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Livebearers will not lay
eggs, but give birth to freeswimming offspring. The eggs
have been fertilized inside the
body of the female and the offspring has developed inside of
her until they are large enough
to be born. This section contains information about livebearing fish. Seahorses and
pipefish are sometimes considered to be livebearing species,
but you will find information
about them in the Marine
Aquarium sections instead.
Livebearing fish species
are found in several fish families. A lot of the most commonly kept aquarium species
belong to the family Poecilidae.
This large family contains such
popular species as the Platy,
Guppy, Swordtail and Molly.
Livebearers from other families
than Poecilidae are also sometimes kept by aquarists, but
they are much rare. Halfbeaks,
splitfins, freshwater stingrays
and the “four-eyed” fish
known as Anableps anableps,are
all examples of livebearers
from other families that can be
kept by more experienced

aquarists. You can keep wild
caught livebearers as well as cultivated domestic species. The cultivated varieties are often
equipped with features that
would make them an easy target
for predators in the wild and
they can therefore only survive
in aquariums.

called Gonopodium. If you
keep livebearers from the
families Goodeidae and
Hemirhamphidae, the reproductive organ will instead be
named Andropodium. One of
the main differences between
the two variants is that an Andropodium will fold when the
A lot of the popular begin- male inserts it into the female,
ner fishes for novice aquarists are while a Gonopodium will flip
livebearers and livebearers are forward.
known to spawn in captivity
Livebearers belong to
even when kept by less experi- many different families and
enced aquarists. There are natu- are found in various environrally exceptions to this rule and ments in different parts of the
some livebearers are very hard to world, and their requirements
breed in captivity. They might and behavior therefore will
for instance require a very par- naturally vary from species to
ticular diet or water conditions. species. There are however a
In some livebearing species the few general rules that are true
females will often miscarry and for most livebearers. You
give birth to the embryos to soon. should always research your
Since the male livebearer has to particular livebearing species
fertilize the eggs while they are as well, since it might one of
still inside the female, all male the exceptions to the general
livebearers have developed some rules.
form of reproductive organ that
cont’d on page 4
can be inserted into the
female. Depending on
the specific species, you
will find one of two different forms of reproductive organs on the
male livebearer. If you
keep a livebearing tooth
carp, the reproductive
Sailfin Molly
organ on the fish is
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President’s Message
HAPPY NEW YEAR
January is here as well as 2010. Happy New Year to one and all. On behalf of my family to yours, I
wish all the best in the future and all the happiness that a new year can bring - like plans for the new pond in
the back yard, different fish we bring into our home and plans to attend this years CAOAC Convention.
The guest speaker for January will be Bob Wright, talking about the American Livebearer Association.
Bob has been in the hobby for many years and has a wide knowledge in all aspects of the hobby. Bob is currently President of CAOAC. He has earned the Champion of Champions Award for most points in a show
year for the CAOAC competition. Bob is an avid book collector and a lifetime member of the London Aquaria
Society. I am looking forward to hearing Bob’s presentation.
We had a pot luck supper with all the members bringing their special recipes, everything was enjoyed
by everyone who came out. The 55 gallon tank set up was won by one of our younger members. He was so
excited to win, that he didn’t even pull his truck up to load it, he carried it all the way down the parking lot.
The fish show for January will be in Guppies and Swordtails and Open
Class and the Open Class for Plants. The auction will be there as usual.

Happy New Year, have a great 2010.
Ron Bishop
President
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its main
objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas,
gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas &
Saskatoon
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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Livebearers
cont’d from front page

