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Nancy Egelton will speak on
the Top Guppy Breeders in our area
with slides on Gary
Mousseau and Stan
Shubels fish rooms.
Dr. Tom Bailey

The Native Betta HabitatSeparating Fact from Fiction
My Sad Introduction
to the Betta Myth
cont’d from January
Habitat and the “Puddle Myth”
Indeed, bettas are territorial, and contrary to common belief, territories are estimated by
some to be approximately 1 square
meter (or 3ft sq). These territories
are the thickly vegetated, slow
moving streams, marshes, large
vegetated drainage ditches (klongs)
and rice paddies of Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam, specifically the
Mekong and Chao Phraya River
drainage basins. These ecosystems
are shallow, though deeper than
many aquaria, and extensive, providing ample space for establishment of such territories as well as a
wide area for hunting insect larvae
and finding mates. Naturally, all of
these activities would be nearly
impossible in a tiny puddle, so why
is the most common betta myth,
being that these fish live in
‘hoofprints’, so prevalent?
The answer to this seems to
arise from the bettas remarkable
adaptation to the changing seasons
in these areas. In the dry season,
the shallow streams and marshes

inhabited by these fish can dry considerably due to evaporation,
which can leave these fish trapped
in small vegetated water pockets,
which is the likely source of the
‘puddle’ myth. Though rather than
continuing to live happily in this
situation, bettas merely endure
these predicaments and opt to escape whenever possible. Indeed,
being trapped in a puddle prevents
them from finding adequate food
and mates, and unless they can escape, these fish are doomed to either starvation or death from toxin
buildup, and at best, an inability to
find a mate and reproduce.
To survive a temporary
period of entrapment, and to assists them in obtaining oxygen
from larger water bodies which
may be low in dissolved oxygen
due to slow movement or stagnation, bettas possess a hardy nature
and the labyrinth organ. The labyrinth is a highly vascularised modified gill structure which enables
these fish to supplement oxygen
from the surface. The additional
myth that this feature removes the
need for a filter is also erroneous
here, as bettas, like all
other fish require filters
not only to remove waste
but to increase oxygenation of the water, as the
labyrinth is a supplemental
oxygen source only, and
bettas must obtain the
bulk of their oxygen from
the water in which they
live.

To escape to a larger body
of water, bettas make use of their
excellent jumping abilities, where
they jump from puddle to puddle
until they are able to reach a larger body of water, which is usually not far away, and they can
even survive out of water for a
limited time providing they and
the labyrinth do not dry out. Indeed, many owners will attest to
this jumping and amazing survival
abilities. This includes myself,
where I have personally returned
home to find one of my bettas
having escaped his tank via a
small hole in the lid, and laying
almost dry on the floor. Upon
returning him to the tank, he
went on to make a full recovery.
Many others have had similar experiences, and it is no wonder
that despite being kept in the
worst conditions, these fish continue to survive where most fish
would perish.
cont’d on page 4
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President’s Message
February is here and the plans for our projects for the spring
and summer should be underway. Steve and Sharon are moving
back into their home and the fish room is under construction. The
shows and auctions will soon be here starting in March so now is
the time to get our tanks ready for the new additions.
For February we are planning a presentation from Nancy
Egelton about a guided tour of two of the top guppy breeders in this area. Gary Mousseau and Stan
Shubel have produced a program highlighting their fish rooms. These gentleman have bred some of
the top guppies in our hobby and are master breeders of the IFGA.
The Durham Aquarium Society is having their Dinner and talk at the Toronto Zoo and Dr. Ron
Coleman is talking about the Underwater Treasures of Costa Rica. We have been to other events that
Durham has put on and it is well worth the price of a $25.00 ticket which will also entitle you to be
fed.
The fish show for February will be in Gouramis, Bettas and Paradise fish, along with the Open
Class for fish and Plants. The auction will be there as usual.

