Volume 57, Issue 5

January 8, 2013

London Aquaria Society
www.londonaquariasociety.com

Round
Table
Discussion
On Our Wonderful Hobby
with our Dedicated Members.

Meet the '200-year-old' Pleco

feri (but just might be Panaque exhibition in Taiwan.
titan)."
The fish were unveiled
Either way, it's an amaz- alongside similarly coloured
www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk
Submitted by: Bob & Laurel ing looking fish.
Convict cichlids at the 2012 TaiWould you pay over
Steele
wan International Aquarium
£2,000 for one of these?
Expo.
This huge Panaque is set
According to the organisto be one of the highlights at www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk
ers, these are the world's first
the 2012 Taiwan International
pink fluorescent angelfish and
Aquarium Expo.
they can be viewed without usIt's described as a
Panaque cf. suttonorum and it's
ing a blacklight (UV) lamp.
claimed to be 200 years old by
They were created through a
its owner — although it turns
joint project between Taiwan's
out that's his estimate of its age
Academia Sinica, National Taiin fish years.
wan Ocean University and Jy
However, the 'human'
Super-expensive Blue bolt Lin, a private biotechnology
age of this 60cm/24" catfish is
still pretty impressive. It's had and King Kong shrimps are company.
three different owners in its life- among the aquatic invertebrates
The fluorescent Medaka
time and is at least 60 years old. on display at the 2012 Taiwan
(Oryzias latipes) has been
We asked PFK contribu- International Aquarium Expo this
authorised for sale in Taiwan as
tor and catfish expert Julian weekend.
The freshwater shrimp- an aquarium fish since 2003.
Dignall if he could shed more
GM fish are illegal to sell
light on which species of fish breeding trend has become very
popular
in
Taiwan
in
recent
this is, as we weren't convinced
or import into the UK due to
of the ID provided. He told us: years, with some varieties fetch- our legislation covering geneti"Sadly the picture doesn't in- ing incredibly high prices.
These tiny shrimp had a cally modified organisms.
clude the tail fin which would
help. It's likely Panaque schae- price tag of NTS$100,000
(around £2,150) each — that's in
the region of £100 a millimetre!
Fluorescent Angelfish
at Taiwan Show
These genetically modified fluorescent pink angelfish
will be on show at an aquarium
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www.atfgguppy.com/stock.html
I saw these beautiful guppies
at the above site and just had to share.

"Scientists have long suspected that big brains come with an
evolutionary price — but now they've published the first experimental evidence to support that suspicion, based on their efforts to
breed big-brained fish. A Swedish team found it relatively easy to
select and interbreed common guppies to produce bigger (or
smaller) brains — as much as 9.3 percent bigger, to be precise
(abstract). But the bigger-brained fish also tended to have smaller
guts and produce fewer babies."
Author Unknown
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President’s Message

HAPPY NEW YEAR
January is here as well as 2013. Happy New Year to one
and all. On behalf of my family to yours, I wish all the best in the
future and all the happiness that a new year can bring - like plans
for the new pond in the back yard, a new addition to the fish
room or that big aquarium you always wanted .
For January we are planning a round table discussion with
all in attendance to offer what works and whatever problems they have, maybe we can help each
other.
The pot luck Christmas dinner went off quite well. All the special recipes and everything tasted
great. There were lots of prizes to choose from. Thanks to all who donated and congrats to the winners. Special thanks to John Swick for his donation of the centerpieces.
The fish show for January will be Guppies, an Open Class and the Open Class for Plants. The
auction will be there as usual.

Again, have a great 2013!
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization,
established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote
interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and also to provide a means through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing them in the
public in the London Area.

Please Support

Advertising Rates

Southwestern Pet Centre

Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00

1641 Dundas Street
London, Ontario

Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of
our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be
reprinted provided full credit is given to the Author,
the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed to:

519-451-7279

They support us!!!

Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm

Sat: 10am-6pm
Sun: 10am-5pm

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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Bigfins from small beginnings
http://www.practicalfishkeeping.com
Submitted by: Bob & Laurel Steele, London Aquaria Society,
January, 2013
Japanese ‘Bigfin reef squid’ are being reared at a British aquarium for the first time. Squid are the most difficult
member of the cephalopod family to rear in captivity, but
marine experts at the Sea Life displays development facility in Weymouth look set to succeed.
Aquarist Greg Casten hatched nearly 200 from eggs collected in the seas off Japan, and has
managed to grow 35 of them from just a couple of millimeters five weeks ago, to around 3cm.
"There is a long way to go and we will undoubtedly lose a few more yet," said Greg, "but with 35
having made it through the delicate first few weeks the chances are good we’ll get some through to
maturity."
Already having notched up rare breeding successes with mud octopuses and flamboyant cuttlefish, Greg’s biggest challenge with the squid has been their tendency to eat each other. “They flourish best in small groups, but are also notorious cannibals, so I have to monitor them carefully and
separate any that fail to grow as quick as the rest,” he said. He has also had to source food –
mainly plankton and tiny shrimps — in steadily increasing sizes to keep his tiny charges healthy and
well fed.
PET PARADISE
Adult Bigfins – so called because their fins
SUPERSTORE
encircle their whole bodies — reach up to 33
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
cm/13", and are fished in vast quantities for the
Asian food market. They have the fastest re- LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF PUPPIES, KITTENS,
corded growth rate of any marine invertebrate,
REPTILES, FISH, AND SMALL ANIMALS
weighing as much as 600 grams (1.3lbs) after just
four months.
They live for only six months  Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
however, by which time males can reach almost  Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
 Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
90 grams (3.12 lbs).
The Weymouth project, for which a special new breeding unit had to be built to enable
very close control of lighting, and the quality,
temperature and flow of water, is — like the
squid — still in its infancy.



"Our goal is to complete the life cycle,”
said Greg, “to rear enough adults to produce
more eggs, and then rear a second generation.
"All of this will be done behind-the-scenes in
quarantine tanks with water flow systems that
prevent the squid touching the sides and potentially damaging their very delicate bodies.

Our Store Hours:

Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR
AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
CARD.
Mon-Fri…….9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday..….9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…….11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

cont’d on page 5
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Bigfins from small beginnings
cont’d from page 4

"The next stage will then be to develop suitable clearacrylic tanks for them which will ultimately enable us to display
these amazing creatures in our global network of Sea Life aquariums.
That is a desirable goal, he adds, because of the incredible
Bigfin Squid Group Kona
light show that bigfin squid can put on almost from birth. "Few
creatures can rival them for inspiring wonder and fascination in the marine world, and that leads on
naturally to concern for marine welfare and support for conservation efforts," Greg added.
Like octopuses and cuttlefish, Bigfin squid have millions of ink-sacs embedded in their skin and
control the release of different colours from these to produce amazing shimmering colour patterns.
"It is even more dramatic in squid though," said Greg, "and Bigfins are also thought to have reflective
cells that mean they can turn green in green light, blue in blue and so on, to render themselves almost
invisible." If Greg’s nursery performs as he hopes it will, bigfin squid could be dazzling visitors to Sea
Life’s 40-plus aquariums around the world within two years.
New blind, scaleless fish discovered
http://www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk
Submitted by: Bob & Laurel Steele, London Aquaria Society, January 2013
A new cave fish has been discovered in Vietnam. The new loach was discovered by University
of Ljubljana biologists Boris Sket and Peter Trontelj, during a survey of the biodiversity of Ha Long
Bay in the Golf of Tonkin, by Flora and
Fauna International (FFI). It was found living in a freshwater lake inside a cave on
the tiny Van Gio Island.
The fish has just been described in
Revue suisse de Zoologie by the Swiss ichthyologist, Maurice Kottelat, not just as a
new species but as a new genus to be 166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
FAX (519) 756-5140
PHONE (519) 756-6225
known as Draconectes narinosus.
This inch-long fish is notable for
having no eyes, no markings and no scales
– all common adaptations for animals that
have evolved in the total darkness of deep
limestone caves.
Its relatives most typically inhabit
fast-flowing rivers where they live under
stones and rocks.