Generally speaking, livebearers are schooling fish and they will therefore do best in your aquarium
if your buy at least four specimens. A male livebearer can be quite aggressive towards other fish of
the same species, and keeping one male with at least three females is therefore a good idea. When
there are several females, the amount of harassment will be spread out over several individuals and
each female will be less stressed. A majority of the livebearing species will prefer alkaline water
where the pH is between 7.0 and 7.8. The water should be hard or medium hard.
Molly Fish
www.aquaticcommunity.com/livebearer/molly.php
A Molly is usually included among the first fish for beginner aquarists. Mollies are often kept in
community aquariums, but they are known to nip the fins of species with long and delicate fins and can
therefore be a bad choice if you wish to keep such species. Some fish with long and flowing fin will be
aggressive, or simply large, enough to fend of an irritating Molly, while others will be much stressed by the
harassment and sometimes even die from infected wounds.
You can keep a single Molly, but they are more interesting when kept together since you can witness
more of their natural behaviour. Mollies will not form schools, but they do develop a strict hierarchy among
themselves. The male Molly sporting the most striking colours and largest fins is the alpha Molly. If you
keep only one male Molly and several females you will avoid a lot of fighting.
You can choose between to major types of
PET PARADISE
Molly; the Short finned mollies and the Sailfin
SUPERSTORE
mollies. The most frequently kept Mollies belong to
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
the Short finned group, a group that include well
known species like the Black Molly and Gold-dust
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
Molly. Sailfin Mollies have a very spectacular shape
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND
and are much larger than the common Short finned
SMALL ANIMALS
mollies. A Sailfin Molly is also harder to keep since it
is more sensitive and require more space. A common • Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Short finned Molly will do well in a 10 gallon • Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
aquarium, but a Sailfin Molly must be kept in at least • Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
20 gallons of water since it can grow up to 5 inches. • Pets Always Welcome!
All Mollies are Livebearers and unlike many fish
RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND
species, Livebearers do not deposit eggs. A male SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PREMolly will instead fertilize the eggs while they are SENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIstill inside the body of the female Molly, and the eggs ETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.
will develop into a fry inside the mother. When the
Our Store Hours:
fry is large
enough,
the
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
female
Molly
Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
will give birth.
Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario
London Aquaria Society
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Molly Fish
cont’d from page 4

In the wild, the Molly is found in environments influenced by tidal
waves. The environment created by a tropical flood or stream emptying into
the sea is a typical Molly habitat. This means that your Molly will do much
better if you keep it in a brackish aquarium.
Mollies are capable of surviving in a fresh water aquarium as well, but will be more vulnerable to
diseases. If you want to keep Mollies with other species, it is therefore recommended to choose other tropical
species that tolerate a little salt, such as the Platy. 1 or 2 tablespoons of salt for each gallon of water is
suitable. You can buy marine aquarium salt in most pet shops and fish stores. Frequent water changes is a
must, otherwise salt will build up in the aquarium. Since the Molly is a tropical fish, the water temperature in
the aquarium should be kept in the 75-80 F range. Avoid including driftwood in your aquarium decoration,
since driftwood makes the pH lower. Mollies require a pH between 7 and 8. More suitable decorations are
plants and rocks. When you decorate the aquarium, leave a larger area of open water for the Molly to swim
around in.
Your Molly will accept both flake and live foods. A flake food diet should ideally be combined with
live food, such as blackworms, Bloodworms, grindal worms, fruit flies and brine shrimp. Vegetable matter
must be included in the diet. If there are algae growing in the aquarium, the Molly will obtain vegetable
matter by eating algae. If there is not a lot of algae for the Molly to eat, you can supplement with Spirulina
based flakes or ordinary vegetables such as boiled peas.
Sagittaria sagittifolia
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagittaria_sagittifolia

Sagittaria sagittifolia (also called arrowhead due to the shape of its leaves) is

a flowering plant in the family Alismataceae, native to wetlands throughout the
temperate regions of Europe and Asia; in Britain it is the only native Sagittaria.
It is a herbaceous perennial plant, growing in water from 10-50 cm deep.
The
leaves
above water are
arrowheadshaped, the leaf
blade 15-25 cm
long and 10-22
cm broad, on a
long petiole holding the leaf up to 45 cm above 166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE PHONE (519) 756-6225
water level. The plant also has narrow linear BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
FAX (519) 756-5140
submerged leaves, up to 80 cm long and 2 cm
broad. The flowers are 2-2.5 cm broad, with
www.tropicalfishroom.ca
three small sepals and three white petals, and
numerous purple stamens.
The round tuber is edible. In China, it
is known as cí gū (慈菇; lit. "benevolent
mushroom"), and its tuber is eaten particularly
on the Chinese New Year. It tastes bland, with
a starchy texture, similar to a potato but
London Aquaria Society