Have a great February 14th and be nice to your honey.
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society
The London Aquaria Society is a nonprofit organization, established in June 1956. Its
main objective is to promote interest in breeding and raising tropical fish and also to provide
a means through which hobbyists may exchange
ideas, gain information and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London Area.
Advertising Rates
Business Card……………….……$25.00
1/4 page…………………….…….$40.00
1/2 page…………….…………….$75.00
Full Page…………………..….....$125.00
Rates apply for a year coverage totaling
10 issues of our Newsletter. Articles in this publication may be reprinted provided full credit is
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Society
and 2 copies of the published bulletin or magazine in which the article appears, is to be mailed
to:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, Ontario N5W 1A3

London Aquaria Society

Please Support
Southwestern Pet Centre
1641 Dundas Street
London, Ontario
They support us!!!
519-451-7279
Mon-Wed: 10am-8pm Sat: 10am-6pm
Thurs 7 Fri: 10am-9pm Sun: 10am-5pm
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The Native Betta Habitat-Separating Fact from Fiction
My Sad Introduction to the Betta Myth
cont’d from front page

Another natural assistance to bettas when trapped in
natural vegetated water pockets is that the water in these is
regularly refreshed either by regular tropical rains (light rains still
are frequent in the dry season), or by dilution as these pockets
are generally part of a larger body, and thus waste is kept to a
minimum. Additionally, waste (in form of nitrates) is also
constantly being absorbed by the surrounding vegetation, also
reducing toxicity to the fish. Such refreshment is not available in tiny jars, where water will rapidly become
toxic, and fish are slowly poisoned from the accumulation of their own waste and lack of dissolved oxygen.
Additionally, tropical forests are almost constantly warm and humid, and ground/vegetation/water absorption
of this heat also keeps bettas warm and in a relatively stable temperature. This is something small containers
cannot provide, as tiny volumes can suffer dramatic temperature fluctuations and cannot accommodate heaters
to maintain a constant tropical temperature, providing another source of stress.
Sadly, it is obvious that fish stuck in puddles are easier to find than fish swimming freely in rivers, and
are therefore more commonly seen by passing humans – much the same way as whales are easier to find on
the beach than in the ocean by your average beachcomber. Likewise, because we find a whale on the beach we
cannot conclude it likes to live there, and the same can be said for bettas stuck in seasonal puddles.
The Bettas Dislike Large Tank Myth: Many have also claimed that bettas will ‘freak out’ and/or hide in larger
tanks and require smaller volumes. Another misinformed fact bent from truth. Indeed, while bettas are able to
survive in smaller areas, they do not prefer them, as
they are inquisitive, active and intelligent fish who
PET PARADISE
like to patrol and explore their territory. Without this
SUPERSTORE
environmental enrichment many will become
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995
lethargic and deteriorate. However, hailing from
thick vegetation, bettas also can become nervous in
LONDON’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
open water, and while they prefer a large space, they
PUPPIES, KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH,
require it to be filled with plants and cover in which
AND SMALL ANIMALS
they can hide if they feel threatened. A lone betta in
a 20g open dealers tank housed with a hundred  Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
tetras can obviously show signs of stress and will  Knowledgeable Friendly Staff
hide, though the same fish in the same volume in a
 Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
planted tank with few other fish will be actively out
and swimming confidently. Given space to exercise  Pets Always Welcome!
and cover to explore, they will feel secure enough to RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND SUPPLIES
display their true colours – in terms of both their WHEN YOU PRESENT YOUR AQUARIA
appearance and lively persona.
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD.
Given this understanding of the bettas natural Our Store Hours:
habitat, we can now see how these myths arose and Mon-Fri……9:30 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.
are now perpetuated by the aquarium industry. Saturday…..9:30 a.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Certainly, it seems a perfect sell – a colourful exotic Sunday…..11:00 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.
fish you can keep on your desk which can take up no
519-432-1600
more space than a coffee mug. Indeed, it needs such
1080 Adelaide St. North
a tiny space as this is its preferred environment!
London, Ontario
www.petparadiselondon.com

London Aquaria Society
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The Native Betta Habitat-Separating Fact from Fiction
My Sad Introduction to the Betta Myth
cont’d from page 4

While this angle may sell thousands of novelty containers, it is
capitalizing on the basic survival mechanisms possessed by these fish
and exploiting them far beyond what is humane treatment.
The only way to end this treatment of domestic bettas is
through educating others, particularly pet store staff, next time you
see the the bettas suffering in cups in stores. As the customer, you
have a right to politely voice your concerns and point out inappropriate care to staff. If they espouse the
common betta myths to you, you can confidently debunk them with this information, which I have gathered
from experienced betta keepers and wild fish collectors, who have seen and catalogued natural habitats
properly. Feel free also to post short points on these myths on online product reviews of betta tanks, such as
‘photo frames’, desk lamps, and other novelty containers which, though cute, have no right housing any
animal. With enough education, less people will purchase these tiny containers and hopefully, one day,
aquariums marketed to bettas will be filtered, heated, 3-5gal (12-20L) tanks with silk or real plants which will
keep any betta safe and happy for their full lifespan.

