entire tank full of fish
overnight when a power head would quit. The power head would stop due to gravel packing, salt
spray penetrating the motor or an anemone blocking the intake, and the bacteria (and fish) would be
dead before we noticed it. In more recent cases when a power filter would quit, there were no major
fish losses unless aeration was also interrupted.
The risks of UG filters. If all else is perfect - if the fish are not overfed, if circulation is not hindered, if
the tank is not medicated, and if the gravel is cleaned frequently with water changes - success can be
achieved using UG filters. We stock UG filters and power heads mostly for those experienced hobbyists who have had previous success. Unfortunately, in most cases, something is less than perfect. Usually, after a few months of operation, the gravel begins to pack with so much silt and dirt that circulation stops and the bacteria suffocate.

London Aquaria Society
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The Undergravel
Filter Controversy
cont’d from page 10

Since the filter still appears to be working, water quality
deteriorates, usually unnoticed until it is too late. If the tank is
medicated or overfed, an even more rapid die-off of the culture
may occur. A speedy water change may avert disaster, but this is
the sort of headache and frustration we are trying to spare our customers.
The best filtration. We have had excellent success with box filters for smaller aquariums and power
filters or canister filters for larger aquariums. They usually cost less than an UG filter with a pump to
provide similar output. In addition to providing circulation for our biological filtration, they also are
far superior mechanical and chemical filters. And since solid waste is collected in filter fiber or a filter
cartridge and is easily disposed of, it is not allowed to accumulate and rot in the aquarium. Tanks stay
clearer and odor-free with less maintainence by the hobbyist. And, as we mentioned above, we have
found much less risk of problems of ammonia or nitrite poisoning.
Dual filtration? A number of customers have asked if perhaps the best aquarium setup might employ
both a power filter and an UG filter, and at first we thought this might be the case. For quite some
time, all our larger saltwater aquariums utilized both a canister filter and an UG filter with power
heads. Filtration was quite adequate, but keeping up with packed gravel beds and self-destructing
power heads was nearly overwhelming. We finally removed the UG plates (never simply "turn off"
an UG filter) and found that the tanks stayed even cleaner with just the canister. The UG filter actually was competing with the canister filter and pulling much of the solid waste into the gravel - out of
the reach of the canister.
Undergravel sponge filters. Since we originally prepared this article, we have experimented with using
and selling Dirt Magnet TM sponge filters in many of our setups. We have found these $7 items to
perform all the beneficial functions of $20-$30 undergravel filters, without pulling most of the solid
waste into the gravel. In addition to provide a place for biological filtration to take place, they also
help eliminate the "hazy" or "cloudy" water conditions that arise from overfeeding or overcrowding.
Similarly, many of the new "wet/dry" add-ons to power filters can provide superior biological filtration with much less risk.
A final word. We have recently been pleased to see a number of articles stating the drawbacks of undergravel filters and citing the success of fishkeepers not using them. Our experience has shown that
not only can an aquarium be successful without an undergravel filter, but that the risks of undergravel
filters usually outweigh any benefits. We have held this opinion since we opened in 1969, and we feel
that a portion of our success as a business stems from the continued success of our customers who use
more efficient filtration.

London Aquaria Society
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BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Fred Cromb

May

Jennifer McNaughton

May

Name

Month

Fred Cromb
Jennifer McNaughton
Jennifer McNaughton

May
May
May

Fish Name
Kissing Gourami (Helostoma temminckii)
Neon Dwarf Rainbow (Melanotaenia praecox)

Pet Paradise

Ribbon

open Kissing Gourami (Helostoma temminckii)
My Favourite Fish Neon Dwarf Rainbow (Melanotaenia praecox)
My Favourite Fish
Poecilia perugaie
open Gold Pristella Tetra (Pristella maxillaris)

February

Jennifer
McNaughton
Bob Steele

February
Turquoise
Australian Rainbowfish(Melanotaenia lacustris)
February openBowl
Beautiful

Annette
& Ron
Bishop
Dorothy
Reimer

February
Gold
Pristella Tetra (Pristella maxillaris)
February openBowl
Beautiful

John Swick

February

Bowl Beautiful

Nancy Egelton

February

Bowl Beautiful

May

Moore Water Gardens

Adult Fish Competition

Annette & Ron Bishop

Jennifer McNaughton

Gift Certificate Sponsor

Red
My Favourite Fish Leopard Goodeid (Chapalicthus pardalis)

Mystery of unusual fish larva solved!

Blue
White

Red
Red
Blue
White
Blue - tied
White

http://www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/content.php?
Annette Bishop
February
A larval fish, which intrigued scientists after an unidentified
Copyright
© Cedric Guigand,
Uni- Bowl Beautiful
James of
Kelly
February Bowl
Beautiful
versity
Miami
peared
in a research paper, has been linked to a new species of sea
James Kelly

February

Bob Steele

May

Jennifer McNaughton

May

Morgan Jensma

May

photo apbass.

