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LAS Executive Meeting
The executive meeting was held at the home
of the Ruddick family. Thank you to Mark,
Lorraine, Dakota and Rebecca for their great
hospitality. At the meeting we discussed the
the upcoming CAOAC convention - it seems
that everything is moving along quite nicely.
The LAS will sponsor a show class for the
convention.
We are receiving the advertisement renewals
for the newsletter. Eric reported that very
shortly the new LAS website will have a brand
new look. A huge thank you to both Eric and
Mark, this was an enormous undertaking in
updating our website. Nancy reported that
the membership renewals are coming along.
We have a speaker for March - Gary Brown Marine Aquarium and April - Paul Unrau from
Southwestern Pet Centre.
UPCOMING EVENTS

London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010
RPO Fairmont
London, ON N5W 1A3

2006-2007 LAS General Meeting Dates
February 13, 2007
March 13, 2007
April 10, 2007
May 8, 2007
June 12, 2007
Annual Show and Auctions for 2007
10 Martha St

(519) 425-1233

Ingersoll, ON

March 25 Brant Aquarium Society Spring Auction
April 29 London Aquarium Society Spring Auction
May 25-27 CAOAC Convention

N5C 1E6

Monthly Jar Shows
Aquarium Club Members Pay NO TAX on Fish !!

REMINDER
LAS 2007
MEMBERSHIP
FEES ARE DUE

February
Fish: Gouramis, Paradise Fish
Plant: Open
March
Fish: Mollies, Platies
Plant: Open
April
Fish: Characoids (eg. Tetras, Hatchetfish, Silver
Dollars etc.), Open, Plant
Plant: Open
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President’s Message
With the colder weather upon us it gives us some extra time to
start breeding our pets and filling the auction table with the
rewards from our work. Good Luck with all your breeding
programs of our finny friends.
The shows and auctions will soon be here and this will give us
some extra entries and some more bags on the tables for
buying and trading and expanding each and everybody’s hobby.
Plans for the convention are going quite well and a full agenda is forthcoming with a
very interesting and educational speakers program.
Steve has become the taste tester for all the chocolates that are given to Sharon for
the 14th and rumor has a bigger bed is in the plans for their home now we know why.
The Jar Show for February will be Gouramis, Paradise Fish, and there will be an Open
Class as usual and lets not forget the Plant Class.
I have heard a lot of good comments from the advertisers that they are seeing LAS
membership cards a lot more this year and that makes them happy to see they are
getting support from the members, so do not be afraid to show that card and also
introduce yourself to the shop owners.
See their ads in the bulletin.
Have a Happy Valentines Day
Don’t forget your Sweetie
Ron Bishop
President
London Aquaria Society

Please Support the

Southwestern Pet
Centre
1474 Dundas Street
(In the Eastown Plaza)
London, ON
They support us!!!
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THE LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY
General Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at
Tanglewood Orchards Co-Op, 24 Spiritwood Court, Unit 77 (off Scenic Drive),
London, ON.
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit organization established in June 1956. Its main objective is to promote interest in breeding and
raising of tropical fish, and also to provide a means through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, gain information, and display their fish,
sharing them in the public in the London area.
EXECUTIVE 2006/2007
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Advertising
Show Chair
B.A.P./H.A.P.
Library
Jar Show Chair
Membership
Newsletter Editor
Auction Chair
Webmaster

Ron Bishop
Dorothy Reimer
Mark Ruddick
Sharon MacDonald
Terry Little/Dorothy Reimer
Terry Little
Dennis Zajac
James Kelly
Sarah Lee
Nancy Chipps-Drummond
Sharon MacDonald
Roger VanDer Aa
Eric Geissinger

519-457-7907
519-438-7682
519-455-8372
519-453-0094
519-752-8642
519-425-1233
519-681-0717
519-686-3473
519-644-2753
519-453-0094
519-666-3995
519-672-9168

ron.bishop2@sympatico.ca
dmreimer@sympatico.ca
webmaster@londonaquariasociety.com
sharon.macdonald@lhsc.on.ca
Also serving as CAOAC Reps
tlittle28@rogers.com
aquariumcents@rogers.com
no email address
sarahlee@uwo.ca
nchipps-drummond@fanshawec.on.ca
sharon.macdonald@lhsc.on.ca
koiman@execulink.com
egeissinger@rogers.com

DJ’s TROPICS Fish ‘n’ Ponds
Somethin’s Fishy.

For all your Tropical Fish needs!