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
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Northern Mountain Swordtail
Xiphophorus nezahualcoyotl
www.aquaticcommunity.com/fish/mountainswordtail.php
Stephen has always been interested in unusual
livebearers and years ago kept many different kinds
and even some which were extinct in the wild. Here
is another one of his favourites.
Species name: Xiphophorus nezahualcoyotl
Synonym: Common name: Northern Mountain
Swordtail
Family: Poeciliidae
Order: Cyprinodontiformes
Class: Actinopterygii
Environment: freshwater
Maximum size: 6 cm / 2.3 inches Origin: Central
America: Rio Tamasi drainage in San Luis Potosi, Mexico.
Temperament: Peaceful
Company: This Swordtail species can be kept in community aquariums with
other species with similar demands.
Water parameters: temperature 19-26°C / 66-79°F; pH 6.8 – 7.2
Aquarium setup: Xiphophorus
nezahualcoyotl (Northern Mountain
Swordtail) should be kept in
aquariums that are heavily planted
along the sides and in the back while
leaving the middle open so that the
fishes get an open area to swim on.
Decorate the bottom of the
aquarium in accordance with the
needs of eventual other species kept
in the aquarium. Always keep more
females than males.
Feeding:
Xiphophorus
nezahualcoyotl (Northern Mountain
Swordtail) prefers frozen and live
food. The do however usually accept
most food sources.

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday

Closed

Breeding:
Xiphophorus
nezahualcoyotl (Northern Mountain
Swordtail) are livebearers. The
females give birth to their young in a
calm protected spot among plants. 11 Frank Street
The fry immediately hides among the
Strathroy, Ontario
plants. The pregnant females can be
isolated before they give birth for N7G 2R2
better breeding results.
519-245-0721
London Aquaria Society
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12 Anabantids
stason.org/TULARC/animals/aquaria/first-fish-breeding/12-Anabantids.html
Anabantids are another group of fishes that are quite different from those already discussed. Distantly related to Cichlids and Perch, Anabantids are found in Africa and Asia. Members of the families
Anabantidae, Belontiidae, Helostomatidae, and Osphronemidae,
Anabantids are also referred to as the "labyrinth fishes". This is due to a special breathing organ
referred to as the labyrinth organ which is essentially a maze of tunnels near the fish's gills. Labyrinth
fish gulp air at the surface of the water and absorb it through the labyrinth organ, allowing them to live
in water with too little oxygen to support fish which only breath through their gills. Some Anabantids
can survive out of water for several hours breathing only through their labyrinths, as long as they stay
moist.
Anabas testudineus, known as the Climbing Perch, is said to be able to climb trees and to live
out of water for up to two days. As well as giving aquarists some additional choices for community-tank fish, Anabantids offer some unique options to fish keepers as well as presenting a few
problems. Because some Anabantids are able to withstand cooler temperatures, and because of their
ability to survive in water with very low oxygen, these fishes can be kept in tanks or bowls without
heaters or filtration. On the other hand, some Anabantids (particularly males of some species) are
very territorial and some grow quite large.
Wow, I had no idea. This is so cool.
Breeding Anabantids can be quite rewarding. Some species build nests out of bubbles into which
they place their eggs while others, like some Cichlids, are mouthbrooders. The most commonly seen
Anabantid is probably the Betta or Siamese Fighting Fish (which is generally said to be Betta splendens
but is probably a crossbreed). Artificial color varieties with red, blue, green, purple, and many other colors in various combinations are widely available. Males are bred to have very large fins and both sexes
are seen with double tails. Siamese Fighting Fish generally make poor choices for the community tank
for two reasons. First, as their name would imply, they are very territorial. The aggression is greatest
between two males, but can be directed towards any fish that looks to the Betta too much like another
Betta. Second, their long fins make easy targets for many fish such as Barbs. Siamese Fighting Fish can
be kept alone in bowls (the larger the better) or tanks without filtration as long as frequent partial water
changes are done. They do need warm temperatures, however, and are sensitive to temperature
changes, so a constant heat supply is needed if the room is less than about 75F. Also, due to poor
breeding, many Siamese Fighting Fish are not very healthy. A 3" male would be a large adult; females
stay smaller.
A better choice for keeping alone in a bowl or small tank is the Paradise Fish - Macropodus opercularis. These are much hardier fish than the Fighters and
can withstand temperatures
down to 60F. They may jump,
however, so the tank should
be covered to be safe. Also,
like Siamese Fighting Fish,
male Paradise Fish can be extremely territorial towards one
another. Paradise Fish may
get up to 4" long.
Anabas scandens
cont’d on page 8
London Aquaria Society