Bowl
MostBeautiful
marine

fishes have a pelagic larval stage that drifts in the surface or near
Pairs Albino
Long-finned
sp.)
-surface
currents
of thePlecos
ocean(Ancistrus
― an environment
very different from the one
Pairs inhabit
Emperor as
Tetras
(Nematobrycon
palmeri)
they
adults.
Two different
environments often require two differPairs
German
Blueand
Ramsappearances,
(Mikrogeophagus
ramirezi)
ent
body
shapes
resulting
in larvae that look very different
from the adults of the same species.

The larva at the centre of this study first came to the attention of
White
without identification
in another
Annette $ Ron Bishop
November pairs
Purple Passion
Danio
(Danio
roseusrecognised
)
research
paper.
The
team
it as a member of the sea bass family
Serranidae
but were intrigued
seven(Pelvicachromis
very elongate
dorsal-fin spines.
Jennifer McNaughton
November by
pairsitsKribensis
pulcher)
Annette & Ron Bishop

November

pairs
Blue Panchax Killifish
(Aplocheilus
)
Smithsonian
scientists
frompanchax
a photograph

November
pairsin Red
(Xiphophorus
)
feature isn’t
known
anySwordtail
Atlantic
sea basshelleri
larvae,
but it is similar to one species of Indo-Pacific
Bob
Steele
November
pairs
Spotted
Tilapia
(Tilapia
mariae)
sea bass," said David Johnson, a zoologist at Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History. "We initially
thought the larva must have been caught in the Indo-Pacific Ocean, but we were wrong." The fish larva in
Adult
Plant Competition
the photo was in fact caught in the Florida
Straits.
Bob Steele
"This

James Kelly
November
Java Fernlarval
Windelov
(Microsorium
pteropus
'Windelov')
Red an immediate mysThe team obtained
theopen
preserved
fish
for further
study
and were met with
tery
—
a
DNA
sequence
from
the
specimen
did
not
match
any
known
fish
species.
That,
along with unique
Bob Steele
November open Moss ball (Cladophora aegagropila)
Blue
morphological features, led the scientists to begin describing the larva as a new species despite the absence of
adults.

Meanwhile, in a separate project, Smithsonian scientists were using a manned submersible to explore the
deep-reef fish species off of Curacao in the southern Caribbean. Among the fish collected were 'golden
basses', which the team identified as Liopropoma aberrans based on general colour pattern; however, genetic
analyses revealed more than one species.
Combining this new genetic information with available DNA barcoding data for all western Atlantic
sea bass specimens yielded an unexpected discovery. The larva from the Florida Straits is the pelagic stage of
a cryptic new species of Liopropoma from southern Caribbean deep reefs. The mystery was solved, and a
new species of sea bass — now known as Liopropoma olneyi — was discovered.
London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant
Category

September

open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

Non-fish

October

open

open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

Family

November open

Aquatic
Animals

Fish Categories

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

none

January

open

open fish

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

Pairs

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

-

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

-

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish

June

none

none

Class

My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)
None due to Awards Night

Bowl Beautiful
Novelty Bowl
Family
Pairs
-

How to create a
shrimpscape!
cont’d from front page

Lucas had some excellent pieces of Redmoor wood to choose
from, but there was one piece that fitted the 45 x 45 x 30cm/18 x 18
x 12” Signature tank perfectly. With its many thin twisty branches it
added lots of interest and areas to easily attach the Anubias and ferns.
The wood was pre-soaked for the weeks leading up to the open day, ensuring that it would
remain submerged after filling with water. The moss was tied onto the wood during the demo with
fishing line with assistance from UKAPS co-founder, Dan Crawford. Plant choice was largely determined by Tropica's 1-2-Grow range, which actually suited my planting plans perfectly.
A mix of Eleocharis 'mini' and Lilaeopsis brasiliensis would make a great slow growing and low
maintenance carpet in the foreground leading to a vibrant mix of Staurogyne repens and Alternanthera in the midground. Attaching to the wood various mosses such as Weeping, Flame and Christmas would add an instant sense of maturity especially in combination with the Anubias and ferns.
Shrimp selection: We wanted to use some high-grade shrimp to
complement the aquascape and decided to avoid the usual red
and white colouration associated with bee shrimpkeeping. After
some discussion, we opted for a mix of Taiwan bee ‘panda’,
‘King Kong’ and ‘Blue Bolt’.
London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to
schedule a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
660 Speedvale Avenue West, Suite 305, Guelph
Quality Aquarium Supplies

