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Pencilfish is a tiny and
peaceful community fish characterized by its thin body which is
made up of three different color
stripes. There are quite a number of different species that
form the pencilfish family group
of fish and each has its own different appearances depending
on the location on which they
were caught. Based on my own
investigation and casual conversation with pet shop owners,
some of them claim that certain
species actually originated from
the rivers of Amazon while
some were caught and imported from the French Guyana. However, presence of
these fish is very rare nowadays
and I can hardly come across
aquarium pet stores that openly
offer the fish for sale.
Two of the most popular
species is the golden pencilfish

Tommy Lam from Shrimp
Fever will be coming to do a
presentation for us.

(Nannostomus beckfordi) and
dwarf pencilfish (Nannostomus
marginatus). Generally they are
rather shy and would some-

that can fit into it. For my pets,
I usually offer them occasional
feed of brine shrimps and I add
the finely crushed food flakes

times become motionless, swimming at the same spot. The tank

that are specially made for tiny
fish. Sometimes I even took the

that houses the fish should be a
well-planted aquarium with at
least 50 percent of overall area
covered with dense vegetation
to provide a good hiding spot. I
even took the effort to add
some small empty clay pots so
that the fish feels more like at

effort to introduce a variety of
foods to enrich their diet such
as growing live daphnia or collect these from ponds coupled
together with mosquito larva if
I happen to bump across these
as well. What I notice is that
my pencilfish simply love these

home for them. Pencilfish prefer
to move in groups and if possible get at least 7 -8 of them or
you can even consider adding
neon fish, zebra danio, hatchet
or killifish as they all make perfect tank companion.

until I find myself unable to
find constant food supply to
feed them. Nevertheless,
spending my time in search for
their favorite food is always
something worth the effort.

Feeding the pencilfish can be
quite a challenging task because
your main concern is that since
their mouth size
is so small, there
are only certain
types of food

cont’d on page 3
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January 13, 2015: Tommy Lam from Shrimp Fever
will be coming to do a presentation for us.
February 10, 2015: To be announced.

Unsung Hero’s of the
London Aquaria Society
Over the years there have been so many Members who
have given up their time to help run our club, never asking for
anything in return. This year, I hope to mention some of
those Members to tell them how much we appreciate what
they do for us.
Gina & Derek also play a part in the running of our
club.
They take time out of their day to visit aquarium stores
in the Toronto area for our Bus Trip and they are also busy,
helping the club out at our monthly and yearly Auctions.

Thanks Gina & Derek
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President’s Message
January is here as well as 2015 so Happy New Year to one and all. On behalf of my family
to yours, I wish all the best in the future and all the happiness that a new year can bring - like plans
for the new pond in the back yard, a new addition to the fish room or that big aquarium you always
wanted .
For January, we are having Tommy Lam from Shrimp Fever coming to do a presentation for us
and I trust this will be very interesting. Shrimp are a new facet to our hobby and this part is growing
very fast. I hope we have a great meeting as this is somewhere new we can venture.
The pot luck Christmas dinner went off quite well. All the special recipes and everything tasted
great. There were lots of prizes to choose from
so Thanks to all who donated and congrats to
the winners.
The fish show for January will be in Guppies, Open Class and the Open Class for Plants.
The auction will be there as usual.

Happy New Year and have a great 2015
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society
Golden and Dwarf Pencilfish Profile
cont’d from front page

Breeding the pencilfish can be quite tough to achieve because basically what you will need to
do is to construct a proper egg collection mechanism to prevent their own parents from gobbling up
and make a good meal out of their own eggs. What I did was to purchase a type of fine wire mesh
and put the layer on top of the aquarium surface so that when the eggs are dropped to the bottom,
the parents won’t be able to reach them. Identifying which of the pencilfish is a male or female is a close to impossible feat to achieve as
they all look almost the same. I could only tell
the different gender apart based on their activity when the males start to chase after the females. Once the eggs hatched, it will take about
5 to 6 days before the fry become free swimming in search of food.

