Volume 58, Issue 6

February 12, 2014

London Aquaria Society
www.londonaquariasociety.com

Some Ideas Abut Colour
Breeding Bettas
By: Walt Maurus
Submitted by: John Swick, London Aquaria Society, February
2014

If you can find a red
Betta, try to find a red Betta of
the opposite sex, because if you
can raise a good spawning, they
may be as valuable as good
Guppies, some of the better
Bettas, green, black and yellow.
Qualities of colour seems to be
more in demand at this time
than any other Betta factor we
might project. However, it is
necessary to understand some
of the very interesting aspects of
the genetics of Bettas to make it
even possible for a breeder to
know if he has the where-withal
of a good colour strain.
Red and green appear to
be the most powerful of colours
in Bettas as we know them.
Red Bettas spawned with red
Bettas will produce red Bettas.
Green Bettas spawned with
green Bettas will produce green
betas. However, if cambodian
Bettas are spawned with either
of these, the cambodian manifestation is so subjugated as to
have it disappear in the resulting fry. Blue is subject, almost
to the same kind of limitations.

Frank Aguirre will do a
presentation for us. Find out
what it will be when you get
here. ;0)

If dark blue (cornflower) Bettas
are spawned, the fry are divided between green, the
lighter blue (steel blue) and
cornflower blue. Spawn a pair
of steel blues and all you get is
steel blues. Spawn greens and
get greens, as was mentioned
before but spawn steel blue to
green and all fry will be cornflower blue. Strange but true.
The dark blue has only a partial
dominance going for it.
So, red and green are the
two big colours in Bettas. If
these two are spawned to each
other the results will be marrying genotypic/phenotypic mixes
of the two. Some will be more
green than red and others more
red than green. Green is a crystalline, iridescent colouring
closer to the surface in the skin
of the Betta with only the red
lying deeper. So, a spawning of
red to green only accomplishes
the presence
of
green in the red
fish.
Spawning
these mixes to one
another will perpetuate
these
variegations of redgreen.
It would
probably take a
few generations of
careful selections to
separate the colours again.
This

would be the case for anyone
starting with such mixed Bettas if
he were interested in separation
(enhancing) the colours separately.
Spawning red to either
blue will produce again the varying phenotypic mixes of the two.
Such mixes as we have been
mentioning can easily be found
on the retail market; reds with
blue streaks in the fins, blues
with red streaks in the fins and
reds with blue or silvery sheens
over the red. Such red-violets
can be quite attractive if the distribution of iridescence is particularly even.
Therefore, red Bettas exhibiting green iridescent markings or blue streaking, are carrying these colourings and they
will probably show up in subsequent generations.
cont’d on page 4
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February 12, 2014: Frank Aguirre do a surprise presentation
for us.

Unsung Hero’s of the
London Aquaria Society
Over the years there have been so many Members who
have given up their time to help run our club, never asking for
anything in return. This year, I hope to mention some of
those Members to tell them how much we appreciate what
they do for us.
Sarah Lee has also been with the London Aquaria Society for many years.
Every month she helps set up the
monthly jar show and records the winners. She listens to the
people who show their fish and accommodates any way she
can.
Sarah also helps to set up and is a runner at our yearly
Show & Auctions. On behalf of the London Aquaria Society, I
would like to thank you Sarah for your hard work and dedication.

Thanks Sarah
The Forest City Pond Club is a non profit organization, established on August 25, 1996. Our
main goal is to educate our Members with all issues of pond and fish care and do it yourself projects, to bring together people who share the
same interest and passions for ponds and fish and for their mutual
enjoyment of this wonderful hobby. Come and join us.
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Presidents Message
I hope you’re enjoying the snow!!!!
We had an interesting meeting last month with the round table discussions. There were a lot of different topics brought up and lots of information passed around. I trust we all had a chance to learn from this
meeting.
Stephen Gregson did a wonderful job on the Breeders Awards Program with the new special awards
for the different classes. Good work Stephen, the awards look great.
The guest speaker for February will be Frank Aquirre who has been in the hobby for many years. His
presentation will be announced at the meeting and will be both educational and entertaining.
The Shows and Auctions are just around the corner so now is a good time to get your fish room ready
for the new arrivals and to get your mind set as to who should be traded to make room for any new
additions.
The fish show for February will be in Gouramis, Paradise Fish, Bettas an Open Class and the Open Class
for Plants. We have also added the bowl beautiful to our Jar Show. For the Bowl
Beautiful, the only rule is that it has to be all natural and the fish have to match the size of the bowl. The bowl
has to have two flat sides (the regular goldfish bowl), this will be the first try
at this. A prize will be given out for the first place winner that the members
vote on at the meeting. The auction will be there as usual.

