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Quarantine Tank  
 
By:  Pat Brown,  February 1991 
Submitted by:  Annette & Ron 
Bishop, London Aquaria Soci-
ety, November 2011 
 
Equipment :  5 or 10 gallon 
tank, 50 watt heater, thermo-
stat, net, water conditioner 
with Slime Coat, tank cover, 
sponge filter, aquarium salt 
and medication (more on that 
later). 
 

 A quarantine tank can 
easily be set up and maintained 
constantly, always ready for 
what new purchase, or it can be 
set up the day you need it.  But 
since stability of water condi-
tions is an essential part of 
treating sick fish.  I opt for 
keeping the tank operating at 
all times.  Besides being useful 
for quarantining new fish and 
treating sick ones, they can also 
be used as fry tanks. 
 

To Set Up:  Fill the tank with 
aged water from a healthy tank 
and add a mature sponge filter -
such a filter or filters can be 
kept operating all the time in 
your tanks so you need never 
worry about new tank syn-
drome.  Sponge filters are the 
perfect filter for this since, first, 
they are portable and second, 

they provide excellent biological 
filtration at a minimal cost.  
They are also good for a sick 
tank or a fry tank because they 
donõt produce strong currents or 
suction for fish to fight.  
 

 The tank should be bare 
of ornaments, plants or gravel.  
A clay pot or tube may be added 
for those fish that need some 
kind of cover but keep in mind 
that you need to be able to read-
ily observe the fish during the 
time itõs in the tank. 
 

 Remember you want to 
create a calming environment 
for the new fish.  Stress at this 
stage would undermine every-
thing youõre trying to achieve.    
For the same reason, I recom-
mend not using any light on the 
tank, simply cover it with a 
styro lid or board.  Fish settle in 
more quickly and make the nec-
essary adjustments better in the 
dark.   
 

 Getting the 
fish from your deal-
ers tank into your 
own is much the 
same-reduce the 
stress of transition.  
Recent studies have 
show that floating a 
sealed fish bag is not 
good for the fish.  

While a few minutes wonõt 
hurt, I recommend putting both 
fish and transport water into a 
small floatable container (e.g. 
plastic margarine tub) and 
gradually increasing the 
amount of tank water mixed 
with transport water.  This 
should take as long as two (2) 
hours for salt water or delicate 
fish.  When the time comes to 
place the fish in the tank, net it 
out-with a net reserved exclu-
sively for that quarantine tank -
and discard the tub water.  
 

 So far, Iõm operating on 
the assumption that the ani-
mals being quarantined are, in 
fact, healthy and that all this is 
just a precautionary measure.  
When do you determine that 
the fish can be transferred to 
the main tank?  Some people 
recommend seven (7) days, 
others ten (10).   
  

contõd on page 4 
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Upcoming Events  
 
 

February 14, 2012:  Brian & Susan Glazier will do a talk on 
Breeding Techniques. 
 

March 13, 2012:   Gadget Night.  
 

April 10, 2012:  To be announced.  
 

May 8, 2012:   Frank Aguirre will speak on Beautiful Aquari-
ums. 
 

June 12, 2012:   Pot Luck Dinner  
 

September 23, 2012:   Club Auction.  
 

October 9, 2012:   To be announced. 
 

November 13, 2012:   To be announced. 
 

December 11, 2012:   To be announced. 
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Please, Help me 

name this fish. 

Iõm not even sure 

where I got this pic-

ture from.  ;0) 



 

 

Please Support 

Southwestern Pet Centre 

1641 Dundas Street 

(New Location Dundas & 

Saskatoon) 

London, Ontario 

They support us!!! 

Presidentõs Message 
 

 The guest speaker for February will be Brian Glazier, talking about 
different methods of breeding our fish. Brian has a hands on presentation 
with lots of ideas that work for him. This will be another great talk from 
Brian as he has a lot of knowledge in the tropical fish hobby.  
 

 I hope everybody enjoyed the presentation that Frank Aguirre did 
last month, it was very interesting and informative. I personally enjoy it 
when we have a visit from him.  
 

 March will be a gadget night. A time to bring in your tricks you use for making the fish 
hobby a little easier. If all goes to plan this should be a very interesting evening. So bring your se-
crets in and share them with all.  
 

 Plans are in the making for another Reptile Expo with the possible addition of an Auction as 
well as the show.  More details to come.  
 

 The fish show for February will be Anabantids (Bettas, Gouramis, Paradise Fish) and Open 
Class and the Open Class for Plants. The auction will be there as usual. 
 
 

Happy Valentines Day & Be nice to your honey.  
 