London Aquaria Society

Page 3

The Peacock Gudgeon Saga
http://cdas.org.au/main/node/97

By Rodney and Deborah Ralph from Tank Talk Volume 11 No. 1 1987

In July of 1985 we purchased a lovely pair of Peacock Gudgeons (Tateurndina ocellicauda) at
the club's auction. Being new members then, our first intention was just to put them in our community tanks just another pretty fish. However we became more involved in the hobby and had seen
two articles in the Tropical Fish Hobbyist magazine, Volume 31 Book 8 (# 326) April 1983 pages 56
to 60 inclusive, involving the Peacock Gudgeon. We decided then that we would definitely try to
breed these lovely looking fish. We placed them in a 27 litre (6 gallon) tank with a 20 cm (8 inch)
depth of water. Inside the tank we had put one and a half to two inches of gravel, a ceramic bridge
and a corner filter. It was also well planted. The water was well aged tap water with a neutral pH
and a constant temperature of 26 degrees C.
We conditioned the pair on a mixture of freeze dried foods and live Daphnia, fed alternately
twice daily. About four months after purchasing, the pair were ready and willing to breed. The male
was approximately one and a half inches long and the female slightly smaller. The female's tummy
started swelling and turned a deep yellow Colour and the male proceeded to chase her and display
around her at any opportunity. The male's colours became brighter as well as showing the contrasting
red and blue colour at it's best.
The male at this time was searching for a spawning site and after choosing it under the ceramic
bridge, he cleaned it out and spent his time either under the bridge or chasing the female. Eventually,
he enticed the female to join him under the bridge. Over the next two days the eggs were laid suspended from the underside of the bridge. The female was then in no uncertain terms kicked
out. There were approximately 50 eggs laid but it was difficult to see them while hidden under the
bridge. They were yellow in colour and suspended individually by a fine thread. The male stayed under the bridge guarding and fanning the eggs, only coming out occasionally for food but mainly waiting until the live Daphnia swam to him. The eggs seemed quite small to us but it was our first introduction to the breeding of egg-layers. We had recently bred Guppies (Poecilia reticulata) 2-4 weeks
before and these were in the same tank, thinking they
were too small to eat the newly hatched Peacocks. Thinking to ourselves that the Peacocks, when
hatched, would be about the size of a new-born
Guppy. Boy were we mistaken! The Peacocks' eggs
hatched in about six days, unfortunately we never saw
any fry from that spawning.
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The Peacock Gudgeon Saga
cont’d from page 4

When the male had nothing left to guard, he began chasing the female, once again, which had
grown large with roe. We had another spawning a couple of weeks later and still had not learned to
remove the young Guppies. Also to make it even more interesting the male decided the safest place
in the tank was at the back and inside of our cartridge filter. The fry of this did not survive either.
By now the Guppies were large enough to be put into our larger community tank. Meanwhile, in the
breeding tank, we had changed filters, removed the ceramic bridge and in it's place put in a rock to
form a cave. Soon the mating ritual began again and they were in the rock cave side by side in no
time at all. The female was ousted the next day and the male was guarding and fanning the newest
batch of eggs. At this time we removed the female.
Seven days after the eggs were laid we noticed free-swimming fry (about one third to one half of the
size of a new born Guppy) being herded by the male. Afraid that he may turn and cat them, we
promptly removed him to the community tank.
The fry were fed at frequent intervals on Sera Micron food. At a couple of weeks old we also added
some fine freeze-dried Brine Shrimp to their menu. A week later we tested them on
small Daphnia just to see if they could handle it. They did, so we introduced very small
live Daphnia and Cyclops to their menu, plus small bits of freezedried. The Peacocks seem to prefer
eating in the lower half of the tank, so we tried a Tetra Tabi Min tablet, which soon breaks up into
fine pieces andThe only other fish present in the breeding tank at all times was a bronze catfish
(Corydoras aeneus), to help with any uneaten food. We had read in Tropical Fish Hobbyist magazine
that this catfish would not harm eggs or fry and this proved right for us. When the fry were spotted,
we turned the filter to the lowest position to prevent the young from going in. they got stuck into
that in no time.
The only other fish present in the breeding tank at all times was a bronze catfish ( Corydoras aeneus),
to help with any uneaten food. We had read in Tropical Fish Hobbyist magazine that this catfish
would not harm eggs or fry and this proved right for us. When the fry were spotted, we turned the
filter to the lowest position to prevent the young from going
in.
Editor's Note: Rodney and Deborah went on to breed quite a
few of these great little fish, and for a time they were quite
common. I suppose that is why no one wanted to breed and
maintain them. Now there are very few left. It is hoped that
the next time they become available to the general run of
Canberra aquarists more attention is paid to them.
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Breeding the Bumblebee Goby - Brachygobius nunus
http://www.aquaticcommunity.com/gobyfish/bumblebee.php