Be Nice to your Honey

Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit
organization, established in June 1956. Its
main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and also to provide
a means through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, gain information and display
their fish, sharing them in the public in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..……..$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society and 2 copies of the published bulletin or
magazine in which the article appears, is to be
mailed to:

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
(New Location Dundas &
Saskatoon, London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm

Sat: 10am-6pm
Sun: 10am-5pm

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3
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Some Ideas About Colour Breeding Bettas
cont’d from front page

The same is true of blue or green Bettas exhibiting red streaking. Recognize the clues and use these
fish, if necessary, keeping in mind to choose the most likely looking fish for subsequent spawning.
The question of course, for one to ask is where his goals might be. Is it with single or
enhanced colourings; such as solid red, green or blue or is it one that recognizes such as red-violet,
red with silvery sheen, green with red fins or blue with red fins? These have all been seen in Bettas in
isolated cases but no strains have been perpetuated. It would be to the Bettas credit if one day such
classes could be created in Betta Shows. A challenge? Yes. Let’s add greater sophistication in Betta
shows by a diversification of the basic classes in the shows. Might they include solid red, red-violet
(blue) red silver, (steel blue), solid green, green with red fins, solid blue with red fins. The mixed
classing would include as it does now, any and all of the varying degrees of mixing of these colours
that will happen. Some might say that these suggestions for classing will be to give status to particular
manifestations of mongrelisation but I content that these colourings have not been explored or
exploited and any diminishing of them as possibly valid classes and strains is a bit too limited.
To carry the point of this a bit farther, let’s consider the cambodian manifestation. If a basic
or “pure” kind of colouration could be projected as being cambodian it might be a very light salmon
or pale beige colouring or lack of it. Indeed, we are told that cambodian is albinistic to the degree
that it possesses little ability to produce melanin (black cells).
The most commonly seen cambodian is one with red fin colouring. A spawning of cambodian
will result in all cambodian Bettas. Strains of
cambodians can be perpetuated by spawning them
PET PARADISE
to each other. However, if cambodian is spawned
SUPERSTORE
to green, red or blue Bettas, the cambodian
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
colouring is not to be found among the fry. All
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
the fry will be the colour of the non-cambodian
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
parent. So, the fry will be phenotypic reds, greens
AND SMALL ANIMALS
or blues. The cambodian influence is known to be
 Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
present but is hidden.




Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcome!

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES WHEN YOU
PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
CARD.

Our Store Hours:
Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
Saturday…...9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Sunday…....11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

519-432-1600
1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

www.petparadiselondon.com
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Some Ideas About Colour Breeding Bettas
cont’d from page 4

Before we go any farther, please keep in mind that very few, if ay, Bettas are available that
they can be claimed to be the result of a cross between :”pure” reds, greens or blues with “pure”
cambodian. It is doubtful that strains of Bettas are available now that would be completely devoid of
surprises. Hopefully, this situation will be rectified by persistent Betta breeders.
Now, if these genotypically mixed cambodia coloured Bettas are bred to one another, some of
the fry will be cambodian-probably 25%. The rest will be the other colour used; red, green or blue.
Approximately the same thing will happen if a genotypic cambodia coloured fish is used with a
phenotypic cambodian. Spawnings of these cambodians will continue then and the fry will all be
cambodian.
Cambodians seen today on the market exhibit a seemingly endless variety of colouration and
this is true. The variety is endless. We are told that the Cambodian was named for its place of origin.
It was the first long finned Betta splendens to come on the scene as well as being of it’s unique
colouring. This was in 1927. The variability of the Cambodians colouring can be fascination for the
breeder.
The easiest goals to project, of course, are the Cambodian body colouring coupled with solid
red, green or blue fin colouring but Cambodian is subject to all of the variable colourings discussed
above.
The following might give an idea of this variability. Cambodians with red fins exhibit all
degrees of red or lack of it in the bodies. Cambodians with green or blue fins will exhibit varying
degrees of these colours over the body. Cambodians exhibiting extreme numbers of red cells over
the body have been entered in the red classes in Betta shows. These have been misclassed since they
are obviously little competition for the entries usually seen in the red class. However, Cambodians
exhibiting green or blue over the body are
not as deceptive. They are not usually misclassed. Nor should Cambodians be forced
to compete with reds, greens or blues.
An obvious Cambodian with red
cells on the body will not be helpful in the
quest for good red Bettas.
166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE PHONE (519) 756-6225
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
FAX (519) 756-5140

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
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Some Ideas About Colour Breeding Bettas
cont’d from page 5

It may help in the quest for an ideal Cambodian red but rest assured, it will take time and careful selection. From here on the same varieties as were mentioned for the other colours can be recognized.
Cambodian reds with blue or green streaks in the fins are exhibiting mixing of red and the iridescent colourings. Occasional individuals will be seen with exclusively blue or green fins with bodies
devoid of blue or green but these instances are extremely rare. The iridescent colouring is difficult to
limit to the finnage although some hints of this manifestation are now coming from the Orient. These
may help but it will take time.
Cambodians exhibiting a silvery or whitish shininess on the body and sometimes of the fins can
be assumed to be exhibiting the steel blue influence. However, so very often the finnage of Cambodians will give very obvious clues as to what is going on genetically in a very definite pattern. Fin
bases will be red, green or blue and fin tip areas one or more different colours than the fin base colours. An example might be Cambodian with red fin bases with the rest of the fins being blue. Some
occasional Cambodians will exhibit strikingly even colour divisions in the fins. These patterns have
spawned for but today, no true strains have been established.
Editor’s Note: The previous article is written by Walt Maurus, a noted Betta breeder and
wholesaler for over twelve years. Walt is editor of “Flare”, Publication of THE INTERNATIOAL
BETTA CONGRESS.
Reprinted courtesy of Tropic Tank Talk,
Detroit, Michigan