Phone: 519-546-6911

Email: info@angelfins.ca

How to create a
shrimpscape!
cont’d from page 13

The shrimp were added after two days of allowing
the aquarium to settle, with an already mature filter. Lucas always keeps his bee shrimp in RO water mixed with
a remineralisation powder to achieve a TDS of around 200. In the first week 20% of
the water was changed daily, followed by 20% every other day for the second week.
Now around one third of the water is changed weekly.
With every water change Mosura BT9 bacteria is
added and the shrimp are fed intermittently with Mosura
Bio Plus.
Tank factfile :
Tank and cabinet: TMC Signature 45 x 45 x 30 cm/18 x 18
x 12", gloss
white cabinet
Lighting: TMC GroBeam 1500 Ultima
– seven hours photoperiod
CO2: TMC Expert CO2 set, one bubble per second
Substrate: 7.5 l Ebi Gold soil
Fertilisers: Tropica
pumps per day

Specialised,

Water: RO, re-mineralised
TDS, 21°C/70°F
London Aquaria Society

to

two
200

Page 14

How to create a
shrimpscape!
cont’d from page 14

How I set up my shrimpscape :
1. I'm using a TMC Signature 45 x45 x 30cm/18 x 18 x 12” aquarium with gloss white
cabinet. The glass is low iron, which gives greater clarity. The aquarium is open topped, braceless and rimless meaning wood and plants are able to protrude and
grow from the water surface. The 45cm/18” square footprint provides a great
space for shrimp and aquascaping.
2. One and a half bags (7.5 l) of Ebi Gold Shrimp Soil
are added. The soil is idea for Caridina cantonensis sp.
shrimp as it buffers the pH and reduces hardness. It is
not enriched with nutrients so if plants are used liquid
fertiliser will be required. The grain size is 1 -3mm making it idea for shrimp and plant roots. The black colour
provides good contrast for the plants and shrimp colours.
3. One piece of Redmoor wood is added. This forms
the backbone of the aquascape so it is essential to
spend some time choosing the right piece. This wood
floats unless it has been pre -soaked for a fortnight or
so. Some wood will also produce minor fungal growth
in the early weeks after set -up. This can easily be removed with an old toothbrush and siphoned away, and
it rarely returns. Tropica 1 -2-Grow mosses are tied
onto various parts of the wood using fishing line.
4. Anubias 'Petite' and Microsorum 'Trident' are tied
onto the wood. Consideration is given to where the
ferns and Anubias are positioned, as they will grow and
change the impression of the aquascape over time.
They are slow growers making them low maintenance
and will tolerate shade and low nutrient levels. It's important not the plant these into the substrate, but keep the rhizomes exposed to
the water column.

London Aquaria Society
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How to create a
shrimpscape!
cont’d from page 15

Reverse osmosis water is added to the aquarium up to the top
of the soil making planting easier. Tropica 1-2-Grow Eleocharis sp.
“mini” and Lilaeopsis brasiliensis is planted in the foreground. Each
pot is carefully divided into several portions. It is essential that the
nutrient-rich jelly growth media that the plants sit in is completely
rinsed off. This done simple by gently massaging the plant in a bowl
or small bucket of tepid water. The mini hairgrass portions are then
planted using aquascaping tweezers.
The remaining tissue-cultured plants are added to the
midground and foreground. Staurogyne repens and Alternanthera
'mini' produce fresh green and red leaves respectively. Growth is
relatively slow making them suitable for this dedicated shrimp set-up
where constant pruning is not ideal. In the background 1-2-Grow
Ammania “Bonsai” is planted. This stem plant grows vertically and
slowly producing beautiful round leaves with a green-orange hue depending on the aquarium conditions i.e. lighting and nutrients.
Once the planting is complete reverse osmosis water is added
slowly to prevent clouding. A colander is placed on the aquarium
and plastic on top of the soil. This ensure the water is dissipated preventing any uprooting of plants that have very little anchorage due
to their small root structures.
Once the aquarium has been filled the equipment is added. A
TMC PowerFilter 200 is an external filter fitted with TMC AquaGro
16mm glass lily pipe inlet and outlet. A stainless steel mesh shrimp guard is fitted to the inlet to prevent the shrimp from getting sucked into the filter. A TMC
Expert Set pressurised CO2 system is fitted, which consists of
a pressurised cylinder, glass non-return valve, bubble counter
and in-tank glass ceramic diffuser. The CO2 is set to 1 bubble
per second. Lighting is a TMC GroBeam 1500 Ultima LED tile
that is suspended 45cm/18” above the aquarium. Photoperiod is set to seven hours using a plug-in timer.