Ron Bishop 
President  

London Aquaria Society  
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Rates apply for a year coverage totaling 10 is-
sues of our Newsletter.  Articles in this publica-
tion may be reprinted provided full credit is 
given to the Author, the London Aquaria Soci-
ety and 2 copies of the published bulletin or 
magazine in which the article appears, is to be 
mailed to:  
 

London Aquaria Society  
P.O. Box 45010,  RPO Fairmont 

London, Ontario   N5W 1A3  

 

The London Aquaria Society  is a non-profit 
organization, established in June 1956.  Its main 
objective is to promote interest in breeding and 
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means 
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, 
gain information and display their fish, sharing 
them in the public in the London Area.  
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contõd from front page  

 
 

A fish showing no sign of illness after seven days and is eating well, can probably be deemed safe-
but the extra 3 days would not hurt.  

 

 What should you fee?  Whatever you expect it to eat in the main tank.  Some finicky eaters 
may need to be tempted with choice treats before switching to another type-another advantage of a 
quarantine tank is the ability to be sure your fish is eating.  
 

 Okay, now the worst happens.  There, on the second, third or fourth day, your fish is sick.  
Now comes the true value of that quarantine tank.  Treatment and monitoring are so much easier -
without stressing out the main tank with medications and disrupted biological filter.  
 To attempt to cover various medications and treatments available is beyond the scope of this 
article (not to mention my expertise).  Instead, I would recommend the purchase of at least one good 
reference book on fish diseases.  Itõs wroth the money to buy a good one-and Iõll leave the recom-
mendations of what books to buy to others.  
 

 I would like to end this article with an invitation to anyone who has had success with a par-
ticular cure or treatment to contact me (Pat Brown at 471-7481) with the details of the treatment.  It 
should be something you personally have tried successfully -it could involve a particular species or 
an unusual medication.  Include a description of the ailment, details of the treatment and any other 
particulars someone else would need to duplicate your treatment.  Responses will be published in 
future newsletters.  
 

PET PARADISE 

SUPERSTORE 
 

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995 
 

LONDONõS LARGEST SELECTION OF PUPPIES, 

KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND SMALL ANIMALS 
 

¶ Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies 

¶ Knowledgeable Friendly Staff 

¶ Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates 

¶ Pets Always Welcome! 
 

RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND 

SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT 

YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP CARD. 
 

Our Store Hours: 

Mon-Friééé.9:30 a.m.ñ 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday..éé.9:30 a.m.ñ 8:00 p.m. 

Sundayéé...11:00 a.m.ñ 6:00 p.m. 
 

519-432-1600 
 

1080 Adelaide St. North 

London, Ontario 
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12 Anabantids  

 

http://stason.org/TULARC/animals/aquaria/first -fish-breeding/12 -
Anabantids.html 

Description :   This article is from the Aquaria: Good (and Bad) First 
Fish; Breeding FAQ, by Dean Hougen and Elaine Thompson 

 Anabantids are another group of fishes that are quite differ-
ent from those already discussed. Distantly related to Cichlids and 
Perch, Anabantids are found in Africa and Asia. Members of the 
families Anabantidae, Belontiidae, Helostomatidae, and Osphrone-
midae,   Anabantids are also referred to as the "labyrinth fishes". This is  due to a special breathing organ 
referred to as the labyrinth organ which is essentially a maze of tunnels near the fish's gills.  Labyrinth 
fish gulp air at the surface of the water and absorb it through the labyrinth organ, allowing them to live 
in water with too  little oxygen to support fish which only breath through their gills.  Some Anabantids 
can survive out of water for several hours breathing  only through their labyrinths, as long as they stay 
moist. Anabas  testudineus, known as the Climbing Perch, is said to be able to climb trees and to live out 
of water for up to two days. 

 As well as giving aquarists some additional choices for community-tank fish, Anabantids offer 
some unique options to fish keepers as well as presenting a few problems. Because some Anabantids are 
able to withstand cooler temperatures, and because of their ability to survive in water with very low 
oxygen, these fishes can be kept in tanks or bowls without heaters or filtration. On the other hand, some 
Anabantids (particularly males of some species) are very territorial  and some grow quite large.  Breed-

ing Anabantids can be quite rewarding. Some species build nests out of bubbles into which they place their 

eggs while others, like some Cichlids, are mouthbrooders. 
 

ÃÏÎÔȭÄ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ φ 

 
166 GRAND RIVER AVENUE    PHONE (519) 756 -6225  
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO               FAX (519) 756 -5140  

 

www.tropicalfishroom.ca  
 

 

Quality Tropical Fish & Supplies! 

SAFETY NOTICE       www.petsmart.com 
 

Petsmart #0924, 86 Fanshaw Road, London.                    
 