CYNOLEBIAS WHITEI
By: Alfred Castro, (Reprint from San Francisco Aquarium Society, Anchor)
Submitted by John Swick, London Aquaria
Society, November 28, 2013

Cynolebias whitei is an “annual”
killifish from South America. They come
to us from the State of Rio De Janeiro,
Brazil where they are found in pools of
standing water. The natural habitat being
drying swamps filled with dense growths
of high grass and reeds. Vegetation in the
water include: Bacopa, Echinodorus, Elodea, Heterantera and Nitilla. The natural
foods are gammarus, cyclops,
daphnia
and
mosquito larvae.
Leeches are usually found in the
same pools.
Gammarus
London Aquaria Society

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2

519-245-0721
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday:
10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.

www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info
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 Rasboras

 Loaches

 Rainbow Fish

 Plecos

We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger
selection of fish and corals. Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.
Sealife Central has moved to:
3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.

CYNOLEBIAS WHITEI
cont’d from page 6

Another habitat in which they were found is slightly brackish with no vegetation. Other types
of fish such as Callichthys callichthys and some live bearers have been found with them indicating that
these pools were formed by the overflow of permanent waters.
In nature the water temperature varies from 35 to 77 degrees Fl, depending on the season.
The pH ranges from 7.0 in the summer to 5.5 in the winter with the hardness from 1 to 7 DH.
The life cycle of the wild C. whitei is quite interesting. The
fry are hatched with the first rains. The females seem to mature
at a quicker rate so they are filled with eggs before the males
want to spawn. Sexual maturity is reached at winter’s end.
When both fish are ready they lay one egg at a time in the mud.
In the summer; the pool commences to dry up, it becomes
crowded, the food supply diminishes and the temperature may
rise to 100 degrees F.
London Aquaria Society
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CYNOLEBIAS WHITEI
cont’d from page 7

Due to one or more of these reasons the parents die. The eggs, protected by the mud go into a resting stage to await the rains of the winter to begin the cycle again.
The male is a thick bodied fish. He is copper-brown to dark maroon with a cream coloured
belly. The pectoral and ventral fins are clear with a brown edge. The almost triangular dorsal is redbrown with a scattering of white or blue streaks and dots. The anal fin is similarly shaped but larger.
It is brown with blue streaks at the base which extends to a broad orange strip with a black edge at
the lower end of the fin. The tail is rounded and of the same shade as the body. An iridescent bluegreen marginal band completes the picture. The female is light tan with darker vertical bars. There is
a dark brown spot at the midbody and another at the caudal fin base. The fins are mottled brown
and gray. There is an albino form of this fish available. It is of tank raised stock and has not been reported in the wild state.
Due to relatively large size, 3 1/2 inches for the males and slightly smaller females, a three gallon tank is recommended for breeding. The males are generally peaceful but this should not be
counted on as some have bad dispositions. The recommended temperature range from 68-73 degrees Fl; pH should be about 6.8 with a DH of 4 to 5.
This is a fish for beginners and experts alike. It is of the diver category. That is, it dives into
the spawning medium when breeding. 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches of peat moss in the bottom of the tank is
a good spawning medium. The male and female completely bury themselves in the peat to lay their
eggs. In most cases this would mean too much peat for the aquarist to hand with any ease. A tank
with a piece of glass cemented to form a compartment or a large drum bowl can cut down on the
amount of peat required.
A trio (two females and a male) will lay up to 100 eggs per week. The peat should be collected every two weeks and dried on newspaper to the texture of wet tobacco. Store the peat for 8
to 10 weeks in a place where the temperature does not exceed 75 degrees F. When the peat is replaced in water, the fry should soon appear. If not, re-dry the peat and try again later. The fry are
large enough, when born, to take newly hatched brine shrimp. They grow quickly and are mature in
6-8 weeks.
Wonderful Pets
This is one of the most beautiful of the killfishes but to really enjoy it, it should be shown
Excellent Products
with a dark background and dark bottom with
Superior
front lighting. It is not recommended for a comAquariums
munity aquaria. Under proper conditions this fish
has been kept for over 3 1/2 years. Why don’t
Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459,
you try it soon.
Local 519-273-7917 Fax 519-273-1249
Come visit us at 20 Corcoran Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 1V7
http://puppyseverything.ca/
Show your Membership Card to get
15% off Fish and
10% off Product.