Several different species from the genus Brachygobius are commonly referred to as Bumbleebe
Gobies, and in this article I will focus on the species known as Brachygobius nunus. Bumblebee gobies
are called bumblebees due to their round appearance, their big heads and the fact that they display
four brown to black vertical stripes over a yellow to golden background. They are also known to
“buzz” from one surface to another inside the aquarium. Being true gobies, the ventral fins of these
fishes have fused into a suction cup that they use to attach themselves to virtually any surface, including aquarium glass.
Bumblebee gobies hail from Asia where they inhabit saltwater swamps and stream estuaries in
in India, Thailand, Indonesia, Borneo and Malaysia. Most of them can survive in freshwater, but
brackish conditions are definitely recommended. They normally stay below 1 ½ inch (4 cm) in length
and the name of their genus – Brachygobius – actually means “short goby” in Greek. Brachygobius
nunus can be identified by looking at its anal fin – there should be one spine and seven rays.
Housing:
If you plan on breeding Brachygobius nunus, it can be a good idea to house your fish
in a small aquarium. Nobody really knows why, but many aquarists have been more successful
breeding Bumblebee Gobies in small aquariums than in big ones. Placing a dozen juveniles in a 10
gallon aquarium is a good way of obtaining matching pairs. The aquarium should be well decorated
and include suitable “caves”, e.g. snail shells and barnacle shells.
Water: As mentioned above, Brachygobius nunus might survive in fresh water but it is far from ideal
for it. Adding at least two teaspoons of sea salt mix per gallon of water is much better. Increasing the
salinity from 2 tsp/gallon up to 1 tbsp/gallon seems to induce breeding. Large and frequent water
changes are also recommended if you want to coax your fish into breeding.
Feeding: A hungry Brachygobius
nunus might eat flake food, but
keeping it on a diet of solely prepared foods is not recommended.
Live or frozen brine shrimp, daphnia and white worms are all suitable choices. The diet should be
varied, and if you want your
Bumblebee gobies to breed you
should not rely on frozen stuff –
spoil them with live food as much
as possible.
London Aquaria Society

Page 6

Breeding the Bumblebee Goby - Brachygobius nunus
cont’d from page 6

Breeding Bumblebee Gobies (Brachygobius nunus):
As the breeding period commences, the males
will change into breeding colors. Their dark vertical stripes will almost vanish completely and their
golden yellow coloration will be more vivid than ever. They can also be seen swimming around
freely more like “normal” fish instead of buzzing from surface to surface. The females will not
change their colors, but their dark stripes can grow more pronounced and the eggs will turn their
bellies very round.
The male Brachygobius nunus will swim in and out of the cave of his choice and try to make a
ripe female enter it. If she is ready, she will swim inside and deposit a patch of eggs that will be
promptly fertilized by the male. The eggs will stay attached to the roof and sides of the cave until the
fry emerge. The male will stay close to the eggs until the hatch, and as soon as he notices any intruders he will leave the cave to chase them away.
Fry: Newly emerged Brachygobius nunus fry are tiny transparent slivers with eyes, but if you look
closely you will already be able to see a distinct spot in the midsection of the body. It is recommended to catch them and move them to their own fry rearing aquarium, or remove all the adult fish
from the parent aquarium, because the male will no longer guard them.
A 5 gallon aquarium is big enough to serve as a fry rearing tank. Use water from the parent
aquarium and install a sponge filter to help you keep the water quality up. It is important to keep a
stable salinity in the fry aquarium since it is hard for young Bumblebee fry to adapt to rapid changes.
Keeping the water quality up is also of imperative importance and small and frequent water changes
is a must.
Really small fry can be fed liquid fry food and vinegar eels. Within a few days, the fry will be
big enough to devour newly hatched brine
shrimp.
After a few weeks, Brachygobius nunus
fry will start showing dark striping and be developed enough to attach themselves to surfaces using their fused ventral fins. They will
gradually spend less and less time swimming
around freely in the aquarium and more and
more time staying attached to various surfaces.
After approximately two months the fry will
have turned into miniature replicas of their
parents.
London Aquaria Society
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How to raise and breed
Badis Badis in aquariums
https://www.aqua-fish.net/articles/raisingbreeding-badis-badis
Guide by Mick, keeping fish since 1976