Page 7

12 Anabantids
cont’d from page 7
Another very commonly seen Anabantid is the
Blue or Three-Spot Gourami - Trichogaster richopterus.
Gold, Silver, and Cosby Gouramies are also widely
available and are simply artificial color varieties of the
Blue Gourami. Blue Gouramies can get up to 6" long.
They are not as aggressive as Fighters or Paradise Fish,
but more than one in a small tank may lead to constant (if
not overly deadly) chasing. They will do well in a tank with larger schooling fishes. Similar, though
slightly smaller species include the Banded or Giant Gourami - Colisa fasciata (which is only a giant
compared to the similarly colored Dwarf Gourami described below), the Thick-lipped Gourami - Colisa
labiosa and the somewhat less aggressive Pearl Gourami - Trichogaster leeri and Moonlight Gourami T. microlepis. The Kissing Gourami - Helostoma temmincki grows larger (up to 12") but makes a good
fish for beginners with larger tanks. It is peaceful, though males will contest with one another by
pressing their lips together and pushing - the so-called "kissing" from which the common name derives.
Most Kissing Gouramiesseen will be of the Pink variety.
Small Gouramies, only growing to 2" or so in length, are also available. These include the Dwarf
Gourami - Colisa lalia, the Honey Gourami - C. chuna, and the Sunset Dwarf Gourami (probably a
cross between C. lalia and C. chuna). In theory, these would all be good fish for the community
aquarium. In practice, these fish are often the victims of poor breeding practices in the Far East (like so
many others described before) and many are even treated with hormones before they are shipped to
make them appear brighter in the store tanks. A good
rule of thumb is, "If it looks too good to be true, it
probably is."
Although harder to find, Anabantids which
have had less human interference with their
reproduction are generally better choices. Look for the
Mouthbrooding Betta - Betta pugnax, the Licorice
Gourami- Parosphromenus deissneri, the Spike-Tailed
Paradise Fish—Pseudosphromenus cupanus, the
Croaking Gourami - Trichopsis vittatus, and the Dwarf
Croaking Gourami - T. pumilus, which range in size
from 1" to 4". Do not buy Chocolate Gouramies Sphaerichthys osphromenoides which are quite
delicate, or the true Giant Gouramies—Osphronemus
spp. which grow quickly to well over two feet long.
Editor’s Note: I had no idea that there were so many
different types of Anabantids and that some of them got
so large. I hope that you all enjoy this article as much
as I did.
Hugs, Lorraine
London Aquaria Society
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Argulus
(Fish Lice)
http://www.aquariumlife.net/articles/fish-diseases/
argulus-fish-lice/164.asp
Description:
Argulus are a crustacean parasite in the
subphylum Crustacea. This puts them in the same group
with much larger crustaceans such as prawns and shrimp.
Argulus is a member of the Branchiura class, which are all crustacean parasites. Argulus are one of the largest external parasites in home aquariums and
ponds. Because of their size and visibility to the naked eye, they are also
known as fish lice. The fish lice range in size from 5mm to 10mm in length.
Even though they are quite large it can be difficult to see them sometimes because they like to hide in more sheltered areas on the fish host. The fish lice
are round or oval in shape and almost flat. Kind of like a flattened horseshoe
crab. The fish lice can move quite quickly and can swim between hosts.
Argulus Symptoms: Symptoms include patches of irritated skin, gills and fins
with small red holes. Because the argulus has hook like limbs and a sucking
feeding apparatus, they can cause open wounds that can lead to secondary infection. This feeding apparatus releases enzymes to digest the host and this can
also contribute to illness for the host fish. Of course another symptom of an
argulus infection is actually seeing the parasites on your fish.
Argulus Life Cycle: Argulus have a direct life cycle using only the fish as
hosts. They prey upon freshwater fish and marine fish. Argulus can spend a
large amount of time swimming around and mating occurs when the male and female
Argulus are swimming. The eggs clusters are dropped on any convenient submerged
item. After hatching the Argulus makes several metamorphic changes as it goes
towards adulthood. The entire cycle takes between 30-100 days depending on the
temperature. After hatching they must find a host within a around four days or
they will not survive.
Agulus Treatment:
The most successful and effective treatments against lice
are organophosphates. Using three treatments over the estimated life cycle of
the parasite almost always eradicates lice. At typical summer pond temperatures
of 68 degrees F or higher, treatments at 10-day intervals will kill existing
adults and juveniles as well as emerging juveniles. Clout is one of the commonly available treatments and is quite effective.
There are no other treatments currently available that are likely to be totally
effective.
There is some suggestion
that
using
a
chitin inhibitor such
as dimilin may stop
the juveniles developing as they moult
their exoskeleton but
there
has
been
no
real testing done on
this proposal.