London Aquaria Society
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SQUIGGLES
By: Ron Kobe (C.A.S.), Reprinted from the Filter, Rochester Aquarium Society, 1976
Submitted by John Swick, London Aquaria Society, November 2013

This is the name my little boy calls our Kuhli loaches (sometimes spelled coolie loaches).
Probably because they wiggle and squirm around the tank in a snake-like manner, getting into the
most awkward places to hide and even burying in the gravel and uprooting your most precious plants
that you’ve been trying to get growing for the past month. One way to stop them from burrowing is
to use gravel instead of fine sand but not too coarse as it will injure the fish’s nose and mouth, resulting in injuries that soon become covered with fungus and will cause death if not caught very early.
Are these things really fish? That is the usual question of any curious visitor when he sees some
Kuhli loaches in your tank. This question is not as stupid as you think because the non-aquarist has to
use a bit of imagination to call these striped, worm-like animals, fish. If you’re lucky, he might call
these snake-like Kuhli’s, eels.
These loaches come under the family name of fish called acanthaphtalmus which can be divided down into at least three subspecies, plus maybe a couple more different loaches in the same
species family.
These fellows are very hard to classify as they all look very much alike and they are all called
Kuhli Loaches, even though some of them are not Kuhli’s. Maybe I can, or will try to, enlighten your
knowledge, as well as my own, on these guys.
ACANTHAPHTHALMUS KULI
This is the original Kuhli loach and he comes from such places as Malaya, Burma, Borneo and
Singapore. He likes to hide from the bright light and he will become active at night, looking for any
left-over food. He also enjoys some live food from time to time. A peaceful little fish, he enjoys a
muddy bottom in which he likes to burrow. They should get to about three and one half inches long
when full grown, probably in nature at about three inches. Water conditions should be clear and
clean and about 76-82 degrees Fahrenheit. The main body colour is sort of a dirty yellow with wide
dark brown stripes starting about 3/4 way down the side and running up over the back and down
the other side. Bellies are yellow and when the females are ripe and ready for spawning, their bellies
turn green. The fins are all clear.

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...
4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4

Phone: 519-782-4052
Fax: 519-782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast

London Aquaria Society
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SQUIGGLES
cont’d from page 9

ACANTHAPHTHALMUS MYERSI
The common name is “slimy Myersi” and they only come from Thailand,
mainly the southeast portion of the country. They seldom reach three inches in
length, generally around two and onehalf inches and they are a lot skinnier
than the original Kuhlis. They get their
name from their body because they have
very slimy skin that the other loaches in
this family don’t have. They will eat anything that falls to the bottom that does
not require teeth to chew. The water
should be soft and acid with temperatures in the low eighties. They are a
schooling fish which like to have lots of
their own kind around and there should
be lots of places for them to hide in. If
there aren’t any hiding places from the
bright light they will all wiggle and
squirm together to form a big ball of
squirming fish in one corner or behind or
underneath your corner filter. They are
very sensitive to light in the daytime and
even shadows at night. The slightest
shadow at night will send them darting
back into some hiding place.
These loaches are very dark brown, almost black and they have a yellow belly with a number
of thin yellow stripes running vertically up their sides, just about to the top of their long bodies. The
pectoral fins are clear while the dorsal fin and the front half of the tail fin is black and the back half is
clear.
acanthaphthalmus semicinctus

London Aquaria Society

Acanthaphthalmus myersi
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar For 2013
October

27 - Kitchener Waterloo Aquarium Society Oktoberfish, Kitchener, Ontario.
Please note room location has been changed to the basement this year.

November

2 - Tropical Fish Club of Erie County - Auction only
3 - Peel Region Aquarium Society Auction.
9 - Chatham-Kent Aquarium Society presents a Dinner and Guest Speaker - Ted Judy, Chatham Ontario.
10 - St. Catharines & Area Aquarium Society - Fall Auction
16 - Hamilton & District Aquarium Society presents a Dinner & Guest Speaker - Mark Denaro,
Waterdown, Ontario.
17 - 11:00 a.m. - CAOAC Executive Meeting, Waterdown, Ontario.
17 - 12:00 a.m. - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown, Ontario.

December

8 - 11:00 a.m. CAOAC Executive Meeting, Waterdown, Ontario
8 - 12:00 a.m. CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown, Ontario

2014
March

22 - Hamilton & District Aquarium Society Show and Auction, Waterdown ON
29 - Brant Aquarium Society, Annual Spring Show & Auction

April

6 - Durham & Region Aquarium Society, Aquariana Show & Auction
12 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction

May

4 - London Aquaria Society, Spring Auction, Dorchester, Ontario -

SQUIGGLES
cont’d from page 10

ACANTHAPHTHALMUS SEMICINCTUS
This species resembles the Kuhli very closely and that is why it is very often confused with the
Kuhli. They come from the Sunda Islands and they will grow to over 3 inches in length and like all
loaches they had from the bright like, coming out only at night to eat. They are the best scavengers
you can buy. They also like a fairly warm tank with the temperatures being in the 80* range. One of
the most effective treatments for mouth fungus, which can cause death if not caught early, is Sulfa
drugs, using 1 teaspoon to every 5 gallons of water every day until it has disappeared. Sulfa drugs
will not dis-colour the water.
These fish have much the same colouration as the original Kuhli. The body is yellow in colour
but the difference is with the brown bands. Kuhli bands are spaced regularly down their body length
and go about 3/4 of the way down the sides. These fish have irregular brown bands, some side by
side, separated only by a narrow yellow band and some far apart and separated by wide yellow
bands. Occasionally, some brown bands come together at the bottom to form a continually running
stripe down the side and then coming back up again with a small yellow spot or stripe between
them.

