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Platy Moonfish

Variegated Platy ~ Variatus
Platy ~ Swordtail Platy
Family: Poeciliidae

Xiphophorous maculatus (Platy
or Moonfish)

animal-world.com/encyclo/
fresh/livebearers/platy.php

The Platy is considered
the color king of the live -bearer

fishes! It is one of the best be-

ginner fish and is excellent for
community aquariums!

The Platy or Moonfish,
Xiphophorous maculatus and
the Variegated Platy or Varia-
tus Platy, Xiphophorous varia-
tus are a short stocky fish lack-
ing the extended tail fin or
"sword" of their close relative,
the Swordtail Xiphophorous
helleri. These bright colored
fish can be kept in a smaller
tank than the Swordtail and are
more peaceful, active, and
hardy. They are also dependa-
bly prolific.

Although nowadays the
platies have been interbred
with themselves and with

swordtails to the point where it
is now hard to separate species
Originally there were two com-

mon species available to the
hobbyist: the Platy or Moonfish

Xiphophorous maculatus, and
the the slimmer and more elon-
gated Variegated Platy or Varia-
tus Platy Xiphophorous varia-

tus.

Today platies come in all
colors and mixtures of colors.
Many beautiful color variations
and hybrids have been pro-
duced. Platies cross easily with
each other and with other Xipho-
phorousspecies, thus a wide va-
riety of popular platies are avail-
able today.

An aquarium best suited
to the platies is well lit with
plants. Like all livebearers, they
do like a bit of salt though it is
not necessary. The plants should
be loosely arranged for the Platy
or Moonfish and densely
planted with open swimming
areas for the Variegated Platy or

Variatus Platy. Have
some floating plants
for the fry to hide,
though Platies don't
eat their fry other
community  tank-
mates will.

The male pla-
ties won't show their
colors until they are
mature and they
will show best if the \

aquarium is kept at the cooler
end of their temperature range.

Care and feeding:
These fish are considered om-
nivorous as the Platy or Moon-
fish and the Variegated Platy or
Variatus Platy will generally

eat all kinds of live, fresh, and
flake foods. But they have a
very high herbivorous require-

ment, and their diet needs to
include lots of algae and other
vegetation. Feed brine shrimp
(either live or frozen), tubifex,

or blood worms as a treat. They
will enjoy the proteins but they

must also have a vegetation
diet.

Distribution : The Platy or
Moonfish Xiphophorous macu-
latus are found on the Atlantic
coast of Mexico and Guata-
mala, and northern Honduras.
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Upcoming Events

January 12, 2010 Bob Wright on Livebearers

February 9, 2010 Jerry Draperfi Breeding Fish

March 9, 2010 Zenin on Loaches

April 13, 2010: Larry Johnstonfi Trip to Africa.
May 2, 2010 Spring Auction
May 11, 2010 Dorothy Reimer on Plant Varieties

June 8, 2010 Awards Night -Elections

July 2010 Club Barbeque

August 10, 2010 No General Meeting

September 26, 2010 Fall Show & Auction
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Presidentds Message

Condol ences are being sent out to Jim and Mélrga

Claire Kraft, who passed away on January 10h. On January 17, one of our members, Margaret Gregg
passed away. Margaret is Annetteds Mom and Les
she will be greatly missed. Some of you may remember her from the auctions. She and Les hosted the :
annual BBQ at their home in Dorchester last summer. We would like to thank all of the members who
sent their condolences or came to the visitation, it meant a lot.

Wishes for a speedy recovery go out to Steve Gregson. Steve had an operation on his knee last,
week. Al so a speedy recovery to Dorothy Rei mer 0s:

The speaker for January was Bob Wright and he did a presentation about the American Live-
bearer Association. | enjoyed the evening and did learn a lot about the ALA. | would like to go to the con-
vention and pick up some of those rare livebearers.

The guest speaker for February will be Jerry Draper. He has been in the hobby for many years. '
Jerry is the owner of the Tropical Fish Room in Brantford, he is also a Judge and Auctioneer. Jerry has |
knowledge on many topics from filtration to fish breeding. His presentation will be both educational and
entertaining.

The fish show for February will be in Gouramis and Paradise Fish and Bettas and Open Class and °
the Open Class for Plants. The auction will be there as usual. °

Happy Valentines Day & Be Nice to your Honey

Greg

Ron
The London Aquaria Society is a non-profit ¢ pis
organization, established in June 1956 Its main ; } (/@ A=
objective is to promote interest in breeding and Zgﬂ: \\< @
raising tropical fish and also to provide a means
through which hobbyists may exchange ideas, "\,,',’/

gain information and display their fish, sharing
them in the public in the London Area.
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Platies MoonFish
Contdéd from front pag

It was first introduced in 1907. They were often called
"Moonfish" because of a crescent shaped dark spot at the base ¢
their tail, especially on the yellow colored ones.