Short introduction: Badis badis is one
species of aquarium fish that displays
beautiful markings but is often overlooked by fish keepers even though they
make a great addition to the aquarium.
They belong to the family of Badidae
and are often referred to under several different common names. The most commonly used names that
we refer to these fish are such names as Blue perch, Blue dwarf or even the Chameleon fish as they can
change their colouration if they wish to.
Their natural habitat is slow moving waterways such as small streams or even natural ponds, they
originate from Asia, namely river tributaries found in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal, the most
famous tributaries being from the Ganges river.
It is believed that their colouration can alter dependant upon which locality they are found from but
Badid badis is instantly recognisable wherever they occur, nowadays it is mostly tank bred specimens
that are available for sale and these tend to be hardier than their wild cousins.
Caring for Badis badis in the aquarium
Sand or gravel can be used for the substrate in the aquarium, there is no preference so it is purely the
owners choice which they decide to use, what is important is the addition of hiding places in the
aquarium. These will also supply potential spawning sites if you wish to breed these fish and are important to make the fish feel secure, rocks or wood can be used as well as upturned plant pots, plants
can be added if secured to the décor, any plants placed directly in the substrate do run the risk of being uprooted so be prepared for this if you do add them for aesthetic reasons. As mentioned above,
these fish inhabit slow moving waterways and they tend to have a slow swimming style so restrict the
flow from the filters to prevent the fish from struggling as they swim around the aquarium but make
sure that there are no dead spots in the tank where detritus can accumulate.

Badis badis are quite a hardy species of fish, they tolerate a wide range of conditions in their natural
habitat and this is also reflected in the aquarium. They do prefer the water to be slightly acidic but
they will tolerate slightly alkaline conditions, bear in mind if you are keeping these fish in a species
tank with a view to breed, alkaline conditions may prevent the production of fry. The pH can range
from 6.5 – 7.5 according to a lot of profiles but 6.5 - 7.0 is the best range to keep these fish healthy
and active.
London Aquaria Society
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How to raise and breed
Badis Badis in aquariums
cont’d from page 8

Temperature wise you can also acclimatise them to
a wider range than many species of fish, temperatures as low as 15 °C (59 °F) will be tolerated but a
more acceptable range is a temperature between
22-25 ° C (72-77 °F). The hardness of the water is
not too crucial but if they are kept in acidic conditions then make sure that the KH of the water
never drops below 4 or this can lead to pH swings which are bad news to any species of fish.
As the adult size of the fish will never exceed 3 inches (8 cm) a 20 gallon (90 liters, 24 US gallons) tank will be fine but be careful when choosing tank mates. These fish are slow moving and will
hide constantly if they feel threatened, make sure that the tank mates are not too large and have a
peaceful disposition, Corydoras make good bottom dwellers and for middle dwellers peaceful barbs
or the larger Tetras are ideal. Males can be aggressive towards each other and will establish a territory
very quickly, if there is more than one male in the tank then squabbles will occur so it is best to keep
a single male with several females.
Make sure that the aquarium is fully cycled before the fish are added and perform regular water
changes to keep the water quality high.
Feeding the Badis badis : Badis badis can sometimes be a bit tricky to feed when first
introduced to the aquarium, it is best to start them off with live or frozen foods and gradually add dried foods such as flakes or small granules over a period of time. They will eat insects and small crustaceans in the wild so try them out on microworms initially, bloodworms
should be fed sparingly as these can introduce digestive problems over a period of time. The
nature of these fish makes them skittish anyway so feeding them with food that they can't resist to start with should help to overcome the shyness, once they feel confident you will have
more success trying them out with different foods in their diet. Brine shrimp will keep their digestive system clear but unless they are gut loaded prior to feeding offer a low nourishment value.
Sexing and breeding the Badis badis: If kept in the correct conditions breeding the Badis badis
will not normally be hard to do but obviously they will have a better success rate if kept in a
species aquarium, this means that other species of fish will not distract them from breeding. Sexing these fish is not that difficult either, mature males display a much brighter colouration compared to the females and if you look closely at the bellies of the fish the female will have a more
rotund appearance.