www.tropicalfishroom.ca

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!

cont’d on page 6
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New blind, scaleless fish discovered
cont’d from page 5

A number of loaches are already known from
caves in the region and more await description. The
name of this new fish derives from the Greek for
dragon (drakon) and swimmer (nectes) – a reference
to Halong which means ‘descending dragon’ (socalled because it is believed that the landscape was created by a dragon). The Latin ‘narinosus’ means
'who has large nostrils'.
Also found in the cave was a new species of amphipod crustacean, Seborgia vietnamica, which
is likely to be a major component of this fish’s diet. The fish belongs to a family that is strictly limited to freshwater and so cannot cross seawater. This means that it is very likely to be endemic to Van
Gio Island. Scientists are yet to discover whether there are other related species on nearby islands, or
whether this is the only surviving species in its genus.
It is remarkable that this species has managed to evolve and survive on such a small island. The
new fish appears to be restricted to the island, which has long, narrow arms with a maximum width
of just 400 m. The cave’s freshwater lake is barely 200 m from the sea and at about sea level. It is
therefore extremely sensitive to rainfall and climate change, as well as human activities.
Review: Tamodine from Fish Treatment
http://www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk
Submitted by: Bob & Laurel Steele, London Aquaria Society, January 2013
This product will appeal to Koi
keepers as well as owners of burly fish
that are prone to getting cuts and grazes.
Tamodine is basically an iodine treatment
that can be applied directly to any
wounds and uncannily, just days after our
sample arrived, one member of staff reported having a problem with an onset
ulcer on a fancy goldfish.
She took the bottle away that day,
treated the fish twice, and, lo and behold,
the ulcer was no more. Inside a week all
the symptoms had disappeared.
We used it by applying undiluted
via a cotton bud, but you could just as
easily apply with a small paintbrush.
Ideally, you’d want to cover the
wound directly after the treatment with
something like Orahesive powder to seal
and waterproof the affected area, but we
had excellent results without having to do
so.
cont’d on page 7
London Aquaria Society

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/154308937946767?sk=info
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We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger selection
of fish and corals. Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.
Sealife Central has moved to:
3392 Wonderland Road, London, Ontario N6L 1J9
Review: Tamodine from Fish Treatmentc
cont’d from page 6

You don’t want to apply this treatment directly to the water — that’s not what it’s designed for.
However, if used properly, I give it nothing but praise.
Verdict: Buy some, put it somewhere safe, and get some cotton buds to sit alongside. Then, if you
get an ulcer outbreak, this is your first course of action. I’ll not be without a bottle of the stuff from
now on.
Editor’s Note: Anyone in the tropical fish and pond hobby knows that if water conditions are good,
the immune systems of our fish should be very strong, enabling them to fight
against minor infections, unless of course there are underlying circumstances
in which cause the fish to be stressed such as some type of disease or parasite.
If water conditions are poor, no amount of salt or medication will
help your fish to heal because the environment in which it lives has been
compromised. Good filtration along with water changes will go a long way
in keeping your fish healthy and happy.
London Aquaria Society
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New predatory 'Harp sponge' discovered