Freshwater Biome Plants
www.buzzle.com/articles/freshwater-biome-plants.html
By Saptakee SenguptaLast Updated: 9/20/2011
Freshwater biome plants are vegetation found in abundance in the freshwater bodies. They play a vital
role in maintaining the ecological balance.
Read on to know the details.
The planet earth is formed by huge
water bodies and landscapes. The geographical
topology of the earth supports life, making it
conducive for survival of both plants and
animals. A considerable portion of the earth is
occupied by the biomes, defined as a large
geographical area consisting of different species 166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
of plants and animals, adapted to the
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
environment of that division.
Freshwater bodies have a saline content
that is below 1%. Freshwater biome plants
cover one fifth of the earth's surface. The
habitation is acclimatized to the prevailing
climatic conditions and temperature. The
characteristics of the freshwater biomes of the
world will be elaborated in the next segment.

London Aquaria Society

PHONE (519) 756-6225
FAX (519) 756-5140

www.thetropicalfishroom.ca

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies!
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Freshwater Biome Plants
cont’d from page 5

Types of Freshwater Biome Plants
The characteristics that affect freshwater biome animals and plants include depth, rate of flow,
temperature and quality of water. Exposure to sunlight is one of the essentials factor that supports
their life. Freshwater bodies include ponds, rivers, streams, lakes, canals, ditches, brooks, etc. The
habitat will be classified according to the types of water bodies.
Streams and Rivers
Communities of biomes found in rivers and streams usually dwell along the edge of the water
body. The species found along streams and rivers are water stargrass, tape grass, coontails, etc. Such
water bodies also support the growth of trees. Few such type of trees are willows, river birch, cottonwoods, box elder, etc. These trees grow in shallow water and where the flow of water is slow.
Wetland Water Bodies
Wetlands like ditches, swamps, marshes, bogs and fens have saturated water throughout the
year. They are typically stagnant water bodies supporting growth of a variety of plant biomes. The
commonly found plants are cattails, duckweed, sedges, etc. The trees growing in wetland areas are
gum, cypress, black spurce, tamarack, etc.
Lakes and Ponds
Ponds and lakes can be either natural or man-made. The plant biomes present in such water
bodies are less diverse as such water bodies are not a permanent habitat for them. The depth of
ponds and lakes vary and accordingly the species. The community of plant biomes growing
in lakes and ponds are usually grasses and
weeds. The underwater plants are muskgrass,
narrow-leaf weed while the floating plants like
cattails and lily pads are also found in shallow
ponds and lakes.
Freshwater Biome Plant Adaptations
Freshwater biome plants are adapted to
environmental constraints of that location.
The littoral zone is the topmost layer of the
crust and forms the shore of the water bodies.
Different species of algae, weeds and grass
grow in the marshy zones. Freshwater bodies
are isolated from other water bodies, composed of ocean and sea.

PET’S ‘N’ PONDS
11A Frank Street, Strathroy, Ontario N7G 2R2
519-245-0721
Monday-Thursday
11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday:
10:00 a.m.-5:00 a.m.

www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-N-Ponds/
154308937946767?sk=info

London Aquaria Society
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We are excited to announce we have moved to a new location to better provide a larger selection of fish
and corals. Watch Kijiji for the opening date coming soon.
Sealife Central has moved to:
3392 Wonderland Rd, London, ON N6L 1J9, Canada.