London Aquaria Society

Page 9

How to raise and breed
Badis Badis in aquariums
cont’d from page 9

To ensure a higher rate of success it is
far better to keep 2-3 females to each male
and if the breeding tank does not have a lot
of room, only keep one male in there or the
males will spend more time squabbling
rather than concentrating on breeding.
Setting up the breeding tank is relatively easy, use gravel for the substrate and for filtration use a sponge filter so that the water
flow can be reduced to a steady pace. The water should be soft and slightly acidic, the temperature should be set at 24 °C (75 °F). Make sure that there is a lid on the tank as the parent
fish can get over excited and jump the tank, not a good move if the tank is unattended!
The parent fish should be conditioned prior to breeding by providing them with a high
protein diet of live or frozen foods and daily water changes in the breeding tank with offer
them the highest water quality possible. The male should display a more intense colouration
as he prepares to display to the female and they will pair off looking for potential spawning
sites, adding a couple of upturned plant pots will offer these.
Early stages of spawning will include the male swimming closely with the female and
you may even see him nudging at her or even trying to embrace her. If all works well the female will then deposit her eggs closely followed by the male who will swim over them to fertilise. At this stage it is wise to remove the female from the breeding tank as the male may
turn aggressive towards her.
The male protects the brood and fans over the eggs, these should hatch after 48 hours
but do not attempt to feed the fry at this stage. They will consume their yolk sacs initially and
after this they will become free swimming a few days later, now the fry can be fed with nutritious food. Newly hatched brine shrimp or even a commercial fry food for egg layers are acceptable but make sure that the fry can reach the food without having to swim too far as this
can use up their energy which will reduce their growth rate. While at this stage the male
should not bother them but as they grow they can become seen as a food source for the male
so removing him at an early stage will prevent any fry from being lost in this manner.
The fry should be fed small amounts at least 3 times per day and make sure that the water has a partial water change everyday taking care not to syphon out any fry while performing this action. The growth rate should be quite quick and once the reach a size of 0.75 - 1
inch (2 - 2.5 cm) they can be sold on or moved into a larger aquarium if you wish to keep
them.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar - 2015
January
18 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
18 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
February
8 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
8 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
21 - Durham Regaion Aquarium Society - Annual Dinner & Speaker - tickets $35.00
March
8 - Calgary Aquarium Society Spring Auction
15 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
15 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
21 - Hamilton & District Aquarium Society Spring Auction & Show. Click here for details.
April
18 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Spring auction. Click here for details
19 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
19 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
May
14-16 - 2015 CAOAC Annual Convention - check the convention page on our site for more details
June
28 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
28 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
September
19 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Fall auction. Click here for details
20 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
20 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
October
3 - HDAS fall auction
18 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
18 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
November
15 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
London Aquaria Society
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BREEDERS
AWARD
PROGRAM
JAR SHOW
RESULTS
January
13,Corydoras,
2015
Loaches, Suckers & Catfish
(e.g.
Brochis, Plecos )
The following
Club Members
spawned
Name
Month
Fishhave
or Plant
Namethese fish.
JamesSwick:
Kelly Amphilophus
September Bolbitis
heudelotii
John
citrinellusx
Fred Cromb Paranteetrophus
September Redsynspilus
Cap Oranda
(Carassius
auratus)
(Jelly
Bean Parrot
Fish)
Halpochromis
Sp. 44
Name
Month
Competition

Jenifer McNaughton: Gambusia Holbrooki Title

Lloyd
September
open Pineapple
Swordtail (male)
Ron &Swance
Annette Bishop:
Corydoras
pygmaeus

Gift Certificate
Big Al's Aquarium Services
Pets and Ponds
Ribbon

Number of Personal Total
Points
Points

Red

10

10

Lloyd Swance

SeptemberAustraloheros
open Red Swordtail
(male)
(Red Ceibal)