London Aquaria Society
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Climbing Perch
Ctenopoma acutirostre
By: Sallie Boggs, Finformation, June 2003
www.gpasi.org/articles/ctenopoma_acutirostre.html
This fish goes by several names including Leopard Ctenopoma, Spotted Ctenopoma, and Bushfish.
It was first imported to Europe in 1955.
These relatively large anabantoids come from the Congo, in Africa. Specifically, the fish occur in the
Congo river system and in the Stanley pool. They are found in fast flowing rivers as well as in quieter regions and standing water.
My fish were kept in a 125-gallon tank with large clown loaches and large plecostomus. Because of
a split in the tank the water level was about half the possible height. They were about 5 years old and the
female was larger than the two males. The female was about 6 inches and the males were 4 inches. They are
big eaters and will eat anything (fish or shrimp) up to 1 inch long. They were fed flakes, pellets, black
worms, earthworms, and culled angelfish. The water was soft (about 120 ppm) and acid (6.0-6.7 pH). Water
changes were infrequent. Although they were basically shy and nocturnal, they came out to feed and were
not afraid to share a PVC tube with a foot long loach. There is some gravel on the bottom of the tank and
some duck weed on the surface of the water. The water is filtered by two large Eheim filters that spray water into the tank from about 1 foot above the surface. The temperature was between 75-80 degrees F (25-29
degrees C).
One day in March the female looked fatter than usual so I put her into a recently cleaned (totally
new water) 15-gallon tank with a sponge filter and a floating mop. Two days later, both of the males were
moved to the same tank. Sexual dimorphism has been reported to lie in the area of spines on the males gill
covers being more developed. In my experience this is not apparent, but instead there is a difference in size
and most definitively there is Velcro-like spot at the base of the male’s caudal peduncle that is absent in the
female.
Two days after the males were put with the female, thousands of small (<1mm) almost clear eggs
were floating at all levels in the water. The actual spawning was not seen, but based on the similar body
shape, similar Velcro-like spot at the base of the male’s caudal peduncle and similar eggs, I assume the male
embraces the female in the same way as my Cenopoma kingslei did. There was no bubble nest and no bubbles
at the surface. The temperature was about 76 degrees F. The parents were not eating the eggs, but nevertheless I moved them back to the loach tank. Just for insurance, I moved some of the eggs to a ten-gallon
tank. Virtually all the eggs were fertile.
After one day the eggs showed dark pigment and after two days they hatched. Even though they
hatched, they still floated at all levels of the water with the yolk oriented up and the helpless larva upside
down. When the yolk was absorbed enough to allow the
fry to swim upright they all hid in or under the mop or
the sponge filter. It was truly amazing to see the cloud of
tiny black fry swim away when the mop was disturbed.
Because of the small size of the fry, the first food
offered was a fine powder that they seemed to ignore.
Next rotifers were offered and some of the fry made
“capture” motions. The next day a mixture of rotifers
and newly hatched brine shrimp were offered and taken.
From then on feeding was no problem. The problem was
space.
cont’d on page 11
London Aquaria Society