Freshwater Biome Plants
cont’d from page 6

Since the area of ponds and lakes are limited, the existence of biome species is ephemeral.
Floating aquatic plants or underground water plants are adapted
to the density of the water and the flow of water. Such species are
usually adapted to rivers and streams.
Types of Freshwater Biome Plants
The characteristics that affect freshwater biome animals and
plants include depth, rate of flow, temperature and quality of water. Exposure to sunlight is one of the essentials factor that supports
their life. Freshwater bodies include ponds, rivers, streams, lakes,
canals, ditches, brooks, etc. The habitat will be classified according
to the types of water bodies.
Stargrass
London Aquaria Society
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Freshwater Biome Plants
cont’d from page 7
Streams and Rivers
Communities of biomes found in rivers and streams
usually dwell along the edge of the water body. The species
found along streams and rivers are water stargrass, tape
grass, coontails, etc. Such water bodies also support the
growth of trees. Few such type of trees are willows, river birch, cottonwoods, box elder, etc. These
trees grow in shallow water and where the flow of water is slow.
Wetland Water Bodies
Wetlands like ditches, swamps, marshes, bogs and fens have saturated water throughout the
year. They are typically stagnant water bodies supporting growth of a variety of plant biomes. The
commonly found plants are cattails, duckweed, sedges, etc. The trees growing in wetland areas are
gum, cypress, black spruce, tamarack, etc.
Lakes and Ponds
Ponds and lakes can be either natural or man-made. The plant biomes present in such water
bodies are less diverse as such water bodies are not a permanent habitat for them. The depth of
ponds and lakes vary and accordingly the species. The community of plant biomes growing in lakes
and ponds are usually grasses and weeds. The underwater plants are muskgrass, narrow-leaf weed
while the floating plants like cattails and lily pads are also found in shallow ponds and lakes.
Freshwater biomes survive in summer as well as in winter. The variation of temperature ranges
from 4°C to 22°C in the bottom and on the surface, respectively. Their adaptability supports survival
during extreme temperatures of winter, that may be as low as 0°C. Phytoplanktons and zooplanktons
are widely spread in the wetlands. Bods, fens and ditches are unproductive water bodies that depend
on external sources for nutrient supply. Species dominating such areas are sphagnum moss. Fens support grassy vegetation that flourish during the wet
Wonderful Pets-Excellent
and cold seasons. Rivers and marshes are the most
Products
productive among the freshwater bodies that faSuperior
vor the growth of different species of angiosperms. The nature of growth is also dependent
Aquariums
upon the acidic nature of the water. Acidic water
is not conducive for the growth of freshwater bi- Call Us Toll Free at 1-888-873-5459, Local 519-2737917, Fax 519-273-1249 Come visit us at 20 Corcoran
omes.
These plants have a major contribution to Street, Stratford, Ontario N5A 1V7
Show your Memberthe food chain and they help to maintain a balship Card to get 15%
ance in the ecosystem. The survival of such plants
off Fish and
are necessary for sustenance of life on the planet
10% off product.
Earth.
London Aquaria Society
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UBC graduate student discovers key to “bifocals” in mangrove fish species
http://www.publicaffairs.ubc.ca/
The research was supported by the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council of Canada.
A “four-eyed” fish that sees simultaneously above and below the water line has offered up a dramatic
example of how gene expression allows organisms to adapt to their environment. Gregory L. Owens, a University of British Columbia graduate student, found a sharp divide between the upper and lower sections of the
eyes of Anableps anableps, a six- to 12-inch fish closely related to guppies. The findings were published today
online in Biology Letters.
The four-eyed fish spends most of its life at the water surface, feeding on flying insects as well as algae,
in the mangrove swamps of central America and northern South America. The upper half of its eyes penetrate
the water line, while the lower half of its eyes are submerged. Its opsin genes, which code for light receptors
in the eye, closely resemble those of other fish species that don’t see above water, so it was unknown if the
four-eyed fish’s eyes were adapted to both aerial and aquatic light.
Owens, while conducting research for a master’s degree at the University of Victoria, sought an answer
in how the opsin genes were expressed. He made several molecular probes that, when applied to the retina,
would bind to specific opsin gene messenger RNA (mRNA), the molecules that translate DNA into protein synthesis.
By determining the type and distribution of mRNA in the retina, Owens discovered that the eye was
clearly divided in sensitivity. One part of the retina, exposed to aerial light, has cones (neurons that convert
light into brain signals) that are sensitive to the green wavelengths that predominate in the air. The other part
of the retina, exposed to aquatic light, has cones more attuned to the yellow wavelengths of muddy water.
The whole eye, meanwhile, is sensitive to other wavelengths, from ultraviolet to blue.
“We expected some difference between different
parts of the eye, but not as dramatic as this,” says Owens,
who is now earning his PhD in UBC’s Department of Botany. John Taylor, an associate professor of biology at the
University of Victoria who supervised Owens’ work, said
the study is part of a larger fish opsin research program that
examines gene duplication. Usually, duplicated genes are
rendered non-functional by mutations – but not in this case.
“Greg’s study illuminates how gene duplication can lead to
innovation – in this case each half of the eye gets its own
duplicate, tailored to its particular needs,” Taylor says.