London Aquaria Society
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BEST IN SHOW
Name

Month

Fish Name

Gift Certificate Spon-

Bob Steele

November Gold Nugget/L018 Pleco (Baryancistrus xanthellus (open)

Tropical Fish Room

Bob Steele

November Kribensis (Pelyicachromis pulcher) (pairs)

Tropical Fish Room

Nancy Egelton

January

Name

Month

Ivy Red Delta Guppy - male (Poecilia reticulate)

Southwestern Pet Centre

Adult Fish Competition

Ribbon

Bob Steele

November Cichlids Black Calvus Cichlid (Altolamprogus calvus)

Red

Bob Steele

November Cichlids Dwarf Flag Cichlid (Laetacara currieps

Blue

Bob Steele

November Cichlids Angelfish (Pterophyllum scalare)

Bob Steele

November Open Gold Nugget/L018 Pleco (Baryancistrus xanthellus

Bob Steele

November Open Redtail Blue Botia (Yasuhikotakia modesta)

Bob Steele

November Open Bumble Bee Catfish (Microglanis iheringi

Bob Steele

November Pairs (egglayers) Kribensis (Pelyicachromis pulcher)

White
Red
Blue
White
Red

Annette & Ron Bishop November Pairs (egglayers) Spotted Dwarf Danio (Danio nigrofasciatus)

Blue

Annette & Ron Bishop November Pairs (livebearers) Butterfly Goodeid (Ameca splendens)

Red

Annette & Ron Bishop November Pairs (livebearers) Tequila Goodeid (Zoogoneticus tequila)

Blue

Nancy Egelton

January

Guppies Blue/Green Moscow Delta Guppy - male (Poecilia reticulate)

Blue

Nancy Egelton

January

Guppies American Blue Delta Guppy - male )Poecilia reticulate)

Lloyd Swance

January

Open Pearl Gourami (Trichopodus leerii)

White
Red

SQUIGGLES
cont’d from page 11

These brown bands only run half-way down the fishes sides and the rest of the sides are yellow. The lower
yellow sides turn into a pale bluish-pink belly. Their fins are also clear.
There are the three main species of loaches that are commonly called and sold as Kuhli’s but there
Adult
Plant Competition
are a few more species which have not been
identified
yet. There is a Acanthophthalmus javanicus, the interesting fish as it is a silvery-red colour with the only marking being a black bar at the caudal base. This is
suppose to be the easiest of this family to spawn as they will spawn in a community tank. When the fry are
noticed, all the other fish should be taken out so they won’t mistake these babies for small worms.
There is also a species called Acanthophthalmus shelfordi which can be called the spotted loach or
the mottled loach because the main colour is a very dark brown with pinkish white irregular spots on its
side and a pinkish white belly.
I have other species at home which I bought as black loaches which most likely fall into this family.
Some of these fish are different from each other, as some are a dark
brown fish while others are a light brown, some have yellow spots all
over the body, while some have only a few spots. I also have one
which I bought as a purple loach, the body is a medium brown halfway down the sides with the rest of the sides and belly being a pinky
purple. Taking this all into consideration, I find that the size and shape
of the head and position of the barbells almost surely verifies that all
these fish belong to the family Acanthophtalmus and colouration does
not seem to be an important factor to these fish.
Second part of this article was in January. Sorry for the confusion. ;0
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Month

Plant Aquatic
Category Animals

September

open

October

open

November open

Fish Categories

open fish Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )
open
open

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras,
White Clouds….)
Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

Class

non-fish
Family
Pairs

December

none

none

None - Due to Christmas Pot Luck

January

open

open fish

Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

-

February

open

open fish

Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

-

March

open

open fish

Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

open fish

Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

None due to Awards Night

Non-fish
Family
Pairs
-

C.A.O.A.C. General Meeting
January, 2014
Phil from St. Catharines picked up the CAOAC programs from Richard and
Claudia. Ron will take them home and give them to Ken the next time he sees
him. Ken will then go through the programs and decide which ones are going
to be kept and which ones are of no use to CAOAC anymore.
Brian Glazier has been appointed as the interim Judges Chair. He will be holding a judges meeting at
his home in Burlington on either Saturday, February 22 or Sunday, February 23, 2014. He will be
contacting as many of the judges as possible to attend this meeting and will try to get the western
judges to Skype in.
Ann has a free accounting guideline book. She will be posting a link on the CAOAC website for anyone who is interested in reviewing best accounting practices for their club.
Durham Convention- CAOAC has decided to host and sponsor the hospitality suite on the Friday and
Saturday of the convention (minus any alcohol). There will be pop, water and snacks. CAOAC will
use their discretion for these purchases and will have someone available to look after the room.
Albert is looking for an updated CAOAC representative list for all of the clubs. He will be including
this information request on next years Membership Application.
Ed Koerner sent an email regarding two topics. The first is regarding CARES fish swapping/sharing.
This request has been forwarded on to Klaus. The second is regarding reaching out to clubs in Quebec to see if they are interested in joining CAOAC. This email has been forwarded because they have
contacts in Quebec.
London Aquaria Society
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GIVE YOUR FISH WHAT THEY DESERVE!
Spoil your fish with quality fish food and aquarium supplies from AngelFins.
Visit us at angelfins.ca or call/e-mail us to schedule a pickup in Guelph.
AngelFins
660 Speedvale Avenue West, Suite 305, Guelph
Quality Aquarium Supplies

Phone: 519-546-6911

Email: info@angelfins.ca

C.A.O.A.C. General Meeting
January, 2014 (cont’d)
Ron brought up an idea he thought might encourage more people to participate in showing fish. He had previously discussed it with the Awards Chair and
Show Chair. Both agreed that it wouldn’t be much more work and are willing to try it out. As it
stands, there is an award at the end of the year for Bettas.
Ron has suggested that we should also have awards for Cichlids, Livebearers, Catfish and Plants. If
these go well, we may be able to expand this idea.