The Variegated Platy or Variatus Platy Xiphophorous variatus
are found in southern Mexico from Rio Panuco to Rio Cazones.
It was identified in 1904 but not introduced into the hobby until

1932. They were an immediate hit and become one of the bes

liked livebearers.

There is also a very sensitive species called the Swordtail PlatyXiphophorous xiphidium in which
the male has a short sword. This delicate platy is rather rare and not seen much in the hobby.

So many beautiful color variations and hybrids have been produced, it is difficult to find the pure -
bred original strains. Today pure breds are the exception rather than the rule and their colors vary
depending on the waters they originated from.

Popular varieties developed from the Platy or Moonfish : The solid colored fish include the very
popular Red Platy or Coral Platy which will be either a deep blood red or a brick red and the Golden
Platy which has an all over bright yellow color.

The term "Moonfish" is applied when the fish have a specific color along with a black cres-
cent shaped dot on the tail fin, these include the Red Moon, Blue Moon (Blue Platy), and the Gold

Moon (Gold Crescent). PET PARADISE
The term "Wagtail" is applied when the

fish have a specific color along with black on the SUPERSTORE

tail, these include The Red Wagtail Platy, the Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995

Gold Wagtail Platy, the Black Wagtail Platy, and LONDONGS LARGEST SELECTI
the Mixed Wagtail Platy. KITTENS, REPTILES, FISH, AND SMALL ANIMALS

The term "Tuxedo" is applied when the
fish have a specific color along with a black col-
oration below the lateral line from the gill to the
tail, these include the Black Platy often called the
Black Tuxedo or Green Tuxedo and has a green{RECEIVE 10% OFF FISH AND

ish body. SUPPLIES WHEN YOU PRESENT

. : . YOUR AQUARIA SOCIETY
The Saltand-Pepper Platy is mixed with | MEMBERSHIP CARD.

a bit of all the colors and it breeds these colors
true, the Mixed Platy has various colors with no | Our Store Hours:

. : , Mon-Fr i ééé. 99:600p.ma .
particular pattern and it doesn't breed true. Saturday. .A&60pIn 3

Popular varieties developed from the Varie- |[Sundayéé. .i6:00lp:m0 O
gated or V_arlatus _Plat\{: Redtail Platy varletle_s 5194321600
have a tail that is bright red. The Yellowtail _
Platy varieties will have a yellow tail fin. 1080 Adelaide St. North
London, Ontario

Full line of Pet and Aquarium Supplies
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff

Great Package Deals, Reasonable Rates
Pets Always Welcomel!
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Platy Moonfish
contdd from page 4

The Sunset Platy varieties have a tail with more than a sin-
gle color but with yellow being prominent, though they are also
called this when they have yellow dorsal fin and a red tail fin.

In the Rainbow Platy varieties the tail has multiple colors
with no one color being prominent.

The Hawaii Platy has an entirely black body with a yellow dorsal fin and red tail fin.

The Marigold Platy is yellow on the dorsal fin and top of the body with the lower half and the tail
fin being orange.

Other popular varieties include the Comet Platy, Gold Twinbar Platy, Sunset Fire Platy, Blue
Mirror Platy, Two -Spot Platy where there are two small dots at the top and bottom where the tailfin
begins and the similar Mickey Mouse Platy where the two small dots have a large dark spot in the
middle, Half -moon Platy, and Bleeding-heart Platy.

Many characteristics including special finnage such as Topsails, Sailfins, Hifins, and Plumetails
or Brushtails come from Swordtail cross breeding.

Size - Weight:  The Platy or Moonfish females get up to 2.5 inches (7 cm) males are somewha
smaller at 2.0 inches (6 cm). The Variegated Platy or Variatus Platy females can get up to 3 inches
cm) with males again, somewhat smaller.

Social Behaviors: They are an excellent community fish that is very peaceful, and does not look for
trouble with other tankmates.

Sexual Differences: The female is larger and generally rather plain, though in many of the fancy
platies today they have more color. The male has a gonopodium. It is difficult to sex platies until
they are mature as the male does not attain his coloration until then.

Water Region: Top, Middle, Bottom : These fish will swim in all areas of the aquarium.
Acceptable Water Conditions : Hardness: 1530° dGH

Ph: 7.0t0 8.3

Temp: 5977° F (1525° C) - .
Breeding/Reproduction :  The Platy or S .
Moonfish and the Variegated Platy or v |
Variatus Platy will readily reproduce in TSN | f

the aquarium. See the description of how
to breed livebearers in Breeding Fresh-
water Fish - Livebearers.