Moore Quality...
Moore Knowledge…
Moore Service...
4683 Sunset Road
Port Stanley, Ontario N5L 1J4

Phone: 519-782-4052
Fax: 519-782-3139

www.moorewatergardens.com
80 Years of Quality & Service
“Everything for the Water Gardening Enthusiast
10% Discount to all Club Members
London Aquaria Society
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We’re CRAZY about fish!

FINATICS AQUARIUM
Ontario’s #1 source for premium cichlids
Over 250 tanks filled with quality rare African cichlids, adult show males and wild breeding groups.

Thursday & Friday 11am-9pm,
Saturday & Sunday 11am-5pm
6200 Dixie Road, Units 105 & 106,
Mississauga, Ontario M1K 2B2

www.finaticsaquarium.com
finatics@rogers.com 905-565-1232
Marbled Hatchetfish
(Carnegiella strigata)
http://www.aquariumdomain.com/viewSpeciesFreshwater.php?id=111
Marbled Hatchetfish are found living in the streams and tributaries of South America. They prefer to
live in areas of dense surface vegetation, where they can feed on small insect larvae and plant matter and stay
safe from larger predatory fish species by hiding amongst the dense vegetation. The Marble Hatchetfish is specially designed for life at the waters surface, with powerful pectoral fins mounted high a top their body combined with a deep thin torso they are well suited to take flight from the water at a moments notice. Their ability to fly or jump from the water benefits them both in feeding and in escaping predators. Marbled Hatchetfish
will leap from the waters surface to catch small flying insects and to escape the gaping jaws of larger predatory
fish species lurking beneath them.
It is important to provide the proper aquarium setup in order to successfully house Marbled Hatchetfish
and allow them to thrive. Like most fish species, replicating their natural environment is the best way to create
a habitat that the fish will adapt quickly to and thrive within. In terms of the Marble Hatchetfish the aquarium
needs to have plenty of plants and floating vegetation, along with moderate to high water flow. Marbled
Hatchetfish should also be kept in groups of at least 6 or more individuals as they live in good sized groups in
the wild and will often do poorly or perish when kept singularly.
London Aquaria Society
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Marbled Hatchetfish
cont’d from page 10

Another equally important factor in keeping Marbled Hatchetfish within the
aquarium environment is to keep the tank fully covered as this species is highly
prone to jumping from the water when startled or during aggressive feeding. Tank
Care Level: Moderate
mates should include other peaceful to semi-aggressive South American tropical
community species. Being a top water to upper middle water species, the Marbled
TemperaHatchetfish tends no to compete with too many species for swimming space within
Peaceful
ment:
the aquarium.
Maximum
While they are not easily bred within the aquarium environment, Marbled
2"
Size:
Hatchetfish have been bred in captivity. For any real chance at breeding this speMinimum
cies, they will need to be kept in a separate aquarium that is specifically setup for
20 Gallons
Tank Size:
this purpose. A small group of 4 to 6 individuals should be added to a 20 to 30
gallon aquarium filled with aged acidic water pH of 5.5 to 6.5, temperature of 76
Water Con- 75-82° F, KH 10-18,
to 79 �, plenty of floating vegetation, dim lighting and a thin layer of gravel subditions:
pH 5.0-7.5
strate mixed with peat to help maintain water conditions. The breeding group
Diet:
Omnivore
should be fed a quality diet of live insects and worms like fruit fly and blood
worms or other highly nutritious small insects. Successful breeding will produce eggs
Colombia,
that will be scattered both in the plant material and on the substrate of the aquarOrigin:
Guyana, Peru and
Brazil
ium. The parents need to be removed after successfully breeding as they will consume both the eggs and young fry. The fry will hatch within 36 hours and will beFamily:
Gasteropelecidae
come free swimming a day or two later. They should be fed micro foods like infuSpecies:
Hatchets
soria for the first 2 weeks, after which they
Aquarium
will be large enough to accept baby brine
Community
Type:
shrimp or similar fare.
Marbled Hatchetfish are an omnivorous species that will consume insect, meaty and vegetable based
foods. The bulk of their diet should consist of high quality frozen,
freeze-dried or flake commercial foods. They should also be fed live,
frozen or freeze-dried blood worms, daphnia or tubifex worms. They
can initially be a little reluctant to feed, but in time will become very
active feeders that will compete with the most boisterous tank mates
for each morsel of food.
Quick Facts :: Marbled Hatchetfish