1057 Parkinson Road, Unit #9
Woodstock, ON
N4S 7W3
Phone
Fax

(519) 537-2938
(519) 537-6747

OWNER

Dave Deadman

DROP IN AND SEE US AT THIS BEAUTIFUL NEW LOCATION
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11A Frank
Street
Strathroy, ON
N7G 2R2
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Snails: Friend or Foe in the Aquarium?
By Richard Brown
First published in Tank Talk, Canberra and District Aquarium Society, Australia
Aquarticles
Introduction
Snails have a bad reputation. When I first started keeping fish around 12 years ago, I was told by many ‘reliable’ sources
that snails were bad news: "They will eat your plants," "they will breed like crazy and turn your tank into a creeping mass
of snails," "they will foul your water." Not surprisingly, for several years I have treated snails with an amount of disgust and
contempt. However, over the last few years I have discovered that snails are actually a very useful and decorative
creature. I hope the following account will encourage some of you to give snails a go.
The Biology of Snails
Along with creatures such as Clams and Oysters, snails belong to the phylum Mollusca. A generalised trait of molluscs is
that they are soft-bodied creatures lacking supporting structures such as bones or exoskeletons. The topic of this article,
snails, belong to the class Gastropoda. Gastropods are distinguished by their having a single shell. This shell is usually
coiled and is part of the snail's living body. The soft-bodied section of the snail can be withdrawn into the shell, thus
forming a defence against predators.
An important thing to know about snails is that they have been on this planet probably longer than us, the primates, and
our pets, the fish, combined. Snails appear in the fossil record around 500 million years ago. They are easy to find around
many of the limestone cliffs on the Australian coast.
Snails are a very successful species, there are around 80,000 species of snails that have been identified. The majority of
snails, approximately 55,000, can be found in the marine environment. The remainders are land snails and freshwater
snails. Water snails breathe through gills whereas land snails breathe through a hole in their body near the base of the
shell.
Land snails are hermaphroditic, that is, each snail has both male and female parts. They still must mate to reproduce,
however. A hole near the head is the genital orifice where the snail mates and also from where it lays its eggs. Aquatic
snails have both hermaphroditic and heterosexual reproduction. Most snails lay eggs, however a notable exception to this
is the Malaysian Trumpet Snail, which is a live-bearer.
The shell of the snail is largely calcium carbonate. This chemical is familiar to aquarists as the buffering agent that
promotes pH stability. As a consequence of this, snails generally tend to prefer harder and more alkaline water. In fact,
acidic water tends to dissolve the shell and leave its occupant open to attack from predators - either to the joy or the
horror of the fish keeper.
Apart from their shells, other features that generally distinguish gastropods from other molluscs is that they have an eye
located at the base of each tentacle. The ‘foot’ of the snail is a muscular appendage used to ripple its way across its
environment. Under the tentacles is the mouth. Inside the mouth there is a rasp-like tongue that acts like a saw. It shreds
the snails' food much like a grater sheds cheese.
This leads me to a topic that may be of interest in the context of the home aquarium - snails’ eating habits. The diets of
snails vary depending on the species. Indeed, some snails are carnivorous and will actively hunt down other gastropods.
Generally though, snails eat algae, plants, and on occasion the decomposing flesh of dead animals.
The Advantages of Snails
The fact that snails eat algae and decomposing flesh can be of great benefit to the aquarium keeper. I am sure that many
of you keep Bristlenoses and other algae eating catfish. While I do not want to criticise these valued fish, for they do make
fantastic pets in themselves, their algae eating capacities are often over estimated by their owners. Snails however are
very thorough cleaners of glass and rocks and can get into the nooks and crannies that catfish may miss.
Some species of snail are renowned as decorative plant eaters, however, in my opinion, only the pond snail should be
regarded with any real suspicion in this regard. Most healthy aquarium plants produce cyanides and other poisons that
prevent animals such as snails from making meals of them. The myth that snails can destroy your plants probably
originates from observations of snails eating the leaves of plants that are already highly deteriorated or close to dying. At