Committee Reports
AHP - Anne-Marie deadlines will be at the February meeting.
Awards - Peter December was the deadline for Authors. The newsletter deadline is Jan 30 and these
need to be forwarded to Ray Lucas but let Peter know they have been sent. All other award deadlines are in February.
Breeders - Lisa has two things to submit, one from Hamilton and one from Durham. Charlie Drew
has a first in.
Binder - Anne’s page references for the binder have been deleted because they are no longer valid.
FAAS - Ken speaker data base is to be updated, no meeting but the website is up.
Fish Rescue - Tom said that there has been little activity but a large clown knife is being relocated to
the Toronto zoo.
Futures - Tony was not present.
Judges - Brian has requested emails from the Judges. There will be a meeting either the 22 or 23 of
February at Brian’s home. They will be looking at information for the Apprentice Judges. Ann will
email the Judges binder to Brian if needed. Western Judges will hopefully be able to Skype in to the
meeting.
London Aquaria Society
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C.A.O.A.C. General Meeting,
January 2014 (cont’d)
Membership - Albert reports that 23 clubs are members, 19 have insurance and 4 don’t. There are a total of 29 votes between the clubs. Two
clubs (Erie county and Ottawa) did not renew. Tom will contact Ottawa
to look into it.
Newsletter - Lorraine not present.
Open Show - Barb reports that the Saskatoon Show was not sanctioned (no paperwork, no payment, no communication). Show results from last year have been received and will be totalled. The
additional awards that Ron suggested were discussed (see general meeting).
Programs - Ron has the programs in his possession. Will pass them on to Ken ASAP. Ken will sort
and clean up the list, then send it to Ann and John.
Steering - Barry will email out nomination forms prior to the Convention.
Ways & Means - Annette said that the 50/50 draw this month was a prize of $24.00. Albert won it
but donated it back. It was suggested that we may possibly have either an auction or a raffle of some
sort with donated fish or related items. We will see if anything is brought in next month.
Webmaster - John was not present but Ann did an update in December. If she sees that updates
need to be done, she will continue to do so and just inform John.
CAOAC has a FACEBOOK page. People are encouraged to post on it.
Betta Breeders - Not much to report. Members have been having lots of luck breeding wild Bettas.
Brant - Larry Johnson did a presentation on his last trip to Africa. He usually talks about the fish but
this time talked about Stuart Grants farm, the culture and the people.
In February there will be someone in from the Ministry to discuss native fish. Our March Meeting
coincides with the March break and they will be trying to encourage kids to attend. They will be discussing basic fish keeping. Their spring Show and Auction will be held on Saturday March 29th at TB
Constain (regular meeting place). Volunteers appreciated.