The Most Organic Oscillator in the World
http://www.synthgear.com/2009/audio-gear/analogue-oscillator-fish/
Submitted by: SynthGear on June 8 2009
Analogue. Some people love it, some people hate it, and some people quest after it like it’s the panacea
of sound. Personally, I love analogue synthesizers – I love how they sound, I love how they feel, and I love how
they look.
Even among analogue synths, some filters and oscillators can sound more organic than others. Well, ladies and gentlemen, I present to you the most ‘organic’ oscillator on earth: the electric fish oscillator! If you go
into most pet stores, you can find a little fish called a Gnathonemus Petersii – a member of the Mormyrid family. Most pet store employees will recognize it as the Elephant Nose Fish.

London Aquaria Society
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BEST IN SHOW
Name
Nancy Egelton

Name

Month

Fish Name

Gift Certificate Sponsor

January

Guppy-male, green, Delta (Poecilia reticulate)

Pet Paradise

Month

Adult Fish Competition

Ribbon

Nancy Egelton
Nancy Egelton

January
January

Guppy-male, green, Delta (Poecilia reticulata)
Guppy-male, albino Delta (Poecilia reticulat)

Red
Blue

Nancy Egelton

January

Guppy-male, red Delta (Poecilia reticulata)

White

Nancy Egelton

January

Guppy-male, 3/4 black Delta (Poecilia reticulate)

Name

Month

James Kelly

January

Adult Plant Competition
open - Anubias

Ribbon
Red

The Most Organic Oscillator in the World
cont’d from page
The interesting thing about this fascinating little animal is that it emits pulses of
electricity into the water. It uses these tiny little shocks to locate food, other fish, and potential mates. You can actually listen to this electric fish rather easily if if use a small piezoelectric earphone or amplified speaker.
Here’s what you do: Get a piezoelectric earphone here or at Radio Shack or any electronics store. Piezoelectric earphones are very sensitive to small electrical signals. Alternatively, you could use a cheap computer speaker.
Take one of the wires (there are two connected to the earphone, it doesn’t matter which one) and put this wire underwater into one side of the fish tank. Put the other wire into the other side of the fish tank – make sure that there is
a small amount of bare wire at each end.
Go to the website and hear what this fish sounds like. It’s fabulous!

Blue Goldtip Cichlid - Ophthalmotilapia ventralis
http://www.aqua-fish.net/show.php?h=bluegoldtipcichlid
Common Name: Blue goldtip cichlid
Scientific Name Of The Species: Ophthalmotilapia ventralis
Information about Care:
 Usual maximum size in fish tanks (min-max):14 - 15 cm ( 5.51" - 5.91")
 Recommended pH of water for Blue goldtip cichlid:7.4 - 8
 Total water hardness (dGH) for these fish:7 - 25 °N
 Recommended water temperature for Blue goldtip cichlid:23 - 26 °C ( 73.4 - 78.8 °F )
 Fish compatibility within the species: peaceful visit this article)
 Compatibility (temperament to other fish species; peaceful visit this article)
 Place in the aquarium: Middle levels
 The way of breeding: Spawning

London Aquaria Society
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Month

Plant
Aquatic
Category Animals

Fish Categories

September

open

open

Loaches, Suckers & Catfish (e.g. Corydoras, Brochis, Plecos )

October

open

open

Cichlids-substrate spawning (e.g. Angels, Dribs, Rams….
- mouth-brooding (e.g., Aulonocara…)

November

open

open

Cyprinids (e.g. Goldfish, Koi, Barbs,
Danios, Sharks, Rasboras, White Clouds….)

none

Due to Christmas Pot Luck

Class
Family

Pairs

December

none

January

open

open fish Guppies, (Fancy, Trinadadian...)