this point, the plant was probably doomed and at least the snails are preventing the plant from decomposing, a process
that can potentially unbalance aquarium water chemistry.
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Another great advantage of snails is that they are less likely to eat the eggs of fish. While eggs laid by fish in or around the
substrate of the aquarium are vulnerable to attack by Bristlenoses and the like, snails are much less likely to embark on
such raiding excursions. Consequently, if you are keeping egg-laying fish in a tank with alkaline water specifically for the
purpose of breeding then snails are probably the solution. They will keep maintenance down by cleaning your glass but
will not scoff the eggs at the first opportunity. For instance, I am currently keeping a breeding pair of Neolamprologus
ocellatus in a two foot tank and rather than keeping Bristlenoses, I have a crew of Red Ramshorns to keep the tank
clean. Interestingly enough, in nature these little cichlids, which originate from the hard waters of Lake Tanganyika, adopt
used snail shells as their homes. They keep their shells immaculately clean, hide in them when threatened and eventually
lay eggs and raise their young in them. Although they are brave little fish, the heavily armoured Bristlenoses that I keep
tend to be oblivious to the attacks of the ocellatus, presumably their eggs would be helpless at night.
Lastly, snails make interesting and hardy pets in themselves. They can be quite attractive, especially in the case of the
Mystery Snail. They also have interesting habits and life cycles.
The Disadvantages of Snails
There is no doubt that snails can get out of control. Unfortunately, given the right conditions of hard alkaline water and
without natural predators, snails can multiply very rapidly. I have experienced this first hand in the case of the Malaysian
Trumpet Snail. Several years ago, in a four foot Malawi tank that I was keeping at about 250 ppm of total carbonate
hardness, the floor of the tank almost seemed alive. The plague of snails was most unsightly and remedial action was
called for.
There are several ways to keep snails in check:
· The “predator” method. Several species of fish just love snails, for breakfast that is. The most common snail eater is the
attractive Clown Loach, Botia macracanthus. The Clown Loach will grab the unprotected soft part of the snail and literally
suck the poor gastropod out of the shell. If you don’t mind me saying, this can be quite entertaining. In the marine tank,
Pufferfish are good snail eaters and will crunch the shell of the snail and eat the soft parts. In fact, some people grow
snails specifically to feed to their Clown Loaches and Pufferfishes. I have to admit that my Red Ramshorns live side by
side with a healthy Clown Loach. Perhaps I overfeed him.
· The “bait” method. Run some hot water over a lettuce leaf and just before you turn the lights out, tie a piece of cotton
around it and drop it in the tank. It will sink to the bottom and in the morning you should find it covered in snails. Remove
the lettuce, snails and all. Repeat until the snails are under control. In fact, this was the method that I used to remedy my
Malaysian Trumpet Snail problem. Needless to say, persistence may be called for.
· The “starvation” method. It is important to note that most snail blooms are caused by overfeeding. In these cases, the
only reason that the snails are overpopulating is because they are feeding on the excess food that the fish leave behind.
Watch your fish when feeding, if they do not eat all their food after 3-4 minutes or less then you are overfeeding.
· The “local fish shop” method. There are some commercial snail killers available that local fish shop owners might try to
sell you. If used as instructed these remedies may well kill your snails. However, these chemical based solutions should
be avoided because they tend to kill the bacteria that keep ammonia and nitrite levels in check. In turn, this may also kill
your fish.
Prevention is usually better than the cure. If buying plants from a local fish shop or even at a CDAS meeting and you don’t
want to accommodate any hitchhikers then I suggest that you take the following action. Before introducing your plants into
the aquarium, make the effort of soaking them in warm salty water. After ten minutes remove the plants and wash
thoroughly. This should remove or kill any unwanted gastropod guests. It will also remove potentially harmful parasites
such as White Spot (Ich).
Conclusion
I have to admit that despite my first impressions, I am now very happy to see a few snails in my aquarium. When kept in
check, they can form an integral part of a well balanced aquatic environment. So, why not give snails a go?
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JAR SHOW
RESULTS TO DATE
Name