Blue

7

17

Fred Cromb

SeptemberParalsbidochromis
My Favourite FishSp.
Red
Cap
Oranda
Fire
Rock
Kribensis

Red

10

10

James Kelly

SeptemberCaridina
open African
Water
(Bolbitis
Babaultis
Sp. Fern
Green
(Greenheudelotii)
Shrimp)

Red

10

10

Fred Cromb

September open Baby's Tears (Hemianthus micranthemoides)

Blue

7

7

Name

Bob Steele
Bob Steele

Month

Horticultural
AWARD PROGRAM Ribbon
Adult Plant Competition

March

Montezuma Swordtail, male (Xiphophorus montezumae)

March

open

January 13, 2015

Number of
Points

Personal Total
Points

Redtail Goodeid, male (Xenotoca eiseni)

The follow
Club
Members
have
propagated
these
plants.
James
Kelly
September
open
African
Water
(Bolbitis
heudelotii)
Red albonubes)
10
Bob Steele
March
Novelty
Bowl
WhiteFern
Cloud
Mountain
Minnows ( Tanichthys

BREEDERS AWARD PROGRAM

Fred
Cromb
September
open
Baby's
Hemianthus
micranthemoides)
Bob
Steele
March vulgaris
Novelty
BowlTears
King (Tiger
Pleco (Hypicanstrus
sp. L066) Blue
John
Swick: Hydrocotyle
(Pennywort)

7
Blue

Red
Red

January 13, 2015
Ron & Annette Bishop: Pista stratoites (Water Lettuce)
Hydrocotyle leucocephala (Brazilian Pennywort)
Cyperus helferi
Ludwigia glandulosa
Marsilea quandrifolia
Limnophila armatica (Rice Paddy Herb)
Hygrophilia pianatiola
Vesicularia montagnei (Christmas Moss)
Derek Tucker: Vallensnearia gigantean “Rubra” (Giant Red Tape Grass)
Vallensnearia neotropicalis (Giant Eelgrass)
Vallensneria asiatica varbiwaensis
Ludwigia glandubsa “Pervensis”
Vallensneria torta
Pistia stratiotes (Water Lettuce)
Blyxa aubertii
Cryptocoryne cordata
Hygrophilia ssp. Pantanual “Wavy”
Marsilea quadifolia (Water Shamrock)
Bolbitis heteroclita
Pogostemon Helferi “Downoi”
Hottonia paulvstris (Water Violet)
Hygrophila Sp. Araguaia
Potamogeton gayi
Starrogyne repens

London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant
Aquatic
Category Animals

Fish Categories

September

open

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open

open fish Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)

November

open

open fish Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

December

none

January

open

open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

none

Class
My Favourite Fish
Family
Novice
Egglayer

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

None due to Awards Night

Non Fish
Bowl Beautiful
Novelty Tank
Novice Livebearer
Pairs
-

Horticultural AWARD PROGRAM ANNUAL STANDING
January 13, 2015
Derek Tucker:

170 pts.

Ron & Annette Bishop:

90 pts.

John Swick:

15 pts.

BREEDERS AWARD PROGRAM ANNUAL STANDING
January 13, 2015
Ron & Annette Bishop: 85 pts.
John Swick:
Jennifer McNaughton

10 pts.
5 pts.

The Habitat of a Plecostomus
http://animals.pawnation.com/habitat-plecostomus-3481.html

by Madeline Masters, Demand Media

Hypostomus plecostomus, also called the sucker-mouthed catfish or pleco, originates from Central and
South American rivers and must be kept in aquariums that replicate this environment. Plecos are able to withstand a range of temperatures and water quality, and make great tank mates with several fish species.
Natural Habitat of the Plecostomus:
Plecos are adaptable fish that can live in fresh or brackish water. In the wild they live in rivers in Costa Rica,
Panama and South America.
London Aquaria Society
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The Habitat of a Plecostomus
cont’d from page 13