-

February

open

open fish Anabantids (e.g. Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise

-

March

open

open fish Mollies, Platies, Swordtails

April

open

open fish Characoids (Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver Dollars...)

May

open

open fish My Favourite Fish (any type of fish)

June

none

none

None due to Awards Night

-

Non-fish
Family
Pairs
-

Blue goldtip cichlid - Ophthalmotilapia ventralis
cont’d from page 12
Wild bred specimens may be fussy eaters but will accept the same diet as
tank bred specimens once they have settled into the tank. Use a quality
flake or pellets for the staple diet but vary this with regular meals of live or
frozen foods.
Origin: Africa: Blue goldtip cichlids are endemic to Lake Tanganyika.
Sexing: Males are slightly larger than the females and display a brighter colouration.
Breeding: Blue goldtip cichlids are maternal mouth brooders. The female will hold the eggs for incubation
and hatching, this can take up to 3 weeks before the fry are released. During the holding time the female
will hide away and probably also refuse to eat. Once the fry are released they can be fed on newly
hatched brine shrimp.
Lifespan: The expected life span for Ophthalmotilapia ventralis is 5-8 years.
Short description: Ophthalmotilapia ventralis require a lot of space in the tank so ensure that the rockwork is kept to the back and sides of the tank. They require high water quality and regular water changes
are a must.
Gouramis and Other Anabantids (Family Anabantidae)
By: Frank Indiviglio
www.netplaces.com/aquarium/fish-species-accounts/gouramis-and-other-anabantids-family-anabantidae.htm

Numbering approximately seventy species, gouramis and their relatives are found throughout Africa
and South Asia. Most members of the family are adapted for survival in oxygen-depleted waters.
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C.A.O.A.C. Events Calendar For 2013

Hamilton Show and Auction: March 23, 2013 @ the Legion in Waterdown
Brantford Show and Auction: April 6, 2013 @ the TB Costain/SC Johnson
Community Centre
Durham Auction and possible Show: April 07, 2013
Sarnia Auction:

April 13, 2013 @ the Sarnia Christian School

London Auction: May 05, 2013 @ the Optimist hall in Dorchester
Gouramis and Other Anabantids (Family Anabantidae)
cont’d from page 13

They are assisted in this by the presence of a “labyrinth organ” — an accessory breathing apparatus
above the gill chamber that stores and utilizes oxygen from bubbles that are gulped at the surface.
This adaptation allows anabantids to live in environments that are lethal to fish that
must breathe oxygen dissolved in water. This ability is carried to the extreme in the Siamese fighting
fish (Betta splendens) a beautiful species (although aggressive to its own kind) that is commonly raised
in small glass jars without any aeration whatsoever.
Anabantids build floating bubble nests created by the male. The male does this by gulping bubbles from the surface and coating them with saliva. During spawning, the male envelops the female in
a circular embrace with his body and pushes the eggs into the nest with his mouth. Once egg laying is
completed, he drives off the female. In a small aquarium, he might kill her, so it is important to remove her to a separate tank to be on the safe side. The male makes an attendant father, replacing
burst air bubbles with fresh ones (a glass cover over the aquarium will reduce the amount of bubbles
that burst, thereby lessening his workload).
Dwarf Gourami (Colisa lalia):
The Dwarf Gourami is an ideal choice for nearly any aquarium, combining the interesting characteristics of his larger relatives with a peaceful disposition and small size (2 inches). Native to India
and other parts of south Asia, this fish's silvery gray body is brilliantly marked with red and blue
stripes. This color deepens in breeding males, which
are spectacular to behold.
Like most of its relatives, the Dwarf Gourami
possesses long, threadlike fins equipped with taste
cells. Located at the front of the body, below the
pectoral fins, they assist the fish in locating food.
Breeding is as described for the family in general,
and the bubble nest is sometimes reinforced with
bits of plant material. This species is quite undemanding in it's dietary requirements, taking nearly
all aquarium foods and relishing, as do many fish,
the occasional meal of live invertebrates.
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Different Breeds of Gourami
http://fish-aquariums.knoji.com/different-breeds-of-gourami/
Marky Chavez
Ranked #2 in Fish & Aquariums

Gouramis pose distinguishing behaviours, too. They are even named after such habits. These make
them stand out from the rest. Three prominent descriptive names are the Climbing Gourami, Croaking Gourami, and Kissing Gourami.