www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk
A new species of carnivorous sponge has been found living at a depth of 10,000' off the coast of California.Scientists
from the Monterey Bay Research Institute (MBARI) discovered
the recently described Harp sponge (Chondrocladia lyra) — so called because its basic structure resembles like a harp or lyre. This predator captures tiny animals that are swept into its branches by deepsea currents, using Velcro-like hooks that cover its branching limbs. Then it envelops its prey in a thin
membrane before slowly beginning to digest it. Scientists believe the Harp sponge has evolved its
elaborate shape in order to increase the surface area it exposes to currents, much like sea fan corals.
New fish variety Puntius denisonii 'gold'
www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/
Practical Fishkeeping has learned of an interesting tropical fish to
hit the shops. A line bred, bright golden Puntius denisonii colour variant is due to be shown to the world imminently, and we at PFK predict
the fish will be massively popular.
The gold morph is the brainchild of CV Maju Aquarium in IndoPuntius denisonii 'gold'
nesia, and came about when yellow mutant fish were noted and harvested from their existing P. denisonii commercial breeding ventures. Since last year, these one-offs have been
collected to make a breeding project, and are soon expected to be available commercially. Brood stock numbers aren’t huge yet, and so the project is being tightly managed, and turnout figures presently low.
Such fish would not be naturally occurring in the wild, due to the predation pressures that come with
having a garish colour, but we expect to see further variants from this fish as commercial farming interests continue to grow.
Maidenhead Aquatics show launch
Maidenhead aquatics have managed to secure a few specimens of this attractive looking variant, and
are preparing to showcase them at this weekend’s Aquatics Live event at London Olympia. The pictures seen
here were provided by Maidenhead, and were taken
from a recent buying trip by the company to the
Wonderful Pets
breeder.
These fish are not expected to be available for
a few more months yet, and we suspect that the initial
prices will be high, although there is no indication of
cost at this time. If interested in these fish, it would be
worth considering getting hold of some sooner rather
than later, as traditionally we have seen fish like this
becoming duller and less colourful as breeders try to
optimize production at the expense of a little quality.
When released, Maidenhead Aquatics are expecting a period of UK exclusivity on the species, due
to longstanding relationships with the supplier.

Excellent Products

Superior
Aquariums
Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459, Local 519-273-7917,
Fax 519-273-1249 Come visit us at 20 Corcoran Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 1V7

http://puppyseverything.ca/
Show your Membership
Card to get 15% off Fish
and 10%
off Product.

cont’d on page 9
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New fish variety Puntius denisonii 'gold'
cont’d from page 8

Not hybrids: Close inspection of the fish reveals that they are indeed P.
denisonii, and not the closely related P. chalakkudiensis, which can be
told apart by the presence of an inferior mouth, as well as black markings
Puntius denisonii
in the dorsal fin, and a shorter red stripe. The stripe in these golden fish
runs well into the middle of the body below the dorsal fin, where chalakkudiensis stops shorter of this.
We also feel safe that this is not a hybrid of species, and speaking to the breeder we are content that
this is not the case. Previously, unions have occurred between P. denisonii and either Dawkinsia filamentosa or
Puntius everetti, with not wholly pleasant results. Puntius denisonii is sold under many common names including Rose line shark, Red line torpedo barb, Bleeding eye barb or even Miss Kerala. The new gold variant may
itself generate many new common names as times go on.
What they need: Keeping these fish should be no different from keeping their wild counterparts from Kerala,
India. Keepers should aim to recreate a faster flowing stream with plenty of open spaces and some foliage
cover at the edges. Though wild Denison barbs can be solitary, the aquarium kept specimen is very gregarious,
enjoying the company of its own, and a shoal of five or more should be aimed for as a minimum.
These are not small fish, and we have no reason to suspect the gold variants will grow any less than the
standard 15cm, and so a tank of 120cm or more is highly recommended for a small shoal. They are fast, torpedo shaped fish that can dash themselves against the glass in too small a set up. Like all Denison’s, we expect
these to be skittish, and are likely to jump or dash at the first instance of fright.
Like the wild fish, it is probable that these will fare best at a pH of around 6.5 to 7.8, and a hardness
level of up to 25°dH. We are unable to find exactly the conditions that the fish are currently kept in. Denison’s
temperature tolerance is usually very good, with fish often found at readings as low as 15°C. We expect that
these farmed versions are being kept much higher, if for fecundity reasons, and a Maidenhead representative
should be able to advise the optimal temperature range for this variant.
Expect oxygen requirement to be high with these fish. P. denisonii inhabits regions with high turbulence, and in absence of oxygen the fish will quickly begin to suffer. A similar intolerance is found with water
quality. With little ability to cope with ammonia or nitrite, P. denisonii will always need to be kept in water of
impeccable quality. Retaining the colours may be a challenge, and so we’d advise a diet high in carotenoids.
Many dry brands carry this as a matter of course, but also think of frozen foods like Calanus, which are high in
this ingredient. Frozen meals offered frequently will keep them in good check.
cont’d on page 10