Page 10

Climbing Perch
cont’d from page 10

At one month of age the fry had developed a very nice pattern of
dark brown spots on a light beige background. They are truly striking.
They also developed a voracious appetite. They ate white worms, black
worms, and baby angelfish. They even had to learn to eat pellet food.
These are beautiful as young fish and not-so-shabby as adults. Attractive in appearance, elegant in their movements and interesting as fry,
these fish can be heartily recommended for the right tank.
These fish are rarely bred, the first breeding report I know of came from the Basel Zoo, where the
fish spawned in a large, well-planted tank. Apparently, despite subsequent successful reports in the US the
only details available are that they are free layers, and do not care for the eggs. It is hoped that the current
report will rectify that dearth of information.

Algae
www.freshwateraquariumplants.com/articleindex.html

Algae is part of the plant world known as Thallophyta, they share this part of the
world with fungi. The incredible thing about algae is its ability to grow and survive in
the worst possible circumstances over very long periods of time. Algae can survive in
plant form and also in the form of spores. So even if the aquarium plant dies the
spores can survive and when conditions permit they can regenerate the plant. Thank
heaven there are only a few varieties that really affect us, and I will try to describe
them for you.
Green Algae: These algae can appear to you in several ways. Sometimes it just makes
the water look green, other times it's a green film that adheres to the sides of your
aquarium. In this form it is referred to as unicellular. In the multi-cellular form it can
also make your water look green but it is very noticeable in that the cells are attached
to one another and form long stringy tufts of green yuk.
What causes this and what to do? This is usually caused by phosphate and/or high
nitrate levels in your tank, or if the tank is too brightly lit or the sun is hitting the tank
directly. It can also be caused by overfeeding
your fish or over fertilization. You can remove the
threadlike tufts of algae by hand, and wipe down
the sides, clean off any decorations etc. Then the
best remedy is several water changes. If you are
doing several water changes be sure to clean out
your filter as well. If you have a diatom filter this
will clean it out quickly. When you do your water
changes be sure to hydro-vac the bottom as best
you can. Algae eating fish also help.
cont’d on page 12
London Aquaria Society
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Algae
cont’d from page 11

Diatoms: This is that ugly brown algae that forms on the sides of
your tank, on your decorations, etc. It usually is found in a new
tank. It is usually due to insufficient light, oxygen deficiency,
and/or excess nitrate. The cure is simple wipe it off, hydro-vac
the bottom well when you do your water changes. Algae eaters
will also help. I have found that this algae usually goes away after your tank settles in
for a few weeks.
Red Algae: This is the worst algae you will encounter. This appears as blackish dots
on aquarium plants, wood, etc. (aka: Black dot algae) It also appears like bunches of
thread known as beard algae, or small clusters or tufts known as black brush algae.
This usually appears in nitrate-rich water with ph over 7.0 (C02 deficient). This form of
algae is very common to the cryptocoryne species of plants, and several others imported from Southeast Asia. This stuff is practically impossible to get off the leaves, I've
heard of scraping it off the leaves with your fingernails, but I always seem to damage
the leaves when I try to do this, and I can never get it all off so it grows right back. Just
remove the leave is my best advice. Trim the plant back and get rid of all of it. Scrape it
off any decorations, or if it is on the sides of your tank. Do a good water change and reduce the PH level if it is high. Adding or increasing your CO2 level will usually reduce
the ph and prevent this stuff. Also, if your tank lights are getting old they could be losing their color spectrum and this will add to the problem. There are a few Algae eaters
that will eat the beard Algae, such as Crossocheilus Siamensis (true Siamese flying fox
from Thailand-no substitutions) but, even these little guys cannot do away with an infestation, or keep up with it if it is rampant.
Blue-green Algae: If you have this you will seem real thick blue-green, violet or black
brown algae on the bottom of your tank and all over everything. The water will smell
very bad. This occurs in a new tank when the
environment has not yet stabilized or in an old
tank where the bottom has compacted. It usually
occurs when the tank is not properly maintained
- plain and simple. To prevent this, do your water changes on a regular basis, always hydro-vac
the bottom, and keep your filter clean. Do not
overfeed your fish.