Breeds of Gourami
Invading the freshwaters of India, Malaysia, Pakistan, Korea, and neighbouring islands
are the diverse members of the Osphronemidae fish family. These Asian swimmers can be
made available indoors anywhere in the globe. Meet these aquarium attractions, the colourful, wild, and versatile types of Gourami. There is a rich variety of this kind which can be
classified into two categories such as those with distinct appearance, and those with unique
abilities.
Types of Gourami in Form
Gouramis are interesting in the eyes. They look gorgeous wrapped in various shiny hues.
The underwater scene makes them even more attractive. They also come in a range of sizes.
There is an equal share of big and small ones in its family. These comprise the rich physical features of this species.
The rainbow colours grace the scales of this specific sort of fish.
There is the Pearl Gourami enchanted

Blue Gourami

with brownish-silvery flush on its pearllike flesh. The Blue Gourami by its name
is draped in bluish-silver tint of the
sparkling sea. Resembling the royal
gold shade of honey is the little Honey
Gourami. The fresh pearly green blush
of nature is inherited by the Moonlight
Gourami. Another one is the dark and
sweet coloured Chocolate Gourami.
See, there is a feast of colours with the

many different variants of this incredible
fins-and-tail creation.
Moonlight Gourami
This kind of fish measures from an
inch to nearly a foot. There is the Dwarf
Gourami named after its petite size. It measures 1.5-2 inches only which
can dwell even on a fish bowl. It appears in bright and striking colours.
London Aquaria Society

Pearl Gourami

Honey Gourami

Chocolate Gourami
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Different Breeds of Gourami
cont’d from page 15
Giant Gourami
(A face only a
mother could
love.) LOL

Its counterpart, the Giant Gourami is also fascinating. It can
grow almost a foot long and fits nicely in a huge aquarium.
In some places, it forms part of oriental dishes. Its large body
can surely make a number of servings. No doubt, with these
two breeds, there is more to tell than the size.

Types of Gourami in Action
Gouramis pose distinguishing behaviours, too. They are
even named after such habits. These make them stand out from
the rest. Three prominent descriptive names are the Climbing Gourami, Croaking Gourami, and Kissing Gourami.
The Croaking Gourami is the one making twittering noise. It is
also known as the Pygmy Gourami. It belongs to the small variety of
fish. It is covered in dazzling red, green, purple, brown, and black genuine shades. It is good-natured and peace loving in the company of small
tankmates.
The Climbing Gourami is the type
which can maneuver in dry areas. It can move Croaking Gourami
its way from the aquatic ecosystem up to the
grassy ground. It uses its fins and tail to make some wiggles, allowing it to
advance little by little. It is prominent for staying on guard to protect its
eggs.
The Kissing Gourami is the breed promiClimbing Gourami
nent for its protruding mouth. It has noticeable
pouty lips aligned with sharp teeth. This is its major asset used in making
fatal attack to any fellow fish. It can suck the mucus out of the other’s skin
making the latter prone to infection.
Kissing Gourami
Fish Bred Since September 2012
Jennifer McNaughton
Neocaridina heteropda………………………….Cherry Shrimp
Neocariding of zhangjiajien Var White…..White Pearl Shrimp
Derek Tucker:

Skiffa lermqe

Ron & Annette Bishop

Limia vittata………....Cuban Limia

Trichagaster Chung………………..…Golden Honey Gourami
Macropodus opercularis…………...……..Albino Paradise Fish
Cryptoheros panamensis
Steatocranus irvinei……………..…..Blue Lipped Buffalo Head
Stephen Gregson, Breeders Award Chairman

Another good one Annette. ;0)
London Aquaria Society

Horticulturist Award Program Chairman
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COME AND SEE WHY BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES
WAREHOUSE OUTLETS IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER
FOR THETROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST










519-668-2752

10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND
FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE
WORLD
HUGE SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 2.5 TO 300 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH
FOODS AND WOODEN STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
REPTILES

BEST PRICES IN TOWN, GUARANTEED

CORALIFE

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)
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