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...
4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario

N5L1J4

Phone: 519-782-4052
Fax: 519-782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
London Aquaria Society

Page 9

We’re
We’re CRAZY
CRAZY about
about fish!
fish!

FINATICS
FINATICS AQUARIUM
AQUARIUM
Ontario’s #1 source for premium cichlids
Ontario’s #1 source for premium cichlids

Over 250 tanks filled with quality rare African cichlids, adult
maleswith
and quality
wild breeding
groups.
Over 250 show
tanks filled
rare African
cichlids, adult
show males and wild breeding groups.

Thursday & Friday 11am-9pm,
Saturday & Sunday 11am-5pm
6200 Dixie Road, Units 105 & 106,
Mississauga, Ontario M1K 2B2

www.finaticsaquarium.com
finatics@rogers.com 905-565-1232
New fish variety Puntius
denisonii 'gold'
cont’d from page 9

Where to buy them: As of
early November 2012, the fish
aren’t yet available for sale,
but if after more information,
or to discuss reserving a fish in
advance, contact your local
Maidenhead Aquatics branch
who will be able to advise further. Pictures are scarce at this
time but if you want to see
them live and swimming, visit
the Maidenhead Aquatics stand
607 at Aquatics Live.
Thanks Bob & Laurel
London Aquaria Society

Hi everyone. Not sure if
I’ve put this picture in here
before, I can’t even tell you
who sent it to me, I suspect
it has something to do with
age. ;0) It was either Annette or Bob, in which case,
I had to share it with you.
If you have seen this
picture before, look at it
again and see the majesty.

Lorraine
Page 10

Female Guppies Risk Death To Avoid Sexual Harassment
Science News

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/08/080806154758.htm

Aug. 11, 2008 — Sexual harassment from male guppies is so bad that long-suffering females will risk

their lives to escape it, according to new research from Dr Safi Darden and Dr Darren Croft from Bangor University.
Male guppies spend most of their time displaying their
brightly-coloured bodies to females in the hope of attracting a
mate. The choosy females will usually only mate with the most attractive, high-quality males to ensure the production of strong offspring. If his courtship display is rejected, the male will often attempt to sneak a mating with his chosen female when she is not
looking. Avoiding the relentless male harassment uses up precious
resources such as time and energy. This in turn reduces the time
available for food foraging, and energy for growth and reproduction.
The researchers studied guppy behaviour in a Trinidad river and found that the females are segregating the sexes by choosing to spend time in areas where there are high numbers of predators. The
brightly-coloured males are far more likely to attract the predators than the dull brown females, so
they keep their distance.
Dr Croft explains, “Much like humans, female guppies produce relatively few eggs and give
birth to live offspring. They don’t lay their eggs for a seasonal spawning but keep them inside their
bodies where they are fertilized by the males. Because they are not reliant on seasons, the females have
a continuous battle to keep the males at bay – so they are resorting to extreme measures to avoid unwelcome attention.”
This work was funded by the Natural Environment Research Council.
Tinidadian Guppies

Female Fish Choose Sexier Friends to Avoid Harassment
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/12/111207000757.htm

Jan. 11, 2012 — Scientists have observed a strategy for females to
avoid unwanted male attention: choosing more attractive friends.