Club Reports
Calgary - 61 members show and speaker weekend is Mar 15. They had a talk about Florida fish
farms. February meeting is Show preparation.
Chatham-Kent- Had no General Meeting so there was nothing to report.
Durham - 76 members. Their annual dinner is Saturday February 22th. 24 people have signed up.
(please see the flyer for times, cost and location). They are in discussions with Ripley’s aquarium to
see about getting a tour booked for the Friday of the convention. February meeting David Frazier.
March meeting will be Matt Coleman. April 6th is Aquariama. (buck a bag auction)
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C.A.O.A.C. General Meeting
January 2014 (cont’d)
Hamilton - Speaker was Larry Johnson. (see Brant) They have a new
President. Carla has stepped down. Welcome to Karen Rogers, the new
President. Their Show and Auction will be held on
Saturday March 22nd. There are 31 classes. Volunteers welcomed.
Kitchener - No one present.
London - Our December meeting was a potluck dinner. We had good attendance and great food.
We had prizes enough to go around and any leftover prizes were donated to our auction. We had a
demonstration of our new Bowl Beautiful, which will be included in our monthly Jar Show. We will
have it twice a year, starting in February with a “natural”, true Bowl Beautiful. We are still in discussions to see when we want to do our “novelty” Bowl Beautiful. Everyone had a chance to see 4
bowls being done in front of them so they could see how quickly and easily it can be done. They will
now be confident enough to do their own. I look forward to seeing them.
Our January meeting had good attendance. We did not have a speaker booked so we did a round
table discussion. We heard about mysteriously leaky tanks and tried to figure out the cause. (too
much air) We heard about newer, better baby savers than the floating nets.
We had discussions about the trials of breeding and raising Rams and Discus. We also had a discussion
about why some plants do better in certain tanks with certain lights. Anyone who had an issue found
someone to talk to and get some helpful ideas. We had a good sized auction and a small jar show.
Our Newsletter Editor, Lorraine Gregson, came up with a new item for our monthly newsletter. It is
called The Unsung Heroes of the London Aquaria Society. Our first member to receive this honour
was our Membership Chair, Nancy Drummond. Congratulations Nancy, well deserved. I look forward to seeing a lot of our club members in this article in the future.
Our BAP/HAP Chair, Stephen Gregson, along with our Member at Large, Nancy Egelton, have been
working on the “Specialist” Awards, specific to our club. The first of these “Specialist” awards were
given out at the January meeting. I know Stephen will have many more to give out in the future. I
am hoping Lorraine will be kind enough to print the names of the recipients in our February newsletter. Maybe Stephen could write something about how our members can receive these awards. Congratulations to all of the recipients of these “club exclusive” awards.
Thanks to all of the Executive who work so hard and all of the members who make our club so
great!
Ottawa - Did not renew.
Peele - No one present.
Sarnia - Auction is April 12th. Volunteers welcomed.
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C.A.O.A.C. General Meeting
January 2014 (cont’d)
St Catherine’s - January meeting was a small group due to inclement weather. On
February 3rd they will be viewing a CAOAC program on planted aquariums.
Toronto - No one present. Jarrett and his wife have had their baby. They are in contact with
Albert via emails with Albert. They have accepted the assistance offered by CAOAC and some of the
Executive.
Tropical Fish Club of Erie - Did not renew.
Windsor - No one present. Do not know if they were accepted into CAOAC as per Albert. Ron had
contacted them to let them know but the message must not have been received. Albert will continue to
email them.
Robert P. "Bob" Cashin, age 71, of Erie, passed away on Monday, January 6, 2014
at UPMC Hamot.
A true Livebearer Lover, Robert (Bob) Cashin, member of the Erie Aquarium Society for over 35 years, was not only a local hobbyist but he was known
world wide.
After retiring from Lord’s as an Engineer, he spent his time playing with the
Robert P. Cashin 1942-2014 fishes and in Mexico with British Hobbyist Ivan Dibble. These two guys were inseparable on Project Ark. Bob also spent several months in the UK touring and speaking to British Hobbyists.
Bob was given the title of Fellow of the ALA, American Livebearer Association for all the years of service and
dedication to the hobby.
Besides traveling to the shows in the US, he also spent time in Canada speaking at several of the large
Clubs in Calgary, Winnipeg and Flin Flon Manitoba. Bob was the Club’s representative for the Canadian Association of Aquarium Clubs, where he was given honorary citizenship in Canada. Bob partnered in crime, in Canada,
with Mom Reimer, lots of laughs together.
I first met Bob at a Fish Show in Erie Pa, in the mid 70’s and we had been friends ever since. He also
teamed up with Paul Species, two great guys. Bob also had another hobbyist buddy in Morise Phillips, who
passed away several years ago. Bob Morise and company would spend time going to fish shows in Pittsburgh,
Akron Ohio, Hamburg, NY, Olean NY and Michigan. He loved going to the shows in Michigan and would always stop at the Belle Isle Aquarium in Detroit. Many Shows and Auctions, Bob would always have a smile and
nice words for hobbyists. He loved traveling and visiting different Pet Shops.
Besides Bob’s love for Fishes, was his love for food. He was a great lover of good food, along with having a good glass of wine. He enjoyed touring the wineries but Most of All, Bob was a friend to ALL!
Editor’s Note: Stephen and I were lucky enough to have met Bob in the early nineties and everything that was
said about him today, was true.
London Aquaria Society
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Blackwinged hatchetfish,

Freshwater Hatchetfish

Carnegiella marthae

Scientific classification

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freshwater_hatchetfish

Kingdom:

Animalia

Phylum:

Chordata

Class:

Actinopterygii

Order:

Characiformes

Superfamily:
Family:

Characoidea
Gasteropelecidae

This article is about the freshwater hatchetfishes of the
Amazon. For the marine fishes of the family Sternoptychidae, see
marine hatchetfish.

The freshwater hatchetfishes are a family, Gasteropelecidae, of ray-finned fish. The common hatchetfish is the most
popular member among fish keeping hobbyists. The family includes three genera: Carnegiella (4 species), Gasteropelecus (3 species), and Thoracocharax (2 species).
Distribution and Habitat:

Freshwater hatchetfishes originate from Panama and South America

(though they are absent from Chile). They tend to be an upper-level fish, often swimming directly
below the surface of the water.
Flight: The most obvious trait of the freshwater hatchetfish is their enormously enlarged sternal region. This is accompanied by large pectoral fins and "extraordinarily powerful" associated muscles
which "account for up to 1/4 the total body weight". "Quick beats of
the pectoral fins" allow hatchetfish to "lift themselves half out of the
water and glide along the surface ... Some species can even leave the
water for short stretches"[1] Because of this ability to fly and tendency
to jump, aquariums used to house hatchet fish should have a cover
which is tightly sealed to prevent these fish from escaping.