Here’s the answer to it all. I can’t even think of
anything to add to this……..
Two Story Outhouse. Words fail me! This picture is worth 10,000 words.

Yep, this pretty much says it all. :)
A friend sent this to me and I just had to share it. :)
London Aquaria Society
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Jar Show Fish Results
Name

Month

Fish Name

Sponsor

Award

Annette & Ron Bishop

September Green Phantom Pleco (Hemiancistrus subviridis)

Aquarium Services

Best in Show

Dorothy Reimer

October

Red Swordtail (Ziphophorus hellerii)

Pet Paradise

Best in Show

Annette & Ron Bishop

November

Albino Cherry Barb (Puntius titteya

Pet’s & Ponds

Best in Show

Annette & Ron Bishop

November Cyprinids, Albino Cherry Barb (Puntius titteya)

Red

Norm Ernteman

November Cyprinids, Goldfish (Carassius auratus auratus)

Blue

Annette & Ron Bishop

November Cyprinids, Albino Cherry Barb (Puntius titteya)

Annette & Ron Bishop

November Cyprinids, Pearl Danio (Danio albolineatus)

Annette & Ron Bishop

November Cyprinids, Goldfish (Carassius auratus auratus)

Annette & Ron Bishop

November open

Splash Tetra (Copella arnoldi)

Red

Dorothy Reimer

November open

Female Swordtail (Xiphophorus hellerii)

Blue

Annette & Ron Bishop

November open

Bloodfin Tetra (Aphyocharax anisitsi)

Annette & Ron Bishop

November open

Corydoras sp.

White

White

Jar Show Plant Results
Name

Month

Plant Name

Dorothy Reimer

November

open Java Fern Windelov (Microsorum pteropus 'Windelov')

Annette & Ron Bishop

November open

Banana plant (Nymphoides aquatica)

James Kelly

November open

Java Fern Windelov (Microsorum pteropus 'Windelov')

Sponsor

Award
Red
Blue
White

Kordon Fish Catcher
www.kordon.com
I sent some donation letters out a couple of weeks ago for the Forest City
Pond Club and in the mail today, I got a catalog of their products (donations to
follow) and when I got to the end of this catalogue, I saw a product that they
had for sale called a Fish Catcher. Well, you can imagine my surprise when I
saw this product and thought that it looked very much like a crack pipe. No
Ron, I don’t take drugs, even though sometimes it may seem that way, :) but, I
do watch Dog the Bounty Hunter and through him and his show, I’ve seen quite
a few. :)
A unique way to capture smaller fishes without damage or snagging their fins in a net. Especially useful for
catfishes, loaches, and other spiny rays.
PRODUCT DESCRIPTION:
The Fish Catcher is made of non-toxic blow molded plastic similar to many plastic bottles. Fish Catchers are
molded clear with either a slight green or blue cast. All edges are finished smooth to protect the fish. The overall
length is approximately 16.5 inches and has a bowl diameter of 4 inches. The Fish Catcher is designed with round
smooth sides so that the fish will not be snagged or scraped as they would be when using a typical net. Its shape
allows easy capture and removal while holding the fish in the Catcher's bowl of water. Practice will help in learning this proven method of fish catching that was first done centuries ago in Europe using catchers made of blown
glass. With a little experience, fish can be caught quickly and harmlessly.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