Published in the journal Proceedings of the Royal Society
B, the study is the first to show females spending time with those more sexually attractive than themselves to reduce harassment from males.
Carried out by the Universities of Exeter and Copenhagen, the study focuses on the Trinidadian guppy, a species of small freshwater fish. It shows that the females choose companions that are
relatively more attractive than themselves and in this way reduce harassment from males. The research shows that the tactic is successful and by ensuring they are less attractive than other group
members, the fish experience less harassment and fewer mating attempts from males.
Male guppies are well known for frequent and sometimes constant harassment of females. This
puts a significant burden on females, sometimes preventing them finding food and escaping from
predators.
cont’d on page 12
London Aquaria Society
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Female Fish Choose
Sexier
Friends to Avoid Harassment
Best
In Show
cont’d from page 11

Name
Liz Schnare

Month
December

Fish Name

Gift Certifi-

Albino African Clawed Frogs

Females are 'receptive' for a few days in each month. During this time they emit a sexual pheroMay
White Crayfish
mone that attracts males
and allow
males to glide into a position that facilitates mating.
Liz Schnare
May
open
White Crayfish
The researchers used guppies descended from those living in the Aripo River in Trinidad. They
Liz Schnare which females
May
open
White Crayfish
identified
were currently
receptive
to male sexual attention and which were not. They
then
monitored the amount
receptive
and non-receptive females chose to spend with eiLiz Schnare
May of time
open both White
Crayfish
ther
receptive or non-receptive
females.
Liz Schnare
May
open
White Crayfish
They found that non-receptive females spent significantly more time with receptive, and thereLiz Schnare
May
open
White Crayfish
fore more sexually attractive, females and that, by doing so, they received far less attention from
males. In fact, they even chose water in which receptive females had recently swum over water that
had housed other non-receptive fish. This shows they picked up on chemical cues emitted by receptive
females and found this to create a more appealing social environment.
Lead researcherMonth
Dr Safi Darden, a psychologist
the Centre for Research in AnimalRibbon
BehavName
Adult Fishfrom
Competition
iour at the University of Exeter said: "It is now becoming apparent that males of some species choose
to associate with relatively less attractive males to increase
their chances of mating. We wanted to see if females also
chose their same-sex companions based on attractiveness,
but in this case, to reduce unwanted attention.
"Our results support the idea that social structure can
develop around relative attractiveness and mating strategies. Although we focused our study on one species of fish,
I would expect that this strategy would be seen in other
species where females face similar levels of unwanted sexual
attention
Namefrom males."Month
Adult Plant Competition
This research was funded by a Leverhulme Trust Early CaTrinidadian Guppy Habitat
reer Fellowship and the Oticon Foundation.
Liz Schnare

Rare tropical fish caught in British waters for first time
www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/wildlife/6276002/Rare-tropical-fish-caught-in-British-waters-for-firsttime.html
7:00AM BST 09 Oct 2009
A pub landlord has become the first person ever to catch a rare breed of tropical fish off the
coast of Britain. Neil McDonnell, 37, is the first angler on record to use a rod and line to catch an
Almaco jack – a fish normally found in the Caribbean. Experts say the fish could be a sign of global warming and
hotter seas as the species usually stay in much milder waters
off Florida. Mr. McDonnell has sent proof of his catch to
the British Records Fish Committee who say it is the first
caught with a rod and line. “It is perhaps one of the few
benefits of global warming that such species are arriving off
our coast."
London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant

Aquatic

Fish Categories

Class

-

Category Animals
September

open

open

Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open

open

Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Dribs, Rams….
mouth-booding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

Family

November

open

open

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras)