Marine Stealth & Stealth Pro Aquarium Heaters 
These aquarium heaters may pose a potential 
risk of fire or laceration.  The Marineland Stealth 
& Marineland Stealth Pro Heaters are subject to 
this recall:  United Pet Group:  1-800-338-4896 
www.marineland.com 

Marineland Stealth 
Models 

Wattage           Model # 

Marineland Stealth Pro 
Models 

Wattage           Model # 

25w 
50w 
75w 
100w 
150w 
200w 
250w 

ETP25 
ETP50 
ETP75 
EPT100 
EPT150 
EPT200 
EPT 250 

25w 
50w 
75w 
100w 
150w 
200w 
250w 
300w 

ML90447-OO 
ML90448-OO 
ML90449-OO 
ML90450-LL 
ML90451-OO 
ML90452-OO 
ML90453-OO 
ML90454-00 
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 The most commonly seen Anabantid is probably the Betta or 
Siamese Fighting Fish (which is generally said to be Betta splendens 
but is probably a crossbreed). Artificial color varieties with red, blue, 
green, purple, and many other colors in various combinations are 
widely available. Males are bred to have very large fins and both 
sexes are seen with double tails. Siamese Fighting Fish generally 
make poor choices for the community tank for two reasons. First, as 
their name would imply, they are very territorial. The aggression is 
greatest between two males, but can be directed towards any fish that looks to the Betta too much like 
another Betta. Second, their long fins make easy targets for many fish such as Barbs. Siamese Fighting 
Fish can be kept alone in bowls (the larger the better) or tanks without filtration as long as frequent 
partial water changes are done.  They do need warm temperatures, however, and are sensitive to tem-
perature changes, so a constant heat supply is needed if the room is less than about 75F. Also, due to 
poor breeding, many Siamese Fighting Fish are not very healthy.  A 3" male would be a large adult; fe-
males stay smaller. 

 A better choice for keeping alone in a bowl or small tank is the Paradise Fish - Macropodus oper-
cularis. These are much hardier fish than the Fighters and can withstand temperatures down to 60F. 
They may jump, however, so the tank should be covered to be safe. Also, like Siamese Fighting Fish, 
male Paradise Fish can be extremely territorial towards one another. Paradise Fish may get up to 4" 
long 

ÃÏÎÔȭÄ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ χ 

9ÅÐȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÕÒ *ÏÈÎÎÉÅȦ 

Happy Birthday Sweetie, with many more. 

Hours of Operation  
 

Monday -Thursday  
     11:00 a.m.ñ7:00 p.m. 
Friday    

10:00 a.m.ñ8:00 p.m. 
Saturday 
10:00 a.m.ñ5:00 p.m 

Sunday: 
    Closed 

11 Frank Street 
Strathroy, Ont.  
N7G 2R2 

519-245-0721 
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 Another very commonly seen Anabantid is the Blue or Three-Spot Gourami-Trichogaster 
trichopterus. Gold, Silver, and Cosby Gouramies are also widely available and are simply artificial color 
varieties of the Blue Gourami. Blue Gouramies can get up to 6" long. They are not as aggressive as Fight-
ers or Paradise Fish, but more than one in a small tank may lead to constant (if not overly deadly) chas-
ing. hey will dowell in a tank with larger schooling fishes. Similar, though slightly smaller species in-
clude the Banded or Giant Gourami - Colisa fasciata (which is only a giant compared to the similarly col-
ored Dwarf Gourami described below), the Thick-lipped Gourami - Colisa labiosa and the somewhat less 
aggressive Pearl Gourami - Trichogaster leeri and Moonlight Gourami - T. microlepis. The Kissing 
Gourami - Helostoma temmincki grows larger (up to 12") but makes a good fish for beginners with lar-
ger tanks. It is peaceful, though males will contest with one another by pressing their lips together and 
pushing - the so-called "kissing" from which the common name derives. Most Kissing Gouramies seen 
will be of the Pink variety. 
 

 Small Gouramies, only growing to 2" or so in length, are also available. These include the Dwarf 

Gourami - Colisa lalia, the Honey Gourami - C. chuna, and the Sunset Dwarf Gourami (probably a cross be-

tween C. lalia and C. chuna). In theory, these would all be good fish for the community aquarium. In practice, 

these fish are often the victims of poor breeding practices in the Far East (like so many others described be-

fore) and many are even treated with hormones before they are shipped to make them appear brighter in the 

store tanks. A good rule of thumb is, "If it looks too good to be true, it probably is." 
 
 

Read more: http://stason.org/TULARC/animals/aquaria/first-fish-breeding/12-Anabantids.html#ixzz1ldqsqt1l 