Thanks Laurel & Bob
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The Age of Aquarium
By: George Mathewson, The Sarnia Journal
Submitted by: Annette Bishop, London Aquaria Society, April 2014
http://thesarniajournal.ca/love-age-aquarium/ Posted March 25, 2014 in Front Page | News
Jack VanderAa, president of the Sarnia Aquarium Society, with some of the 29 tanks in his Sarnia home.
Glenn Ogilvie, The Journal - See more at: http://thesarniajournal.ca/love-age-aquarium/
#sthash.Nv5NYiS8.dpuf

The keeping and breeding of exotic fish is the raison d’etre of the Sarnia Aquarium Society, a
group still going strong after more than 40 years. “Our members keep some fish that no longer even
exist in the wild,” says president VanderAa. “We’re not big, but we’re very active.” Fish breeding, as
it turns out, is a competitive sport.
Points are awarded for degree of difficulty, so much depends on the sexual proclivities of the
maters involved. Guppies score you 5 points, angelfish 10, certain catfish 15, etc. The winner gets annual bragging rights and the Sarnia Breeders Award Trophy. “It’s very competitive,” said VanderAa,
who has convinced 200 species to replicate and tallied 1,500 points over his long career, making him
the Gordie Howe of the local aquarium league.
The fish of choice at St. Joseph Hospice in Sarnia are, fittingly, angelfish. The club maintains an
80-gallon tank there for end-of-life residents and their families to enjoy. “Every fish is a challenge,”
says club vice-president Bill Reckman, an angelfish specialist, during a visit to the hospice. Reckman
takes pride in the finny school, which frequently draws viewers to a comfy chair parked nearby. “It’s
the shape and stateliness of angels; they’re so majestic,” he said. “I could sit in front of my aquariums
for hours.”
The club has 25 active members drawn from all walks of life – including two retired veterinarians – who get together monthly.
Twice annually they auction off thousands of fresh water fish, and fanciers from across southern Ontario arrive in Sarnia to bid on species, tanks and live plants, with sellers keeping 70% of the
take. “One individual, who’s not a member, drives all the way in from Montreal for it,” VanderAa
said. The retired municipal plumbing inspector has 29 aquariums at home, and his pride and joy is a school of brilliant and
hard-to-breed discus (20 pointers) from the Amazon basin.
Losing yourself in the gentle bubbling and shift of iridescent
fish in a darkened room is a soothing experience, VanderAa
says. “My tanks are so relaxing, I really believe they’ve kept
me sane.” - See more at: http://thesarniajournal.ca/love-ageaquarium/#sthash.Nv5NYiS8.dpuf
Thanks Annette
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Club Report
May, 2014
Betta Breeders - Live auction was felt to be a success. Looking forward to
having another dry goods silent auction. Gave away a Betta kit at the Convention.
Barry - planning a bus trip for June. Had group discussions and workshops
Brant - May meeting cancelled
Calgary - No report
Chatham Kent - No report
Durham - Ken Boorman did his talk on non-rainbow fish of Australia. Have 76 members and held
a great Convention with good attendance and great speakers. Lots of fun and friends!
Hamilton - no report
Kitchener - Al Ridley did a talk on Barbs. On June 14th, they are holding their Spencer Jack dinner.
See their site for details.
London - We had our annual spring auction in Dorchester, on Sunday, May 5th.
We had over 1100 items, approximately 200 + attendees and over 80 sellers. It was a success and
we are looking forward to our fall Show and Auction on September 28th.
For our May meeting, we had Haydn Pounder come to discuss Killifish.
It was a very informative talk and lots of Club Members are now interested in raising Killies. Thanks
Haydn.
For our June meeting, we are going to try what DRAS does for their Aquariama. We are going to do
a $1.00 a bag instead of our regular 70/30 split. We will be handing out our awards, having a potluck and holding Elections as well. There will be no jar show for June.
We will also be having our 3rd annual, members only bus trip to some fish stores in Toronto in June.

Other Business
Ottawa - no report
Peel - no report
Sarnia - no report
St Catherines - no report
Toronto - no report
Windsor - Ron did his gadget talk in May. Tommy Lam from Shrimp fever will be talking in June.
Their membership is over 60 now!
The elections were held and the Executive will remain the same as last year.
The President’s BBQ is going to be held in June. It will be a potluck because we do not have a portable BBQ. All are welcome. We had this AGM (annual general meeting) at the CAOAC convention
which was held by Durham.
There were no clubs coming forward that wished to put
on the 2015 CAOAC convention. The executive of
CAOAC will be holding the next convention. Details
will be released as soon as they are available.
Some things were brought up that people wished to discuss which we will do at the June Executive Meeting,

prior to the President’s BBQ.
London Aquaria Society
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM
SERVICES WAREHOUSE


10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH



EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH



SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS



SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD



HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES



AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS



BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS

519-668-2752



EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS



REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members
(except sale items)
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