Availability :  The Platy or Moonfish
and the Variegated Platy or Variatus
Platy is readily available.

London Aquaria Society Page 5
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Caring for Your New Clown Knife Fish
The inside scoop from Aqualand on Notopterus chitala

http://agualandpetsplus.com/Knife,%20Clown.htm

Origin : Thailand, Malaysia, Borneo, Sumatra  Maximum Size: 18 inches (3 feet in the wild)

Housing: Larger the better Security: Loves planted aquaria and caves
Temperature: Prefers 75 to 8% Attitude : Big eater. Jumper when scared.
| Foods. Loves live foods Water: Prefers pH around neutral. Add salt.

Origins: In Southeast Asia where clown knife fishes c
from, they grow to three feet long eating size. They rega
them as a menu item. You could eat yours also, but the
per pound will kill your appetite.

Name Origin: ONot obd

Water Conditions : Although they come from soft acid water originally, clowns adapt to most water
ditions. Just keep their water cleannot always easy as they eat huge amounts.

Appeal: Some aquarists like clown knife fish for their unusual shape and swimming practices. Th
swim backwards. Others like them for their huge appetites.

Size
the wild (where they get more room and food).

ost
means
= Also called feather backs, the clown knife fishes keep
8 featherb ack name in Latin.
oy their usually circular dot pattern. The dots increase W|th

e

n_

y even

ze in

Jumpers Yes, they jump. Keep them well covered. Put weights on top of the lids of the big ones

wise, theydll

cruise in the twilight times.

knock
plants helps a lot. It discourages jumping and reduces the light. Clown knife fish prefer darker tank

t h edwhen you tire ondhkif lights G\rcever bf dloati

In aquariums, you rarely see clown knife fish larger than 18 inches. They grow double thatl

Schoolers Clown knife fish school whe
small. Larger ones get territorial and sta
whomping on other knife fish. They g
along fairly well with other larger fishes
If picked on, they pick bac# especially a
night.

Breeding: Forget it.

Foods: Unless you can provide live foo
at first, dondt st
pies, goldfish, and California blackwor
work best at first. Clown knife fish cor
vert to plankton and krill as they grov
older. Try different foods because they
adapt to a variety of victuals.

Gravel Choice: Darker gravels help kee
their tank lighting subdued.

cont o6d

11 Frank Street
Strathroy, Ont.
N7G 2R2

5192450721

Hours of Operation

Monday -Thursday
11:00 a.mfii 7:00 p.m.

Friday -
10:00 a.mfi 8:00 p.m. . 8
Saturday Sunday:

10:00 a.mii 5:00 p.m Closed
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contdéd from page 6

Caring for Your New Clown Knife Fish
Tank Mates You can mix clown knife fish with equalzed nonrviolent American CICh|IdS If you mi

them with territorial cichlids, expect ots Jof
cars. They whup 0em at night, when the | ightjs g
ing. Seems he kept putting his new arowanas in with his big clown knife. Not a fair fight.

Plants: Add some grassy plants such as Vallisneria or Sagittarius to make them feel more at homg. Even
plastic plants help. Clown knife fish leave your plants and gravel adamdike most other large fishes. L
Hiding Places: Give them some caves to hide in. They want to stay out of the light during the day t the
very | east, toss in some pieces of PVC pi Cl
small.

EyeballsWhen you | ook at their eyeballs (which ur n
bl ind. Drop a goldfish near them and youdll see

them prove it. Clown knife fish can even find
food in the dark.

Disease When using any medications, use ‘
them <carefully. The cl owns o sensitive
makes them susceptible to the dye treatments.

Filtration : Clown knife fish like clean water.
Do not overfeed. Add snails to clean up the ex-
cess. Change their water weekly or more often.

Last Word. Remember that these guys grow
large.

Listening to Electric Fish

At your local tropical fish store, you can find a particularly wonderful creature called an Elephant
Nose fish, or more properly, Gnathonemus petersii, a member of the Mormyrid family.

Besides the obvious visual interest of the animal, there is another fascinating aspect to it  -- it
emits pulses of electricity into the water, with which it locates food, other fish, and potential
mates.

It is easy to listen in on these electrical signals with simple inexpensive equipment, such as a pie-
zoelectric earphone, or a small amplifier.

A piezoelectric earphone is a simple device | have described earlier (in the crystal radio section.
You can get them at Radio Shack in their crystal radio kits, or you can get them from our catalog.
They are very sensitive to small electrical signals, and so they are perfect for detecting the elec-
trical signals from the Elephant Nose fish, and converting them into sound you can hear.

To listen in on the fish, simply put one wire
from the earphone into the water at one side
of the fish tank, and the other wire into the
water at the other side of the fish tank, and
put the earphone up to your ear.

FRQW-G RQ SDJH
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