December

none

none

Due to Christmas Pot Luck

January

open

open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

-

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

-

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

-

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

None due to Awards Night

Pairs

-

Family
Pairs

-

The Native Betta Habitat-Separating Fact from Fiction
My Sad Introduction to the Betta Myth
http://nippyfish.net/2011/10/23/the-native-betta-habitat-separatingfact-from-fiction/
I recall the first time I ever laid eyes on Betta splendens. Like
most people, I was wandering about a local pet store and thought
I’d pop through the fish section. I had not owned fish since the
deaths of my tropical fish in a grossly overstocked 10g (40L) tank I
owned as a kid – how I wish I had the internet to educate me then
rather than pet store staff! Still, I always liked to look at the fish section and dream, when I noticed row upon row of little cups; clear
drinking cups of the variety used in water coolers, each about halffull and each containing a single, amazingly colourful, long finned fish. At this point I was still uneducated on the
nuances of fish care, but I could be certain these fish must be suffering and wondered why, considering all the
other fish were in display tanks, these creatures were housed this way. I asked a staff member what these fish were
and why they were in cups like this, barely moving. She jauntily replied, “Oh, these are Siamese fighting fish. They
fight with any other fish and have to be kept alone. Their fins are really heavy so they don’t swim much, and in
the wild live in puddles made by buffalo footprints! They also tend to freak out and die in larger tanks, so they’re
happy like this.”
Hmmmm. I’m sure this sounds familiar to you all.
I assumed she knew what she was talking about (well, she was
working in a pet store after all!), though with some doubt as there were
a few dead ones. Months later, my tiny daughter was turning two and I
thought of getting her a small pet of her own with the ulterior motive
of using this excuse to finally keep a fish again. I went to another store
and looked at the bettas, thinking this would be perfect if indeed they
were suited to tiny bowls. I picked up a 1/4g (1L) plastic critter keeper,
thinking I was wonderful for giving these fish a bit more space, and
asked the staff member about the fish.
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Thankfully, this staff member did inform me these were
tropical fish, and required a heater which would not suit the
little plastic tank; however, he did not recommend a filter. I
acquired a secondhand 5g (20L) from a friend, put in my old
heater and filter, and went back for a nice purple betta as I
now had a heated tank. Despite not having cycled the tank,
he survived, though quite lethargically, and when he seemed
to pick up I proceeded to add several other tetras until I had about 10 fish. He did hide and not swim very
much but I put this down to his large fins. I also think doing very large weekly water changes saved him from
death by nitrogen cycling stress, though several tetras did not fare so well. Indeed, many were constantly hiding. There were regular tetra deaths, and my betta soon got dropsy and died. The same soon happened to the
next betta, so I went online to get some advice and do some rather late research. The results were astounding.
Not only was my fish succumbing to awful stress from overcrowding, ammonia and nitrite spikes, and
very high nitrates, but the grand palace I thought I was keeping him in was the bare minimum for a thriving
betta. Indeed, nearly the whole story I’d been told was completely untrue.
So, how did this story evolve? Why are bettas still being sold in cups only to graduate to ‘tanks’ which
are barely any bigger? Why do I still hear people (and pet store staff) claim they don’t need filters, and only
really need a heater if it’s a cold winter? To answer this it is crucial to understand the native environment these
fish are kept in; their biology.
Betta Origins, Myths and Facts: Fighting Fish?
Bettas are said to have gained their name from the “Bettah” clan of ancient Asian warriors, chiefly as
they were known to be aggressive to other males. This made them popular for ‘fish fighting’ in Siam (now
Thailand), a practice still condoned in rural areas. However, these were not fights, but tests of bravery to see
which fish would be first to retreat after flaring at each other. The fish rarely, if at all, actually fight. In the wild,
displays are to assert their dominance, and usually occur over territory and females, and are over when a competing male retreats . In fact, betta males will only
ever usually fight to the death if they are in a confined space, and/or if one is a particularly aggressive individual. Still, these fish are considered to
have an aggressive temperament, particularly as
the domestic strains had originally been selected
for aggression. Males should not be kept in the
same tank. A divider is ok, providing there is a lot
of space on both sides for each to swim freely
without always having to see his neighbour. A lot
of cover is also required on both sides of the tank
so each fish can retreat if he feels threatened. It is
ill-advised to divide anything less than 10g.
cont’d in February
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSEOUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE TROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST

519-668-2752

* 10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
 EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
 SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
 SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
 HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
 AQUARIUMS FROM 20 TO 275 GALLONS
 BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
 EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
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