Month

Competition

Fish Name

Ribbon

James Kelly

September

Open Family

Golden Severum - pair and fry

Red

Jack Parkinson

September

Open Family

Buenos Aries Tetra - pair and fry

Blue

No Entries for October
David Stuivenberg

November

Open

Male Betta (dark blue)

Red

David Stuivenberg

November

Open

Male Betta (red)

Blue

David Stuivenberg

November

Open

Male Betta (aqua blue)

White

Ron Bishop

Bettas

Male Betta (pale blue)

Red

Ron Bishop

December
December

Bettas

Male Betta (blue and red)

Blue

Ron Bishop

December

Bettas

Male Betta (red)

White

Dorothy Reimer

December

Open

Platy

Red

Jack Parkinson

December

Open

Diamond and Columbia Tetra pair

Blue

Ron Bishop

December

Open

Black Tetra

White

Dorothy Reimer

January

Guppies, Swordtails

Male Red Swordtail

Red

Ron Bishop

January

Guppies, Swordtails

Male Endler’s Livebearer

Blue

Ron Bishop

January

Guppies, Swordtails

Male Endler’s Livebearer

White

Norm Ernteman

January

Open

Angel

Red

Ron Bishop

January

Open

Platy (black tail)

Blue

Jack Parkinson

January

Open

Albino Corydoras (family)

White

PLANTS
RESULTS TO DATE
Name

Month

Competition

Plant Name

Ribbon

David Stuivenberg

September

Open

Red

James Kelly

September

Open

Anubius bateri caladiifolia '1705'
Anubius coffeefolia

Blue

David Stuivenberg

September

Open

Cryptocoryne parva

White

David Stuivenberg

October

Open

Cryptocoryne nurii (very rare)

Red

David Stuivenberg

October

Open

Cryptocoryne grandis (Giant Red)

Blue

David Stuivenberg

October

Open

Ludwigia repens

White

David Stuivenberg

November

Open

Echinodonis ‘Rose’

Red

David Stuivenberg

November

Open

Anubias afzellii

Blue

David Stuivenberg

November

Open

Indian fern

White

Dorothy Reimer

December

Open

Anubius

Red

Dorothy Reimer

January

Open

Anubius nana

Red

James Kelly

January

Open

Java Fern (regular)

Blue

James Kelly

January

Open

Microsorum pteropus (Giant Java Fern)

Red
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COME AND SEE WHY
BIG AL’S AQUARIUM SERVICES WAREHOUSE OUTLETS
IS CANADA’S LEADING RETAILER FOR THE TROPICAL FISH
HOBBYIST
10,000 GALLONS OF FRESH AND SALTWATER TROPICAL FISH
EXOTIC GOLDFISH & FEEDER FISH
SUPER IMPORT SELECTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND FROM OUR
EXCLUSIVE FLORIDA FISH FARMS
SUPERB AQUATIC PLANTS IMPORTED FROM AROUND THE WORLD
HUGH SELECTION OF AQUARIUM AND POND SUPPLIES
AQUARIUMS FROM 22 TO 275 GALLONS
BIG AL’S QUALITY LINE OF AQUARIUM PRODUCTS, FISH FOODS AND WOODEN
STANDS
EXPERT STAFF TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR AQUARIUM NEEDS
BEST PRICES IN TOWN GUARANTEED

10% Discount
To London Aquaria
Society Members
(except sale items)

11

12

LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIPS

Q New

Q

Renewal

Q

Junior
$15.00/yr.

Q

Q Family

Regular
$20.00/yr.

$25.00/yr.

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address:

____

City: _______________________

Prov.:/ _________________________ P.C.:/ _______________
State
Zip Code
Phone (Home): _____________________
Email Address: _________________________________

G

Check here if you will allow the information given above to be published in a London Aquaria Society Membership
Roster

Aquatic Interests:
G Fresh Water Species
Number of Tanks ____
G General Fish Keeping
G Propagating Plants
G Shows & Competitions
G Live Food

G Brackish Water Species
Number of Tanks ____
G Breeding Fish
G Aquatic Life (other than fish and plants)
G Tank Beautiful Competitions
G Collecting

G Marine Species
Number of Tanks ____
G Species Preservation
G Research

G Other _______________________________________________________________________
G Areas of Specialization
Non-Aquatic Interests:
G Photography
G Writing
G Journalism
G Arts & Crafts

G Computers
G Video Recording
G Drawing
G Public Speaking

G Cooking
G Design & Layout
G Painting
G Woodworking

G Other: _________________________________________________________________
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LONDON AQUARIA SOCIETY
Please list all household members to be included in this L.A.S. membership.
Name:
Occupation: (optional)
Name:
Occupation: (optional)
Name:
Occupation: (optional)
Name:
Occupation: (optional)

How did you learn of the London Aquaria Society?
(Please check all appropriate sources and list names)
G Member:

G Magazine Ad: _______________________________

G Newspaper Ad:

G Radio Ad: __________________________________

G Pet Shop:

G L.A.S. Event: _______________________________

G Other:

What do you expect to obtain from your L.A.S. Membership?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

To return this form or obtain additional information, please contact:
London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010, RPO Fairmont
London, ON
N5W 1A3
For Official Use Only:
G Life Membership
G Paid - Cash

Membership Expires: December 31st of each year
G Paid - Cheque

Amount Paid: $ _____________
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London Aquaria Society
P.O. Box 45010
RPO Fairmont
London, ON N5W 1A3

519-785-4052
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