The water level in the rivers where plecos live varies with the amount of rainfall the region receives.
Because river beds dry up in different seasons, the pleco has adapted to survive in very small
water bodies. One adaptation is the pleco's ability to breathe through its skin. They can also wriggle
on dry land from one water body to another in search of more favorable conditions. Plecos can live
up to 30 hours outside water if they store enough oxygen in their bellies -- this is why plecos are
sometimes seen gulping air at the water's surface. In the wild plecos breed in deep burrows in the
muddy river bed, laying up to 300 eggs at a time.
Plecos as an Invasive Species: Plecos have been found living wild in Texas and Florida after they
were released by fishkeepers. In the United States, plecos are considered an introduced and invasive
species. Plecostomus specimens have also been collected in Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii,
Louisiana, Nevada and Pennsylvania. Plecos were intentionally introduced to U.S. waters by aquarists
as well as fish farmers hoping to use the animals as a means of algae control in their tanks. Because it
has established itself in North America in addition to its natural habitat in Central and South America,
Hypostomus plecostomus is considered the most geographically widespread fish in the family Loricariids.
Pleco Captive Habitat: Plecos are popular aquarium fish for their friendly nature toward other fish
and willingness to keep tank surfaces free of algae. These fish can reach almost 2 feet in length when
fully grown and provided with adequate tank space, so plecos should be kept in aquariums of at least
75 gallons. Other than naturally occurring tank algae, plecos need minimal diet supplementation if
leftover food from tank mates is available. Driftwood is required for pleco habitats -- these fish need
to chew wood to stay healthy. Live plants should be securely anchored and hardy because plecos like
to dig up plants and eat them. Temperatures between 68 and 82 degrees F are acceptable for plecos.
They can tolerate pH levels anywhere between 6.5 and 8.0. A high-powered filter provides oxygenated water with a strong current that replicates the pleco's natural river environment.
Pleco Habitat Companions: Plecos should never be housed with other plecos -- these animals do not
tolerate their own kind, even though they are
completely docile with other fish. Because
they don't tolerate sharing living quarters,
plecos are not successfully bred in aquariums,
only in fish farms. Plecostomus are omnivorous bottom-feeders and can be safely housed
with fish much smaller than themselves. Plecos generally pair well with cichlids, angelfish,
barbs, bettas, other catfish species, gouramis,
guppies, hatchets, loaches, mollies and platies.
London Aquaria Society

Page 14

Thousands of New Species
Found in New Guinea
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/06/pictures/110627new-species-rare-animals-papua-new-guinea-wwf/

"Striking" Damselfish
Photograph courtesy G.R. Allen, WWF

The damselfish Chrysiptera cymatilis is one of 1,060
new species found on or near the island of New Guinea (see map) between 1998 and 2008, according to
a new report. Earth's largest tropical island is divided between Indonesia in the west and Papua New
Guinea in the east.
The "striking" blue fish, found in 1999, lives in the pristine Coral Triangle, a region that supports the
most diverse marine ecosystems on Earth, according to the report Final Frontier: Newly Discovered Species
of New Guinea (1998—2008), by the conservation organization WWF.
"If you look at New Guinea in terms of biological diversity, it is much more like a continent than an island," Neil Stronach, program representative for WWF Western Melanesia, said in a statement.
"Scientists found an average of two new species each week from 1998 [to] 2008—nearly unheard of
in this day and age." (See pictures of more new species found in Papua New Guinea, including a "Yoda
bat.")
However, poorly planned and unsustainable development on New Guinea—for example, logging
and agriculture—is jeopardizing the future of many of these species, the report emphasized.
Published June 27, 2011

Purple Frog Goes Underground
Photograph by SD Biju, University of Delhi

—Christine Dell'Amore, photo gallery by Mallory Benedict Published December
23, 2014