CAOAC generally holds its meetings on the dates shown below each year.
• Third Sunday in January - Newsletter award nominations are due and club
memberships accepted.
• Second Sunday in February - Recognition awards nominations are due.
• Third Sunday in March - Awards Committee meeting precedes the Executive
Meeting.
Third Sunday in April - Annual Reports due.
Victoria Day Weekend in May - CAOAC Annual Convention and Annual General Meeting with Executive elections.
Fourth Sunday in June (avoids Fathers Day on the third Sunday) - Committee heads chosen.
Third Sunday in September - Budget day.
Third Sunday in October.
Third Sunday in November.
Second Sunday in December - Authors and Advanced Authors Awards nominations due - Membership applications due.

Occasionally dates may have to be moved. Please check this calendar often to be kept up-to-date. Dates in ORANGE
are official CAOAC meeting dates. Clubs are respectfully asked NOT to hold events on these dates.
January 17, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario. (Newsletter award nominations
are due)
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
February 13, 2010: Durham Regional Aquarium Society Annual Awards Dinner with special guest speaker Oliver
Lucanus.
February 14, 2010: Tropical Fish Club of Erie County. (AUCTION ONLY)
February 21, 2010 : CAOAC general and business meeting (CANCELLED) Awards submissions for the 2010 convention are due with CAOAC by this date.
March 7, 2010: Peel Regional Aquarium Club. (AUCTION ONLY)
cont’d on page 15

Month

Plant

Fish Categories

September open

open Loaches, Suckermouth, Catfish, (Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open Cichlids-substrate spawning (Angels, Kribs, Rams, etc.)

open

November open

open Cyprinids (Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras, White Clouds, etc.)

December open

open No jar show due to Christmas Party.

January

open

open Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian, etc.), Swordtails

February

open

open Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish

March

open

open Mollies, Platies

April

open

open Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars, etc.)

May

open

open Cichlids—mouthbrooding (Guentheri, Aulonacara, etc.)

June

none

none Due to Awards Night.

London Aquaria Society

Class
Family

Family
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar
Cont’d from page 14
March 14, 2010: Hamilton & District Aquarium Society. (AUCTION ONLY).
Waterdown Legion. Waterdown, Ontario.
March 21, 2010: (Awards meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. (LOCATION WILL BE
ANNOUNCED CLOSER TO THIS DATE)
10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
March 28 2010: Brant Aquarium Society, (SHOW & AUCTION). Special Events Building, Paris Fairgrounds,
Paris, Ontario
April 11, 2010: Durham Region Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION) Aquatic Centre, Ajax, Ontario.
April 17, 2010:

Sarnia Aquarium Society. (AUCTION ONLY)

April 18, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
May 2, 2010: London Aquaria Society (ANNUAL AUCTION).
May 21 – 23, 2010: Canadian Association of Aquarium Clubs. 51st (ANNUAL CONVENTION) Sheridan College (Trafalgar Road Campus) Oakville, Ontario.
June 26, 2010: Sarnia Aquarium Society. Dinner & Guest Speaker 'Gary Lange' Rainbowfish.
June 27, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario (PRESIDENT'S BBQ)
September 18, 2010:

Sarnia Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION)

September 19, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
September 26, 2010: London Aquaria Society. (ANNUAL SHOW & AUCTION)
October 3, 2010: Hamilton & District Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION) Waterdown Legion, Waterdown,
Ontario.
October 17, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 p.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
(

October 24, 2010: Kitchener-Waterloo Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION)
October 31, 2010: St Catharines & Area Aquarium Society. (SHOW & AUCTION)
November 7, 2010:

Peel Regional Aquarium Society. (AUCTION ONLY)

November 21, 2010: 10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 PM CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
December 12, 2010: (Christmas pot luck lunch following the executive meeting.) (Membership and Insurance applications are due.) (Author and Advanced Author applications are due.)
10:30 a.m. CAOAC Executive meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
12:00 a.m. CAOAC General meeting in Waterdown, Ontario.
London Aquaria Society
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE
OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING
RETAILER FOR THE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 20 TO 275 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria Society
Members

London Aquaria Society
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