London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show
(September 2013 to June 2014)
Objectives:
- to allow club members to learn more about a variety of fish and plants through first-hand viewing and
conversation with other club members
- to give recognition to club members for keeping healthy fish and plants
Point System:
- entries will be judged (preferably by a certified CAOAC judge if possible) and awarded points and ribbons as
follows: first
= 10 points, red ribbon
second
= 7 points, blue ribbon
third
= 4 points, white ribbon
each entry = 1 point (no ribbon is awarded)
Show Rules:
1. Anonymity:
- names of entrants will not be disclosed until after judging is completed
2. Age classes, who can enter:
London Aquaria Society
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London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show
(September 2013 to June 2014)
cont’d from page 18

- all members aged 17 or over as of September 1st must compete as seniors, juniors may
compete as seniors
- all fish and plants must be entered in the jar show by their LAS owners only
- there will be two classes: senior and junior
- junior members only, do not have to be present to enter fish or plants in the jar show
- all fish and plants must be owned by the participant for 30 days prior to being entered
3. Show Categories:
- the open plant category is always open to all types of true aquatic plants
- open fish category means any type of fish can be entered (non-fish animals cannot be entered in this category).
- other categories are: families, or pairs, or are of a certain type of fish, or non-fish animals for those months only.

- family fish category means both parents and 6 to10 fry (fry no more than 4 months old) are judged as a group and
are compared to other families, families may only be entered in October and April.

- within the family category, egg layers will be judged separately from live bearers
Month

Plant
Category

September

open

open fish Loaches, Suckers and Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis Plecos….)

October

open

open fish Cyprinids e.g. (Goldfish, Koi, Barbs, Danios, Sharks, Rasboras, White Cloud)

November

open

open fish Cichlids - substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Kribs, Rams
- mouthbrooding (e.g. Guentheri, Aulonocara…)

December

none

January

open

open fish Guppies (e.g. Fancy, Trinidadian)

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish….)

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies and Swordtails

April

open

open fish Characoids (e.g. Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars….)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

none

Non-fish

Pairs

None (due to Christmas Party)

None (due to Awards night)

Family

Bowl Beautiful
Novelty

Bowl
Family
Pairs
-

- pairs fish category means a male and a female of one species are judged as a group and compared to other pairs, pairs
may only be entered in November and in May, the pair may be shown together in 1 jar or in 2 separate jars if one fish
may injure the other.
- non-fish category means any fully aquatic animal (other than a fish) can be entered in September and March only, one
animal per jar.
- my favorite fish category will be judged for first place by all the attending club members (using private ballots), then a
tally will be done to determine the people’s top three choices, any number of fish can be entered by each member but
animals such as crayfish, frogs, turtles, snails, salamanders, etc. cannot be entered as my favorite fish.
- bowl beautiful and novelty bowl category will be judged in the same way as for my favorite fish category (see above),
both bowl type entries must use a round goldfish bowl which has 2 flat sides and is of 2, 4 or 6 liters (~ 1/2, 1 and 11/2
gallons) volume.
- bowl beautiful entries must have all natural contents such as plants, substrate, rocks and wood. (e.g., no plastic plants,
painted gravel, ceramic castles), one or more fish must be present, all fish and items in the bowl must be of the same
size scale so it looks like a natural underwater scene (only it is in miniature)
London Aquaria Society
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London Aquaria Society Monthly Jar Show
(September 2013 to June 2014)
cont’d from page 19

- novelty bowl entries can have any contents (natural and/or man-made) providing they are safe to put with
aquatic animals, any aquatic animal may be used in the bowl, all animals and items in the bowl do not have to
be of the same size scale
Number of Fish:
- an individual fish can only be entered for the jar show competition once per year
- only one fish is allowed in one jar in any category (except for the family category in October and April, and
except for the pairs category in November and in May)
- if more than one fish is found in a jar then:
1) the fish must be separated so that only one fish is found in each jar to be entered
or 2) the jar with multiple fish will not be judged
5.Animal Criteria:
- animals are judged according to size, colour, fins, disposition, condition and overall appearance
- animals showing signs of disease may be disqualified.
6. Containers:
- fish and plants should be displayed in: small aquaria, square gallon jars or flat-sided drum fish bowls
- round jars or round fish bowls should not be used because the round glass distorts the shape of the fish or
plant
- no gravel, plants or backgrounds are permitted in fish display tanks
7. Plants Criteria:
- the plants category is always “open” which means any type of true aquatic plant can be entered
- a true aquatic plant is one which, in the wild or native state, can be found as:
a) free floating,
b) rooted with leaves floating at the surface of the water or projecting into the air,
c) completely submerged as a normal occurrence at some time during the course of one calendar year
- non-aquatic plants (such as Lucky bamboo [Dracaena sanderiana], Aluminum plant [Pilea cadierei] and
Crimson Ivy [Hemigraphis colorata]) will not be judged
- a plant may be shown in a pot or shown with exposed roots that are weighted down for judging purposes
- if separated, more than one plant entry may be kept in one tank
- see rule number 6 for appropriately shaped containers
8. Entry Fee:
- a fee of 25 cents per entry is required to help cover the cost of the ribbons
- one family entry or one pair entry costs 25 cents regardless of how many jars are used to show each entry
9. Registration times and results:
- entries should be registered with the Jar Show Chairman (Sarah Lee)
by 7:30 pm or the start of the program
on the night of the monthly meeting
- results of the jar show will be announced before the end of every
monthly meeting
- at the June meeting: annual awards will be presented to the top three
members who accumulate the highest number of points in the fish competition, separate awards will be presented to the top three members
with the highest number of points in the plant competition.
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND
WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members

(except sale items)
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