This was a banner year for the bizarre, with a snake virgin birth, an
extremely rare black sea devil, and a real-life unicorn making headlines in
Weird & Wild. Luckily for our fans, we've rounded up our editors' picks
of the ten best weird stories of 2014. (See the weirdest stories of 2013.)
Tenth on our list of oddest animal stories is the unusual mating strategy of the Indian purple frog,
also known as the pig-nosed frog, an endangered species (pictured) native to the mountains of India's
Western Ghats. Males of the colorful amphibian, discovered in 2003, call to attract females from underground—a strange method of courtship, according to a study published in February.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Report - December 2014
There is new legislation set out for non for profit groups and
CAOAC is looking into getting more information about it. There is a link
set up on the CAOAC site now and there will be legislation for both
federal and provincial and a window of time which is available to comply with it.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
AHD: No report.
AWARDS: The day of the December meeting was the deadline for author and advanced author,
there were none received and Ray Lucas is the newsletter judge this year. An entire year of the
club’s newsletters must be sent out to him. (Jan-Dec) Please contact Peter to let him know that you
have sent them to Ray. The February meeting is the deadline for all other award applications. These
can be sent to Peter via email, or in person.
BREEDERS: Peter Melady received his “first in” award for Betta strohi!
FAAS: No report.
FISH RESCUE: No report.
JUDGES: No report.
MEMBERSHIP: There are still 8 clubs with outstanding paperwork and cheques for their insurance.
All clubs should be receiving the new Welcome Package.
PROGRAMS: Ken is still going through all of the programs, watching, reviewing and listing them.
WAYS and MEANS: This month, we had a potluck. $31.55 was spent on pop, ice, plates, bowls,
cream and egg nog. Our monthly raffle of donated items, brought in $12.00 and we auctioned off a
donated heater for $2.00. We collected a total of $34.00 for the 50/50 draw but decided that instead of keeping 50% we had two winners of $17.00. We now have $70.90 left.
WEBSITE: See updates online.
CONVENTION: The menu looks great and another ticket was sold. Working out the logistics of the
Betta auction. To get the special room rate, you must be either a registered convention attendee or a
vendor.

CLUBS
BETTA BREEDERS: 2 new members.
CALGARY: Now has 70 members. Potluck and awards were in December and the next talk will be
on plants and CO2.
CKAS: Had Christmas potluck (see pictures of Ken on Facebook)
DRAS: Has 76 members. December was their potluck and January has a member of DRAS, Carol
Taylor, doing a talk about invasive Lion fish in Florida.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Report - December 2014….cont’d
The DRAS annual awards dinner will be held at the Pickering Mandarin
restaurant on February 21, 2015. The cost will be $35.00 and the speaker
is TBA.
This is the first time in many years that the price of the dinner has gone
up.
HDAS: December was the Christmas party and the food drive for Neighbour to Neighbour. They
raised $251.00 and 159.5 lb of food along with raffles. Their next auction will be on March 21,
2015.
KWAS: December potluck, awards, raffles, a mini show and the highlight was fish races.
LAS: At our December meeting, we had our annual potluck with the club supplying the drinks and
pizza. There was plenty of good food. Each member was given a ticket when they came in and the
club supplied 6 gift certificates worth $40.00 each that were from our advertisers.
There were also some other items donated for the draw.
Nancy Egelton went to the Aquatic Experience in Chicago and brought back goody bags for each
member in attendance. There were some left over to use on our bus trip in June.
We did not hold our jar show nore did we have a speaker but we did have a good sized auction. We
did a 50/50 draw worth $27.50 and Linda Chapman won again!
The club donated $100.00 to the London Food Bank.
OTTAWA: No report.
PEEL: No report.
SAS: No report.
SCAT: December party and on January 5th, Tom Bridges will be doing a talk on Discus.
WINDSOR: No report.

OTHER BUSINESS
The June CAOAC meeting will be a large
general meeting and BBQ. All of the club
presidents and/ or club representatives should
be in attendance. The direction of CAOAC
will be discussed at this meeting. There will
be a survey going out prior to this meeting so
if you have ideas about what CAOAC should
be doing or things they should change, etc.,
please make your views and ideas know
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and
aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule a
pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
660 Speedvale Avenue West, Suite 305, Guelph
Quality Aquarium Supplies

Phone: 519-546-6911

Email: info@angelfins.ca

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...

4683 Sunset Road

Phone: 519-782-4052

Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4
Fax: 519-782-3139
www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization, established in June 1956. Its main objective is to
promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish
and to provide a means through which hobbyists may
exchange ideas, gain information and display their
fish, sharing them in the public in the London Area.

Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of
our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted
provided full credit is given to the Author, the London
Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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PET PARADISE
SUPERSTORE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location) Dundas & Saskatoon, London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm
1641 Dundas St London, ON N5W 3C3
1-519-451-7279

LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
AND SMALL ANIMALS





Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES
WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
Monday-Thursday

Saturday

11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Friday

Sunday:

10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER
FOR THETROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE
WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH
FOODS AND WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)
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